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TIIE SPANISH ARNY IN THE CAROLING ISLANDS. 
Ctcopphical XoticoMilitary Expcditions-Rccciit Ercnts-l3attlcs of Oua 

and h-eyan. 

By Don FRAXCISCO J. DE ~IOYA,  Capt., Spanish Artillcry. 

Translated by Lt.-Col. J. C. DALTON, R.A., D.A.A.G. 

TI:ASSLATOI:’S REXAIIKS. 
TIIE articb from which this is translated nppcarcd in tho “?demorial 
dc Artillcrin ” for Augnst, 1891. Unfortunately, it ~ v n s  unnccompauied 
by n map, arid as tlir! subject dcnls with a part of tho world but very 
littlc known, n map is doubly ncccssary to  illustratc nnd csplniri thc 
Icttcr-prcss. I IIBYC, tlicreforc, prepared a siniplo map to show 
tlic Caroline Group, and an insct of tlio island of Ponnpi, or Ascemion, 
mliich was thc sccnc of tho snnguinnry fighting licrcin recordcd. Thc 
original article containcd many typogixphicnl crrors which I hnvo 
cndenvowed to corrcct ; but tlicrc arc n fcm iiamcs mcntioncd which 
I Iiavc failcd to traco on any map. 

J. C. D. 
Deceniter, 1891. 

I. 
TIIE Carolhe Islands or ATeiv I?irila)phes, situated in the most 
northcrly part of Oceania, wcrc discovered by hfagallancs, A.D. 1521. 
They arc divided into thrco clustcrs : tho Western, Central, and 
Eastcrn, and form an cstensivo archipelago of morc than 500 islands, 
clnssificd into 48 principal groups. 

Situated in  tho middlo of tlic PaciGc Occan tlicy lie to tlic S. of 
tlio 3lariana Islands, E. of the Pliilippines, and N. of Ncw Gninca. 

Tho geological conditions of tho ground aro of Bimilar formation 
to those of tho Philippines, of which they form a part in tlic Spanish 
possessions in  Oceania. Tho extcnsivo and endless scries of islands 
and islets disscminatcd i n  thc sea, but with identical orograpliic and 
climatic conditions, indicatc to tho enquiring investigntor tlic prcsencc 
of thc Ancicnt Continent, destroyed by rolcanic phcnomena, to wlioec 
inccssant action, and to tho action of tlic sea, its soil, which is rich in 
basaltic groups and reefs of coral, is partly duo. 

Tho rclntive position of each of thcse islands cannot be cswtly 
dctcrmincd, but tho total area of this group, which is onc of tlio 
riclicst and most important in Microncsirt, amounts to some 50,000 
sqnnrc lengncs (about amillion and a half sqnaro miles) lying betwccn 
tlic 235tli and 180th dcgrces of E. Longitudo (meridian of San 
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1SG THE SPAXISII ARMY IS 

Fcmnndo), and bctwccxi thc Equator and tlic 12th dcgrcc of N. 
Lntitudc, soinc 3,000 iniles from JIanila.' 

Amongst tlic principal groups may bc citcd tlioso of lrupy UuZan, 
llogoZii,2 l'rigicl00,s Arrceifcs,' Poiiapi, Ulriti, Seiriaviia, Dtcpcrrey, Litlitcaor, 
A'ziktior, ATaiirtiZitk, Piiuipciita,' Uleli:  Tmxgtii: and tlic Archipelagos 
of Marsliall, Cillcrt, and Jlti1gracc.l 

Tho population bclong to' tlic N a l a p i  or Papuan race, of tho 
samo religious fnitli mid custoriis as all tlio Occanic populations ; 
organiscd in isolated go\-crniiicnts, mostly dcpcndcnts of petty kings, 
of whom tlic most important rcsidcs in La~izrcrecA.8 Thc number 
of inhabitants is ovcr 70,000. 

Tlic conditions of civilisation of thc tribcs contcnd with tlic 
backwarcliicss of tho rcgioiis. The Xortli Americans and Gcrnians, 
~ 1 1 0 ,  for B long timc past, h a ~ c  bccn watching thcsc scas, have 
nltcrcd thc na tkc  character considcixbly, causing i t  to bc cducatcil 
far  above our ntinosplicrc, and rcplacing tlic bows and arrows 
cliaractcristic of thc coiintiy by tlic motlcrn iiflc. 

