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INTRODUCTION

LIKE OTHER ISLANDS I N  MICRONESIA, YA P HAS CONSTANTLY BEEN E X -

POSED TO NUMEROUS EXTERNAL INFLUENCES OVER THE PAST CENTURY, T H I S

HAS RESULTED I N  RAPIDLY CHANGING SOCIAL STRUCTURES, CAUSING CULTURAL

CONFLICTS AND CONTRIBUTING TO ALIENATION OF THE YOUNG PEOPLE OF YAP

FROM THEIR CULTURAL HERITAGE.

WITH ka lv tom,  HOWEVER, A N  ATTEMPT I S  PUT FORTH TO GET THE YOUNG

PEOPLE MORE ATTENTIVE TO THEIR FADING BACKGROUNDS.

THIS ISSUE,  T H E  TH/PD OF A  SERIES,  HAS BEEN PRODUCED MAINLY SY

YAP SENIOR HIGH SCHOOL STUDENTS WHO TOOK PART I N  THE YAPESE CULTURAL

HERITAGE CLASS OF 7 8 - 7 9 ,  I T  I S  THE PRODUCT AFTER A  YEAR OF THESE

STUDENTS' EFFORTS TO EXTRACT VALUABLE CULTURAL/ETHNIC INFORMATION

FROM THE YAPESE RESOURCE PEOPLE I N  THE VARIOUS VILLAGES ON THE

ISLAND,

PUTTING T H I S  ISSUE TOGETHER WAS A NEW AND DUTIFUL TASK FOR

THE CLASS, B U T kakkom IDENTIF IES SOME OF THE UNIQUE QUALITIES AND

VALUES OF THE vAPESE PEOPLE WHICH THE STUDENTS WANTED TO LEARN MORE

ABOUT.

THE STORIES WERE COLLECTED AND PUT TOGETHER FOR THOSE WHO

WISH TO LEARN MORE ABOUT THE CULTURE OF THE ISLAND,  W E ,  THEREFORE,

HOPE THAT OUR kak i tom WILL NOT ONLY FRIGHTEN YOU DAYS, BUT WILL ALSO

SERVE AS A  PIECE OF "PRESERVED" CULTURAL VALUE.

zt , tan L .  n a a t ,  Te a c h e k l A d v í , s o
Yap S i t ,  H g  S c h o o l
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Y A P  S T A T E

GEOGRAPHICAL DESCRIPTION:

Yap I s l a n d  p r o p e r ,  n i n e  i n h a b i t e d  a t o l l s  a n d  t w o  s i n g l e  i s l a n d
f o r m a t i o n s ,  f o u r  n o r m a l l y  u n i n h a b i t e d  a t o l l s  a n d  i s l a n d s ,  a n d  t h o u -
sands o f  m i l e s  o f  w a t e r  c o m p r i s e  t h e  Ya p  S t a t e .  F r o m  Ya p  p r o p e r ,
where t h e  D i s t r i c t  C e n t e r  i s  l o c a t e d  i n  C o l o n i a ,  t h e  i n h a b i t e d
o u t e r  i s l a n d s  a r e  s c a t t e r e d  t o  t h e  e a s t  f o r  a  d i s t a n c e  o f  a p p r o -
x i m a t e l y  s e v e n  h u n d r e d  m i l e s  t o  S a t a w a l ,  i n  a  b a n d  o f  n o r t h - s o u t h
w i d t h  o f  o n e  h u n d r e d  s i x t y  m i l e s .

Yap, l o c a t e d  a b o u t  f o u r  h u n d r e d  f i f t y  m i l e s  s o u t h w e s t  o f  Guam,
i s  made u p  o f  f o u r  m a j o r  i s l a n d s  s e p a r a t e d  b y  n a r r o w  passages  a n d
sur rounded  o n  v a r i o u s  s h o r e s  b y  f r i n g i n g  o r  b a r r i e r  r e e f s  o r  b o t h .
The t o t a l  l a n d  a r e a  o f  Ya p  i s  a p p r o x i m a t e l y  3 8 . 7  s q u a r e  m i l e s .  T h e
main i s l a n d  i s  d i v i d e d  i n  t h e  n o r t h e r n  p o r t i o n  b y  a  r a n g e  o f  h i l l s ,
585 f e e t  a t  t h e i r  h i g h e s t  e l e v a t i o n ,  w h i c h  s e p a r a t e  t h e  i n h a b i t e d
eas t  a n d  w e s t  c o a s t  v i l l a g e s .  T h e  s o u t h e r n  e n d  f l a t t e n s  o u t  t o  c o a s t -
a l  p l a i n s  m o r e  n e a r l y  r e s e m b l i n g  l o w - i s l a n d  f o r m a t i o n s .  R o a d s  e x t e n d
s e v e r a l  m i l e s  n o r t h  o f  C o l o n i a  a l o n g  t h e  e a s t  c o a s t  o f  t h e  m a i n  i s l -
and a n d  t o  t h e  s o u t h e r n  t i p .  R o a d s  a r e  c o n t i n o u s l y  b e i n g  i m p r o v e d
and e x t e n d e d .

The o u t e r  i s l a n d s  t o  t h e  e a s t ,  w h i c h  a r e  u s u a l l y  r e a c h e d  o n
f i e l d  t r i p s  a b o u t  o n c e  e v e r y  t w o  t o  t h r e e  w e e k s ,  a r e  a l l  l o w  a n d
c o r a l l i n e ,  w i t h  t h e  e x c e p t i o n  o f  F a i s ,  a  r a i s e d  c o r a l l i n e  i s l a n d .
Most o f  t h e m  a r e  b e a u t i f u l  l a g o o n - t y p e  a t o l l s ,  a l t h o u g h  a  f e w  emerge
l a g o o n l e s s  o u t  o f  t h e  s e a ,  m a k i n g  l a n d i n g s  d i f f i c u l t  d u r i n g  h e a v y
s u r f s .  U l i t h i  A t o l l ,  w h e r e  t h e  C o a s t  Gua rd  u s e d  t o  m a i n t a i n  a  L o r a n
S t a t i o n ,  w a s  a n  i m p o r t a n t  s t a g i n g  c e n t e r  f o r  t h e  U . S .  F l e e t  d u r i n g
Wor ld  War  I I .  O n  P a i s ,  a b o u t  f i f t y  m i l e s  s o u t h e a s t  o f  U l i t h i ,  p h o s -
pha te  o n c e  was  m i n e d  b y  t h e  J a p a n e s e .

Only t h e  l a r g e s t  o f  t h e  m a j o r  i s l a n d s  a r e  i n h a b i t e d .  T h e s e  a r e
Yap, f o u r ;  U l i t h i ,  f i v e ;  W o l e a i ,  s e v e n .  I n  t h e  o t h e r  a t o l l s ,  p a r t -
i c u l a r l y  t h e  U l i t h i - W o l e a i  g r o u p ,  a r e  numerous  u n p o p u l a t e d  i s l a n d s ,
each s o  s m a l l  t h e y  a r e  l i t t l e  m o r e  t h a n  c o r a l  d o t s  i n  t h e  o c e a n .

HISTORY:

Yap a n d  U l i t h i  p r o b a b l y  w e r e  d i s c o v e r e d  b y  t h e  P o r t u g u e s e
C a p t a i n  D i e g o  DaRocha i n  1 5 2 6 .  T h e y  s u b s e q u e n t l y  w e r e  v i s i t e d  b y
Span ish ,  E n g l i s h  a n d  German e x p l o r e r s ,  w h a l e r s  a n d  t r a d e r s  o f  v a r i o u s
n a t i o n a l i t i e s  a n d  h a v e  b e e n  g o v e r n e d  o r  a d m i n i s t r a t e d  b y  S p a i n ,  G e r -
many, J a p a n ,  a n d  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s .

CULTURAL CHARACTERISTICS:

The m o s t  i m p o r t a n t  f o r m  o f  p r o p e r t y  i n  Ya p  i s  l a n d .  A l m o s t
a l l  o f  i t  i s  n a t i v e -owned.  L a n d  n o t  o n l y  p r o v i d e s  s u b s i s t e n c e  a n d
b u i l d i n g  m a t e r i a l s  b u t  a l s o  d e t e r m i n e s  t h e  Ya p  I s l a n d e r ' s  s t a t u s
and r o l e .  A  man becomes c h i e f  o r  m a g i c i a n  b e c a u s e  o f  t h e  p a r t i c u l a r
land  h e  h o l d s ,  a n d  t h e  Yapese  o f t e n  s a y ,  " T h e  man i s  n o t  c h i e f ,  b u t
the l a n d  i s  c h i e f . "
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­,CY0,"Y,jYj-xG"YOGGqYK,vvGSY::j0GYv,qSYW1Y"jWqGYxWqGAtDYu0GY
v,k9GY::U0GGv"DYW1Y"jWqGYpR,- YUGkGYOkWM90jY1kWxY(,v,MYOG1WkGYoMks
WCG,qYj-xG"YWqYK,qWG"Y,qSYk,1j"hY,qSYv,jGkYWqY",-v-q9Y"0-C"Yw’ons­wY
j0GY1,xGSYw:”GG1G:"tY)WxGYUGkGYOkWM90jY1kWxYyM,xtYu0GYyGkx,qY
,Sx-q-"jk,jWk"hYmniismnmehYkGKW9q-NGSYj0GY-xCWkj,qKGYW1Yj0G"GY
xWqWv-j0"Y,qSYWKK,"-Wq,vvAYKWq1-"K,jGSYj0GxYU0GqY9WFGkqxGqjYyfYpokc
-FG"YUGkGYS-"kG9,kSGStYwk,q9GsKWvWkGSY"0Gvv"Yp­,k Y,kGYh;knpYskPbpwY
W1YF,vM,OvG"YM"GSY-qYKGkGxWq-,vYGLK0,q9G"hY,"Y1WkYwpkkgpDpCkws;lY
jWkj"hY,qSY-qY1MqGk,v"hYx,kk-,9GY,qSYWj0GkY-xCWkj,qjYk-jG"tYaws­Y
KWq"GIMGqKGYW1YSGCWCMv,j-WqhY­,CG"GYF,vM,OvG"Y0,FGYOGKWxGYo;Db­Y­c
j-FGvAYCvGqj-1Mvt

EG"jGkqYKvWj0G"Y,kGYUWkqYOAYj0GY­,CG"GYM"M,vvAYU0GqYo;DfCmsfCk;Y
dWvWq-,Y,qSYOAYCGWCvGYU0WYv-FGYKvW"GYjWYknpsifwkYfoksdpCkpY s.’ksfCY
j0GYF-vv,9G"hYjk,S-j-Wq,vYjACG"YW1Y,jj-kGY,kGYUWkqtYt­bpwpsog;knfCmY
-"Y"-xCvGY,qSY"K,qjAYOMjYqWjYU-j0WMjYxG,q-q9hYu0GYxGqY-p­Ysg;fCsog;knwY
pu0MU Y,qSYMCWqYkG,K0-q9YG,kvAYx,q0WWSY,SSY,Y.’ConsW1Ynf.fwo’ws.­YAY
U0-K0YC,""G"YOGjUGGqYj0GYj0-90"Y,qSY-"Y,jj,K0GSYjWYj0GY1kWqjY­Cys.­oAY
W1Yj0GYj0MUtY.qYj0GYC,"jhYOMjYvG""Y"WYjWS,AhYj0GYKWvWkYW1Y,YD­C)wY
j0MUYSGqWjGSY0-"YKv,""Y"j,qS-q9tYu0GYUWxGqYyYpwwsfCsl’ggs­Cysnp­vPcY
U,-"jGSY9k,""Y"z-kj"Y,qSYMCWqYkG,K0-q9YaxGq,kK0GDY,SSY,Y.g­oAso;YyY
U0-K0Y-"YvWWCGSY,kWMqSYj0GYqGKzt

u0GYjk,S-j-Wq,vYjACGYW1Y­,CG"GY0WM"GY-"Yg­Ymps­Cysnpx­m;C­gsfCY
j0GY1vWWkYCv,qhYU-j0Y,Y"jGGCYj0,jK0GSYkWW1YU0-K0Y4Mj"Y;’ks­ksknpsk;bY
GqS"tYu0-"YjACGYW1Y0WM"GhY0WUGFGkhY-"Y9k,SM,vvAYOG-q9YkGCv,KGSYOAY
"x,vvGkhY1v-x"-GkY0WM"G"YU-j0YKWkkM9,jGSY-kWqYWkYj0,jK0YkWW1"tYrW"jY
F-vv,9G"Y,v"WY0,FGY,Yv,k9GYxGq:"Y0WM"GYpf,vMUY;Ysrp.­fus-npYpsknpsDpCY
9,j0GkYjWYK0,jYWkY"vGGCt

u0GY­,CG"GY,kGYqWjGSY1WkYj0G-kYKWq"GkF,j-"xtYdvW"GkY;.wpYv­kf;CY
U-vvYOG,kYWMjYj0,jYj0GAY0,FGY,KKGCjGSYx,qAYj0-q9"Y1kWxYj0GYWMj"-SGY
UWkvStYR,j0GkYj0,qYkG4GKj-q9Yj0-q9"Y1WkG-9qY-qYjWjWhYknpPsn­vps.ppCY
xWkGY"GvGKj-FGYj0,qYxW"jYW1Yj0GYwKG,q-KYCGWCvG"t

wPuoRY.)Tlg’)c

u0GYPv-j0-,q"Y,qSYEWvG,-,q"Y,kGYIM-jGYS-11GkGqjY1kWxY­,CG"GY-qY
,YqMxOGkYW1YkG"CGKj"tYu0GAY,kGY-qY9GqGk,vYv-90jGkY"z-qqGSY,qSYvWWzY
xWkGYv-zGY(WvAqG"-,q"hY,vj0WM90Yj0GAY,kGYqWjY,"Yk­ggs­Cysnp­vPhY
E0-vGY­,CG"GY,qSYWMjGkY-"v,qSYxGqYOWj0YUG,kYvW-qsKvWj0"hYj0GYWMjGkY
-"v,qSGk"YSWYqWjY,SSYj0GY0-O-"KM"YO,kzYjWY-qS-K,jGYx,q0WWSY­Cys;lkpCY
UG,kYvW-qYKvWj0"Yx,SGYW1Y0-O-"KM"Y,qSYO,q,q,Ylf.pYhsenps;’kpYsfwg­CyY
UWxGqYUG,kYOk-G1Y9k,""Y"z-kj"YMqj-vYxGq,kK0GhYj0GqYK0,q9GYjWYnf.fwo’wY
WkYO,q,q,Y1-OGkYUk,Cs,kWMqSYv,F,sv,F,"t

Pqv-zGY­,ChYj0GkGY,kGYqWY"0,kCYKv,""YS-"j-qKj-Wq"Y-qYj0G"GYo;Y­gY
-"v,qS"hY,vj0WM90YK0-G1j,-q"0-C"Y,kGY0Gk:GS-j,kAY,qSY0GvSY.PsyplfCfkpY
x,jk-v-qG,vYv-qG,9G"t

lvxW"jY,vvYW1Yj0GYWMjGkY-"v,qSYCGWCvGY,kGYd,j0Wv-Kt
u0GYvWUY-"v,qS"Y,kGYGLjkGxGvAYFMvqGk,OvGYjWYjAC0WWq"Y-nfonsw-ppbY

j0kWM90Yj0GY,kG,Y,qqM,vvAhY,vj0WM90Yj0GYjAC0WWq"Y-qYYpopCksPp­Ywsn­vpY
qWjYOGGqY,"Y"GFGkGY,"Yj0GYWqGY-qYmnibYU0-K0YqGKG""-j,jGSY,Yx,""YGF,Ks
M,j-WqYW1Yq,j-FG"YjWY­,CY(kWCGkt

Yap h a s  a t  t i m e s  b e e n  c a l l e d  " t h e  l a n d  o f  s t o n e  m o n e y. "  T h e
l a r g e  " w h e e l s "  o f  s t o n e  ( R a i )  w e r e  b r o u g h t  f r o m  P a l a u  b e f o r e  E u r -
opean t i m e s  o n  c a n o e s  a n d  r a f t s ,  a n d  l a t e r  o n  s a i l i n g  s h i p s  s u c h  a s
the f a m e d  O ' K e e f e ' s .  S o m e  w e r e  b r o u g h t  f r o m  Guam. T h e  German
a d m i n i s t r a t o r s ,  1 9 0 0 - 1 9 1 4 ,  r e c o g n i z e d  t h e  i m p o r t a n c e  o f  t h e s e
m o n o l i t h s  a n d  o c c a s i o n a l l y  c o n f i s c a t e d  t h e m  when g o v e r n m e n t  d i r e c t -
i v e s  w e r e  d i s r e g a r d e d .  O r a n g e - c o l o r e d  s h e l l s  ( Y a r )  a r e  o t h e r  t y p e s
o f  v a l u a b l e s  u s e d  i n  c e r e m o n i a l  e x c h a n g e s ,  a s  f o r  s e t t l e m e n t s  o f
t o r t s ,  a n d  i n  f u n e r a l s ,  m a r r i a g e  a n d  o t h e r  i m p o r t a n t  r i t e s .  A s  a
consequence o f  d e p o p u l a t i o n ,  Ya p e s e  v a l u a b l e s  h a v e  become c o m p a r a -
t i v e l y  p l e n t i f u l .

Western c l o t h e s  a r e  w o r n  b y  t h e  Yapese  u s u a l l y  when c o m i n g  i n t o
C o l o n i a  a n d  b y  p e o p l e  who l i v e  c l o s e  t o  t h e  D i s t r i c t  C e n t e r ;  b u t  i n
the  v i l l a g e s ,  t r a d i t i o n a l  t y p e s  o f  a t t i r e  a r e  w o r n .  Y a p e s e  c l o t h i n g
i s  s i m p l e  a n d  s c a n t y  b u t  n o t  w i t h o u t  m e a n i n g ,  T h e  men w e a r  l o i n  c l o t h s
(Thuw) a n d  u p o n  r e a c h i n g  e a r l y  manhood a d d  a  b u n c h  o f  h i b i s c u s  b a r k
wh ich  p a s s e s  b e t w e e n  t h e  t h i g h s  a n d  i s  a t t a c h e d  t o  t h e  f r o n t  a n d  b a c k
o f  t h e  t h u w .  I n  t h e  p a s t ,  b u t  l e s s  s o  t o d a y ,  t h e  c o l o r  o f  a  m a n ' s
thuw d e n o t e d  h i s  c l a s s  s t a n d i n g .  T h e  women d r e s s  i n  f u l l  a n d  h e a v y -
w a i s t e d  g r a s s  s k i r t s  a n d  u p o n  r e a c h i n g  " m e n a r c h e "  a d d  a  b l a c k  c o r d
wh ich  i s  l o o p e d  a r o u n d  t h e  n e c k .

The t r a d i t i o n a l  t y p e  o f  Ya p e s e  h o u s e  i s  l a r g e  a n d  h e x a g o n a l  i n
the  f l o o r  p l a n ,  w i t h  a  s t e e p  t h a t c h e d  r o o f  w h i c h  j u t s  o u t  a t  t h e  t o p
ends.  T h i s  t y p e  o f  h o u s e ,  h o w e v e r ,  i s  g r a d u a l l y  b e i n g  r e p l a c e d  b y
s m a l l e r ,  f l i m s i e r  h o u s e s  w i t h  c o r r u g a t e d  i r o n  o r  t h a t c h  r o o f s .  M o s t
v i l l a g e s  a l s o  h a v e  a  l a r g e  m e n ' s  h o u s e  ( F a l u w  o r  P e b a i )  w h e r e  t h e  men
g a t h e r  t o  c h a t  o r  s l e e p .

The Yapese  a r e  n o t e d  f o r  t h e i r  c o n s e r v a t i s m .  C l o s e r  o b s e r v a t i o n
w i l l  b e a r  o u t  t h a t  t h e y  h a v e  a c c e p t e d  many t h i n g s  f r o m  t h e  o u t s i d e
w o r l d .  R a t h e r  t h a n  r e j e c t i n g  t h i n g s  f o r e i g n  i n  t o t o ,  t h e y  h a v e  b e e n
more s e l e c t i v e  t h a n  m o s t  o f  t h e  O c e a n i c  p e o p l e s .

