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Document 1887AH

A visit to the atoll of Ailuk, Marshall Islands

Source: Article byD. Grundemann entitled "UnserKleinstes Schutzgebiet, dieMarschallinseln, "in:

DeutscheKolonialzeitung, IV, 1887. Translation n°1255, UH,Pac Collection.

Our small protectorate, the Marshall Islands.

The atoll of Ailuk is well suited to serve as a model of the islands of the Marshall

Archipelago. The lagoon ofAiluk stretches for four miles from north to south and has

a width of one mile. The island bearing taht same name lies in the southeast of the la

goon. Then, on the east side, there follows a whole chain of small islands which, in the

north, connect with the larger island, called Kapeniur. Only the two larger islands are

inhabited, but the entire population consists ofno more than 200 souls. The small specks

ofland can hardly be expected to support more. A walk around the island reveals only

very poor conditions. Along the beach we sink ankle deep in a white, gleaming sand,

which is so abrasive that we may well be afraid of wearing down our boots. It is quite

as unfertile as quicksand. Only at isolated points are there signs of a very stunted plant

growth, with shoots creeping along the ground. The ground rises somewhat away from

the lagoon; the earth becomes darker and the plant life somewhat stronger. Twenty-

foot high pandanus trees lord it over low shrubs. Their roots have grown several feet

above the ground, and only then does the trunk begin. Soon, however, the trunk again

divides itself, and on several crowns carries the large red fruit with strong, long leaves.

Apart from this tree there are also coconut trees, three or four times as high, with large

plumes of leaves, and nuts the size of one's head. No other species of trees are found

on the whole island. Ifwe cross straight over to the sea, we walk continually through a

grove of palms. The trees are not densely packed. Practically nowhere do we come

across any undergrowth, and even grass grows only sparsely in several scattered tufts.

We traversed the breadth of the island in twenty minutes—it is hardly a quarter of a

mile wide. Again our eyes meet the inconceivebly blue sea, whose waves roll majesti

cally towards our island and scatter themselves in foam on the white sand ofthe beach.

In the forest there is mostly a deep silence, broken only by the cooing of the wild

doves and by the call of a coo-coo. The latter, however, has a call somewhat different

1 The length of the island is slightly over one mile.
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from that of its German cousin. Occasionally a sea bird alights on a palm top after a

long flight. Ofmammals, only the rat is found on the whole island. Perhaps we might

also come across a couple of lizards. Of insects there are likewise few species present.

As the sun drops we return to the people. Close to the village we come across a hole

dug in the ground. From that we see how thin is the layer of fertile soil. Underneath

this brieflayer lies the white sand, then the hard coral rock above which clear water has

collected itself. A vessel for drawing water lying nearby admits ofno doubt but that we

have come across a spring. The first native we encounter, who had already greeted us

aboard the ship, informs us in his broken Eglish that we have walked around the island

without first presenting him with a gift.

Now we visited the chief. His palace differed in no respect from the houses, or bet

ter said, the huts ofhis subjects. The front ofhis house consisted ofa row ofposts, thirty

feet or more in length, and the posts were only four feet above the ground surface; they

bore cross-beams from which extended the high roofthatched with coconut leaves. Only

at the rear were the spaces between the posts closed with hanging mats. The remaining

sides were open. We can enter only in a stooped position. The entire room is separated

from the roof by a lattice covering. In this attic are to be found stored the food and

utensils, as well as the sleeping corners for the master of the house and his wife. Natu

rally we remained down below, where the floor was covered with small mussels, and

was kept extremely clean; at several places it was covered with attractive mats. On one

of these mats we found Koralik sitting in a squatting position surrounded by opther

brown men, his advisers. There was nothing about him lacking in dignity. The gifts

spread out before him soon dispelled his ill-humor, and after he had examined every

thing closely he informed us, in English through Labua, that we were "very good white

men".

Now we had an excellent opportunity to observe the brown folks. They are not at

all as hateful as some people suppose "savages" to be. They have slender figures with

long, black hair, which some wear tied together in a bunch at the back of the head; in

others the long hair hangs down to the shoulders. Clothing consists mostly of a belt

bound around the body on which are fastened slit pandanus leaves which fall like a pet

ticoat to the knees. In this case, howeveer, the chief, in our honor, also clothes himself

with a fine square mat. One does not exactly miss clothing on the naked upper bodies

of the men, for the dark-brown skin is tattooed with numerous images in different co

lors. It is impossible not to wonder at the skill with which fish, birds and other objects

are portrayed between really tasteful decorations. There are special artists in the Mar

shall Islands who apply this art work. Especially remarkable is the endurance with

which the pain accompanying the application ofthe deeply-buried decoration is borne.