Up to now this nrcliipclngo, like tlioso of tkc Xariaizn niid P d a o s ,  
has produced iiotliing for Spain, which country lins, :ilmost crcr sincc 
tlic discu-iery of these islands, left tlicln to their own rcsonrces, 
r i t h  thc csccption of thosc occupicd by the Spanish c1ct:iclinicnts 
frorri Giinjuii.' Tlic gc?:r:ipliical position of this part of Occanio is 
tho trnc kcj of t l c  Pacihc, and is dcstincd to bccorric most important, 
both for Colonial sccority and for tradc bctwccn Asia and America. 
Tlic clay is not far distant wlicii tho Panama Canal will bo opened, n 
circuinstnncc which most certainly has not csc:ipcd tlic noticc of 
Europcnii policy, and is sho\\m, by tlic ambition of England and 
Gcrmnily to cstnblisli tlicrc tlicir missionaries in  orilci. to obtain 
passively tliat \vliicIi thcy ricvcr conlcl by force. Of this xncthod of 
conquest, :L niclanclioly proof is thc loss of tlio Spanish posscssions iu 
A'orfh Uonieo, ccdcd to Englaiid in Afadi, 1885, by tho Protocol of 
Jolo, tlimugli wliicli England obtained dn extent of 50,000 squarc 
kilometrcs (10,320 sqnarc milcs), now corcrcil by tlic splendid 
posscssions of LaLiiun, Snridcikarz, 2nd C a y ,  thc ccntrc of tlic cum- 
mcrcinl life of tlio island, and B station dangcinus to tlic futurc of - 

anisli Nicroncsia. "The climate of thc Caroline Islauds is mild, and tho produco tho 
samc as in tlic Philippines. Tlic prevailing minds arc tlic N.E., from 
Hovcmbcr to Jniic, and thc JV. from July to Octobcr. 

1 Tlic German-Spanish dgreeincnt of 17th Dcccmbcr, lSS5, fired tlic limits 
mithin rliicli S ain can esercise jurisdiction ns Eetwccn 133" and 1G.P Longitudc 
E. af Ctrecnwicf, and from tho Equator to 11" F. Lntitudc. 

? Or Truk. 
3 Or I'inplnp. 
4 Or Proridenre Islnlld. 

Tlicsc I cannot trace. 
6 ? JITolen or GXe. 
i Otlicr important groups not lnciitioncd in this list nrc pa'nlaos (or Pcllcr 

8 ? Lanotrek I s k i d  
0 Xnriatra Group-J. C. D. 

Islands) ; Latiiofrrk (or Ssrcdc Islands) ; Eiiderby Islands; X a l l  Islands, Jcc. 
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THE OAROLIYE ISL-WDS. 157 

Tlic most important, 
\\*hicli gives its namo to tlic group, was csplorcd Gtli Jnnuary, 
185S, by dlvaro dc Saavcdrn, nrid is the Iargcst and most important 
in tlic wcstcrn part of thc nrchipclago. Its soil is fcrtilo :ind hilly, 
cspccially in tlic cstrcmc north, tlic hcights reaching 1GO to 170 
mctrcs (525 ft.) in the Uzrray rangc. Its circumfcrcncc amounts to  
fift;r-four English rnilcs, nnd tlic safcst port is that of !Z'ond, lying 
Lctwccn Capcs !Zbd arid Rd1. 

Tho Island of Ualan, discorcred 14th Scptcmher, 1589, by tlic 
sanio Captain, is onc of thu most fcrtilo in thc nrchipclago, and has 
splendid anchorngcs. Thc ground is undulating, thc hills bcing 
corcrcd with %.rich and lusuriant vcgctation. From thcir strnctnro 
:in13 aunljsis tlicy point to volcanic origin. I n  thc ccntrnl part, and 
commanding tho cntirc coast, riscs thc peak of Tcpa (3Xf .  Cro:ier), 
somc 700 mctrcs (2,297 ft.) nbovc tlic sca l c ~ c l .  

Tlic Group of HogoZic (or Tmk), also csplorcd by Saavedm, is madc 
up of forty islets, of which only tlic ccntro ones are inhabited ; tlicy 
:wc equally fcrtilc and luxuriant. Its surficc is undulating and tho 
islands in the ccntrc of thc group arc lofticr tlian thc othcrs ; 
tlic circumfcrcncc of t,hc largcst bcing about forty English miles. Tlic 
position of thc principal island, IKogoTzc (?.Rztk, or  J looi ) ,  is 9' 31' 
N. Latitudc (? 7' 21') and 16" E. of tlic Island of Gztajan.' 

Tlic Island of Poiinpi, on0 of tho Seniacin Gronp, was disco\.crcd 
iii ,m. 1542, Lr Ruy Lopcz dc Trillaldcs. Tho group is madc .ap of 
sistccn islands, of which IJompi is tlic lnrgcst, and somc scvcntj- 
I3nglisli miles in circumfcrcncc. Tlic siirfacc is \-cry nndulnting, nnd 
thc greatest Iiciglits aro to Lc found in tlic cast, whcrc tlicrc is n 
mouritain 950 mctrcs high (3,117 ft.j, nnd towards tlic north, wliich 
cnds in  a liugc iwky ~icak with an c l c d i o n  of 335 mctrcs (1,OSS ft.). 
31. dc la GrmiErc, who asciibcs tho discovcry of thcsc islands to 

tlic Russians, A.n. 1625, states that  it was in tliio Island of lJoziupi 
that  tIio crcw of tlic " La Pdrousc " inct witli such n disastrous 
€ate. 

Tlic Islands of Dilyerrey, discorcrcd in  A.D. 1545, arc compcscd of 
tlircc siiiall low islets corcrcd with densu forest, callcd Al lo~ igoZ ,~  
Ugai, aiid Aura. 