OUTER ISLANDS:

The U l i t h i a n s  a n d  Wo l e a i a n s  a r e  q u i t e  d i f f e r e n t  f r o m  Ya p e s e  i n
a n u m b e r  o f  r e s p e c t s .  T h e y  a r e  i n  g e n e r a l  l i g h t e r  s k i n n e d  a n d  l o o k
more l i k e  P o l y n e s i a n s ,  a l t h o u g h  t h e y  a r e  n o t  a s  t a l l  a n d  h e a v y.
W h i l e  Yapese  a n d  o u t e r  i s l a n d  men b o t h  w e a r  l o i n - c l o t h s ,  t h e  o u t e r
i s l a n d e r s  d o  n o t  a d d  t h e  h i b i s c u s  b a r k  t o  i n d i c a t e  manhood a n d  o f t e n
wear l o i n  c l o t h s  made o f  h i b i s c u s  a n d  banana  f i b e r .  T h e  o u t e r  i s l a n d
women w e a r  b r i e f  g r a s s  s k i r t s  u n t i l  m e n a r c h e ,  t h e n  change  t o  h i b i s c u s
o r  b a n a n a  f i b e r  w r a p - a r o u n d  l a v a - l a v a s .

U n l i k e  Ya p ,  t h e r e  a r e  n o  s h a r p  c l a s s  d i s t i n c t i o n s  i n  t h e s e  c o r a l
i s l a n d s ,  a l t h o u g h  c h i e f t a i n s h i p s  a r e  h e r ' e d i t a r y  a n d  h e l d  b y  d e f i n i t e
m a t r i l i n e a l  l i n e a g e s .

A lmost  a l l  o f  t h e  o u t e r  i s l a n d  p e o p l e  a r e  C a t h o l i c .
The l o w  i s l a n d s  a r e  e x t r e m e l y  v u l n e r a b l e  t o  t y p h o o n s  w h i c h  sweep

t h r o u g h  t h e  a r e a  a n n u a l l y ,  a l t h o u g h  t h e  t y p h o o n s  i n  r e c e n t  y e a r s  h a v e
n o t  b e e n  a s  s e v e r e  a s  t h e  o n e  i n  1 9 0 7  w h i c h  n e c e s s i t a t e d  a  mass e v a c -
u a t i o n  o f  n a t i v e s  t o  Ya p  P r o p e r .
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tiyLdSIPqSPy,L.-LkiyLpSHLfkSkyLbyd.IPLk.LkiyLPvySkLuSdSD.No.dDNL
Iy,mSILdSIPqSPyL-ScmdDLkiSkLy;kyIM,L-v.cLuSMSPS,rSvLk.LeS,kyvLa,dSIMGL
l.JyCyvALpSHy,yLm,L,.LMm,kmIrkdDLMm--yvyIkL-v.cLSIDL.-LkiyLdSIPqSPy,L
mILkim,LSvySLkiSkLcqkqSdLmIkyddmPmbmdmkDLm,LdSrxmIPLyCyILJmkiL.kiyvL
umrv.Iy,mSILdSIPqSPy,GLtiyLYdmkimSI,AL.IdDLSLiqIMvyMLcmdy,LMm,kSIkL
-v.cLpSHAL,HySxLSLdSIPqSPyLkiSkLm,Lc.v.LSxmILk.Ltvqxy,yGLpSHy,yLm,L
SLr.cHdy;LdSIPqSPyLmIC.dCmIPLkiyLq,yL.-LkimvkyyILC.JydL,.qIM,LSIML
kimvkDNkJ.Lr.I,.ISIk,GLakLiS,LSLMy-mImkyLPvSccSvLJmkiLIqcyv.q,L
kyI,y,LSIML,.cyLy;kvSL-ySkqvy,LI.kL-.qIMLmILc.,kLdSIPqSPy,AL,qriLS,L
kiyLMm,kmIrkm.ILmILIqcbyvLbykJyyIL,mIPqdSvALMqSdALSIMLHdqvSdGL
pSHy,yLC.rSbqdSvDLm,LvmriLSIMLSMywqSkyLk.Lr.CyvLHvSrkmrSddDLSIDL
d.rSdL,mkqSkm.IG

TiSIPy,LmIL-.vymPILSMcmIm,kvSkm.ILiSCyLdy-kLumrv.Iy,mSI,LdSvPydDL
bmdmIPqSdGLuSIDL,HySxLb.kiLpSHy,yAL.vLYdmkimSIALSIMLnSHSIy,yELSL
Pv.JmIPLIqcbyvL,HySxLeIPdm,iELSIMLSL-yJL,HySxLoSdSqSILSIML yvcSIG

fcSddLS,LkiyLpSHLm,dSIM,LcSDLbyALMmSdyrkLMm--yvyIry,Ly;m,kLmIL
Mm--yvyIkLvyPm.I,L,.LkiSkLSLpSHy,yLm,LSbdyLk.LMm,kmIPqm,iLkiyLvyPm.IL
SdL.vmPmIL.-LSI.kiyvLpSHy,yL-v.cLSLMm--yvyIkLm,dSIMLbDLkiy,yL-mIyL
,HyyriLMm--yvyIry,GLhmSdyrkLMm--yvyIry,LiSCyLcSMyLkiyLy,kSbdm,icyIk

LANGUAGE:

The l a n g u a g e s  o f  t h e  Ya p  S t a t e  b e l o n g  t o  t h e  g r e a t  M a l a y o - P o l y -
n e s i a n  l a n g u a g e  f a m i l y  t h a t  e x t e n d s  f r o m  Madagascar  t o  E a s t e r  I s l a n d .
However,  Ya p e s e  i s  s o  d i s t i n c t l y  d i f f e r e n t  f r o m  a n y  o f  t h e  l a n g u a g e s
i n  t h i s  a r e a  t h a t  m u t u a l  i n t e l l i g i b i l i t y  i s  l a c k i n g  e v e n  w i t h  o t h e r
M i c r o n e s i a n  l a n g u a g e s .  T h e  U l i t h i a n s ,  o n l y  a  h u n d r e d  m i l e s  d i s t a n t
f rom Ya p ,  s p e a k  a  l a n g u a g e  t h a t  i s  more  a k i n  t o  T r u k e s e .  Y a p e s e  i s
a comp lex  l a n g u a g e  i n v o l v i n g  t h e  u s e  o f  t h i r t e e n  v o w e l  s o u n d s  a n d
t h i r t y - t w o  c o n s o n a n t s .  I t  h a s  a  d e f i n i t e  g r a m m a r  w i t h  numerous
tenses a n d  some e x t r a  f e a t u r e s  n o t  f o u n d  i n  m o s t  l a n g u a g e s ,  s u c h  a s
the  d i s t i n c t i o n  i n  number  b e t w e e n  s i n g u l a r ,  d u a l ,  a n d  p l u r a l .
Yapese v o c a b u l a r y  i s  r i c h  a n d  a d e q u a t e  t o  c o v e r  p r a c t i c a l l y  a n y
l o c a l  s i t u a t i o n .

Changes i n  f o r e i g n  a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  h a v e  l e f t  M i c r o n e s i a n s  l a r g e l y
b i l i n g u a l .  M a n y  s p e a k  b o t h  Ya p e s e ,  o r  U l i t h i a n ,  a n d  J a p a n e s e ;  a
growing number  s p e a k  E n g l i s h ;  a n d  a  f e w  s p e a k  P a l a u a n  a n d  German.

Smal l  a s  t h e  Ya p  i s l a n d s  may  b e ,  d i a l e c t  d i f f e r e n c e s  e x i s t  i n
d i f f e r e n t  r e g i o n s  s o  t h a t  a  Ya p e s e  i s  a b l e  t o  d i s t i n g u i s h  t h e  r e g i o n
a l  o r i g i n  o f  a n o t h e r  Yapese  f r o m  a  d i f f e r e n t  i s l a n d  b y  t h e s e  f i n e
speech d i f f e r e n c e s .  D i a l e c t  d i f f e r e n c e s  h a v e  made t h e  e s t a b l i s h m e n t
o f  a  s t a n d a r d  o r t h o g r a p h y  n e a r l y  i m p o s s i b l e  t o  d a t e .
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TIIE WORLD WAR II
DANCE

Story b y  He len  Laawath
Photos b y  Sebas t ian  L  A n e f a l

"Tangine M a l "  i s  t h e  name o f
t h i s  dance,  meaning i t  i s  a  dance
about t h e  wa r.  T h e  peop le  com-
posed t h i s  dance a f t e r  Wor ld War
I I  when t h e  Americans came and
fought  w i t h  t h e  Japanese on  Yap.
I t  i s  a  women's s i t t i n g  dance.
The people o f  G a g i l  made t h e
dance a f t e r  s u f f e r i n g  d u r i n g  t h e
war. T h e  names o f  t h e  two  com-
posers o f  t h i s  dance were R iyan
and Rulyan.

The American a n d  Japanese

forces b r o u g h t  many t h i n g s  t h a t
the Yapese peop le  had neve r  seen
before.  T h e y  b rough t  s h i p s ,  a i r -
planes and  many d i f f e r e n t  weapons.
When t h e  Yapese peop le  saw t h o s e
th ings t h e y  were r e a l l y  p u z z l e d
and f r i g h t e n e d .  T h e  Yapese peo -
p le c o u l d  n o t  unders tand.  T h e y
had never  seen people  f i g h t  i n
the a i r  and  on  t h e  h i g h  seas .
To them, t h e  U .S .  and  Japanese
so ld ie r s  f o u g h t  on  t h e  ocean l i k e
huge whales  and  i n  t h e  s k i e s  l i k e
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g i g a n t i c  eag les .  The  g r e a t  whales
and eag les  dropped exp los i ve
" c o o n u t s "  o n  Yap.

7-4ere were many t h i n g s  t h e
Ame'ricans and  Japanese d i d  t o
them t h a t  t h e y  d i d  n o t  know why
they were done.  A s  a  r e s u l t ,  t h e
Yapese peop le  t h o u g h t  about  t h e

he t h i n g s  t h e  Americans
rIncl t h e  Japanese d i d  t o  them,
2nd t h e  t h i n g s  t h e  Americans and
Japanese b rough t  t o  t h e i r  i s l a n d s .
They dec ided  i t  was good t o  make
a dance abou t  t h e  Americans and
Japanese and t h e i r  ha rsh  a c t i -
v i t i e s  o n  Yap.  So t h e y  made t h i s
dance:

" L o b ,  l o b .  l o b b a . . .  N a p a n  n i  y í g o o m e  m o g o l  n i f i y a  n i  n g a n  p a q u  w a a b

n a g a  u a u  m a l i k a  y a g a d i  n i  w o r u g u n a n q e d  f a n .

og : .  y a p a n i  n g a n  a y u w  d e m i c h  u

M i n t i l i f a n  n g a a m e  m a n -

i t a y i s c h e  k e y o b  n i  d i m i t  n o s  a m -

i r í k a n a  u m f o t h i g a r a f  n a g e  y o o n  y u  y a p  m a g a s u l  m e m u n  g o r o m o n  b e n u M  y i

- s e n t o k í  n i  k a m u l i e d  e  n a m o n  y u  y a p a  n i  k u g r u s  g o d n g a y . . . y i r i w  y i u u m . "
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 .1 fb’bs1sF1UFcBB2M12BcB•1sFtFUb1sF1scbs1’bc41Kbbk1sbUb14c41

2b•FCb1UbcbrF1sF1KBG4c4sbscMr1tbs.1lFsYF•Ftbs1scbb2M12bsBc41Ub’b1sF1

scbs1bU4K1rM2Fdh141Kbsb2Fr1F124c412bbk41KBdhbcbr1scbU.1obbrbrF1rb•F’1

M’4•1MUGBGM41tbGrFdhb2b12FGbkbrbsF1ghb21scBKbbk.15

N.1 obbrbrF1sM•MCB•BC1sF1Cbrbk4•124c42bbk41KMdhM1cbrF1scb•Fscbs1

F12bGbrF24K13BGBCM1’bcb•1s412FGFC1sF1GbUbYF1YMsFcF12bGbrM1sF4cUb•FU1

rB1scb•bsc14c41Ub•FUMrB1scb•bsc12bkM1dhMscMc1sF12bs4K.1ybU1M1Y64t1

KB’4K4s1sMkM1YhFc1kMrFcFGM1sF2bs4K1sF1kMK4sF.1mBYhBGFM124K1GBC1scFk4Y1

scM14G4tMcM1sb4s12MkF•Fc1UBKbbk.

a.1 lMUFkF•12MbU4K41YbsB•bsc1scM1bU4K1scbsF12FcF•1scb1rBsc4dh1

YbkbsMtB12bG4KM•1sFcFkFs1sF1CM•F2b1rMG431sF•4c4Ub•12bG1cbr.1wb•2bGM1

c4YB4Fr1c4YbU4r412b•BCbU1Ub•b2b1GMc4YB4FrF12bYhB•FUbk.1wFYbtFsMUM1

bsF1cbb14Ub’b1UBcMYhFs12MrBGBcb•F1sc4sbYhF1scbsbsc41Kbbk1sbUb1sc4CMG1

MrM1•b4K12Frb1sF1scbc42F•1scbr1scbbG.

p.1 m4’FGMr41YbsMk4Y1sF1kBr4K1scMkB•BU1UF1r4Kb1sF14c4kF•FU1

sFscMrM1G431scM12bCFU1MGsb’bs1sbc4sbscMrM1Ybt4s24rb1sF14c4’FcF1

2b•kBdhcbr.1lbGMkB1ebrFk4•bc4Br1scbr4’bsb1c4’br1’4scBrB1cbrM1sF1

2BYhB•FUbk1b1F3MUM•421c42bcMrB1tFGFcbsM12bCFU1scM12bG4312bkM1YhFc1

bU2br.1uc4•bcFsrM1kBs1cF•BKb1sF14c4dhb2F1dhb2Mcbrb.

n.1 uc42BYh4G1scbBk4Y12bsbs42brB1CM14BscBs1kFs44s1Yb•FUMsM1sb4s1

sF1kBC421Yhb•M1c4’1kFdhkFdhFk1sFkBBGB1kMcBGB•41•F4scb1sFkM1r4G4GM1

2F3Fs1kMdhFkF1dhMkM1Cbk4GMB1tFYhFC12bcb2brB12bGFkbb1UFtb•FUFcUb2bBr.

i.1 ob•bcbGM12bG4GFrb1YhFscMs1sbc41Kbbk1sbUbsF1scM1K4GF1scBYhBs1

sM24K1GBC1scFk4Y1UB2BG4G1UBKbbk.1wF2BG4G1UBKbbk1UF2BG4G1UBKbbk1’FsF1

scM1KM1cb•B12BBsUbs1’FscMKM1YhBscBYh1sFcFkFs.1l41’4UMKM1Yb2MGBcBs1

Ub’bsF1scM1k4U4•sBc1cbrbr.1e4c4G434GB3B1cbrB1GbGBcBs1U412FGFC

1. N a p a n  n i  yigoome mogol n i f i y a  n i  ngan pagu waab n a y a  ugu

mal ika yagad i  n i  worugunanged f a n .  M i n t i l i f a n  ngaame manogu yapa n i

ngan ayuw demich u  wanamid i  mugu maabu wochagad ngay.  Faadadi d a l i p

epul e y r o r e u  fa rd ichama mi rabadan i  cham ngowaab.

2. F a a d a d i  n e l e k o l o k  n i  kadabu l  mugumaabu weche g a d i  ngal ingan

i  maradimuw soroke p a g a l  n u  m i n k  n i  r a y a t i  t e n i g i  marade n i u g y a l i y

do nga lang ugu y a l i y e d o  nga lang mabe chengeg n i  manuw. B a y  e  t ' u f

wopuwun nebe t h i g  b e d i g i r e  nimanuw n i  bewuni .  Gothone muw r o k  ng ibut

nge u ru fege  naun m e b i l i g  yowaab.

3. M e y i b i l  meayuwu t ano lang  nge ayuw ngan i  m i g i l  n g a  donguch

tabanefo maruwel n i g i b i n  n i  k e l i m a  derus  n i l u g u y a l  mar gad. Ya l m a r e

gutou id  gutayudu malokay yalama r e g u t o u i d i  m a t h o l i y a b .  Y i t a f i n e y e

ani  gaa  uyapa y o g e t h i n  medoroga l i  nguna th i  nganangu waab naya  n g u k e r

ede l a u w  mida n i  ngagumi l  ngad ngaa r.

4. G u p i r e d u  t a n e b u t  n i  b o d u w  n g e b o l o y  y i  duwa n i  u g u b i l i y

ningede r u s  nge mak i y  ernapan n a g u n a n g e d e  t a f u n m u d a  n i  u g u p i g i

malbochgad. M a r e b o  K a d i b u l a g u o d  ngadupana gupad p u n g o d o  g a d e  n i

mothol iyab a  i seye lum  gumagedo f i r i g a n e  m a k i y  n g e  marus m a b e  t h i g

aymad. Ugu lag inde  bon  g i l owa  n i  uguchami chamegada.

S. U g u m o t h u r  ngaobut mananumado k e  uongon b inuun  t a l i y e n e  naun

n i  bokum t h a l e  gup b i c h b i c h i b  n i b o o r o  bego ro lu  l i u n g a  n i b e  d u r u r e

mis in  b e c h i b i  chebe kabureo f i t h i k  magamado mar ibaa  y i f a l i y i g y a m a o d .

6. F a l a g a r e  maru r ida  t h i n g e n  nagu waab n a y a n i  nge w u r i  ngo thon

nemuw r o k  n g i b u t  yomorur yowaab. Yi m o r u r  yowaab y i m o r u r  yowaab p i n i

nge we g a l o  moonyan pingewe t h o n g o t h  n i g i b i n .  M u  puyewe  t a m e r o g o n

yapani nge buyu lnog  gadad. K u g u r u s u r o s o  g a d o  ra rogon  y u  m i n k
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Compiled b y  F r a s t u s  H.  Yi n u g

• i l iboyeycor  I g t i Y  b L  i p u n g  dowmach n i b e  mason g i b i r  a w o g  n i

nuwongo dakayan yuyapa n i  kagurus gad ngay.

7... I t a y i . s c h e . k e y o b  n i  d i m i t  nos a m i r i k a n a  u m f o t h i g a r a f  nage

yoon m a g a q u l  nemun goromon bemun y i  s e n t o k i  n i  kamu l ied  e

namon yu  k u g u T u s •  godngay.

EFUL TO THE
I t  i s  s a i d  t h a t  e v e r y

L I V E L I H O O D  ill lül ILI u s a b l e .  T h e  f o l l o w i n g  a r t i c l e
th ing  o n  t h e  coconut  t r e e  i s

i l l u s t r a t e s  oneo f  t h e  v a r i o u s
products o b t a i n a b l e  f r o m  t h e

l i r i l i l l ›  E S  b e r s  a r e  v e r y  u s e f u l  t o  t h e

coconut t r e e  o r  "haw" .  " A w n
or ropes  made f r o m  coconut  f i -

l i v e l i h o o d  o f  t h e  Yapese peop le .
Long ago ,  peop le  g r e a t l y  de-
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.gpmissugpg.Tunp,hutphuphrIp,.p
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mupmgriyuypurIilG 

o­,ugp,hupa.a.tH,Iprgup
,hg.-tpy.-tp­g.bp,hup,guunp
,huGdprguphHIcuyp-i,hp,hupeArIdp
,hH-qnp.gp,huphHIcitspI,iacnp
-hiahpiIpbryup­g.bp,hupbrtd
sg.vupg..,I pfhupbrtsg.vupartp
mupurIilGp­.Htyprl.tsp,hupIh.gup
.gpturgpbHyyGpTlrauI 
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pended o n  " A w "  f o r  many p u r -
poses w h i c h  w i l l  b e  i l l u s -
t r a t e d  b e l o w .  T h e  f i r s t  s t e p
i n  m a k i n g  l o c a l  c o c o n u t  r o p e
i s  t o  c l i m b  t h e  c o c o n u t  t r e é .
I f  o n e  n e e d s  t o  make a  l o n g e r
o r  b i g g e r  r o p e ,  t h e n  h e  h a s  t o
c l i m b  many t r e e s .  H o w e v e r ,
t h e r e  i s  a  p a r t i c u l a r  k i n d  o f
coconut  t r e e  w h i c h  h a s  a n
e d i b l e  h u s k  t h a t  i s  n o t  u s e d
because i t s  f i b e r s  a r e  n o t
s t r o n g .  A l s o ,  t h e  b r o w n  o r
o l d  c o c o n u t s  a r e  n o t  u s u a l l y
p r e f e r r e d .  T h e i r  f i b e r s  c a n ' t
be b r a i d e d  e a s i l y .