1 Translator's note: From their trunks they take presents of an axe, an iron cooking pot, a package

offish-hooks, a pair of pocket knives, mirrors and several other objects that they were advised to

buy in Hamburg as gifts for the natives. They were told not to take any brandy. Labua notes the

gifts and remarks on the lack of brandy, saying, in English, "No brandy."
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We also noticed the long, black feather (from tropical birds) which Karolik's advisers

wore in their hair. The other men wore chicken feathers. The chief, as well as several of

the assembled company, had also added a necklace ofmussels; others wore a wreath of

flowers on their head. The misshapen widened ear-lobe in which they wore rolls oftor

toise-shell also attracted attention. Here and there one of them even had a hole in the

upper edge of the ear, in which he had inserted a flower. None is lacking a neckalace of

threaded beads made ofcoconut shell, mussel, fish-bones, etc. Most ofthem had a simi

lar ornament on the arms and legs.

Our audience with the chief did not last very long. The conversation, carried on

through the interpreter, was very poor. He once more assured us that he will provide

us well. We thank him, shake hands with him, and withdrew. OUtside our tracks were

dogged by the curious throng. The women were dressed somewhat more completely

than the men. They wore mats which reached from the hips to the ankles. But the scanty

clothing of the upper part of the bodies, due to the simpler tattooing, was more strik

ing than iin the case of the men. But all the more rich were they in other ornamenta

tion, such as fragrant, brilliant flowers in their oiled hair and all kinds ofobjects around

their necks, in the ears and on the arms and legs.

The sun had set. A bright fire burned in front ofour house. Several men were around

it preparing the evening meal. One of them was scooping the meat of a coconut with a

mussel knife; another was pressing the juice from single drupes of the pandanus fruit

with the powerful pressure ofhis fingers. Thisjuice he carefully collected in a cup made

from a coconut shell. Both ingredients were then mixed together, the mass placed in a

coconut shell and this then set in a pile of glowing embers. Their attention was then

given to preparing another dish. A great number offish ofvarious families stood ready

in a basket; one fo the cooks now took one after the other and without any further ago,

wrapped them in leaves and placed them into the ashes.

Meanwhile the table was set inside the house. The mats spread on the floor by way

of a table-cloth left nothing to be desired as far as cleanliness was concerned, and simi

larly the leaves which serve as plates. The meal was not bad and did honor to the culi

nary art of the natives. The pudding-like paste of the coconut takes the place of the

soup. The fish are palatable, although the sea-water which took the place of salt in the

cooking process gives them a somewaht peculiar taste. The concluding dish is mokan,

a. firm mass prepared from the juice ofthe pandanus fruit, cooked down, and prepared

by drying it in the sun. It is then cut in strips and rolled together for eating.

The taste of the meal was not spoiled too much the the great number ofmosquitos,

one of the few insects present on this island. To drive off the mosquitos we lit damp

leaves close to the houses, but the smoke plagued us more than did the mosquitos and

so we quenched the fire. After supper, in the brilliant moolight, we once more walked

towards the lagoon. For a long time everything was silent. Then hollow drum sounds

and monotonous singing were heard coming from the village. The young people were

dancing.
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Our sleeping mats had been spread in the spread in the attic of our house, and ac

cording to the custom of this country a wooden pillow for our heads had also been set

out. Everything was humming with mosquitos because of our having stopped the

smoke. Luckily for us, we had mosquito nets.

The Ailuk people really live a poverty-stricken existence. Daily the coconut paoms

are climbed, a task which te brown men manage extremely skilfully. Swiftly they reach

the top and choose either the young or the fully ripe nuts. These they then throw down

to be collected by the women and carried home. The coconut palm is the most import

ant of the few sources of their nourishment. Often catastrophies occur which destory

them. Every year from September onwards, the islands are threatened by storm winds

which often cause tererible damage and result in bitter famine. IN order to protect the

palms they are bound up on various sides with cords which are tied to posts which are

hammered into the ground. The cords themselves are made ofcoconut coir.

Should coconuts be lacking for food, then the pandanus fruits have to serve. Their

juice is also used along with coconuts. But it is a wretched life when somebody is forced

to survive with the juice of the sticky fruit drupes. Chewing the fruit spoils the teeth of

most of the natives.

Agriculture is out of the question considering the unsuitable conditions of this is

land. With extraordinary care a little taro is grown. Holes are dug in the sand and the

scanty amount of fertile soil thrown up on the ground. Foliage which has fallen from

the trees is then heaped into this pit, its decay producing some humus. Often the ocean

carries large masses of pumice stone to the island, the products of some volcanic ac

tion. The valuable material is fished out of the water, pulverized with beaters; in this

way an artificial compost is prepared for the plant holes. In spite of this care, the plants

grow wretchedly. The roots reach hardly a quarter of the usual size. Here taro is re

garded as a delicacy, while on other islands it is regarded very much like daily bread.