Tlic Groiip of Ztrkitiior, csplorcd A.D. 1550, is madc lip of xiiiicty 
islets, tlic most notnblc being tlint which givcs its name t o  tlic g r ~ i i j > ,  
owing to its finc scnii-circular port, Kantisso, mliicli affords snfc 
anchorage, shcltcrcd from tlic prcvailing winds. 

Tlic Gronp of Xiki tor ,  discovcred at  tho smic tinic ;LS &OW, is 
composcd of twelw srnall low isl:tnds, mostly inhabited. 

TIic l;nzrz~ir.cch3 Group, also discovcrcd nt thc snmc tixnc, is tho 
rcsidciice of onc of tlio principal pctty kings (rcyezrtelos), aiid is 
composcd of R considcr:~hlo group of fertile nnd mountainous islands, 
witli soinc good ports. 

Tlic Group of Yap consists of six islands. 

Soino P E. of Griojnn rould bc xmrcr tlic mnrk. 
2 -Vakil. 
3 ? LamotreX-.--J. C. D. 
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18s TUE SPANSII ARMS IX 

Thc Gronp of UleW was visited A.D. 1686 by tlic pilot, 3rancisco 
hzcano, who countcd up to twcnty islands, most of which arc in- 
liabbitcd. 

We can maintain truthfully that all tlio islands, 01- tkc majority of 
those which composc the Caroline Archipelago, including thosc called 
thc .Marshall and Gilbert Islands, were discoverccl and explorcd by 
Spaniards during thc wholc of tho sixtccntli ccntury, and bcgiiining 
of tlic seventcentli. Tho want of N C ~ I I S  of communication, nnd tho 
abscncc of obligation on thc part of thc Spanish Government to pro- 
cccd to occupy thcm, canscd tlic English and Amcrican cxplorcrs to 
appropriate, daring their rojagcs, the riglit of conquest, as wo seo by 
many forcign gcograplicrs, who hare kindly given to many islands 
thc names of the naturalists mlio have explored their soil, or of tlic 
vcsscls which liavc nucliorccl in tlicir waters. 

Thc Caroliiio Islands hnvc ncrcr becn complctcly nbandoncd sinco 
their conqucst, as is sho~vn by tlio fact that thu Governmcnt of tho 
Archipolago lias nt .times dispntchctl scientific and military cxpcdi- 
tions for Tarious rcasons, nnd dcfinitcly occupicd the islands AD. 
1700. Amongst thcsc cspcditions, tlib following arc cspccinlly worthy 
of mention :- 

(1) Thnt of 1526, nndcr Toribio Alonso dc Salazar, composcd of 
two boats nnd fighting men, wltb, nftcr risiting some of the 
islands on the Wcstcrn side, put in  a t  Pulaos, whero thcy 
left missionarics. 

(2) In 1529, under Alvaro do Saavcdra.. 
(3). I n  1843, undcr Ruy Lopcz dc Villabolos. 
(4) 
( 5 )  
(6) 

IU 156~;.nndcr Ni&xl Lopez do Lcgazpi. 
I n  1595, under Pcdro Fcrxiandcz de Qoiros. 
I n  1686, under the pilot, Francisco Lczcano, who gmc tho 
name by d i c h  t h c j  nrc known (Caroline Islands) in honour 
of King Carlos 11. 
I n  1697, organisccl by tlic Jesuits. 
In hIarcli, 17OS, by tlic same, witli missionaiics of the Order 
and twenty-firc soldicrs; but  ncitlier of tlicsc two last ar- 
rircd nt their destination, o\ving to difficulties of navigation. 
In 1709, organiscd in Cavifd 1)y tho cxpericnced pilot, 
JIigucl (lo ISloi~iaga, compoecd of two missionaries and 
thirty soldicrs. 
I n  1710, under sergeant-major D. Francisco Pradilla, with 
ninety native soldicrs and four Jcsuit missionaries, which 
discnibarkcd in tbc island of St. Andrew, or Sotwosol. This 
cspcdition mado tlic first map of tlio Archipolago, and 
gave thc first martyrs to tho Faith. 
In 1712 tlic Jcsuit Father Rafael Scrnno organised anotlicr 
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TIIE OAROLlSE ISLASDS. 189 

cnpcdition, coiiiposcd of thirty soldicrs mid four missionarics, 
iii tlic liopc of rcscuiug what rbmnincd of tho forriicr cnpcdi- 
tiou in SoiirosoZ; bnt tho vcsscl (pafaelre) ,  which was com- 
maudcd by the fanious z). Blas do TJCZO, was wi*ccked in tho 
rocks of Afariiiclrque, nnd the mliole party w i s  drowncd. 

(12) In tho snmc ycar, 1712, the ship which led the “Real 
Sikcado ” t o  the Jfarinns Tslnnds succccded in discmbnrking 
in thc above-mcntioncd island (SoirrmoZ), nnd Bcard from 
tlic nativcs of the glorious martyrdom of our mission. 

(13) In 1731 tlic Jcsuit Fathcr Antonio Cantova organiscd R I ~  
cspcdition of four Jcsuit missionnrics nnd tmcnty nativo 
soldicrs, tliscmbnrkcd in the Yap Group, wbcrc they definitely 
cstablislicd themsclvcs, and commcuced thcir work of 
Christ ianising. 