A f t e r  t h e  c o c o n u t s  a r e
thrown down f r o m  t h e  t r e e ,
they  a r e  h u s k e d  w i t h  t h e  " G a s -
thuw" ,  o r  t h e  h u s k i n g  s t i c k ,
wh ich i s  made f r o m  t h e  man -
grove r o o t s .  T h e  mangrove  c a n  -
be e a s i l y  f o u n d  a l o n g  t h e  s h o r e
o r  n e a r  muddy  p l a c e s .

A f t e r  t h e  h u s k i n g  p r o c e s s ,
the  h u s k s  a r e  p u t  u n d e r  w a t e r
where i t  i s  s a n d y  f o r  b e t t e r
q u a l i t y ,  u s u a l l y  n e a r  t h e  r e e f . .
B ig  r o c k s  a r e  p l a c e d  o n  t h e  h a s -
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ket  c o n t a i n i n g  them so t h a t
they w o n ' t  f l o a t  a n d  d r i f t
away d u r i n g  h i g h  t i d e  and rough
seas. Somet imes  t h e  husks a r e
put i n  a  baske t  and  p u t  under
water i n  a  man-made p i t .  S t i l l ,
o ther  t imes  t h e  husks a r e  t h rown
in t h e  " M a r r i w "  t o  f l o a t  f o r
several  weeks b e f o r e  t h e y  a r e
f i n a l l y  submerged t o  t h e  bo t tom
of  t h e  p i t  f o r  a  month. M o s t
people have what  i s  l o c a l l y
c a l l e d  " L i b " .  T h e  husks a r e
j u s t  th rown i n t o  t h e  " L i b " .
The husks w i l l  s t a y  a f l o a t  o n
the wa te r  i n  t h e  " L i b " .  I n
both t h e  " M a r r i w "  and " L i b "
the f r e s h  w a t e r  mixes up  w i t h

s a l t  w a t e r .  S e a  w a t e r  i s  i m -
por tan t  h e r e  t o  e a s i l y  d e t e r i o -
rate t h e  unnecessary husk ,  l e a v -
ing j u s t  t h e  c l e a n  f i b e r s .  T h e
reason f o r  p u t t i n g  t h e  husks
under t h e  w a t e r  i s  t o  l o s e  t h e
hard c o v e r i n g  o f  t h e  husks .  I t
must t a k e  one complete month
f o r  t h e  husks under  w a t e r  be -
fore  t h e y  a r e  t a k e n  on  l a n d
fo r  d r y i n g .  T h e  husks a r e  wash-
ed away l e a v i n g  t h e  f i b e r s  o n l y .
Then t h e  f i b e r s  a r e  washed up
and p u t  i n  t h e  sunsh ine f o r
about one day  t o  d r y .  A f t e r
d ry i ng ,  t h e y  a re  t i e d  i n  a
"Boch Boch"  o r  a  bund le .

The f i b e r s  a r e  b r a i d e d  i n t o
rope. T h e  b r a i d i n g  i s  made o f
only two  s t r ands  o f  f i b e r s .
The s i z e  o f  t h e  rope  depends
on how b i g  t h e  s t r a n d s  a r e  when
they a r e  b r a i d e d .  T h e  b i g g e r
the s t r a n d s ,  t h e  b i g g e r  t h e  rope
i s .

There i s  ano the r  k i n d  o f  l o c a l
rope c a l l e d  " Ta l " .  " T a l "  i s
much b i g g e r  t han  t h e  " Aw " .  I t
is  b r a i d e d  i n  t h e  same way,  e x -
cept t h a t  more t h a n  two  s t r ands
are b e i n g  b ra ided .  B o t h  "Aw"
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and " Ta l "  a r e  b r a i d e d  i n  t h e
the same way.  T h e y  g r e  b r a i d e d
by p u t t i n g  one p i e c e  o n  ano the r.
This i s  done o n  t h e  l a p  w i t h
the pa lm o f  one hand r o l l i n g
the s t r a n d s  back  and  f o r t h  and
the o t h e r  h o l d i n g  t h e  b r a i d e d
rope. S o m e  peop le  make use o f
a l o n g  p i e c e  o f  c o r k y  wood,
the "Bad bad " ,  i n s t e a d  o f  u s i n g
t h e i r  l a p s  f o r  b r a i d i n g  t h e
f i b e r s .  S t i l l ,  o t h e r  people
use a  newer i n v e n t i o n :  a  p i e c e
of  r u b b e r  t u b i n g  i s  a t t a c h e d  to
piece o f  round wood w i t h  n a i l s
and used i n  t h e  same manner as
the "Bad bad"  o r  t h e  l a p .  B u t
long ago Yapese peop le  b ra i ded
e i t h e r  on  t h e i r  l a p  o r  on  t h e
cork.

The "Aw" can be  b r a i d e d  i n
any l e n g t h ,  b u t  i s  u s u a l l y
bra ided i n  " Yu l e y " .  A  " Yu l e y "
is  one  hundred fa thoms.  O n e
thousand fathoms i s  c a l l e d
" L i b i y " ,  a  round b a l l  o f  "Aw" .

This i s  how t h e  Yapese measure
t h e i r  r o p e s .

"Aw" i s  used  f o r  many d i f -
fe ren t  purposes .  I t  i s  used  f o r
g r a s s k i r t  b e l t s ,  b e t e l n u t  bas -
kets ,  s l i n g s ,  f i s h i n g  n e t s ,
canoesthandnets, a x e s ,  houses ,
etc.  " A w "  c a n  l a s t  f o r  more
than t w e n t y  yea rs  i f  i t  i s  used
on l a n d .  O u t  o f  t h e  r a i n  and
sun, i t  l a s t s  l o n g e r .

" Ta l "  i s  m a i n l y  used f o r
heavy work  l i k e :  l o w e r i n g  a

a b u n c h  o f  coconuts  f r o m  a  c o c o -
nut t r e e ,  p u l l i n g  a  t i l t e d
house, canoe ,  a n d  o t h e r s .
Since i t  c a n  be used f o r  many
purposes, Yapese peop le  t o d a y
s t i l l  use  t h e  "Aw" .  Yo u  c a n
make y o u r  own w i t h o u t  spend-
ing even a  c e n t  on  i t ,  i n s t e a d
o f  buy ing  n a i l s  and w i r e s  f r o m
the s t o r e s .

"Aw" and  " Ta l "  were and s t i l l
are v e r y  i m p o r t a n t  t o  o u r  way
of  l i f e .
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S t o r y  b y  Agnes  Dugwen
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"MACHYOCH", " T I L O Y " ,  "DA1OR" ,
and "YOTON" a l l  mean  o n e  t h i n g
i n  Ya p e s e :  " j u g g l i n g " ,  w h i c h  h a s ,
u n t i l  r e c e n t l y ,  b e e n  o n e  o f  t h e
common t r a d i t i o n a l  games among
Yapese g i r l s .  T h e  d i f f e r e n c e
among t h e  w o r d s  i s  d u e  t o  t h e

19

d i f f e r e n c e s  i n  d i a l e c t s .
Among t h e  t r a d i t i o n a l  g a m e s ,

j u g g l i n g  w a s  a  v e r y  i m p o r t a n t
one b e c a u s e  t h e  j u g g l e r  c o u l d
e i t h e r  c o m p e t e  a s  a n  i n d i v i d u a l
c o m p e t i t o r ,  o r  s h e  c o u l d  p e r f o r m
i n  g r o u p  c o n t e s t s .  I n  b o t h  t h e
i n d i v i d u a l  a n d  g r o u p  c o n t e s t s ,
the j u g g l e r  h a d  t o  b e  a b l e  t o  d o
two t h i n g s  s i m u l t a n e o u s l y :  s h e
had t o  b e  a b l e  t o  k e e p  m o r e  t h a n

•
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Coconut l e a v e s  be ing  woven i n  t h e  shape o f  a  l i t t l e  b o x . . .
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two o b j e c t s  i n  t h e  a i r  a n d  c a t c h
them a l t e r n a t e l y ;  a n d  s h e  a l s o
had t o  memor ize  t h e  j u g g l i n g  s o n g
o f  h e r  m u n i c i p a l i t y  c o m p l e t e l y
so s h e  c o u l d  s i n g  i t  o u t  l o u d  w i t h -
ou t  i n t e r r u p t i o n s  w h i l e  j u g g l i n g .
The o b j e c t  o f  t h i s  game was f o r
the  j u g g l e r  t o  s i n g  t h e  s o n g  e n -
t i r e l y  a n d  j u g g l e  a t  t h e  same
t ime  w i t h o u t  d r o p p i n g  h e r  j u g g l i n g
o b j e c t s .  T h e  w i n n e r  was t h e  l a s t

p e r s o n  t o  d r o p  h e r  j u g g l e s .
The w i d e l y - u s e d  j u g g l i n g  o b -

j e c t  i s  c o c o n u t  l e a v e s  woven  i n
the  s h a p e  o f  a  l i t t l e  b o x ,  t h e
s i z e  o f  a n  o r a n g e ,  a n d  t h e  w e i g h t
o f  a b o u t  4  o z .  V a r i o u s  o t h e r  r o u n d
and s m a l l  f r u i t s ,  l i k e  t a n g e r i n e s ,
were p r e f e r r e d  b y  o t h e r s .  A  g o o d
j u g g l e r  c o u l d  m a n i p u l a t e  e i g h t
j u g g l i n g  b a l l s  a t  o n c e  f o r  n e a r l y
t h i r t y  m i n u t e s .
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There a r e  many  j u g g l i n g  s o n g s .
Each l o c a l i t y  o n  t h e  i s l a n d  h a s
i t s  o w n .  B u t  t h e  s o n g s  t h e m s e l v e s
were u s u a l l y  composed i n  a  w a y  t o
d e s c r i b e  t h e  g o o d  a n d  b a d  t h i n g s
p o p u l a r l y  known  a b o u t  e a c h  v i l l a g e
on Ya p ,  g e n e r a l l y  m e n t i o n i n g  g r e a t
ach ievemetns  a n d  f a i l u r e s .  S o m e -
t imes t h e  w o r d s  w e r e  v e r y  i r o n i c ;
a t  o t h e r  t i m e s  t h e y  w e r e  v e r y  p o e -
t i c  a n d  f u n n y .  B u t  a  g r e a t  many

t h i n g s  c o u l d  b e  l e a r n e d  a b o u t  a
c e r t a i n  v i l l a g e  o r  p e r s o n  f r o m
the s o n g s .  T h e  names o f  g r e a t
peop le  s u c h  a s  w a r r i o r s ,  m a g i c -
ians  a n d  h e r o e s  w e r e  u s u a l l y  men-
t i o n e d .  E q u a l l y  m e n t i o n e d  w e r e
the r i d i c u l o u s  c o n d u c t  o f  o t h e r s
who d i s g r a c e d  t h e  v i l l a g e .  C o n -
t a r a r i l y ,  a  v i l l a g e  c h i e f  m i g h t
be w e l l - k n o w n  f o r  h i s  b a d  d o i n g s ,
f o r  e x a m p l e ,  b u t  a  s m a r t  c r o o k
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migh t  become f a m o u s  f o r  h i s  w i s e
a c t i v i t i e s .

The j u g g l i n g  s o n g  b e l o w  was
n a r r a t e d  b y  T i r o w  o f  K a n i f ,  D a l i p -
eb inaw.  A t  t h e  a g e  o f  6 2 ,  s h e

s t i l l  remembers  t h e  s o n g  s h e
l e a r n e d  i n  h e r  c h i l d h o o d  v e r y
w e l l .  I t  a c t u a l l y  r e v e a l s  a  l o t
o f  h i s t o r i c  Ya p .

I t  s t a r t s  l i k e  t h i s :

I y i n i  y a n e  n i f e n g  n g a  B e c h y a l  g a  l a o  i  m i n o .  B e  s a r a f  s a r a f  n g a

malnoy c h o y  c h o y  n g a  Ta l n g i t h e ,  mane m a n i y  W u r o l a .  Y u l y u l  n g a  P a l a w,

Fangechig n g a  M a k i y ,  f e k  e r a y a  n g a  G a g i l o ,  madnam n g a  R i k e n .  Ta r a n g

rang n g a  G a c h p a r e ,  l o l w e g u '  n g a  L e n g .  E y a n e  m a l i l u  n i  p i l u n g o ,  meke

s u l e  m a u l  n i  p a l g o  n g a  m a n g i l l o  n g a  manyo.  M a  k a r  b u t h u g e  d u u  n g o

maday, k a r  g o c h o r i y o  ma lang  n o  t a r a w  y o u  n g a  l a n g o  Lebnaw:  L e b u L e n g ,

LebuMaa, L e b u D e c h ,  B u g o l o  A f f ;  M e e r u  Te b ,  D u g o r o  K e n g ,  N i m a r r o  R u l l ,

be f u l u c h  Ta b e n e f i y e  D u l o k a n ;  Magachu L e y ,  G i r o r o n o  A n t h o t h a w,  t a n e ,

malngo M a l i y o  t a f e n e  n e n g .  M e r d i d  b e  b i e g  g e d e  p i i  n i  g o g u l ,  momuth

f o f u l u ,  n o  b o y o  r o y o  Waab n e y  y o :  K e n r a d  n g o  Ronuw; M a l g o o  n g a  Y y i n ;

Fat tamag,  n g a  G i l f i t h ;  G a r a c h b u r  u  Rang.  R a n g  r a n g o  A t l e w ,  F e n g i m e d

nga Edbuwee, T a l y i  n g a  Ewkaw. C h a g i y o  n g a  M a g a f ,  Thapngag  n g a  K o n i f o

Tun A r n g e l .  D a r i y  b e e  u  Ta g a y g a y  t a m i l n g a y  t a m e p u l  t o l '  w a a t r o w .  Goo

b i l i s  b i l i s  b a y  r i y o .  Goo  m a t h  ma the  b a y  n y .  M e r e d i  d a n a g  g e d

dapayed y e d  n g a  d a r o d i  y a n  n g a  n i m g i l  n o p o l o '  d a d .  F a n i y a n  n g a

Gaan n g a  N e f ,  P i t m a g  n g a  T h a b e t h a  y i b a  l a n g  l o w a  goche  c h e c h a a

no i m e d .  Mag  g u c h u u  n g a  naum d a r i y e  k e n i y ,  m a t h ' m a t h '  e  k e n i y ,

gedyo

Nefa ,

chare

page

t o r  g u r m i y m e  d u r u y ,  me n g a r a a ,  c h o n  p a t h y o t h  meyow l a n g a n  k a d a b u l e

numon, l a n g l e t h e  numon,  d a k u f e  d a p i t h  t a d a d  s i r o o w ,  s i r o o w .
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TIIE ORIGINAL CLINS OF YAP
S t o r y  b y  Thomas R i k i n

I l l u s t r a t e d  b y  S e b a s t i a n  L .  A n e f a l

A l o n g ,  l o n g  t i m e  a g o  s h o r t -
l y  a f t e r  t h e  f o r m a t i o n  o f  t h e
b e a u t i f u l  i s l a n d  o f  Ya p ,  when
t h e r e  w e r e  n o  human b e i n g s  i n
e x i s t e n c e ,  t h e r e  l i v e d  f i v e
s p i r i t s ;  t h r e e  men  a n d  t w o  wom-
en.  T h e y  w e r e  t h o u g h t  o f  a s  h a l f -
human a n d  h a l f - s p i r i t s .  One  o f
t he  s p i r i t  men was  c a l l e d  Gusney
and d i d  n o t  h a v e  a  w i f e .  T h e
r e m a i n i n g  men w e r e  m a r r i e d  t o
the  t w o  women.

A c c o r d i n g  t o  t h i s  l e g e n d ,  t h e
s p i r i t s  emmerged f r o m  a  w e l l
w h i c h  i s  l o c a t e d  i n  T h o o l a n g ,  a
p l a c e  i n  t h e  v i l l a g e  o f  N g o l o g ,
R u l l .  T h e  w a t e r  i n  t h e  w e l l  i s
s a i d  t o  b e  s o  c l e a r  t h a t  o n e  c a n
see h i s  r e f l e c t i o n  a s  i n  a
m i r r o r .

The s p i r i t s  b u i l t  s m a l l  h u t s
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i n  T h o o l a n g  a n d  s t a y e d  t h e r e  f o r
many y e a r s .  O n e  o f  t h e  woman,
Maudug, a n d  h e r  h u s b a n d ,  h a d
f o u r  c h i l d r e n .  S o  a t  t h a t  t i m e
the s m a l l  p o p u l a t i o n  i n c r e a s e d
to  e i g h t .

One d a y ,  Gusney  l e f t  t h e
group .  H e  f l o a t e d  o n  a  b i g  l o g
and w e n t  t o  some i s l a n d s  t o  t h e
f a r  w e s t .  H e  w e n t  t o  M a l a y a  a n d
met a  man a n d  h i s  w i f e  a n d  t h e i r
s i x  c h i l d r e n .  G u s n e y  t o l d  t h e m
about  t h e  o t h e r  s p i r i t s  i n  Ya p .

The man a n d  h i s  w i f e  p l a n n e d
to  come a n d  v i s i t  t h e  s p i r i t s  o n
Yap. T h e  man a n d  h i s  w i f e  a n d
t h e i r  c h i l d r e n  w e r e  r e a l  p e o p l e ,
however,  T h e y  w e r e  f r o m  M a l a y a .

One d a y  t h e  s p i r i t s  i n  T h o o -
lang  s a w  t h e  man a n d  h i s  w i f e
and t h e i r  c h i l d . r e n  c o m i n g  t o w a r d
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ir
them. One o f  t h e  s p i r i t s  asked
the r e a l  man, " W h e r e  d i d  you
come f r om?"

The r e a l  man s a i d ,  "We came
from Malaya. We met  y o u r  f r i e n d
Gusney and he t o l d  us  abou t  y o u
h e r e . "  R u l i a  was t h e  name o f  t h e
rea l  man's o l d e s t  daugh te r.

So, t h e y  l i v e d  i n  Thoolang
together  w i t h  t h e  s p i r i t s  f o r
many years  u n t i l  t h e  r e a l  man and
h is  w i f e  dec ided  t o  go  and f i n d  a
b igger  i s l a n d .  T h e  s p i r i t s  asked
the r e a l  man t o  l e a v e  one o f  h i s
ch i l d ren  w i t h  them.  He ,  i n  t u r n ,
asked t h e  s i x  c h i l d r e n  b u t  none
o f  them wanted t o  remain w i t h  t h e
s p i r i t s ,  b u t  t h e n  R u l i a ,  t h e  o l d -
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est daugh te r  s a i d  she wou ld  s t a y
behind. S o ,  t h e y  l e f t  Yap a n d
went t o  Guam and R u l i a  s t a y e d  i n
Yap w i t h  t h e  s p i r i t s .  S o ,  now
there were  f o u r  s p i r i t s  and  t h e
only one human be ing  o n  Y a p .
Rul ia l i v e d  w i t h  t h e  s p i r i t s  and
two o f  t h e  s p i r i t  coup les  had  f o u r
c h i l d r e n .  A t  t h a t  t i m e  t h e r e  were
e igh t  s p i r i t s  and one human be ing .

A f e w  years  l a t e r ,  R u l i a  and
the s p i r i t s  g r e e t e d  two  o t h e r  peo-
ple coming toward  them. A  man and
his w i f e ,  t h e y  t h o u g h t .  One o f
the s p i r i t s  asked them,  "Where
d id  you come f r om?"