Nevertheless this is not the sole agriculture. We also saw a few decorativ e plants

being cultivated, the flowers of which are used as decorations by the natives. To eat

eggs is something entirely foreign to them, and the flesh ofthe fowl is eaten only in time

of great want. At such times they also hunt rats.

Fish, on the other hand, are a daily article of diet, and men and women are highly

skilled in various ways of catching them.

The chiefs, as well as the larger landowners, have several wives, while the small land

owners must be satisfied with one wife. Those who own no land must, in part, be sat

isfied with a state of celibacy. One can therefore imagine how difficult must be the

condition of the lower class.

In our journey across the island we occasionally came across a post with carvings.

The natives were reluctant to give an explanation ofwhat these posts signified. Finally,

we learned that here murdered children were buried. The unnatural parents permit only

their three oldest children to live; if these remain alive then the succeeding children are

killed. Only those of high rank are permitted to raise a large family.
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Little trace of religion exists among these brown people. One looks in vain for a

temple or priests to direct any ceremonies. ONly once in a while do we come across a

palm around whose trunk a four-cornered enclosure is erected. Here are placed flowers

and foodstuff. The spirits of the deceased are believed to have their residence in the

crown of the tree. These gifts are made to them out of superstitious fear and in order

to protect the living from their wrath.
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Document 1887H

Chronicle of the Mariana Islands, cont'd

Part IV: The diary kept by Father Ibaflez, 1887-92

Source: Same as forDoc. 1847AB.

—On 22 April 1887, the mail steamer Don Juan arrived at Apra, bringing back Fr.

Ibaflez, Fr. Hilario Medrano, the French naturalist Mr. Alfred Marche, and a Ger

man citizen. On the 26th, the steamer departed for Manila, with Fr. Francisco Castil

lo on board.

—On 2 May 1887, a Captain Gilmour arrived here with 18 survivors from the ship

wreck ofthe English merchant barque Afton, which had been carrying coal from New

castle, Australia, to San Diego, California. The shipwreck occurred on 31 March on

Lisianski Shoal, situated at 26°03' lat. N. and 173°42' W. of Greenwich.

—On 4 May 1887, the schooner Beatrice left Agafla for the northern islands, car

rying the Government Secretary, the French naturalist Mr. Marche, and Mariano Faus-

to and family going to Tinian. She returned on the 24th.

—On 30 May 1887, the schooner Beatrice departed for Japan with the survivors of

the shipwreck of the Afton. She returned on 29 July.

—In July 1887, the mail steamer brought a new Governor, Enrique Solano. Ex-Gov

ernor Medrano returned to Manila aboard her.

—During August 1887, the entire population suffered from influenza, but there were

no fatal consequences.

—On 22 October 1887, the mail steamer arrived at Apra. She returned on the 25th.

—21 November 1887 marked the beginning ofthe construction of a new bell tower;

the old one was too small to accommodate the new bell which came from Manila.

—At about this time, Governor Solano noticed that the small watch-tower behind

the government house, which had been used as a sentry post to descry ships, could no

longer be used as such, because of the trees that had been planted in the public square,

and was in bad repair; consequently, it was demolished.

1 Ed. note: He had just served as military chaplain aboard a Spanish navy ship during the Yap

Conflict between Germany and Spain. Fr. Ibanerz brought along a modern barometer to Guam,

an aneroid barometer made by Faura and measuring air pressure in millibars, not inches of

mercury.
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—On 24 December 1887,1 blessed the new bell. Many people went up to ring it. By

accident, a 24-year-old man, named Vicente Nego, was hit on the head by the swing

ing bell and died.

—On 25 February 1888,1 blessed the first stone of the government house, which is

about to be rebuilt from the bottom up. The old palace was in very poor condition and

did not have a proper foundation.

[The Canadian ghost ship Rock Terrace]

—In early March 1888, a 1,800-ton ship carrying 60,000 cans of petroleum [naphta]

lost her keel on a shoal far from here. When they had neared Guam, finding that they

could no longer pump the water out, the crew abandoned ship and reached safety in

life-boats. They are now in Agafla.

—On 29 March 1888, lighting by petroleum lamps was inaugurated in Agaiia.

—On 18 May 1888, Captain Williams arrived with his new schooner, named Esmer-

alda, which has double the capacity of the old Beatrice.

—On 23 May 1888, the schooner Esmeralda, Captain Williams, departed for the

northern islands and Japan.

—On 11 August 1888, the schooner Esmeralda arrived back at Apra. Between the

Bonins and the Marianas, she was hit by a typhoon.