(14) Following this expedition, nnotlicr lcft ,XaniZa in JZay, 
1733, iittdcr the Jcsuit Father Victor Ubdtcco, consisting 
of a rcligions mission with forty nativc soldiers and ouc 
Oficcr. This party disembarked in  the islrind of Y‘alaZep? 
and licard of the disastrous f t c  of Fathcr Cantova nnd his 
companions. 

111. 

In  somc bf tliescislands thc spirit of ndvcnture has gone so iar as 
to  found factories and establish rnissioiis, as in the island of Ponapi. 

This firic island, which, from its importance and position, may bo con- 
sidcrcd as the capital of the castcrii part of tho archipelago, is sitnatcd 
1“ N. Latitude, nnd 158” 15’ IJOn@UdC (E. of Gircenwich), and is in 
d i n  c Eonicwliat clliptic:il, tlic ninjor axis bcing somo 17 kilomctrcs 
(11i miles) long. 

In thc rear 1852, four rriissiounries procccding from North A mcrica, 
cliscmbnrkcd Iicrc, and were so successful that ten years latcr they 
had becomc nbsolitc masters of tlic grcatcr part of thc archipclngo, 
in which t h y  l i d  5 missions, 12 ministcrs, 13 ovangeliscrs, and 
23 uativc ninsters; 43 schools, with nbout 4,000 members; 3 uppcr 
schools, bcsidcs n qnnntity of clcmcntnry scliools, with an attendance 
of 2,000 pupils. Tlicrc arc, morcorer, in O i i a ~  250 Cliristiaus, a 
printing oflicc for rcforrncd propxgandn, and a flect of small vcssels 
for tlic ncccssitics of tlic Colony. 

Thcro wcrc not wanting Spanish missionaries; but owing to the 
competition with tlic hmcricans, who liad grcatcr adwntagcs, tlicir 
work was made more than dificult ; it was impossible. 

Intcrnationsl crents at lionic, in 1875 and 1885, obliged the Spanish 
Govcriimcnt to establish rcgular forces in that part of its dominions, 
the Gorcrnor of tlic island at this timo bcing D. Tsidro Posadillo, 
Captain in the Navy, w110, a t  the hcad of n mission of Capuchins and 
fifty of tho Philippine Disciplinary Corps, took official posscssioii of 
tlic island, his only support on wliicli to fall back bcing thc ‘‘ Maria 

3 Oa on east coast of I%fi~pi.-J. C. D. 
Falalep (Uluti Group). 

YOL. XXXVI. 0 
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190 THE SPAXISII ARMS IS 

Je Bfooliw,” a useless \-cssel (ponton) wliich Iiad taken three mont l i~  
to m:ih tbcvoj-age that an orclinary ship can do in nbont tivclvc (la?-s. 

Gcncr:il 
opinion seems to arer that the rivalry bctwccn tlio Catholic nzid 
Protestant missionaries causcd tho conflict, which fermcntcd amongst 
the nnti-res the dcsirc to rebel, the result being that .in one and thc: 
sazno day the Spanish soldiers nnd priests, as well ns tho foreign 
ministers and settlers, wero niassncrcd. 

IVc will detail the evcnts ~r11I’cIt occurred. - On Junc 30th, 1887, tlic- 
Kauacas (natites) whom l’osadillr had to work in tho Coloiir disap- 
peared from tltc works, and on his enquiring throngli an intcrpretcr 
tlis motiro for this desertion, 110 was informed by tho petty kiuxs 
‘‘ Th:it thoiigh thc Gorcrnor iniglit bc Governor, thcy were kings thew, 
and cculd do more.” Tlicsc words left no doubt as to tho nttitudc of 
tlic Ihnacczs. so Cnptniii Posadillo ordered Alferez (Ensign) Martiiicr, 
mitli twentpfour rricn, to punish this insolence. 

This small force encountered tlicrcbcl tribc near tlic town of ,Tocoy,’ 
mlicrc, at  thc Grst shots fired, twclvc of tlic Disciplinniy troops went. 
over to the cncmy, Icnviiig tlic gal1:uit 3lartincz alonc with twclvc 
men. 110 and liis mcn madc a despcratc resistance, all (except ouc) 
dying licroicnllr on thc battle-ficld. Onc soldier nlono sui-iivcd tlic 
massncrc; and liadly wouiidcd, :ind worn ont, mas able to bring tltc 
fatal ~iews  to tltc Spanish Coloiiy. 

Captain Posadillo, irritated a t  tlic n o w  of tho trcnson and dcfed. 
harangued thc forcc under his cciminand,and nt oncc set out in scarcli 
of the rebels at tlic Itend of tlic forty mcn who rcmained, nnd \\-as 
obliged, after a sanguinary struggle, to rctirc to Government Hoiisc 
with only half his forcc. 