The man answered, "We came f r o m
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I n d i a .  We m e t  y o u r  f r i e n d  Gusney
and h e  t o l d  u s  a b o u t  y o u  h e r e .
He t o l d  u s  t o  t e l l  y o u  t h a t  some
day h e  w i l l  come a n d  v i s i t  y o u . "
Tha t  man a n d  h i s  w i f e  w e r e  a l s o
r e a l  p e o p l e .

They s t a y e d  w i t h  t h e  s p i r i t s
and n o w  t h e r e  w e r e  t h r e e  human
b e i n g s  a n d  e i g h t  s p i r i t s .

The man s a w  R u l i a  a n d  h e  f e l l
i n  l o v e  w i t h  h e r .  H e  m a r r i e d  h e r
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and h a d  t w o  w i v e s ,  R u l i a  a n d  t h e
o t h e r  who came w i t h  h i m  f r o m  I n -
d i a .  T h e  I n d i a n  w i f e  was  n o w  p r e g -
n a n t .

The man w e n t  t o  R i l a c h ,  a  p l a c e
i n  N g o l o g ,  a n d  b u i l t  R u l i a  a  h o u s e .
R u l i a  l i v e d  i n  R i l a c h  a n d  t h e  o t h e r
w i f e  l i v e d  i n  T h o o l a n g  a n d  t h e  h u s -
band u s u a l l y  s h a r e d  h i s  t i m e  b e -
tween t h e m .  R u l i a  l i v e d  i n  h e r
house f o r  many  y e a r s  a s  s h e  was
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r a i s i n g  h e r  c h i l d r e n .
One day  when t h e i r  c h i l d r e n

were o l d  enough t o  g e t  m a r r i e d ,
Rul ia and t h e  o t h e r  woman met
and d iscussed  what t h é y  were
going t o  d o  w i t h  a l l  t h e i r  c h i l d -
ren. R u l i a  s a i d ,  " 1  c a n ' t  f i g u r e
out what  we s h o u l d  do w i t h  them.
Maybe i t ' s  b e t t e r  t o  c a l l  o u r
husband t o  h e l p  u s . "  The o t h e r
woman agreed and t h e y  c a l l  t h e i r
husband. T h e y  t o l d  t h e i r  husband
about t h e i r  problem.
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The husband s a i d ,  " I  can  h e l p
you. I  know what you  a r e  t r y i n g
to d o .  Y o u  a r e  t r y i n g  t o  make
these c h i l d r e n  mar ry  each o t h e r ,
so t h i s  i s l a n d  w i l l  become pop-
u la ted  and t h e r e  i s  o n l y  one way
to do  i t .  U n f o r t u n a t e l y,  i f  we
f o l l o w  my c l a n ' s  sys tem,  t h e s e
c h i l d r e n  c a n ' t  ma r r y  because t h e y
have t h e  same b l o o d ,  b u t  i f  we
f o l l o w  you rs ,  t h e y  can  g e t  m a r r i e d
because you  a r e  n o t  i n  t h e  same
c lan ;  t h u s  t h e y  have d i f f e r e n t
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mothers . "
They a l l  ag reed  and t h e  c h i l d -

ren g o t  m a r r i e d .  R u l i a ' s  sons
marr ied t h e  o t h e r  woman's daugh-
te rs  and  v i c e  v e r s a .

A f t e r  t h e  c h i l d r e n  g o t  m a r r i e d
they went a round  t h e  i s l a n d  t o
f i n d  a  good p l a c e  t o  b u i l d  t h e i r
homes. I n  t h i s  way t h e  i s l a n d  o f
Yap become popu la ted .

With t hese  i n t e r -marr iages
among t h e  e a r l y  i n h a b i t a n t s ,
there o r i g i n a t e d  t h e  f i r s t  t w o
c lan systems i n  Yap :  R u l i a ' s
clan and t h e  o t h e r  woman's c l a n .
When t h e i r  g rand- c h i l d r e n  m a r r i e d ,
the c l a n s  t h e n  en la rged .  R u l i a ' s
c lan was named " N g o l o g , "  a f t e r
the v i l l a g e ,  a n d  t h e  woman's c l a n
was named "Ngabnaw".

"Ngolog" and  "Ngabnaw" were
the o r i g i n a l  c l a n s  o f  Yap,  b u t
today t h e r e  a r e  numerous c l a n s
in  Yap,  wh i ch  developed a f t e r -
wards as  t h e r e  were o t h e r  new
comers. B a s i c a l l y ,  most  o f  t hese
clans were fo rmed  f r om  those t w o
c lans,  a s  t h e y  branched o f f .  A n d
the new c l ans  adopted  d i f f e r e n t
names.
The way i n  wh ich  o t h e r  c l a n s

were fo rmed was s l i g h t l y  d i f f e r -
ent .  A s  Yap  became p o p u l a t e d ,
sometimes t h e r e  were s t r o n g  fam-
ines. M o s t  people  had  no  f o o d  t o
eat.  A s  a  r e s u l t ,  some women went
in  t h e  f o r e s t  and l e f t  t h e i r  c h i l d -
ren i n  t h e  f o r e s t .  S o m e t i m e s  some-
body f o u n d  them and t o o k  c a r e  o f
them. When t h e y  were o l d ,  t h e y
could n o t  use t h e  h o s t  woman's
clan because she was n o t  t h e i r
blood mo the r.  So t h e y  c r e a t e d  a
new c l a n  name and gave i t  t o  t h e
c h i l d r e n .

In o t h e r  cases,  some men and
women m i s t a k e n l y  g o t  m a r r i e d  and
they d i d  n o t  know t h a t  t h e y
belonged t o  t h e  same c l a n .  A f t e r
they had c h i l d r e n  t h e n  t h e y
f i gu red  o u t  t h a t  t h e y  shou ld  n o t
have m a r r i e d  each o t h e r .  T h e i r
o f f s p r i n g  c o u l d n ' t  r e t a i n  t h e i r
mother 's  c l a n  because t h e y  had
disobeyed t h e  c l a n  system b y
marr iage w i t h i n  t h e  c l a n .  So  t h e
parents fo rmed ano the r  c l a n  name
and gave i t  t o  t h e i r  c h i l d r e n .

So, t h e s e  were some o f  t h e
ways i n  wh ich  t h e  new c l a n s  de -
veloped a f t e r  "Ngo log "  a n d
"Ngabnaw".

GUILD MAKES A CANOE IN A
WEEK

Story b y  Mar io  Wag

I t  was even ing  on  December 2 4 ,
1978 when I  a r r i v e d  a t  W o r i l a ' ,
Map. My purpose was t o  i n t e r v i e w
Mr. G i l f a l a n  abou t  how he makes
the m i n i a t u r e  r e p l i c a s  o f  t r a d i -
t i o n a l  Yapese canoes.
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Mr. G i l f a l a n  i s  a n  o l d  man
from W o r i l a ' ,  Map who i s  w e l l -
known b y  many t o u r i n g  f o r e i g n e r s
f o r  h i s  h a n d i c r a f t  canoes.  He has
been making t h e  canoes and  o t h e r
c r a f t  i t e m s  f o r  n e a r l y  seventy
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y e a r s .  H e  e a r n s  h i s  l i v i n g  b y
s e l l i n g  h i s  f i n e  p r o d u c t s  p r i m a r -
i l y  t o  i n t e r e s t e d  c u s t o m e r s
t h r o u g h  l o c a l  h a n d y - c r a f t  s h o p s .

Among t h e  t h o u s a n d s  h e  h a s
made, o n e  o f  h i s  m a s t e r p i e c e s  i n
wood- c a r v i n g  was a w a r d e d  f i r s t
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p r i z e  i n  t h e  M i c r o n e s i a n  A r t  E x -
h i b i t i o n s  s e v e r a l  y e a r s  a g o .  I t
d e p i c t e d  t h e  t r a d i t i o n a l  Ya p e s e
house w i t h  s t o n e  money o n  t h e
s i d e s  a n d  a  man a n d  w i f e  s e a t e d
i n  f r o n t .

When q u e s t i o n e d  a b o u t  h o  W h e
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makes t h e  c a n o e ,  G i l f a l a n  e a g e r l y
r e p l i e d ,  " B e f o r e  a  p e r s o n  c a n
s t a r t  a n y  c a r v i n g ,  h e  h a s  t o  f i n d
the  wood  c a l l e d  " Wa p o f " .  T h e r e
are t w o  k i n d s  o f  wood t h a t  a r e
g e n e r a l l y  u s e d  -  t h e  " W a p o f "  a n d
" R i w " .  B u t  " R i w "  i s  n o t  a s  g o o d
as " W a p o f "  because  i t  g e t s  m o l d
e a s i l y .  " W a p o f "  i s  much p r e f e r r e d
and i s  w i d e l y  u s e d  b y  c a n o e -
b u i l d e r s  b e c a u s e  i t  d o e s  n o t
c rack  o r  b r e a k  a s  e a s i l y  a n d  when
p a i n t e d  i t  r e m a i n s  f i n e  a n d
smooth. N o w,  w h e n  y o u  h a v e  o n e
o f  t h e s e  t w o  t y p e s  o f  w o o d ,  t h e n
you c a n  s t a r t  t o  c a r v e  o u t  t h e
sma l l  c a n o e . "

Mr.  G i l f a l a n  i s  v e r y  s k i l l f u l l
i n  t h e  a r t .  W h i l e  r e l a t i n g  h i s
e x p e r i e n c e s ,  h e  s a i d  t h a t  h e  h a s
carved  t h e  f i v e  t y p e s  o f  Ya p e s e
canoe: " T h o w a a b " ,  " G a w e l " ,  " M a n -
y u n g c h i g " ,  " C h u g p i n " ,  a n d  " P o p o w. "
He d i s p l a y s  t h e  m o s t  i n t e r e s t  i n
the " P o p o w " .  T h e  " P o p o w "  i s  s o l d
more o f t e n  t h a n  t h e  o t h e r s  b e c a u s e
o f  i t s  a t t r a c t i v e  f e a t u r e s  a n d
b e a u t i f u l  c o l o r s .  T h e  o t h e r s  t e n d
to  l a c k  t h e  a p p e a l i n g  c o l o r s .

"The " P o p o w "  c a n  b e  c o n s t r u c t e d
i n  t w o  w a y s , "  G i l f a l a n  i n s t r u c t e d .
" F i r s t ,  t h e  w h o l e  c a n o e  may  b e
c a r e f u l l y  c a r v e d  o u t  o f  a  s i n g l e
p i e c e  o f  wood .  T h e  o t h e r  w a y  i s
by c a r v i n g  t h e  m a i n  b o d y  a n d  t h e n
the t w o  f o r k e d  p r o w s  s e p a r a t e l y ,
then j o i n i n g  t h e  t h r e e  p i e c e s  t o -
g e t h e r ,  u s i n g  g l u e  o r  s t r i n g s  t o
a t t a c h  t h e s e  p a r t s  t o g e t h e r . "

Here i t  was  l e a r n e d  t h a t  t h e
"Popow" c o n s i s t s  o f  s e v e r a l  p a r t s
i n c l u d i n g  t h e  " B u l e l " ,  t h e  m a i n
body,  t h e  " P a r u r " ,  w h i c h  a r e  t h e
prows,  a n d  t h e  " T h a m " ,  o r  t h e  o u t -
r i g g e r .  T h e  o u t r i g g e r  i s  g e n e r a l l y
made o f  " B a l i y " ,  t h e  l i g h t  h i b i s c u s
wood t h a t  c a n  r e m a i n  a f l o a t .
B u i l d i n g  t h e  r e p l i c a  o f  t h e  " P o -
pow" t a k e s  t i m e  a n d  p a t i e n c e  f o r
most b u i l d e r s ,  b u t  w i t h  many y e a r s
o f  p r a c t i c a l  e x p e r i e n c e ,  G i l f a l a n
appears t o  b e  t h e  e x c e p t i o n .  G i l -
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f a l an  p r o u d l y  ment ioned,  " I  c a n
b u i l d  one o f  t h o s e  s m a l l  canoes
in  one week 's  t i m e .  I t  w i l l  t a k e
about a  week because o f  t h e  i n t r i -
cate work i n v o l v e d  w i t h  t h e  s a i l
and t h e  d e c k . "

Sl iced p i e c e s  o f  bamboo a r e
fastened down w i t h  s t r i n g s  t o
form t h e  deck  p l a t f o r m  c a l l e d
"Ng iy " .  The " N g i y "  serves  f o r  many
purposes d u r i n g  a  j o u r n e y.  I t  i s
the p l a c e  where passengers s i t
and s l e e p .  The  n a v i g a t o r  and s a i l -

ors spend most  o f  t h e i r  t i m e  o n
t h i s  p l a t f o r m ,  t o o .

In c o n s t r u c t i n g  t h e  t r i a n g l e -
shaped " L a y " ,  o r  t h e  s a i l ,  s t r i p s
o f  pandanus l e a v e s  a r e  d e l i c a t e l y
woven. G i l f a l a n  s a i d ,  " I  weave i t
j u s t  l i k e  a  pandanus mat i s  woven,
then I  a t t a c h  t w o  s m a l l  bamboo
s t i c k s  a l o n g  t h e  s i d e s .  I t  t a k e s
time t o  weave t h e  ' L a y ' ,  t h o u g h . "
Canvas- l i k e  c l o t h  may be s u b s t i -
tu ted  f o r  pandanus, a c c o r d i n g
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to h im .  T h e  " L a y "  i s  u s u a l l y
the l a s t  p a r t  t o  be  made.

When t h e  canoe i s  c o m p l e t e l y
carved and smooth, t h e  "Tham" i s
a f f i x e d  t o  one s i d e  o f  t h e  canoe
by two  j o i n i n g  s t i c k s ,  t h e  "Daw-
och". The  "Tham" a c t s  a s  a  b a l -
ancer w h i l e  s a i l i n g ,  keep ing  t h e
canoe f r o m  t i p p i n g  o v e r  and cap-
s i z i n g .

The s i z e  o f  t h e  "Tham" i s  p r o -
p o r t i o n a l l y  determined b y  s e v e r a l
f a c t o r s ,  acco rd i ng  t o  G i l f a l a n .

"Assembling t he lTham ' to  t h e  body
o f  t h e  canoe i s  l i k e  j o i n i n g  new
arms t o  t h e  shou lde rs  o f  a  l i m b -
less pe rson .  Yo u  would  n o t  want
to g r a f t  o n  huge, l o n g  arms. N o r
would y o u  need super -power fu l  ones.
The pe rson  would l o o k  l i k e  a
chimpanzee w i t h  l e n g t h y  arms b u t
short  l e g s .  The'Tham' must be  p r o -
p o r t i o n a t e l y  measured. I t  must
be p r o p o r t i o n a l  t o  t h e  s i z e  o f
the c a n o e . "
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The d i s t ance  between i t  and
the canoe i s  ass igned  b y  t h e
leng th  o f  t h e  canoe.  H a l f  o f  t h e
canoe l e n g t h  i s  u s u a l l y  t h i s  d i s -
tance. The  we igh t  o f  t h e  canoe
and t h a t  o f  t h e  "Tham" make u p
the b a s i s  f o r  measurements o f  t h e
s a i l .

Carving t h e  " P a r u r "  o f  t h e
"Popow" does n o t  t a k e  much t i m e
but i t  t akes  a  l o t  o f  c a r e f u l
ca rv ing .  When asked about  how he
cuts u p  t h e  p rows ,  G i l f a l a n  i n

t u r n  r e p l i e d  w i t h ,  "Have you
ever t r i e d  t o  c a r v e  a  f o r k  f r o m
a p i e c e  o f  wood?" He l a t e r  e x -
p la ined  t h a t  t h e  prows a r e  n o t
hard t o  c a r v e ,  b u t  t h e y  shou ld
be hand led  c a r e f u l l y .  The " f o r k s "
can break  o f f  e a s i l y .

"What t o o l s  a r e  r e q u i r e d  t o
carve t h e  P o p o w ' ? "  h e  was asked .

"Oh, s e v e r a l  -  b u t  t h e  i m p o r -
t an t  ones a r e  t h e  hand a x ,  wood
c h i s e l s ,  and  c a r v i n g  k n i v e s .  The
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ax i s  t h e  most  i m p o r t a n t  o n e " ,
h is  answer came back,

The coconu t  rope  i s  used  where
needed t o  f a s t e n  t h e  v a r i o u s  p a r t s
when t h e y  a r e  assembled. S e v e r a l
pandanus l e a v e s  a r e  d r i e d  and woven
f o r  t h e  s m a l l  s a i l .  F o r  p a i n t i n g
the o u t s i d e  o f  t h e  "Popow",  r e d ,
wh i te ,  a n d  b l a c k  p a i n t s  a r e  used .
" In  t h e  o l d  days ,  t r a d i t i o n a l
pa in t  was u s e d " ,  G i l f a l a n  c l a r i f i e d .

The t r a d i t i o n a l  p a i n t  c a n  be
prepared i n  d i f f e r e n t  ways.  F o r

black p a i n t ,  c h a r r e d  ashes o f  co -
conut s h e l l s  a r e  mixed w i t h  wa te r
fo r  r e d  c o l o r  p a i n t .  The  w h i t e
p a i n t  i s  p repa red  by  m i x i n g  pow-
dered l i m e  and b r e a d f r u i t  sap  w i t h
water.  W h i t e  sap f r o m  t h e  " A r i y a "
t ree i s  a l s o  used f o r  w h i t e  p a i n t .

According t o  G i l f a l a n ,  many
canoe- b u i l d e r s  depend on  impor ted
pa in t  f o r  t h e i r  canoes. He  s a i d
tha t  he  uses  b o t h  modern and o l d
pa in t  f o r  h i s .  "When I  make and
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p a i n t  t h e  canoe,  I  am r e a l l y  con -
cerned about  t h e  cus tomer.  I f  a
p a r t i c u l a r  cus tomer,  f o r  i n s t a n c e ,
places a n  o r d e r  f o r  a  To p o w '
pa in ted  w i t h  r e a l  o l d  Yapese p a i n t ,
then t h a t ' s  what  I  w i l l  e x a c t l y
produce f o r  h i m . "

In comparing t h e  r e p l i c a  t o
the r e a l  canoe,  G i l f a l a n  p o i n t e d
out t h e  f ew  d i f f e r e n c e s ,  and  t h e n
r e l a t e d  h i s  knowledge about  t h e
hard t a s k  i n  t h e  c o n s t r u c t i o n  o f
any o f  t h e  f i v e  a c t u a l - s i z e d  canoes.

" B u i l d i n g  any  one o f  t h e  b i g
canoes i n  t h e  o l d e n  days was a
hard t h i n g  t o  d o .  The  s tone  t o o l s
were weak and d u l l .  The  canoe-
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« W k .

b u i l d e r  used  f i r e  f o r  t h e  most
par t  i n  t h e  c o n s t r u c t i o n  o f  h i s
canoe. He wou ld  bu rn ,  c u t ,  b u r n ,
c u t . . . u s i n g  t h e i r  s tone  adzes
u n t i l  a  canoe was made. Can you
imagine something l i k e  t h a t ? "

" I  t h i n k  you  and I  a r e  v e r y  much
l u c k i e r  t o d a y  t o  have access  t o
modern i n n o v a t i o n s  coup led  w i t h
our r i c h  c u l t u r a l  h e r i t a g e  e s t a b -
l i shed  b y  o u r  g r e a t  a n c e s t o r s .
What you  s h o u l d  be a la rmed abou t
is t h e  bad  i n t e r m a r r i a g e  t h a t
can t a k e  p l a c e  between t o d a y ' s
many i n n o v a t i o n s  and y e s t e r d a y ' s
her i tage .  We want  t h e  b e s t  me r r -
i age , "  conc luded  G i l f a l a n .
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Dapal e  banen n i b  t a a y  n i

thangar r i  l u w  b e e  ma ngeyani
par nga d a p a l .  Ya  dabk i  u n  k o
yanu l a n  b inaw.  Ya  f a n  n i  d a b
kiyan e  aram e  k e  t a a y.

Ma ra rebe  p u l  ma taabyay  n i
ma yan  e  b p i n  nga  d a p a l ,  m a
faanra l u w  bee u  lag ruw yay  u
taarebe p u l  ma b a  mar,  f a  aram
e k e  d i y e n .  Ra  rebe  b inaw maba
muduwgil t a g i l  e  dapa l  n y .

Faan r a  yan  i  p a r  bee n g a
dapal ma d a b i  math nga l o l g e n
yaba t a b g u l  l o l g e y ;  i r e r a y  f a n
n i  dab um math nga l o l gem ma
dab um l i t h a g  l o l g e m  u  napane
pa l .

Kum mutrug e  g i n  nge p a r  e
g i r d i i  n y  n i  keb  n i  nge n a n g
t h i l i n  e  g i r d i i  u  d a p a l ,  n i
arame g i n  ba  t a b g u l  e  nge p a r
ny  ma g i n  ba t a a y  e  bay e  chaa
nib  p a l  n y .  Ma kag ra  p a r  u  l a n
e dapa l  ma k u r a  am i th  keruum ma
dabiyog n ingam t h i g  nga l a n e
naun u  dapa l  n g a  b u t  yaba t a a y.
Baye g i n  ba  t a b g u l  n i r a  yog n i
ngam t h i g  ngay.  Ma ga ra  yan u
lane d a p a l ,  ma kub mutrug e  g i n
gara yan n y .

N'en n i  r a y o g  n im  n g o n g l i y
u dapal  e  r a y o g  n im n g o n g l i y  e
way f a  ong ko  b i t i r  rom, m a
chane g a r a  t a y  b a n ' e n  n g a
dakenam yagab t a a y.  Ma f a a n  r a
bay bochiyang i  m i l a y '  r o m  u
charen e  d a p a l  ma rayog n i  nga
um songong l i y  n i  d a b i  g e l ,  y a r a
kar ing  e  m ' a r  ngom. Ma dabuum
marwel n i b g e l ,  kemus n i  nga um
mol f a  um n g o n g l i y  banen n i d a b i
gel y a  nga um f i l  g e l n g i m  y a
ngam s u l  nga  a row maf in  mu mar-
wel n i b  g e l .

Faan r a  y a n i  p a r  bee nga
dapal ma dab iyog  n i  nga I  y a n
nga arow nga i  s u l  nga dapa l

Y i l o y  L .  Rimang
yaba k i r e b .  Ra yanbee i  p a r
nga d a p a l  ma dab iyog  n i  nga
yanyan u  l a n  b inaw,  kemus n i
goo d a p a l  e  nga i  p a r  n y .

Rataw nga napan bee n i  n g e
sul nga  arow ma bay  boch ban 'en
n i  t h i n g a r i  r i n  n i  arame: r a y a n

maluk nge chuw nang in  e  dapa l
u downgin n i  arame nge l uknag
lo lgen nge n ' e y  nag;  me t h i l y e g
e ong r o k  nge m'ag baken n i k e
y ib  u  arow ma arame f i n  r a y o g
n i  nge s u l  nga  arow.  Ma ku taareb
rogon k o  way r o k  n i  k u r a t a y  f a
b in  n i  i  f e k  u  dapa l  me f e k  r e b
nib b i l e c h  nge y a n  nga arow.
Rayib nga  arow ma kub  muduwgil
e g i n  r a  p a r  n y ,  nge  r e  paa i
kanowa' n i r a  yan n y ,  ma r a  y a n i
par nga t a f e n  madabi u n  nga de fan
fare  tabnaw.  Kemus n i  goo charen
e t aang  r o k  e  nga i  p a r  n y ,  me
par nge man d a l i p  e  r r a n  me n ' e y
bayay maki  t h i l y e g e  ong r o k  nge
tay e  t i n  baaram e  ong n i  y i b  u
dapal make m'ag ;  r a  t a y  nge m'ag
boch n i b  t a b g u l  ma f i n  arame nge
fek e  way r o k  n i  kakrom.

Ere gadad e  p p i n  nu  Waab e  b a
yoor e  mad rodad n i  gadad ma m'ag
ma f i n  a rame rayog  n i  g a r a  un  nga
naun u  tomuren n i  k e  a row bagdad.
Bay mub nga arow ma kabay e  l a n g -
ad u  way rom ma dab iyog  n i  ngamu
p i i  boch i  k a y  bee ,  f a a n r a  ngam
p i i  boch  i  kaybee mabee n i  t a a -
reb r a g o n  ngom n i  k a f i n i  y i b  u
dapal n g a  arow.

Ra r i g o d  bee ma nge p a r  n g a
rebe t h i b ,  y a  kakrom e  bay  e  t h i b
ko pumoon nga bayang, ma ch ineye
ke maathuk.

Ra g a r g e l  bee ma k u  rayan  i
par nga  d a p a l ,  machane g a t h i  r i b
wad f a n e  t a a y  e  p a l ;  b a t a b g u l  k o
facha n i  baaram n i  imoy  u  dapa l ,
ya i r e  keyan i  p a r  nga dapa l  n i
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bochane t a a y.  Fan  n i  b a  t a b g u l
boche, i r e  r a c h a ' e n  e  g i r d i i .
Gargel e  ma un bee ngak  n i  nga

luk  nag f a r e  t i r  ma be  d u r w i i y
n i  kadogned e  " y a r i f "  ngak,  y a
dabiyog n i  nga i l u m  f a  i  p a r
ko f a r e  t i r  yab m ' a r .  Faan
bay k i  p a l  bayay nga
tomurene g a r g e l

35

ma dab k i  u n  bee n g o r o w  f a r  e
t i r .  Rayog n i  nga u r r  p i r e w  u
dapal.

Faan r a k a f i n  y i g i  l u w  b e e
nib b u l y a l  n i  nga f i n i  y a n  nga

-dapal ma r a u ' n  e  y a r i f  ngak ,  ma
faan k i  p a l  bayay nga k i  y a n
par nga d a p a l  ma d a b i  k i  u n  e
y a r i f  ngak .  Taareb  rogon  k o  g a r -
ge l .  Ggan r o k  facha  nem n i  k e
yan nga d a p a l  e  bay un  p i i  u
arow, ma f a a n  rabay  e  m i l a y  r o k
u charen e  dapa l  ma kurayog  n i



S-fnWn-fLEn--fSnKT"nGnRfIfPi
bfS-EnKfsGwBn"TnwBffnSWnsfn

IfPn;fnRELfSnS-fnRfIfPrndffSKfn
IfPnsEEn;fnRELfSnS-fnRfIfPan;WSn
SfS-nGnAf’EKfREnIG;TTSnKT"an;fn
LfKfnSff-nS-En­GPnS-fnAf’ESnLfn
sEnAfLEn"fSn"Tn’fKEnAfsWSf:nKT"n
EnIG;TTSnKT"in?fnIfIELnS-EnLW;n
’fKEnIG;TTSnLfsEn;fABEnIfPn"Tn
--fSnSWnsEn"fLnsTwBinuKEnfKf;n
’fSnSWnKfLT-nSWnS-fSnSvf-n’fKEn
IIWSnSWnPEES-WSnS-En­GPnS-fn
Af’EKfRi

?fLfSnWnIfKnsEEnS-fnRfIfPn;fn
sfn;GAKG-nEn-WKRWWnSWnS-fnWn’GP n
:E-nPGS-GSinkfLnsTwBnEnIG;TTSnGn
KTLnGntffsnSWnRfsWnGSnSWn’GP:E-n
PGS-GSnEnIfPnSWn"fST-EngmEAWPW:gn
S-TKfRen;fnsfLnsTwBnSWn"fST-En
gFf:TPgnS-fLen;fsfLnsTwBnSWn;fn
sELnSWn"fST-Eng,f;WSsfLgnS-TKfRin
mW-WKRWWnSE;nEnRfKn;fn’GP:E-n
PGS-GSnEnIfPan"E;G­nEn-WKRWWnSWn
RfsnWn’GP:E-nPGS-GSnEnIfPn’fsEEn
SWsnIIWSnSWnsEn-fLnEn’fPfLnSWsEn
GSG;nsEEnSWsnsWAWKn’fnsEEnSWsn
WPfPn;ffKf;EnRfsWn’GP:E-nPGS-GSn

EnIfPi
dfIWn-WKRWWnSWnsffKf;nSWnRfKn

’GP:E-nPGS-GSnEnIfPnEnsfLnsTwBWn
LfRnSWn;fnIW-n"Tn;vG:an;fn’WKEn
KfIW-n"Tn-f’nKTRfRan;fn’WKEn;fn
-fLnEn’fPfLinbWnLfRn;fnIfKGnPfLn
SWn"E;G­nSWn’WAffnEnS-fnGKnAERn
SWnRfsn"GnKfsfRnS-fnfKT:inlKEn
KfLn’fSnSWnsfn;GAKG-nEn-WKRWWn
SWn;fn’GP:E-nPWS-GSnEnIfPi

bfnWKEKfLnsTwBnWn-f;vWS-WSEn
RfIfPi

kTTKn’fSnSWnsE;fABnfKfn"E;f n
ABnsTwBWnLfPESEnRfIfPnGnKTLGn
tffsin?EsWn’fSEnsfwBfSEnSf;nSWn
Rf"GnRfSTRnGnLfPESnSWn"fRIf-ERn
LfPERfRnSWn"f"KT;in.f"KT;EnKWs n
;GAKG-nLfPESEnIfPnSWnKfnIfPEn
sIWSn;fnABWS-fKWnKWSnSWnRfsW­WLin
bEEKEnwBWSELEn-TTn"fSnIf-nTKESEn
IWnLfPESnSE;nSWnsfwBfSEnsTTKEn
-WKRWWnSWn"En"fATPW"an"En­G"GPEn
-WKRWWan"fSnIWKvE-n’fPvS-WSnS-En
;T;S-WSEnRfIfPnSWnRfsWn;vf-n"Tn
sGSnRfsffnEnLTPnS-EnIfKn"Tn-WK 
RWWnSGnKTLGntffsanEKEn-TTn"fSn
mf-i

FATKLnsLnoS-EPWSfnpTTAWSf-

lPPG­AKfAWTS­nsLnFEsf­AWfSnoSE’fP

hSwEnGITSnfnAW;EanABEKEn:f­n
fn’f;WPLnT’nABKEEynfn;fSnfSRn
BW­n:W’EnfSRnfnRfG-BAEKin,BEn
RfG-BAEKv­nSf;En:f­nMWT;KfSin
,BELnPWOERnWSnfnPWAAPEnOWPPf-En
wfPPERncG;KGLnWSnpf-WPnbGSWwW 
IfPWALi

oAnABfAnAW;EanPWOEnAGKAPEn
;EfAn:f­nOEKLnBfKRnATn-EAnfSRn
:BESnABEnIETIPEnT’npf-WPn"WPPERn
fnAGKAPEanWAn:f­nABEnwG­AT;nATn
-WOEnABEnsKEf­AanABEnsE­AnIfKAn
T’nABEnAGKAPEanATnMWT;KfSnsE 
wfG­EnBEKn’fABEKn:f­nABEnBW-Bn

wBWE’nT’npf-WPi
hSEnRfLanABEnIETIPEnT’npf-WPn

wfG-BAnfnAGKAPEin,BELn"WPPERn
fSRnRWOWRERnBEKn­IEwWfPn­BfKEin
,BELnRWRnSTAnT’’EKnMWT;KfSnABEn
AGKAPEnsKEf­Ai

FBEnsEwf;E­fRnfSRnfS-KLnfsTGAn
ABW­inoAn’WK­An­BEnRWRnSTAn
"ST:n:BfAnATnRTinFBEnABTG-BAn
fSRnABTG-BAindWSfPPLan­BEnRE 
wWRERnATnPEfOEnBEKnBT;EnATn-Tn
f:fLnfSRnPWOEnfAnfn’fKnf:fLn
IPfwEi

FBEn:ESAnSEfKnABEn­EfnfSR

1

nga i  gaye ggan r o k  u  dapa l .
Mange rabuch  k o  chaa n i  b a

pal ma deyan nga  dapal? F a a n r a
pal  bee ma deyan nga d a p a l ,  m i n
nang u  t a f e r a d e  pumoon r o k ,  ma
yara naag nge s u l  nga t a f e n  y a
be t a y e  kan  k o  f a r e  tab inaw r o k
e pumoon r o k .  R a  papey nge y i m
fare  pumoon yabe mathe p a l  k o
ggan n i  be  k a y  boch.  E r e  aram
fan n i  rayog  n i  ngan n ' a g  f a r e
ppin n i  l e e n g i n  nge s u l  n g a
ta fe rad .

Rayan i  p a r  bee nga dapa l  ma
ba mutrug e  g i r d i i  n i  nga i  f u l -
weg lungun .  B a y  boch e  pumoon u
roy u  Waab n i  d a b i  un  n i  f u l w e g
lungun e  p a l  n i  kanoge " P e t i l i w "
ngorad; ma b a y  boch n i  k a n o g e
"Sawol" ngay ;  mabay boch n i  ma
bey n i  kanoge "Taminbay"  ngorad .
P i g i r d i i  nem e  d a r  ma fu lweg
lungun e  p a l ,  kemus e  g i r d i i  n i
dab i  f u l w e g  l ungun  e  p a l  f abee
nib p p i n  n i  b e  gay  e  f a l a y  n i b e
unum bee n i b  b i t i r  f a  bee n i b
i l a l  maarame d a b i  f u lweg  l ungun

e p a l .
Fapi g i r d i i  n i  baaram n i  d a r

fulweg l ungun  e  p a l  e  b a y  boch i
yad n i  ma p i g  ko  nieuw, ma f i r e
rap ig  k o  g a f  rodad ,  ma f i r e  ma
gay e  f a l a y .  M i  y a d  ma p a r u  l a y
n i  kemus n i  f i t a a  e  nga  u r  t e d
n i  dab k u  rabad nga a row.  I r e
ray f a n  n i  b a  mutrug e  g i r d i i
n i  ma f u l w e g  l i n g u n  e  p a l .

Ma i r e r a y  boch i  gam ' ing ine
dapal.

Boor f a n  n i  bemath a r a  kema-
th b o c h i  ya lene  d a p a l  u  r o y u
Waab. R e b i  Lane bachane nam n i
daku danod u  y a l e n  n i  kadpaged
yaledad n i  kakrom. K a k r o m e  r i b -
mutrug ya lene  p a l  n i  r a  p a l e
bpin ma t h i n g a r i  r i n  n i  d a b i s i y .
Meere ch i neye  goo k a n  pag orene
p i  y a l e n  nem n i  bachane boore
g i r d i i  n i  k e  k a t o l i k ,  k e  suku le
g i r d i i ,  k a n  p i r ' e g  f a l i n g i n  nge
momngine dapa l  n i  d a b i  m 'ag ko
bun dabaa e  y o l  nge p a r  ko  g i r -
d i i  n u  r o y u  Waab, e r e  goo  kan
pag.

TOE STORY OF LIMAN
Story by  Ange l i na  Goot inag

I l l u s t r a t i o n s

Once upon a  t i m e ,  t h e r e  was
a f a m i l y  o f  t h r e e :  a  man and
his  w i f e  and  a  daugh te r.  T h e
daughter 's  name was n o m r a n .
They l i v e d  i n  a  l i t t l e  v i l l a g e
ca l l ed  Numruy i n  G a g i l  M u n i c i -
p a l i t y .

At t h a t  t i m e ,  l i v e  t u r t l e
meat was v e r y  h a r d  t o  g e t  and
when t h e  peop le  o f  Gag i l  k i l l e d
a t u r t l e ,  i t  was t h e  custom t o
give t h e  b r e a s t ,  t h e  b e s t  p a r t
o f  t h e  t u r t l e ,  t o  L iomran b e -
cause h e r  f a t h e r  was t h e  h i g h

A i

by Sebastian A n e f a l
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c h i e f  o f  G a g i l .
One d a y,  t h e  peop le  o f  Gag i l

caught a  t u r t l e .  T h e y  k i l l e d
and d i v i d e d  h e r  s p e c i a l  sha re .
They d i d  n o t  o f f e r  L ioniran t h e
t u r t l e  b r e a s t .

She becamesad and ang ry  about
t h i s .  A t  f i r s t  s h e  d i d  n o t
know what t o  do .  S h e  t h o u g h t
and t h o u g h t .  F i n a l l y ,  s h e  de -
cided t o  l e a v e  h e r  home t o  go
away and  l i v e  a t  a  f a r  away
place.

She went  nea r  t h e  s e a  and
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took some sand w i t h  h e r  i n  a
coconut s h e l l .  S h e  went  away
from t h e  sea  sho re  t o  t h e  r e e f
and swam away i n t o  t h e  ocean.

She con t i nued  t o  swim u n t i l
she c o u l d  n o t  see  t h e  i s l a n d
o f  Yap.  S h e  t h e n  t h r e w  t h e
sand i n t o  t h e  ocean which grew
to  be  t h e  i s l a n d s  o f  U l i t h i
a t o l l ,  s u c h  a s  Mogmog, F a l a l a p ,
Asor and o t h e r s .

Liomran l i k e d  Mogmog t h e
bes t ,  and  dec ided  t o  make Mog-
mog h e r  home. S h e  l a t e r  m a r r i e d
a man on  Mogmog who was supposed
to  have emerged w i t h  t h e  i s -
lands,  and  t h e y  had a  l i t t l e  •
boy.
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When t h e  boy  grew a  l i t t l e
o l d e r,  L iomran  t o l d  h i m ,  " M y
fa the r  i s  a  c h i e f  on  Yap ,  a n
is land  i n  t h e  wes t .  A n d  i t  i s
my adv i ce  t h a t  you  must n o t  go
the re " .

One d a y  when t h e  boy  was
s a i l i n g  h i s  l i t t l e  canoe ,  t h e
canoe g o t  o u t  o f  h i s  r e a c h ,
heading westward toward  Yap.
He swam as  q u i c k l y  as  he  c o u l d ,
but t h e  canoe was s a i l i n g  even
f a s t e r.  H e  swam and swam b u t  he
he s t i l l  c o u l d  n o t  c a t c h  t h e
canoe.

He c o n t i n u e d  t o  swim a f t e r
h is canoe and f i n a l l y  h e  caugh t
up w i t h  i t  a t  a  beach n e a r  a
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p l a c e  c a l l e d  T a t h i l  i n  G a g i l
M u n i c i p a l i t y  w h e r e  h i s  m o t h e r
came f r o m .

At  T a t h i l ,  s o m e  Yapese  b o y s
were r a c i n g  c a n o e s .  L i o m r a n ' s
son s t o o d  h e s i t a n t l y  a n d  w a t c h -
ed t h e  b o y s  r a c i n g  t h e i r  c a n o e s .
F i n a l l y  h e  j o i n e d  t h e  r a c e .
H is  c a n o e  was  f a s t e r  t h a n  t h e
o t h e r  c a n o e s .

-
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The Ya p e s e  b o y s  become j e a l -
ous a n d  s t a r t e d  t o  b e a t  t h e
s t r a n g e  b o y .  H e  c r i e d  a n d  s a n g
the f o l l o w i n g  s o n g :

" L i o m r a n  t i n u ' ,  L i o m r a n
t i n u ' ,  f a a n  n i  l i n g u m  n g o g  n g a
yu lung  n u  waab n u  waab ma t a m
nga y u l u n g  n u  waab ma k a r  l i e g
ma k a r  b u t h u g  marag  m u w. "

h i l e  h e  was r e p e a t i n g  t h e
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song t h e  Ya p e s e  b o y s  c o n t i n u e d
to  b e a t  h i m  u p  e v e n  h a r d e r
u n t i l  t h e  s u n  was  a b o u t  t o  s e t
i n  t h e  w e s t .  T h e  Yapese  b o y s
were t i r e d .  T h e y  a l l  w e n t  home
and l e f t  t h e  p o o r  b o y  a l o n e
on t h e  b e a c h  s t i l l  c r y i n g  a n d
s i n g i n g  h i s  s o n g  a g a i n  a n d
aga in .

A man f r o m  t h a t  v i l l a g e
happened t o  b e  n e a r b y  a n d
heard  t h e  b o y ' s  s o n g  a n d  r e -
membered L i o m r a n .  H e  q u i c k l y
ran t o  Numruy  t o  t e l l  L i o m r a n ' s
f a m i l y  a b o u t  t h e  s t r a n g e  b o y .