I n  vicw of tho scrious state of affairs and fear for tho future. 
Pcsadillo at oncc arranged for tlio embarkation on board the 
“Xaria dc Holinu” of tho 3hsionni.y fathcrs, tho womcn niid 
cliildivo, whilst ho himself, with tlio diminutive forcc left to hiiii, 
cntrcnclicd liimsclf in his position and swaitcd tho onslanght of tlic: 
rcbcls. On July 2nd. 1857, lie was attackcd by tho ICmaacas in 
force, and with great bravery hcld his post during tho 3rd nzid 4th, 
after which, want of men, rest, rind ammunition, dctermincd him to 
cmbark on tho ship, by wliicli means, on the morning of tho ttlt, 
favoured by it torrcntial min, niid belicving he had not bccn observed, 
hc cfectcd his rctrcat, and gaiiicd a boat which was awaiting him 011 

the beach ; but linrdlr was Iio embarkcd when n, considcrablo iiumbcr 
of v61tns (nntivcs) tlirew thcm~elres against tlic fugitivcs, who 1iad 
to cngngc in anotlicr titanic fight, which in spite of tho disproportioii 
in numbers would not have bccii SO disastrous, had not tho boat, 
mhicli in the ardour of tho contcst was left without n hclrnsmnii, 
struck on thc rcefs, on wliiclt tlic slaughter was tcrrific, only two 
natives succeeding in p i n i n g  the ship by swimming. 

I n  this mcmorablc and dcsl~crate contest, tkc binrc CaDt3ill 
Posadillo, mortally n-oundcd in the chest with four buliuts, dcfcndcr\ 

1 Kot marked on rnnp.4. C. D. 

Wltnt linppencd in tlic islniitl? It is diilicult to say. 
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THE OAROLINE ISLAXUS. 101 

himsclE l i b  a hcro, and finally succumbed to thc liatclict blows of tlie 
infidels. The valiant Dr. Cardona, who had joiried tho dctachrucnt 
on hcaring of tlic defeat, and who, though scriously woundcd, nttenrlcd 
to thc soldiers bcforc liimsclf, dicd hcroicallg with his chief. 

Thc rcsistanco of tho Spaniarcls, ncvcrtliclcxs, lastcd somc hours ; 
nnd thc night of the 5th July, 1887, came to corer with its gloomy 
pall that  dny so disastrons in Spnnish history. At daybreak on tlic 
Mi, tlie Spnnisli Ensign no lonpcr floatcd orcr tlic Carolinc 
ilrcliipolago, and half-a-dozen badly wonndctl Inen, and a fcw tcrrificd 
and prostratcd missioiiarirs and defcncclcss women found thcmsclves 
on board tlio ship, struggling to gct to laud, asliamed of I tlicir 
impotcricy. . 

It is not our object hcrc, when relating tliese cwnts, and sliowiiix 
np thc abandoumcnt of our f o r k  in our Soutlicrn posscssions, to 
anggcst tlic rncrgcf ic ineasurcs wliicli arc ncccssarj-, and 11-hicli 
critlcntly do not consist in isolated es~ieditions of 100 mcn, and 
thercforc, wc continuc our narration. 

Snbscquciit to tlicsc unforturiatc crcnts, which in addition to 
tlic irreparable loss above quotctl, involved tho country in  frcsli 
diplomatic troubles (with Gcnnany), another sanguinary occurrciice 
liappcncd in tlic samc island. Licutcnant Porras, who commnndcd 
thc post, and twenty-sevcn soldicrs wcre surpriscd whilc in thc act, 
of'constructing :L fork, and barbaronsly assnssinatcd by tlio 3fcctalariiwr' 
tribc. 

IV. 
Tlic attitude of the population of thc islands torvnrds thc Spnnisli 

nrms could not hare been Inorc hostilc ; it  was absolutcly neccssary 
to vindicate the honour of the Spanish FIa5, and tlic Govcrnrnent, 
rccognising this, organiscd n military espcdition in  Xaiiila of 400 
men under tho command of D. Isidro Pcrcz de Soto,. Coloncl of 
Infantry, with Major Victor Dicz Martinez of thc Brtillcrj-, as sccoull 
in command. Thc force was mado a p  of ono company of tho 2nd 
J3attdion of Pcninsular Artillcry nndcr Captain Nonasterio, with 
Licutenantu Fandos, Sergio, and llcbreaii (attnchcd) ; two compnnics 
of Native Infantry of tlic 68th and 73rd Rcgirncnts under Captains 
Sastre and  Abrint, and one company of Marine Infantry under 
Captain Vazqucz. . 

Tliis cspcdition cnibarkcd at dlaioila on August 16tli, 1600, on 
b a r d  tho war cruisers " 17cZasco " and l1 Ullon" and tho merchant 
stcnmcr '' SaZcaJoru ".with munitions nnd victuals for tlic campaign, 
and picked up at tlic island of Jolo tlic compauy of tlic 74th Rcgi- 
mcnt undcr Captnin .Rorncrales, thus bringing up tile total streugtli 
of tlic forcc to 100 men. On the 1st Scptcmbcr, 1890, thc espcdition, 
arrived at tlio Island of Porzapi and discnibarkcd, bcing joiucd 117 
tlic company of tlie 7 l s t  Rcgimcnt under Captain Vilchcs, wliiclt 
gnrrisoncd the island. . It \\-as settled at a council of war, that tlic 
d f c t u h i n t  tribc should be punished first of all, as they had massacred 
tho Spaniards. 