L i o m r a n ' s  p a r e n t s  w e r e
v e r y  o l d  b u t  q u i c k l y  t o o k
t h e i r  w a l k i n g  s t i c k s  a n d
h u r r i e d  down t o  t h e  b e a c h .
They a s k e d  t h e  b o y ,  "Who  i s
y o u r  m o t h e r ? "
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The b o y  r e p l i e d ,  " M y  m o t h e r
i s  L i o m r a n . "

L i o m r a n ' s  p a r e n t s  w e r e  v e r y
happy t o  s e e  t h e i r  g r a n d s o n .
They t o o k  h i m  w i t h  t h e m  t o
t h e i r  home.  T h e y  w e r e  a l s o
v e r y  h a p p y  t o  l e a r n  f r o m  h i m
t h a t  L i o m r a n  was s t i l l  a l i v e
and h e a l t h y .  T h e y  be gged  t h e
b o y,  " P l e s e ,  t a k e  u s  t o
L i o m r a h . "

The b o y  t o l d  t h e m ,  " L i o m r a n
w i l l  b e  d e a d  i f  a n y o n e  g o e s
back home w i t h  m e . "

L iomran  h a d  a l r e a d y  t o l d
h e r  s o n  t h a t  i f  h e  came home
and n o t i c e d  a  c e r t a i n  h i b i s c u s
t r e e  w a s  d e a d ,  t h e n  h e  w o u l d
f i n d  t h a t  h i s  m o t h e r  was  a l s o
dead.

When t h e  b o y  a n d  L i o m r a n ' s
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parents came t o  U l i t h i ,  t h e y
saw dead leaves  o n  t h a t  p a r t -
i c u l a r  t r e e  f r o m  t h e  ocean.
The b o y  t o l d  them t h a t  h i s
mother was dead.  T h e y  went
to Mogmog and b u r i e d  h e r .

However, t h e  G a g i l  peop le
now knew about  t h e  U l i t h i a n
i s l ands .  I t  was a f f i x e d  t o
t h e i r  n a v i g a t i o n a l  maps, and
the U l i t h i a n s  wou ld  no  l o n g e r
be i s o l a t e d  f r o m  t h e  i n f l u e n c e
o f  t h e  Yapese.

Through many y e a r s  o f  phy-
s i c a l  development,  t h e  A t o l l
o f  U l i t h i  underwent a  p o p u l a t -
ion i n c r e a s e  a s  more and more
people moved t o  i n h a b i t  them.
They became a  s i g n i f i c a n t  p a r t

o f  t h e  Yap Empire i n  t h e  p r e -
fo re ign  c o n t a c t  years  f o r  t r a d -
ing.

Through L iomran,  t h e  l i n e
o f  r e l a t i o n s h i p  was e s t a b l e s h -
ed and t h e  i s l a n d s  have e v e r
since remained respons ib l e
to t h e  peop le  o f  G a g i l - - e s p e -
c i a l l y  t h e  c h i e f s .

Since t h e  dea th  o f  L iomran ,
i t  has been t h e  custom on  Mog-
mog t o  g i v e  t h e  b e s t  p a r t  o f
the t u r t l e  meat t o  t h e  peop le
who l i v e  where L iomran once
l i v e d .  I t  has  a lways been t h e
custom f o r  Yapese t o  t a k e  t h e i r
combs o u t  o f  t h e i r  h a i r  when
they go  t o  Mogmog t o  show honor
and r e s p e c t  f o r  L iomran.

THE STONY FISII—Tap
Story b y  Benaventure G r a b t h i n

The " E c h "  i s  shaped l i k e  a
large a r row  w i t h o u t  t h e  t a i l .
I t  has  a  l o n g  l i n e  o f  p i l e d
stones c a l l e d  " Ya n g i r " ,  w h i c h
makes up t h e  body  p o r t i o n  o f  t h e
arrow. The " Ya n g i r "  i s  u t i l i z e d
as a  g u i d i n g  p a t h  o r  passage-
way f o r  f i s h  i n t o  t h e  t r a p .  The
sect ions t h a t  make up  t h e  a r r o w -
head a r e  t h e  "Dugun"  and t h e  t w o
"Flegoch" t h a t  a r e  l o c a t e d  on
each s i d e  o f  t h e  "Dugun" .

Ins ide t h e  " E c h "  d u r i n g  l o w
t i d e  t h e  f i s h  c a n  h a r d l y  swim
in  t h e  "Dugun".  O n l y  a  l i t t l e
water  remains t h e r e  a t  l o w  t i d e ,
j u s t  enough f o r  t h e  f i s h  t o  s u r -
v i ve  b e f o r e  t h e y  a r e  scooped up
w i t h  t h e  scoop ing  n e t ,  " K e f " ,
or  speared.  The  f i s h  c a n  a l s o
swim toward  t h e  t w o  ends i n t o
the "F l egoch "  where t h e y  can  be
e a s i l y  caugh t .  I n  J u l y  w i t h  t h e
extremely l o w  t i d e s ,  when t h e r e
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is  h a r d l y  any  wa te r  i n  t h e  " E c h " ,
the f i s h  a r e  caught  w i t h  b a r e
hands.

The " E c h "  has t o  be  p o s i t i o n e d
on t h e  r e e f  i n  such a  way t h a t
i t  can  t r a p  a  l o t  o f  f i s h .  T h e
loca t i on  o f  t h e  "Ech "  i s  v e r y
impor tant .  I f  i t  i s  s e t  up  a t
the r i g h t  p l a c e ,  t h e n  a  l o t  o f
f i s h  c a n  be  t r apped .  The  f i s h
can be  t a k e n  f r om t h e  " E c h "  day
and n i g h t  d u r i n g  l o w  t i d e s .  A
crescent moon o f f e r s  a n  i n d i -
ca t ion  o f  g r e a t  c a t c h  t o  t h e
Ech-owner. I t  i s  a t  t h i s  t i m e
when p l e n t y  f i s h  u s u a l l y  g e t
trapped. O f t e n  t imes  h i s  l u c k
depends o n  t h e  weather  c o n d i t i o n s
and o t h e r  n a t u r a l  aspec ts  ( s u c h
as t h e  d i r e c t i o n  o f  t h e  w i n d  and
the h e i g h t  o f  t i d e s ,  e t c ) . S c h o o l s
of  m i g r a t o r y  spec ies  may be  cap -
tured.  A t  a  c e r t a i n  t i m e  o f  t h e
month, t h e r e  may be a  l o t  more
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o f  a  p a r t i c u l a r  s p e c i e s  t o  t r a p
than  o t h e r s .

B u i l d i n g  t h e  " E c h "  i s  h a r d
l a b o r ,  w h i c h  r e q u i r e s  s k i l l  a n d
endurance .  I t  r e q u i r e s  w o r k i n g
i n  t h e  s u n  a n d  r a i n  a n d  c a r r y i n g
and a r r a n g i n g  t h e  t h o u s a n d s  o f
s t o n e s .  A p p a r e n t l y  t h e  c o n s t r u c t i o n
o f  a n  " E c h "  c a n  t a k e  s e v e r a l  y e a r s .
I f  many o f  t h e  v i l l a g e  men o f f e r
manpower s u p p o r t ,  t h e n  c o m p l e t i o n
may b e  a t t a i n e d  w i t h i n  a  y e a r .

T r a d i t i o n a l l y ,  w h e n  a  p e r s o n
wants t o  h a v e  a  s t o n e  f i s h - t r a p
b u i l t  f o r  h i m ,  h e  w i l l  h a v e  t o  g o
to  h i s  p a r e n t s  a n d  a s k  t h e m  how
to b u i l d  o n e .  I f  h i s  p a r e n t s  d o
n o t  h a v e  t h e  b u i l d i n g  s k i l l ,  t h e n
t h e y  w i l l  h a v e  t o  a s k  some s k i l l -
ed p e r s o n  t o  h e l p  h i m  b u i l d  t h e
t r a p .  I n  r e t u r n ,  h i s  p a r e n t s  s h o u l d
u s u a l l y  o f f e r  t h e  s k i l l e d  b u i l d e r
some t r a d i t i o n a l  money  a s  a  t r i -
b u t e  f o r  h e l p i n g  t h e m  b u i l d  t h e
s tone  f i s h - t r a p ,  w h i c h  i s  l o c a l l y
c a l l e d  " E c h " .

Be fo re  b u i l d i n g  t h e  " E c h " ,  t h e
owner may b e  a s k e d  b y  t h e  b u i l d e r
to  b u i l d  a  l a r g e  bamboo r a f t ,  t h e
"Wupeb",  f o r  t r a n s p o r t i n g  s t o n e s
f rom t h e  r e e f  t o  t h e  d e s i g n a t e d
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l o c a t i o n  w h e r e  t h e  " E c h "  i s  t o  b e
b u i l t .

The " Wu p e b "  i s  a  t r a n s p o r t  r a f t
t h a t  c o n s i s t s  o f  a b o u t  f i f t e e n  l a r g e
and l o n g  bamboo p o l e s .  S o ,  t h e  E c h -
owner h a s  t o  s e l e c t ,  c u t  d o w n ,  a n d
assemble t h e  bamboo f o r  t h e  l a r g e
r a f t .  A s s i s t a n c e  i s  n e e d e d  h e r e ,
wh ich  h e  c a n  g e t  f r o m  h i s  r e l a t i v e s
and f r i e n d s  i n  t h e  v i l l a g e .

A f t e r  t h e  r a f t  i s  c o m p l e t e l y
b u i l t ,  t h e n  t h e  o w n e r  s t a r t s  h a u l -
ing  s t o n e s  o f  a l l  s i z e s  f r o m  t h e
c o r a l  r e e f s .  L o a d  a f t e r  l o a d ,  t h e
r a f t  i s  s l o w l y  t o w e d  b a c k  a n d  f o r t h
on t h e  r e e f .  P i l e  a f t e r  p i l e ,  t h e y
are u n l o a d e d .  T h i s  i s  a  s l o w  p r o -
cess b e c a u s e  t h e  s t o n e s  c a n  o n l y
be c a r r i e d  a t  h i g h  t i d e s .  O n e  w o u l d
spend a b o u t  t h r e e  f u l l  m o n t h s
b r i n g i n g  i n  r o c k s .

" Ta a l i n g "  i s  t h e  k i n g  o f  s t o n e
t h a t  i s  g o o d  f o r  " E c h " .  I t  i s  q u i t e
heavy,  b l a c k ,  a n d  h a r d .  O t h e r  t y p e s
o f  s t o n e  a r e  n o t  r e a l l y  g o o d  b e -
cause t h e y  u s u a l l y  d o n ' t  l a s t  a s
long a s  " Ta a l i n g " ;  t h e y  b r e a k  u p
e a s i l y  u n d e r  t h e  c o n s t a n t  w a s h i n g
a c t i o n  o f  waves .  Ye a r s  o f  e r o s i o n
can c h a n g e  t h e m  t o  f o r m  a  cemen t -
l i k e  s t r u c t u r e  i n  w h i c h  w a t e r  c a n
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not e a s i l y  f l o w  i n  o r  o u t  o f  t h e
"Ech" .The wa te r  has t o  seep i n t o
and ooze o u t  between t h e  s tones
o f  t h e  " E c h " .  I f  n o t ,  t h e n  t h e
f i s h  c a n  e a s i l y  f i n d  t h e i r  way
out t h r o u g h  t h e  en t rance  o f  t h e
maze.

Upon comp le t i on ,  a  t y p i c a l
r i t u a l  must  t a k e  p l a c e  f o r  t h e

p r o s p e r i t y  o f  t h e  "Ech " .  The
purpose o f  t h i s  p r a c t i c e  i s  t o
make t h e  s p i r i t s  o f  t h e  Sea h a -
ppy and p r o t e c t i v e  o f  t h e  "Ech" .
The r i t u a l  i n v o l v e s  t h e  p l a c i n g
of  green coconuts  and  b e t e l - n u t s
fronds i n  and around t h e  " E c h "
and t h e  owner f a l l s  i n  a  " d e f e n -
s ive s t a t e "  i n  wh ich  he must n o t
o f f e r  a n y t h i n g  t o  anyone, espec -
i a l l y  women. T h i s  " d e f e n s i v e
s ta te "  o r  "Tabwoo" l a s t s  f o r
three consecu t i ve  days .  A t  abou t
t h i s  t i m e ,  t o o ,  i s  t h e  o f f e r i n g
o f  t r a d i t i o n a l  money t o  t h e  s k i l l -
f u l  b u i l d e r ,  a s  a  token  f o r  h i s
serv ice t o  t h e  f a m i l y .

The f a m i l y  t h a t  owns a n  "Ech"
is  a  happy one.  I t  b r i n g s  them
wealth b y  t r a d i n g  t h e  f i s h .  A n d
i t  keeps everyone f u l l  o f  f i s h .
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WALATHOL
by  S e b a s t i a n  L .  A n e f a 1

In t h e  o l d e n  d a y s ,  when immor ta l  a n d  m o r t a l  b e i n g s  m i n g l e d  t o g e t h e r  o n  t h e

i s l a n d  o f  Yap,  t h e r e  l i v e d  a  v e r y  p o o r  o l d  coup le  o n  a  l e g e n d a r y  i s l a n d  c a l l e d

Matang. L u g u r  and Lagay were t h e i r  names; t h e  woman was L u g u r  and h e r  husband

was Lagay.

On t h e  t r o p i c a l  i s l a n d  o f  Matang nobody used s i m p l e  words such  a s  " s m a l l " ,

"medium", " l a r g e " ,  a n d  even " b i g " ,  because everybody and e v e r y t h i n g  was many

many t imes  g r e a t e r  t h a n  t h e  p o s s i b l e  l a r g e s t  e x t r a - l a r g e .

On t h i s  i s l a n d  t h e r e  l i v e d  g i a n t s ,  a n d  a l l  t h i n g s ,  i n c l u d i n g  coconu ts ,  w e r e

g i g a n t i c  i n  s i z e .  T h e  g i a n t s  themselves  were  t e n  t i m e s  h e a v i e r  and t w e n t y  t i m e s

t a l l e r  t h a n  an  average- s i z e d  human b e i n g .  T h e  coconuts  we re  about  a  hundred  t i m e s

b i g g e r  t h a n  normal  coconu t s .
There came a  t i m e  on  Matang when a  coconut  l a w  was e s t a b l i s h e d  and  t i g h t l y

enforced b y  t h e  paramount g i a n t  c h i e f .  T h e  l a w  s t a t e d ,  " N o  one i s  t o  d r i n k ,  e a t ,

o r  use  any  coconuts  o n  Matang".  T h e  reason  f o r  t h i s  l a w  was unknown t o  most  o f

the  g i a n t  i n h a b i t a n t s ,  i n c l u d i n g  L u g u r  and Lagay.
One b r i g h t  morn ing ,  t h e  two  m a r r i e d  g i a n t s  woke u p  f r o m  t h e  e a r l y  morn ing

warmth and Lugur  wen t  t o  t h e i r  back  y a r d ,  w h i c h  c o n t a i n e d  an  abundance o f  huge

coconut t r e e s  o v e r l o o k i n g  a  ca lm b a y.  B e c a u s e  o f  p a r t i a l  b l i n d n e s s  f r o m  s u n  r a y s

bouncing i n t o  h e r  eyes  f r o m  t h e  q u i e t  water  o f  t h e  b a y,  s h e  s tumbled upon a  l a r g e
coconut c u t  down t h e  p r e v i o u s  n i g h t  b y  r a t s .  I n  t h e  back  o f  h e r  hazy  mind  was

the coconut  l a w  wh ich  now was b e i n g  o v e r -powered b y  an  i n t e n s e  eagerness t o  ease

her  t h i r s t  w i t h  t h e  coconu t .  S h e  was v e r y  t h i r s t y  and s o  was Lagay.  S h e  p i c k e d

up t h e  b i g  coconut  a n d  b rough t  i t  t o  Lagay who was chew ing  b e t e l - n u t  o n  t h e  po rch

o f  t h e i r  t ha t ched  house.  T h e y  i m m e d i a t e l y  t u r n e d  t h e  coconu t  o v e r  t o  check  i t

out  t h o r o u g h l y.
With g r e a t  t h i r s t ,  L u g u r  t h e n  s a i d  t o  t h e  w i s h f u l  L a g a y,  "We a r e  g o i n g  t o

d r i n k  t h i s  c o c o n u t ,  b u t  we w i l l  h i d e  i t  s o  nobody e v e r  knows" .  S o ,  t h e y  n e r v o u s l y

made an  open ing  i n  t h e  enourmous coconu t  and  began t a k i n g  t u r n s  d r i n k i n g  i t .

They drank and  d r a n k .  T h e y  d rank  u n t i l  t h e y  were f u l l  t o  t h e  f u l l e s t  and  t h e i r
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veins were conges ted  w i t h  coconut  j u i c e .  T h e y  s t a y e d  t h e  e n t i r e  d a y  j u s t  d r i n k -
ing  and r e s t i n g ,  b u t  t h e  coconut  s t i l l  seemed f u l l .

"What s h a l l  we  do?"  L u g u r  exc la imed  i n  f e a r .  J u s t  t h e n ,  L u g u r  t h o u g h t  o f
another p l a n .  " L e t ' s  p o u r  o u t  t h e  c o n t e n t s  o f  t h i s  coconu t  i n t o  t h e  c r a b  h o l e s . "

And s o  i t  was .  T h e y  began t o  d i s p o s e  o f  t h e  " i n f i n i t e "  l i q u i d ,  f i l l i n g  a l l

the l a n d  c r a b  h o l e s  t h e r e  were t o  f i l l .  T h e y  f i l l e d  a n d  r e f i l l e d ,  a l l  t o  n o  a v a i l .
Lagay e x p l o r e d  f o r  more u n f i l l e d  h o l e s .  T h e r e  were n o n e ;  n o r  were t h e r e  any  t h a t

could b e  r e f i l l e d .  T h e y  s a t  down and n o t i c e d  t h e  coconu t  l i q u i d  was f l o w i n g  a l l

over.  T h e  c r a b  h o l e s  had o v e r f l o w n  a n d  a  c r e e k  was now c u t t i n g  i t s  way t o  t h e

lower end o f  Matang.
By t h i s  t i m e  t h e  warm day had changed t o  a  f e a r f u l  n i g h t .  T h e y  were  i n  g r e a t

f e a r,  knowing  t h a t  t h e y  had w i l l f u l l y  v i o l a t e d  t h e  c o c o n u t  l a w.

They s t o p p e d ,  and  t r i e d  t o  p e e r  i n t o  t h e  d a r k n e s s ,  t h i n k i n g  a b o u t  wha t  t h e y

should do .  T h e y  debated  o n  whether  t h e y  shou ld  r e m a i n  t o  f a c e  t h e  a c t u a l  d e a t h

pena l t y  f o r  v i o l a t i n g  t h e  l a w,  o r  whe the r  t h e y  s h o u l d  t a k e  t h e  r i s k  o f  t r y i n g  t o
excape, pe rhaps  b y  means o f  swimming o r  d r i f t i n g  away somehow.

As t h e  r u n n i n g  l i q u i d  became worse ,  t h e y  g o t  t e r r i b l y  a f r a i d ,  a n d  Lugu r  s a i d ,

"Lagay, t h e r e  i s  o n l y  one way.  W e  w i l l  r u n  away f r o m  t h i s  i s l a n d .  I f  t h e y  f i n d

us now,  t h e y  w i l l  k i l l  b o t h  o f  u s  f o r  s u r e . "

Lagay t h e n  s l o w l y  s a i d  i n  r e p l y ,  " W a i t ,  we  w i l l  t r y  one l a s t  t h i n g . "

Then Lagay t h o u g h t f u l l y  t o o k  t w o  coconut  s h e l l s  and  p u t  some ashes i n  one
and some sand i n  t h e  o t h e r .  T h e y  t h e n  q u i e t l y  wa lked  towards  t h e  beach a t  t h e

oppos i te  end  o f  t h e  i s l a n d .  U s i n g  magic words ,  h e  poured  o u t  t h e  ashes  f r o m  one

of  t h e  s h e l l s  i n t o  t h e  w a t e r,  whereupon a  l o n g ,  l o n g ,  n a r r o w  p a t h  emerged and

extended beyond t h e  h o r i z o n .  L a g a y  t o o k  t h e  l e a d  a n d  Lugu r  f o l l o w e d  beh ind  h i m .
As t h e y  h u r r i e d l y  walked away f r o m  Matang, t h e  n a r r o w  road  beh ind  t hem van ished ,

d isconnec t ing  them f r om  any c o n t a c t  w i t h  t h e  i s l a n d .  T h e y  walked q u i c k l y  u n t i l

they c o u l d  n o  l o n g e r  see  l a n d .
Hold ing t h e  rema in ing  coconu t  s h e l l  i n  h i s  hands ,  Lagay f i n a l l y  dumped o u t

a l l  t h e  sand f r o m  i t  i n t o  t h e  deep s e a .  A l l  o f  a  sudden,  a  s m a l l  sandy  i s l a n d

rose t o  t h e  s u r f a c e  o f  t h e  w a t e r.  S h o r t l y  t h e r e a f t e r ,  i t  was a l r e a d y  s e v e r a l

hundred f e e t  above  sea - l e v e l .  T h e y  t h e n  named t h e  i s l a n d  Ngu lu .
In t h e  b e g i n i n g ,  Ngu lu  was v e r y  i n f e r t i l e .  T h e r e  were no  t r e e s  o r  even

grass g row ing  o n  t h e  sandy s o i l .  W h e n e v e r  t h e y  f o u n d  someth ing f l o a t i n g  n e a r b y

or washed u p  o n  t h e  beach,  t h e y  wou ld  g a t h e r  i t  t o  make t h e  i s l a n d  b i g g e r  and
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more f e r t i l e .  T h e y  p l a n t e d  d r i f t i n g  coconu ts  and o t h e r  n u t s  and  s e e d l i n g s .

Many p l a n t s  sp rou ted ,  a n d  g rew t o  m a t u r i t y .  S o m e  yea rs  l a t e r ,  t h e y  s t a r t e d  h a r -

v e s t i n g  f r o m  these  p l a n t s  and  f r o m  t h e  coconu t  p l a n t a t i o n  t h e y  now had.
Then one day  Lugur  was s o  s u r p r i s e d .  S h e  was p regnan t  l T h e y  were c e r t a i n l y

happy.
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Nine l o n g  and anx ious  months wen t  b y .  M u c h  t o  t h e i r  e x p e c t a t i o n ,  L u g u r

f i n a l l y  g a v e  b i r t h  t o  a  b i g  baby b o y.  T h e y  named h im Wa l a t h o l .

Walathol  g rew  b y  t h e  d a y,  g a i n i n g  w e i g h t  and add ing  much t o  h i s  h e i g h t .  H e

grew u p  as  q u i c k l y  as  a  banana t r e e ,  a n d  a s  t a l l  a s  a  c o u p l e  o f  coconut  t r e e s  p u t

t o g e t h e r.
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Walathol was a  v e r y  p l a y f u l  a n d  e n e r g e t i c  young g i a n t .  H e  was a lways  p l a y i n g

on t h e  beach and  a s  h e  grew much o l d e r  and t a l l e r ,  h e  began p l a y i n g  i n  t h e  w a t e r.

Before h e  c o u l d  sw im,  h e  was a b l e  t o  w a l k  i n  t h e  m i d d l e  o f  t h e  ocean.  H e  c o u l d

not s t a y  on l a n d .  H e  wanted t o  p l a y  w i t h  someone h i s  a g e ,  b u t  t h e r e  was n o  one.

One e a r l y  morn ing ,  h i s  p a r e n t s  n o t i c e d  h im  p l a y i n g  w i t h  s h a r k s ,  a n d  t u r t l e s ,

and o t h e r  f i s h  i n  t h e  ocean. T h e y  l a t e r  c a l l e d  h i m  o v e r  and s a i d ,  "Now b a b y,  y o u

are b i g  and s t r o n g ,  b u t  t h e r e  a r e  t w o  t h i n g s  you  must  a lways  remember n o t  t o  do

wh i l e  p l a y i n g  i n  t h e  w a t e r.  Y o u  must  n o t  g o  n o r t h  because a  huge man named

Matharginaa l i v e s  t h e r e .  L i k e w i s e ,  y o u  s h a l l  n o t  g o  s o u t h  because t h e r e  l i v e

thousands o f  Y u l a l ,  t h e  t i n y  peop le .  T h e y  a l l  a r e  v e r y  dangerous a n d  mean. T h e y

are o u r  enemies . "
At f i r s t  W a l a t h o l  remained c a l m  abou t  t h e  w a r n i n g s .  H o w e v e r ,  a s  t i m e  passed,

he became a n x i o u s l y  eager  t o  see  t h e  o t h e r  peop le .  H e  had  neve r  seen anyone o t h e r

than h i s  mother  a n d  f a t h e r .
One d a y,  w i t h o u t  h i s  p a r e n t s  knowledge,  h e  c u r i o u s l y  walked t o w a r d  t h e  n o r t h -

ern d i r e c t i o n  i n  deep w a t e r.  S i l e n t l y ,  w i t h  w a t e r  u p  t o  h i s  c h i n ,  h e  approached

a man who was b i g g e r  and t a l l e r  t h a n  h i m s e l f .

"Go away,  y o u n g  man. W h y  have y o u  come?" T h e  w a r n i n g  v o i c e  shook  t h e  s k y

and t h e  ocean.
With g i a n t  w a t c h f u l  u n b l i n k i n g  eyes f i x e d  o n  h i s  oppose r,  Wa l a t h o l  moved

c l o s e r  t o  t h e  a l a r m i n g  Matharg inaa.  H e  approached t h e  p r o t e s t o r  w i t h  t h e  i n t e n t i o n

o f  e x p l o r i n g  h i s  su r round ings .
"Go away,  i n t r u d e r , "  s a i d  t h e  l o w  v o i c e  a g a i n ,  w h i c h  came f r o m  t h e  d i r e c t i o n

o f  t h e  g u a r d i a n  o f  t h e  m i g h t y.  " Y o u  a r e  much t o o  f a r  i n t o  t h e  r u l e r ' s  t e r r i t o r y .

Who a r e  you  and wha t  a r e  you d o i n g ? "
Without t h e  s l i g h t e s t  f r i g h t ,  t h e  young b rave  g i a n t  c o n t i n u e d  w a l k i n g  t h e

shor t  d i s t a n c e  t o w a r d  t h e  r o a r i n g ,  o l d e r ,  mean g i a n t .
" I  am Ma tha rg i naa , "  exc la imed  t h e  a l a r m i s t .  " I  am t h e  t h e  p r o t e c t o r  o f  a l l ,

and t h e  s a v i o r  o f  none.  I  am t h e  r u l e r  o f  t h e  vanqu ished ,  a n d  t h e  g u a r d i a n  o f
the m i g h t y. "

Walathol  s t o p p e d  and peered i n t o  t h e  w icked eyes  o f  t h e  s a v i o r  o f  none.

Suddenly, a  c h i l l y  breeze s t r u c k  h i s  f a c e  and t r i g g e r e d  a  t h r a s h i n g  t h r u s t  t oward

Matharginaa. A  dangerous f i g h t  e r u p t e d  i n  t h e  m i d d l e  o f  t h e  immeasureable ocean,

c r e a t i n g  huge d e s t r u c t i v e  waves a s  t h e  two  a n g r y  mammonths dove and  r o s e .  B a w l i n g ,

howl ing and y e l l i n g  con t i nued  a s  t h e  r o b u s t  Wa l a t h o l  p lunged  around w i t h  t h e  g i a n t
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Matharginaa.
Matharginaa was tougher and meaner, b u t  the  younger g ian t  possessed greater

endurance and was more c lever.  A  f i r m  hand g r i p  around t h e  senior  g i an t ' s  t h r o a t
brought a  catast rophic  end t o  the  s t rugg le .

Meanwhile i n  Ngulu, Walathol 's  parents began t o  observe great  t i d a l  waves
on a  dest ruct ive  march towards the  shore .  O n e  by one t h e  powerful waves beat  the
beaches, and i n t e n s i f i e d  over  land.  L a g a y  and Lugur rea l i zed ,  i n  the absence o f
t h e i r  son, t h a t  Walathol was involved i n  some k ind o f  d ispute which was causing
the disastrous waves. T h e y  immediately took a  nut  f rom a  Baywol  t r e e  and ta l ked
magic t o  i t .  T h e  Baywol  n u t  was then put  i n  the  deep water  and i t  began d r i f t -
ing t o  the  loca t ion  o f  the disastrous b a t t l e .

As soon as Walathol not iced the  d r i f t i n g  nut ,  he  recognized i t  came f rom
Ngulu. H e  immediately grabbed the n u t ,  t a l k e d  t o  i t ,  and then released i t  again.

The worr ied Lugur and Lagay soon found the nut  f l o a t i n g  back t o  them near
the beach by one o f  the  tsunamis. T h e y  then knew t h a t  brave Walathol was i n  no
danger; he  was f i n e .

Af ter  the f i g h t  Walathol  s lowly  walked back t o  Ngulu, leav ing  the powerless
corpse o f  Matharginaa behind t o  be celebrated upon by t he  v ic ious  f i s h .

"Please, do  no t  wander o f f  as you d id .  W e  are a f r a i d  you w i l l  ge t  h u r t ,
son," cautioned the  concerned parents.

However, i n  the  young g i an t ' s  eager mind the thought remained o f  the  unexplor-
ed Yu la l  o f  Yap. " P e o p l e  j u s t  l i k e  mysel f ,  except much t i n i e r , "  imagined t he
young brave adventurer.

" I  must see them wi th  my own eyes, "  mumbled the exp lo re r,  as  he sprang up
abscondedly f o r  the  Yu l a l  one day soon a f t e r  the Matharginaa ba t t l e .  T h e  t a l l
giant walked and walked f u r t h e r  away f rom Ngulu. T h e  deep sea seemed shal low t o
him because o f  h i s  he ight .

Soon Walathol came upon the f renz ied  ree fs  o f f  t he  southern t i p  o f  Yap.
There he spotted two l o c a l  fishermen who were bottom- f i s h i n g  i n  an out r igger
canoe. T h e s e  men had become very we l l  known i n  t h e i r  v i l l a g e  o f  Toway f o r
the i r  bad bad l u c k  i n  f i sh i ng .  F i s h i n g  i t s e l f  was t o  t h e i r  l i k i n g ,  bu t  a c t u a l l y
hooking the  f i s h  was no t  t h e i r  good fo r tune .  A s  the  g i an t  made h i s  move t o  en-
counter these men, he  not iced,  much t o  h i s  surpr ise ,  t h a t  t h e  canoe contained
not even a  scale o f  a  f i s h .

When Malathol moved c loser  t o  them, t h e  younger f isherman who was seated
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a t  t h e  r e a r  end o f  t h e  canoe,  n o t i c e d  t h e  huge d a r k  shadow b l o c k i n g  o f f  t h e

s u n l i g h t  f r o m  t h e  even ing  sun .  T r y i n g  t o  warn  h i s  f e l l o w  f i she rman ,  h e  s a i d  ,

" I t  i s  n o  l o n g e r  w i s e  t o  remain  h e r e ,  f o r  t h e  s k i e s  have  t u r n e d  a g a i n s t  u s  and

i n  no  t i m e  t h e  approach ing  r a i n s t o r m  w i l l  c e r t a i n l y  keep u s  f r o m  r e a c h i n g  t h e
sho re . "

The o l d e r  f i s h e r m a n  r e p l i e d ,  "We have come t o  f i s h  f o r  t h e  b i g  ones and

there  i s  n o t h i n g  i n  t h i s  l agoon  t h a t  c a n  p r e v e n t  u s  - - n o t  even  a  r a i n  c l o u d  s u c h

as y o u  s e e . "
Walathol  made a n  a r c  s m i l e  a s  h e  overheard  t h e i r  w o r r i e d  remarks .  H e  b u r s t

i n t o  a  c o n t o r t e d  l a u g h  wh ich  caused t h e  f i s h e r m e n ' s  h a i r  t o  w i g g l e ,  a  l o s s  o f
hear ing  i n  t h e i r  p i e r c e d  e a r s ,  a n d  numbness i n  t h e i r  s u n -burned s k i n .  T h e  t i n y

o u t r i g g e r  began t o  wobb le  w i t h  t h e  c o n s t a n t  a c t i o n  o f  t h e  w h i t e -capped waves.

Wala tho l  exha led  warm a i r  f r o m  h i s  l u n g s  upon t h e  p o o r  f i s h e r m e n .

"Fear n o t ,  c u n n i n g  f i she rman  p a r t n e r ,  f o r  we rema in  nowhere h e r e :  s a i d  t h e

e l d e r  f i s h e r m a n ,  s u d d e n l y  r e a l i z i n g  t h e  t h r e a t e n i n g  s t r i k e  o f  t h e  heavy b l a c k

shadow wh ich  now covered  t h e  who le  spac ious  s k y  t o  t h e  s o u t h - w e s t  l i k e  a  b l a c k

w a l l  l e a n i n g  a g a i n s t  t h e  s k y.
In  t h e  r u s h i n g  w i n d ,  t h e  young f i s h e r m a n  t h r a s h e d  a n d  u n w i t t i n g l y  snapped
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the a n c h o r.  W i t h  t h e i r  padd les ,  t h e  con fused  f i s h e r m e n  rowed ,  p u l l i n g  and p u s h i n g .
But t h e  canoe remained t h e r e .  I t  was n o t  head ing  towards  Toway,  n o r  was i t

paddled t o  any  o t h e r  d e s t i n a t i o n  i n  G i lman.  I n s t e a d ,  t h e  f i s h l e s s  f i s h e r m e n  a n d

t h e i r  canoe were g o i n g  backward toward  N g u l u ,  f o r  Wa l a t h o l  had  lowered h i s  a rm

i n t o  t h e  w a t e r  and was s l o w l y  t o w i n g  t h e  canoe outward w i t h o u t  t h e  f i s h e r m e n ' s

knowledge. H e  was p u l l i n g  t h e  i n a t t e n t i v e  f i she rmen  n e a r e r  h i s  f a c e  f o r  c l o s e r

examinat ion.
They con t inued  p a d d l i n g  h a r d e r  and h a r d e r ,  and  f i n a l l y  t h e  e l d e r  a b s e n t -

minded f i she rman  l o o k e d  back  and s a i d ,  "We a r e  go i ng  nowhere!  T h e  d a r k  c l o u d  i s

n e a r l y  upon u s . "  W a l a t h o l ' s  d a r k  bearded f a c e  was approach ing  t h e  canoe even

n e a r e r,  now.

The abou t - f aced  p a d d l e r s  soon r e a l i z e d  t h e  o u t l i n e  f e a t u r e s  o f  t h e  huge h a i r y

face s t a r i n g  a t  t h e i r  s t a g g e r i n g  canoe. S t a r t l e d ,  t h e y  w e r e ;  s t a r k ,  t h e y  were n o t ,
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f o r  t h e y  appeared s t a g n a n t  w h i l e  a t t e m p t i n g  t o  i m a g i n e  what  i n  t h e  f i s h i n g  w o r l d
was d i r e c t l y  b e f o r e  t h e i r  s t a l l e d  e y e s .

"Fear me n o t ,  t i n y  men,"  s a i d  Wa l a t h o l .  " I  mean no  harm a t  a l l . "

"Who and wha t  a r e  you?"  exha led  t h e  in famous f i s h e r m e n  w i t h  a  s l i g h t  h e s i t a t i o n .

"Please t r y  t o  s h o u t . "  T h e  g i a n t  c o u l d  o n l y  f a i n t l y  h e a r  them.

"And p l e a s e  t r y  t o  w h i s p e r,  f o r  t h e  w h i r l w i n d  i s  c r e a t i n g  a  w h i r l p o o l  i n  o u r
e a r s . "

Walatho l  c a r e f u l l y  l i f t e d  u p  t h e  canoe i n  t h e  pa lm  o f  h i s  hand and  s l o w l y

whispered, " I  am Wa la tho l ,  s o n  o f  L u g u r  and Lagay.  W h a t  have you  been d o i n g ? "

"We a r e  p o o r  f i she rmen  f r o m  Toway.  W e  have c o n t i n u o u s l y  been f i s h i n g  w i t h o u t
any l u c k , "  r e p l i e d  t h e  younger  f i she rman .

The f i s h e r m e n  w e r e  s t i l l  a  b i t  f e a r f u l  o f  t h e  appearance o f  t h e  g i a n t .
Walatho l  l owe red  t h e  men i n  t h e  canoe t o  t h e  w a t e r .

He h a s t i l y  scooped u p  a  baby wha le  w i t h  h i s  hands and  t r i e d  t o  l o a d  i t  o n
the canoe.

"Beware t a l l  man. W e  w i l l  s i n k .  T h a t ' s  n o  match  f o r  o u r  l i t t l e  c a n o e , "
warned t h e  p r u d e n t  l i t t l e  men.

"Behold. B i g  man does n o t  know o f  t h e  c a n o e ' s  s t r e n g t h , "  s a i d  t h e  t o w e r i n g

man as  h e  g e n t l y  r e l e a s e d  t h e  young wha le  t o  i t s  f reedom.  I n  t u r n ,  h e  unsc rup -
u l o u s l y  sna tched  s e v e r a l  l a r g e  deep sea  f i s h ,  i n c l u d i n g  m a r l i n s ,  d o l p h i n s ,  and

sharks. " W h i c h  one  can  f i t  l i t t l e  man's mouth?"

"Not t h e  s h a r k s ,  f o r  t h e y  have jagged j a w s  and h a r d  s k i n .  N o t  t h e  m a r l i n s ;

they have t h e  l o n g  snou ts .  A b s o l u t e l y  n o t  t h e  d o l p h i n s  because t h e y  have h a i r  o n

t h e i r  s l i m y  b o d i e s . "

The n e x t  hand-scoop o f  f i s h  c o n t i n u e d  b r i n g i n g  t u r t l e s ,  b a r r a c u d a ,  t u n a ,

octopus, a n d  d i f f e r e n t  o t h e r  f i s h .  T h e  s m a l l  canoe  n e a r l y  sank ,  b u t  t h e  two
f ishermen we re  h a p p i e r  t h a n  e v e r  b e f o r e  as  t h e  g i a n t  p u t  t h e  f i s h ,  o n e  b y  one ,
i n t o  t h e i r  canoe .

"Aha, h o o y,  hooy !  Y a h a ,  h o h o ,  h o o y,  h o o y . . . f i s h  f o r  a l l  t h e  mouths i n

Toway! M o r e  f i s h  t h a n  stomach. C a n  you b e l i e v e ? "  exc la imed  t h e  j o y o u s  f i she rmen

i n  e x c i t e m e n t .  " W e  a r e  p leased .  W e  accep t  y o u r  good w i l l  and k i n d  h o s p i t a l i t y .
May we meet h e r e  aga in? "

Wala tho l  nodded a s  t h e y  made arrangements f o r  t h e  second m e e t i n g  i n  t h e

next  c o u p l e  o f  days .  T h e  f i s h - f i l l e d  c a n o e  was t h e n  paddled a s h o r e  a t  Toway
where t h e  v i l l a g e r s  immed ia te l y  d i s t r i b u t e d  t h e  f i s h  among a l l  t h e  households
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i n  t h e  v i l l a g e .  E v e r y o n e  i n  t h e  v i l l a g e  was s u r p r i s e d  t o  l e a r n  t h a t  t h e i r  s h a r e

o f  f i s h  w a s  a c t u a l l y  f r o m  t h e  c a t c h  o f  t h e  two  in famous f i s h e r m e n .

When t h e  two  men went  a g a i n  t o  t h e  des igna ted  l o c a t i o n  f o r  t h e  meet ing  w i t h
Wa la tho l ,  t h e y  b r o u g h t  some coconuts  and f o o d  a s  a  t o k e n  f o r  h i s  k i ndness .