Island of Poosapi.-J. C. D. 
0 2  
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192 TIIE SPAXISH ARXP IN 

Tho most logical plan \vould l i a ~ c  bccu to attack tho town of Oitn 
by sea, in order to gct a t  the rebel t r i k  wliicli was strongly cntrcnclicd 
somc 11 kilometres (636 milcs) from tho settlements, nnd thercforc, 
rendering an expedition by land chccdingly riskj-. Tlie country in 
which the rcbcls were, was absolutcly unknown, and they wcro 
defended b r  a thick forcst full of natural obstacles. 

Colonel Soto, in opposition to the general opinion, clccidcd to operate 
by land, and tlicrcforc, on tlic 13th September, 1690, leaving olio 
company of infantrx in tho scttlcxnent, 110 took coinmxnd of all tho 
forces and marched in scarch of thc ciicniy. When only If miles 
on thcir way, the column found it necessary to cross tlic forcst; 
paths had to bp cut with hatchets ; a heal-y rain dcsccndcd and 
spoilt all tlic month's provisions, atid after a terrible night spent 
in the forcst, during diicli  tho dobnpour continucd, tho worn out 
column w\-ns forced to rcturn.to tlic scttlcment. 

1x1 view of this jasco and tlic practical demonstration of tho 
impossibility of opcr:itions by land, tho column ncxt erubarkcd, and 
on thc 16th Scptcniber, 1890, discnibnrkcd on t h o  beach of Palitipuo,' 
and undcr tlic Iirotcction of B cannonade from tho ships took up 
positions and cauiped in thc bajais (sic) which had becn abandoned 
by tho natives. 011 tlic night of this datc, C o l o d  Soto, who hnd 
sliown signs of nugel: and inoodincss since thc affair in the wood, 
and also considcrcd his military reputation damnged because 110 had 
promised to take tlic cspcdition by land witliont having S U C C C C ~ C ~ ,  
coxnmittcd suicide by firing off his rcvolvcr into his mouth wMc 
lj ing down on his camp bed. This unexpected aflbir caused tho 
expedition to bo rc-embarked in  order to take tho opinion of tho 
senior Naval Officcrs who dccidcd to rnarcli on Oica, whero according 
to news, tlio r c h l s  ivero enlrcnchcd. On the night of tho 18th, tlio 
town of 0ica came in ~ C W ,  tho natives being cntrcnchcd on tho shore. 
The bombardment by the ships prcparcd tho way for the discni- 
barkation wliicli was cffcctcd on the morning of the 19th, Captain 
bfonastcrio bcing in commnnd of the compmy of Artillery, and 
Lientenant Tcrmza :ind Attach6 Panfil bcing with nnothcr half corn- 
pany. . Thcsc latter Iiad nrrivcd .Z fcw days previously in the 
' a  Antonio dficiio:." Tlien tho cornpanics of tho Katiro Infantry, 
Regimcnts Xos. 68 and 73, :ml the company of Marine Artillcry 
disembarked, and in water chestrdecp, ndranccd to the nttack of tho 
cncmy's trci~clie~, wliicli, situntcd all dong tlic shorc, opened a brisk 
fire with slings and muskets. Tho rcsult was that after six hours of 
fighting under tho worst conditions, the Spini:irds captured the 
trenches with a loss of twenty killed and wounded. 

The chief glory of tho day fell to tho artillery lcd by .Capt. 
'bionasterio, and Licutenants Fandos, Scrgio, Tcrraza, Cebrian, and 
Prmfil, who assaulted and took tho cnemy's position at tho point of 
tho baronet under a hail of bullcis. 

The ecpmy, disorganiscd, flcd for tho town, taking rcfngo in thc 
building8 and Protestant church from which, notwithstanding its 
white flag, thcy opencd a lively fire, but m r e  soon dislodged by the 

1 Fillupletao Rircr.-J. C. I). 
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Tictorious troops, losing altogether in the two actions over 100 killed 
and wounded. 

This important military operation terminated with tho complete 
occupation of tho territory of Oua, tho buildings of which, a9 well as 
those of Earra,’ Chalapap,l and tho Protestaut convent were dcroured 
by flames; tho entrenchments on the beach, mostly composed of 
great trunks of trees protected by deop ditches, being also dcstro~cd. 
The followiitg distinguished tliumsclws in this engagement, viz., 
Captain dc Bcltran do Lis (infantry), who waq badly wounded, the 
Capuchiu Fntlicr Augustin do Ariiics, Chief of the Misaion of 
Metu lan i~n ,  the I’ortuguesc Giiidc Cristian Barbu, and the German 
snbjcct Herr h’armu, Port OEicer. 
On Scptcnilcr 25tb, lS90, tho I‘ Atttonio dlttiioz ” left Ponapi 

bearing thc official despatches and conveying the wounded. The 
Spanish t roop  d i o  returned to Santiago de lu Ascens ia~~’  a g k d  
while awaiting orders from Jfaanila to fortify the town, so as to make 
it a fixed base, and a Defence Committee was orguriised. 