Wa la tho l  was a l r e a d y  a w a i t i n g  t h e i r  a r r i v a l .  T h e y  o f f e r e d  t h e  coconuts  and  f o o d

to t h e  g i a n t  who e a s i l y  swal lowed and devoured them a l l  a t  once ,  w i t h  o n l y  m i n o r
h e s i t a t i o n .

I n  r e t u r n ,  Wa l a t h o l  lowered  h i s  hands i n t o  t h e  immeasurable depths  f o r  a

good c a t c h  o f  f i s h  w h i c h  he p u t  o n  t h e  f i s h e r m e n ' s  canoe  t o  t a k e  home. T h e  happy

men l a t e r  depar ted  w i t h  t h e i r  f i s h - l o a d e d  canoe.  T h e y  promised t o  meet a g a i n  i n

severa l  days .

In  Toway,  t h e  t w o  f i she rmen  d i s t r i b u t e d  t h e i r  c a t c h  amongst a l l  t h e  v i l l a g e

homes. E v e r y o n e  now grew e v e r  more as ton i shed  when t h e y  unders tood  t h a t  t h e

l a rge  f i s h  w e r e  a g a i n  f r o m  t h e  same t w o  f i s h e r m e n .

More coconu ts  and  f o o d  f o l l o w e d  more o f t e n  a f t e r  t h e  i n i t i a l  mee t ing ,  a s  t h e

f ishermen r e g u l a r l y  me t  w i t h  t h e  k i n d  Wa l a t h o l  t o  g e t  more f i s h .  I n  each mee t i ng ,

the q u a n t i t y  o f  exchange inc reased  g r e a t l y ,  a n d  each t i m e  t h e  f i she rmen  r e t u r n e d

to Toway w i t h  l a r g e  f i s h ,  t h e  v i l l a g e r s  became v e r y  c u r i o u s .
Soon t h e  Toway v i l l a g e  men ga the red  and dec ided  t o  b u i l d  t h e  men's  c l u l

the Fa luw o f  Baken. H o w e v e r ,  t h e  v i l l a g e  g a t h e r i n g  t o o k  p l a c e  i n  t h e  absence o f

the t w o  f i she rmen .  H e r e ,  a  d u t y  was ass igned  t o  e v e r y  man, a n d  t h e  t w o  f i s h e r m e n

in  p a r t i c u l a r  were g i v e n  t h e  d u t i f u l  t a s k  t o  c u t  down t h e  l a r g e s t  t r e e  f o r  t h e

Faluw.
Everyone i n  Toway began t o  l a b o r  d a y  and n i g h t ,  p e r f o r m i n g  t h e  ass igned  d u t i e s

which ranged f r o m  c u t t i n g  down t a l l  t r e e s  f o r  p o s t s  and  r a f t e r s  t o  g a t h e r i n g  t h a t c h e s
f o r  t h e  r o o f .  E v e r y o n e  was busy,  a n d  everyone  used t h e i r  s t o n e  t o o l s ,  e x c e p t

the t w o  f i she rmen .  T h e y  con t inued  o n  f i s h i n g  a n d  mee t i ng  w i t h  Wa la tho l .

Several months l a t e r ,  everyone  had f i n i s h e d  t h e i r  j o b  and had b r o u g h t  t h e

m a t e r i a l s  t o  M i r i g ,  t h e  a r e a  where t h e  Fa luw was t o  b e  e r e c t e d .  A g a i n ,  t h e  duo

had n o t  done a n y t h i n g ,  a n d  t h e  v i l l a g e  men grew more u p s e t .
In  a n  even ing  when t h e  duo r e t u r n e d  f r o m  t h e  f i s h i n g  j o u r n e y ,  a l l  t h e

v i l l a g e  men were ga the red  a t  M i r i g  d i s c u s s i n g  what  t h e y  s h o u l d  do  w i t h  t h e  d i s -
r e s p e c t f u l  f i s h e r m e n .  T h e  f i she rmen  w e r e  t h e n  c a l l e d  upon  t o  j o i n  t h e  mee t ing

and t o  t e s t i f y .
" I  f e a r  you  b o t h  have been i g n o r a n t  o f  y o u r  c o n t r i b u t i o n ,  w h i c h  has  caused
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us a  l o n g  d e l a y  i n  t h e  c o n s t r u c t i o n  o f  t h e  Fa luw.  H a v e  y o u  any  e x p l a n a t i o n  f o r

t h i s  em inen t  a c t ? "  asked  one o f  t h e  v i l l a g e  c h i e f s .

Both men remained s i l e n t  i n  t h e i r  f e a r  o f  seve re  pun ishment .  T h e y  were
then reminded a g a i n  o f  t h e i r  j o b ,  a n d  we re  gu ided  t o  a  p l a c e  between Ano th  and

Toway where a  huge Ganow t r e e  s tood  w e l l  o v e r  t h e  coconu t  t r e e s .

"Th is  i s  y o u r  t r e e ,  t h e  main p o s t  t o  s t a n d  i n  t h e  m i d d l e  o f  t h e  Fa luw.

Your j o b  h e r e  i s  t o  c u t ,  p e e l ,  and  b r i n g  t h e  main  s t a l k  t o  M i r í g  b y  n i g h t  f a l l

tomorrow,"  i n s t r u c t e d  t h e  v i l l a g e  g u i d e .  " A  m ino r  e r r o r  i n  compl iance c a n  r e s u l t

in  l i f e ' s  e x p u l s i o n . "

The t w o  were g r e a t l y  amazed b y  what  t h e y  had h e a r d .  T h e y  soon f e l l  t o  d i s -

cussing what  t h e y  had been t o l d ,  a n d  began a r g u i n g  o v e r  wha t  i t  meant and  w h a t

should b e  t h e  n e x t  s t e p .  T h e y  knew i t  was i m p o s s i b l e  f o r  t h e  two  o f  them t o
accomplish t h e  t a s k  i n  one d a y ' s  t i m e .

A f t e r  much d i s c u s s i o n  t h e y  agreed t h a t  t h e i r  o n l y  hope  f o r  compl iance w i t h
the c h i e f s  would  be  t o  i n f o r m  t h e i r  g i a n t  f r i e n d .

So, when t h e y  met  w i t h  Wa la tho l  t h e  n e x t  even ing  t h e y  asked f o r  h i s  g i a n t -

power a s s i s t a n c e .

"Wala tho l  i s  happy t o  h e l p  l i t t l e  f r i e n d s .  H e  weeds t r e e s  l i k e  y o u  weed

g r a s s , "  r e p l i e d  t h e  g i a n t .
Of c o u r s e ,  t h e  despara te  f i s h e r m e n  became v e r y  g r e a t f u l  t o  t h e  g i a n t  when

they l e a r n e d  h e  was w i l l i n g  t o  s u p p o r t  them.  S o  t h e y  a n x i o u s l y  - w a i t e d  f o r  t h e
sun t o  s e t  i n  t h e  wes t  w h i l e  Wa la tho l  abundan t l y  burdened t h e  l i t t l e  canoe w i t h

f i s h .
A f t e r  t h e  s u n  had s e t ,  t h e  f i s h e r m e n  began l e a d i n g  t h e i r  g i a n t  f r i e n d  a s h o r e

to Toway.  W a l a t h o l  l e i s u r e l y  f o l l o w e d  b e h i n d .  C o m i n g  u p  o n  sho re  sudden ly  a p p e a r -

ed t o  b e  d u b i o u s l y  d i f f i c u l t  f o r  t h e  t a l l  g i a n t .  T h e r e  were  t o o  many o b s t a c l e s  i n

h i s  way wh ich  he  had t o  a v o i d .  T h e r e  were  t h i c k  coconut  g roves  and homes w h i c h
should n o t  b e  d e s t r o y e d ,  b u t  i n  o r d e r  f o r  h i m  t o  f o l l o w  h i s  l i t t l e  f r i e n d s ,  h e

c leared o f f  some o f  t h e  coconut  t r e e s  a l o n g  t h e  way t o  t h e i r  house.

The f i she rmen  i m m e d i a t e l y  shared  t h e  f i s h  i n  Toway a s  u s u a l ,  and  l e d  t h e

g i a n t  t o  see t h e  t a l l  Ganow t r e e .

"This  b i g  t r e e  i s  what  t h e y  r e q u i r e  t o  be  t h e  main p o s t  o f  t h e  men's  h o u s e , "
Wala tho l  was t o l d  b y  h i s  companions.

Holding t h e  t r u n k ,  Wa l a t h o l  q u i c k l y  uprooted t h e  Ganow w i t h  an  easy  upward
j e r k ,  a s  i f  i t  were  done i n  an  i n s t a n t  t w i t c h  o f  a  t o r n a d o .  H e  f e l l  i t  t o  t h e
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ground and t h e  l e n g t h y  s t e m  extended a c r o s s  Ano th  and Toway.  C o n s e q u e n t l y,  t h e r e

i s  a  p l a c e  i n  Anoth  c a l l e d  B a l e  Ganow where t h e  t r u n k  o f  t h e  t r e e  f e l l ,  a n d

another  a r e a  i n  Toway c a l l e d  Turgun o n  wh ich  t h e  t r e e - t o p  l a n d e d .

The g i a n t  b roke  o f f  t h e  unnecessary b ranches ,  pee led  t h e  s tem,  and  b r o u g h t

the l o n g  l o g  t o  M i r i g ,  whe re  he  f i n a l l y  d r o v e  i t  h a l f -way i n t o  t h e  sandy s o i l .

He b i d  good- n i g h t  t o  h i s  happy p a r t n e r s  b e f o r e  s e t t i n g  o f f  f o r  Ngu lu .

In  t h e  n e x t  morn ing ,  t h e  v i l l a g e  men were c a l l e d  upon t o  g a t h e r  a t  M i r i g  t o

w i tness  wha t  t h e y  had t h o u g h t  was i m p o s s i b l e  f o r  t h e  two  f i s h e r m e n  t o  a c h i e v e

alone.  B u t  t o  t h e i r  as ton ishment ,  t h e r e  s t o o d  t h e  main p o s t  o f  t h e  community

house a l l  b y  i t s e l f ,  i n v i t i n g  a d d i t i o n a l  s u p p o r t i v e  p i l l a r s  f o r  i n i t i a l  b u i l d i n g
c o n s t r u c t i o n  t o  b e g i n .  H e r e ,  n o  one c o u l d  b e l i e v e  t h e i r  own eyes .  T h e y  t h o u g h t

the f i s h e r m e n  had  done something t h a t  n o  t w o  men c o u l d  d o  a l o n e .
" I  r e q u e s t  t h e  presence o f  t h o s e  who were  r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  t h i s  u n b e l i e v a b l e

p iece o f  m i racu lous  per formance,  h e r e  and n o w, "  u rged  t h e  paramount c h i e f  o f  t h e

v i l l a g e .
Several  young men were s e n t  t o  s c o u t  f o r  t h e  t w o  f i s h e r m e n .  S o o n ,  t h e y  were

brought  b e f o r e  t h e  paramount c h i e f  and a l l  o t h e r  v i l l a g e  e l d e r s ,  who were a l l

c l o s e l y  i n s p e c t i n g  t h e  l a r g e  p i l l a r .
"Have you done wha t  e v e r y  one t h i n k s  you  have done?"  asked t h e  v i l l a g e  c h i e f -

t a i n  o f  t h e  two  men, when t h e y  were b r o u g h t  i n  b e f o r e  t h e  e l d e r s .
"Yes , "  r e p l i e d  t h e  t w o ,  i n  hope f o r  a  compl imentary  reward  f o r  a n  o v e r n i g h t

achievement wh i ch  o n l y  t h e  immor ta l  b e i n g s  c o u l d  accomp l i sh .
"Rehearse t o  t h e  ga the red  crowd i n  d e t a i l  j u s t  e x a c t l y  how you d i d  s u c h  a

remarkable d e e d , "  ma in ta ined  t h e  o l d  c h i e f .
"Your Honor,  w h a t  was done i s  now i m p o s s i b l e  t o  be  r e p e a t e d ,  f o r  we have l o s t

the g i a n t -power a l t o g e t h e r , "  s a i d  t h e  men.

One wicked c h i e f ,  who was a c t u a l l y  j e a l o u s  o f  t h e  i m m o r t a l ' s  power,  o r d e r e d

the men, " I n  t h a t  c a s e ,  I  a u t h o r i z e  you  b o t h  t o  e r e c t  t h i s  Fa luw t o  i t s  c o m p l e t i o n
once you  r e g a i n  y o u r  g i a n t - power. "

A second r a n k i n g  c h i e f ,  who was n o t  a s  j e a l o u s ,  s t a t e d  k i n d l y ,  " I  f u r t h e r
assure you  t h e  s e r v i c e  o f  a l l  v i l l a g e  i n h a b i t a n t s  i f  s o  needed . "

I t  was c l e a r  t o  everyone a t  t h e  g a t h e r i n g  t h a t  even  w i t h  v i l l a g e  s u p p o r t  i t
would t a k e  s e v e r a l  y e a r s  t o  comple te  t h e  c l u b -house, and  s i n c e  t hese  t w o  men, p a r -

t i c u l a r l y ,  l a c k e d  t h e  b u i l d i n g  s k i l l s  necessary  f o r  t h e  t a s k ,  i t  wou ld  s u r e l y  t a k e
many y e a r s .
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The f o l l o w i n g  d a y,  t h e  two  o l d  men came t o  t h e  w i d e  f i s h - g i v i n g  s e a .  T h e y

t o l d  Wa l a t h o l  o f  t h e  c h i e f ' s  r e q u e s t ,  a n d  t h e  t a s k  t h e y  had been a u t h o r i z e d  t o

undertake.  W a l a t h o l ,  o f  c o u r s e ,  a l w a y s  w i l l i n g  t o  h e l p ,  ag reed  t o  a s s i s t  h i s  p o o r

f r i e n d s  a g a i n .  T h e y  t h e n  r e t u r n e d  t o  Toway t o  a s k  t h e  peop le  t o  g a t h e r  f o o d  and

coconuts f o r  t h e  m o r t a l  and i m m o r t a l  l a b o r e r s .

Ear ly  t h e  n e x t  morn ing ,  eve ryone  came b r i n g i n g  t h e  f o o d  and c o c o n u t s .  T h e y

were f r i g h t e n e d  b y  t h e  s i g h t  o f  t h e  l o n g - h a i r e d  and  bearded g i a n t .  S o m e  f a i n t e d

and dropped t o  t h e  ground w i t h  t h e i r  burdens ,  w i t h o u t  a  b l i n k ,  b u t  w i t h  w ide  open

mouths. O t h e r s  l e a p e d  o v e r  t a r o  pa t ches  and s tumb led  o v e r  g r a s s  b l a d e s  i n  t h e i r

search f o r  immed ia te  s a f e t y  i n  t h e  remote  a reas  o f  Toway.  W a l a t h o l  and  h i s  compan-

ions t o o k  t i m e  t o  ca lm  t h e  peop le  down f r o m  t h e i r  p u l s a t i n g  f e a r .

S h o r t l y  a f t e r w a r d s ,  t h e  p o w e r f u l  Wa la tho l  began r e n d e r i n g  h i s  a s s i s t a n c e  t o

the b u i l d i n g  o f  t h e  men's  house.  F r o m  nea r  and f a r  Wa l a t h o l  ga the red  a d d i t i o n a l

wooden m a t e r i a l s  and  t a l l  t r e e s ,  some o f  wh i ch  had n e v e r  been seen b e f o r e  o n  t h e

whole i s l a n d  o f  Ya p .  H e  dragged each  a g a i n s t  t h e  r o u g h  r e e f  u n t i l  a l l  t h e  branches
were c rushed o f f .  T h e s e  p e r f e c t  and  s t r a i g h t  s t ems ,  Wa l a t h o l  p i l e d  n e a r  t h e  sho re
o f  Toway.

Because t h e  t i m b e r  was t o o  heavy  f o r  t h e  men t o  l i f t ,  Wa l a t h o l  d i d  t h e  l i f t -

ing  and b r a c i n g  w h i l e  h i s  l i t t l e  co -workers  t i e d  t h e  t i m b e r s  i n  p l a c e .
The c h i e f  o f  Toway s a i d  t h a t  t h e  house shou ld  b e  b i g  enough f o r  Wa l a t h Q l ‘ s

head t o  r e s t  i n  a t  n i g h t .  D a y  b y  d a y,  t h e  c o n s t r u c t i o n  proceeded v e r y  s t e a d i l y .
The house was b u i l t  w i t h i n  a  week ' s  t i m e .

Each d a y  d u r i n g  t h e  c o n s t r u c t i o n  p e r i o d ,  t h e  p e o p l e  p r o v i d e d  f o o d  and  c o c o -

nuts f o r  t h e  w o r k f u l  g i a n t .  H o w e v e r ,  Wa l a t h o l  was a l w a y s  h e s i t a n t  t o  e a t  t h e  f o o d

and d r i n k  t h e  coconu ts .  O n l y  a t  n i g h t  when a l l  t h e  wo rke r s  had l e f t  t o  t h e i r

homes, Wa l a t h o l  wou ld  immed ia te l y  devour  a l l  t h e  f o o d  and coconu ts  a t  once .

This devou r i ng  o f  baske ts  c o n t a i n i n g  f o o d  and c o c o n u t  bunches c o n t i n u e d  d u r i n g

the n i g h t s .  T h e  v i l l a g e r s  g rew t e r r i f i e d  a b o u t  t h e  c o n t i n u a l  d i s a p p e a r i n g  o f

food and c o c o n u t s ;  t h e r e  was d r o u g h t ,  f o o d  was h a r d  t o  g e t ,  coconu ts  we re  s c a r c e ,
and a l m o s t  n o  e d i b l e  o b j e c t s  were  t o  be  seen i n  Toway.

The n i g h t  o f  t h e  opening o f  t h e  c l u b -house,  t h e  c h i e f s  o f  Toway,  a f t e r

having been t o l d  a b o u t  t h e  e a t i n g  h a b i t s  o f  t h e  g i a n t ,  asked Wa l a t h o l  t o  p u t  h i s

head i n s i d e  t h e  house and went  t o  s l e e p .  A l l  t h e  peop le  o f  Toway,  w i t h  murder

in  t h e i r  h e a r t s ,  came t o  t h e  Fa luw  and t h e  g i a n t  was s l e e p i n g .  T h e  t w o  f i s h e r -

men were a t  t h e i r  house a t  t h a t  t i m e .  W a l a t h o l ,  l i k e  any  o t h e r  m o r t a l  o r
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Immorta l  b e i n g ,  h a d  l o n g  h a i r .  T h e  p e o p l e ,  w i t h  w icked h e a r t s ,  t i e d  Wa l a t h o l t s

h a i r  around each  p o l e  o f  t h e  Fa luw.  W h e n  e v e r y t h i n g  was r e a d y,  o n e  o f  t h e  men

threw h i s  coconu t - l e a f  t o r c h  on  t h e  r o o f  o f  t h e  Fa luw.  I n s t a n t l y ,  t h e  F a l u w

was i n  f l a m e .  W a l a t h o l  woke up  b u t  h e  c o u l d  n o t  f r e e  h i m s e l f ,  f o r  h i s  h a i r  was
t i g h t l y  t i e d  a round t h e  i n n e r  p o l e s  o f  t h e  c l u b -house.

With h i s  l a s t  s t r u g g l e ,  which shook  t h e  who le  i s l a n d  o f  Ya p ,  o n e  o f  Wa l a t h o l t s
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l egs Víappened t o  h i t  Ngu lu .  T h e  b l o w  was s o  p o w e r f u l  t h a t  i t  moved N g u l u f a r t h e r

away f r o m  Yap.  T h u s ,  N g u l u  i s  where i t  i s  t o d a y,  a b o u t  o n e  hundred m i l e s  s o u t h

o f  Yap .
The s t o r y  o f  Wa l a t h o l  ended t h i s  way.  S o m e  p e o p l e  i n  Yap b e l i e v e  t h a t  h e

d id  n o t  r e a l l y  d i e ,  f o r  t h e  i m m o r t a l  c a n n o t  d i e ,  a n d  b e l i e v e  a l s o  t h a t  h e  w i l l

come back  some d a y.  W h e t h e r  t h i s  i s  c o r r e c t  o r  n o t ,  t i m e  w i l l  o n l y  t e l l .
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