The Spanisli forcc was 500, :is opposcd to 700 Kamcas who fought 
at Oua, who, supplied with repeating riflcs (jzfilsiles repetidores) and 
swirel gum (Ib Laiifacas ” 0’ pcdreros), occupied on advantageous 
position, whilst, tltc Spaniards liod to rnancuuvrc on a muddy bcach. 
In  tho action of tho 19th the enemy lost over 100, inclnding the 
Chief CLaulik killed, and four other chiefs wounded. 

Soon after tlic capture of Otto, thc North American corvette 
‘I Alliance I t  arrived in tlic watcrs of Ascension (Ponapi), having bcen 
sent by tho United States Government to protest on belialf of tho 
miseionaries iiud mercliants against tho burning of their possessions. 
Seiior Cadalso rcplicd in patriotic and suitable terms. 
On November lst, 1800, anotlicr erpcdition cmborkcd in dfanila, 

consisting of 200 inen, composed of half IL cornphnj of Peninsular 
Artillery, undcr Captnin Aguado, and one companyof h’ative Infantry, 
No. 74. 

It arrived a t  Sanfiago‘ on thc 14th Nommber, and made a recon- 
naissance on shorc along the Guiii‘ road 11s far as tlic confines of 
Jfctalanim, which was succcssfullj- sliclled by tlic navy ; and on the 
16th two cnlumns of attack wcro orgaiiiscd, the first composed of 
Captain Monasterio’s company of artiller? and two companies of thc 
line, all under Captain and Brevet-Xajor Uicz dc Hivei;z of thc 
Artillery ; the sccoiid was composcd of Captain Agiiado’s company of 
artillcry, one of infantry, and C‘oloiiel Scrrano’s company of mnrinea. 
Tho plan of campaign wns that tlic 1st column sliould advance and 
attack in front tho town nnd fortifications of Kettm,’ situated in tho 
ccntrc of AfettrZanim, on the river Pitap;fani,’ whilst Colonel Serrano’e 
column was to enter by tho forgc to licni in tho enemy, entrenched to 
the iiumbcr of 1,500 in the stockades (cotas) of Kefan;  signals 

I Ilaru. 
2 Xot on map. 

’ Not on the map. 
h’ot marked on mnp. Pmbably the chief torn of Po’oeupi. 

Pillaplrlao Hirer.-J. C. D. 
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194 THE SPANISU ARSIT IX 

being agreed on to ensure a simultaneous attack on tho 22nd Norem- 
bcr. 

The coIumns thcrcfore cmhrked, the first for O m ,  in the stcorner, 
'( Cehc," and the sccond for. Metdaiiini,  in thc cruiscrs, " I'elnsco," 
" Ulloa," and " Jfanila," in order to commence opcrations. 

The column nndcr Captain Diez do Rivera, disembarked a t  10 AX, 
nssonibled on tho beach and advanccd on the morning of tilo 2211d, at , 

5 o'clock, arriving at 9.30 in vier\- of the town of JfacAichao,' 
where the Kariacns had established thcir trenches. Tliesc wcrc 
taken by assault, thc artillery in the ran, after a strogglo wliicli wn.y 
maintained for threo hours; thc Spanish losing fourteen men and 
Captain D. Jose Vilchcs of the infantry, who was mortally woundcd 
in  the chest wlien leading 0x1 his men, and died four  days later. 
. Uaving complctelj- dislodgcd tlic cnerny from thcsc positions, and 

liading dcstroyed tho town, tho column continucd its march with tho 
assistancc of tlic compass, the only mcnns of orientntion in this 
unknown country, and encountcrcd at 4.30 PJI. in .z clearing of tho 
wood, bcforc the town of l ietan, the formidable cofas (2 stock:idcs) of 
which cornmandcd the country round. Tlrese wcrc defended by two 
lines of firc, and established on high and thick loop-liolcd walls, 
coiistrocted of trunks of trccs and stones, and dcfcndcd by deep ditches 
full of hidden rocks. 

The position of tlic Spanish force bcforc the action, which was thc 
ficrcest and most sanguinary in the mholc campnip, wis as follows:- 
I n  front thc cnemy's fortificdioris: on thc left, tlic sea, of wliicli t lw pro- 
loxigcd low and unknown rccfs rcndcrcd tlie approach of the Spanish 
slrips dangerous : and ori tho right, the I F O O ~  which the force had 
crossed. 

Tlic column of 'Coloncl Scrrano, which was to linvc disembarkcd on 
tho evening of tho 22nd Norember, 1890, did not do so until 4-30 A.Y. 
on the 23rd, cmplojing row-boats, steam Iwnchcs, mid canoes, under 
command of the second ofliccrs of thc Ulloa," and 17eZusco," with 
tho subaltern officcrs and midshipncn dctnchcd for this scrvicc. The 
boats, holvcver, got aground, and the watcr bciiig too tlccp for tlic 
t.roops to  ado asliore, the disembar1;atian Iiad to be nindc in the 
island of I h r ~ i b a n , ~  nnd tlic colutnri Lnd to cross tlic rocks, guided by a 
Katzaca prisoncr, to 11-1iose lrclp it was due that  the cspcdition did 
uot  fail. This " contrctcnips " causcd fourteen hours' delay, and 
cntnilcd f a t d  conscqucriccs for tlic Spanish troops, and postponc- 
merit of tho glory liopcd for, becausc Ciiptnin Dim dc Rivera, im- 
pxtisnt a t  not gctting tLc signals agreed on, fretting a t  his p & c  
situation, and his pcrsonal courage causiiig him to undcrcstimatc the 
cliffrcultics of tho undertaking, tlircw his column. against the Cotus 
of Kctan. making three bril1i:irit bayonet cliarges, wlricli, notwith- 
standing that lie rcaciicd tho ditchcs, were unsuccessful, owing to the 
imprcgn:iblc naturc of the rrork aud the numerous forcc opposed to 
Iiirii, who mnintaincd a hot nud incessant firc from muskcts and 
guns. 

1 MCY~IO. 
h'ot 011 mp.-J. C. U. 
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THE CBROLISE ISLAXDS. 195 

In this furious and uneqnal combat, Lieutcnant D. Coperino Fendos 
J- I'crcz of tho Artillcry, met a heroic dcath, bcing mortally wounded 
1 ) ~ -  a bullct i n  tho chcst; morcover Licutcnimt J). Ernilio Sergio y 
Cnstro, and First Surgeon Cabczas were scriously wouiided, two otlier 
Olliccrs sliglitly wounded ; thc losscs in all amounting to eighty-threc 
killed and mounded. lu  this action all aliko were distinguished by pcr- 
sonal valour and warliko cnthusiasrii. Nora than thrcc parts of tho 
casualties were in tho compauy of artillcry which began tlio attack; 
tlio bravo Captain Monasterio, who together with his valiant Licn- 
tcnants, garc a noblo csamplo to tlieir men, escaping miraculoiisly. 

Lieutenant Castorino of tlio Infantry, who was contused, was 
dctnilcd to  selcrt a stratcgical point to rctiro on, nnd tho column 
nndcr Captain Dicz dc Rivera, who was crer to be found a t  tho post 
of danger, was forced to relinqnish tho attack, in  order to collect its 
clcacl aiid wounded, and cricnmpcd on a small hill to await Colonel 
Scrrano's column. 

In  this critical situation, withont any means of allcviating tlic 
wounded, and without food, tlic night of tho 22nd was passed, tho 
troops being tliirtpsix hour3 without food aftcr this sanguinary fight. 

At 4.30 A.M. on tlio 23rd, they Iieard tho bugles of thc other colurnn; 
:it (i a.m. tlicy heard ou tlicir riglit, suvcrd rifle and caunon shots, 
wliieh mcrc tho signals ngrccd 011, and by 8 P.M., had joiricd Coloncl 
Scrr:ruo's column, which liad ass:iultcd and taken tho Cotas of Kelati, 
with tho loss of trrcnty-fivo killcd and wounded, tho rebels being 
corxiplctely dispersed, and losiug four guns and a quantity of arms 
and aminunition. 

1x1 this action which crowned the Spanish campaign against tho 
lfctalntiiat tribc, C:iptniti Agundo's company of artillerr was the first 
to  enter tho Cofn, rccciviog tho culogiums of tho comxnantlcr of tho 
column ; Colonel Scrrano boro hiinself brilliantlr in this affair, and 
remained in  Ketan for tlirec days, uutil Iic liad completely rased tlio 
town and dcfoiices, taking aiiiplc rcrcngo on tlic KatiacnY, tlic remnant 
of whom, fugitives and persecuted, suceceded in  rallying after losing 
inore tliaii 200 moil. 

On tho 20th Norcmber, 1890, tho \voundcd ircrc sent back to the 
scttlcment, wlicro thcy still rcriiaiiicd fivo days undcr provisional 
treatment for want of means, until they mcrc conveyed to X a d a  in 
the stcamcr (' Urano." . 

Iii tha sanguinarj combats wliicli h ~ o  bccn abovo atlendcd to, 
iioble licroic :rctious wore innumcr:ible. Only thoso who lim-o servcd 
i u  tliosc parts can rcaliso the' hardships and sufferings which haw to 
bc undcrgouc. The first ericrriy is tlic climate, tho nest tlicunkuomn 
and unhcaltlip nature of tho groiirid, and tliu grcntcst, tho waut of 
uwnns of communication, of housing, victunlling, nud ambnlancc 
scrricc. Tho \\-ounded of Olio and liettiit were eoiiic tmcnty odd 
dnjs under proyisioual trcatincnt, owing to wnnt of wiatdriel and per- 
soniiel, and this notwitbstnnding tho self-abnegation of tho snrgenn to 
tho cxpcdition, I). hnnclcto Cabezas, mlio was seriously wonndcd in 
tho lintid, when his services wwe most needed. Tho Govcrnment 
rewarded handsomely tlioso who had undergono snch sufferings by 
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