—On 8 November 1888, the Esmeralda departed for the northern islands, taking

Fr. Ildefonso Cabanillas to Saipan. She returned on the 16th, but departed again for

Hong-Kong on the 27th.

—On 23 October 1888, the mail steamer arrived from Manila via Yap. She brought

the measles, in the person of Mr. Henry Millenchamp. By December, Agaiia looked

like one large hospital. Pregnant women have miscarried and many children have died

as a result.

—In July 1889, an English yacht and the mail steamer arrived. The steamer brought

back Fr. Resano and Fr. lamban.

—On 10 September 1889, the transport ship Cebu arrived at Apra from Pohnpei.

She took on food supplies for the Yap mission, and departed on the 13th.

—On 1 July 1889, the Carolinians ofTinian began to be moved to Saipaon. By Sep

tember 3rd, all had been resettled in Tanapag.

—On 24 January 1890, the mail steamer Don Juan arrived. She departed on the

27th.

—On 28 January 1890, the 2,500-ton [sic] Japanese warship Hi-yai [rather Hiei], with

more than 300men on board, arrived at Apra. Three days later, anotherwarship, named

Kongo arrived. Both ships are under the command ofa man named Magsomura [sic].

They departed for Japan on 6 February.

1 Ed. note: The construction of the new government house was finished in September 1889.

2 Ed. note: I have found out that this Canadian ship was still sea-worthy at the time, and as a ghost

ship, her sails still set, she crossed the whole of Micronesia and ground ashore on Tarawa, one of

the Gilbert Islands, where a newly-arrived French missionary father reported her wreckage.
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—During January and February 1890 six whalers visited Guam.

—On 19 April 1890, the mail steamer arrived, with Lieut.-Col. Joaquin Vara del Rey

on board. He is to be our new Governor. Also on board were Judge Mariano Villarin,

and Dr. Ramon Suria.

—In June 1890, the island inhabitants suffered from the influenza which has already

swept the entire known world, but it had no serious consequences. However, two per

sons died of dengue fever.

—A medical survey was made and the doctor has identified 100 lepers. They are to

be taken to the place where the old town of Pago used to be.

—On 26 November 1890, the Esmeralda returned from Agrigan, Pagan, Saipan,

and Rota. She had departed Yokohama three days after a cholera epidemic had ended

in that city. Consequently, she had been placed in quarantine at Saipan. When she an

chored at Apra, she was placed in another quarantine for 4 days, and the people on

board were fumigated.

—On 16 January 1891, the doctor issued a report in which it is said that 539 persons

have been vaccinated against smallpox and 829 have been re-vaccinated.

—On 20 January 1891, the first whaler arrived at Apra. During this monsoon sea

son, only three whalers were to visit Guam.

—On 1 April 1891, the new leper colony at Pago was inaugurated. I blessed the in

firmary. The governor and local authorities were present.

—On 1 July 1891, the Esmeralda departed for Saipan, taking Fr. Clemente Danso

along, who is the new curate there, while Fr. Palomo stays here.

—On 8 October 1891, the 2,000-ton [sic] Japanese warship Hi-yai [Hiei] arrived, with

over 200 men on board. Her captain is named Mori. On the 17th, she departed for Aus

tralia.

—On 23 October 1891, the mail steamer Venus arrived. She departed for Pohnpei

on the 25th.

—On 27 October 1891, a very strong typhoon hit Guam and caused much damage.

The small schooner named Yap broke up in two sections, and only one section has been

found. The huts of the Carolinians lying at Tamuing and those at the pago leper col

ony have all been demolished. In Agafta, 60 houses fell, and I think that the canals

bringing drinking water from Fonte may have been seriously damaged.

—On 26 May 1892, a strong earthquake shook the island.

—On 22 August 1892, the mail steamer arrived with the new governor, Lieut.-Col.

Vicente Gomez Hernandez, to replace Luis Santos.2 Also on board was Jose Sixto, the
new financial administrator, to replace Manuel Arias y Scala.3

1 Ed. note: The Governor had ordered his removal from Tinian.

2 Ed. note: Gov. Santos served only for one year.

3 Ed. note: For continuation, see Doc. 1893H.
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Document 1887AJ

The German barque Paula visited Butaritari

Source: Article in AnnaJen der Hydrographie, 1888, entiled: Bermerkungen uber die InselButarita

ri in der Gilbert- (Kings Mill-) Gruppe. Von Kapt. O. Diekmann, Ftihrer der deutschen Bark "Paula."

Notes on the Island of Butaritari, Gilbert Islands

[After giving a hydrographic description ofButaritari, or Big Makin, and other prac

tical information for navigators, Captain Diekmann goes on to describe the life on the

island.]

The natives, who number about 800 souls, are friendly people. They have one chief,

who acts as a king. One American Missionary is stationed here. The staple food con-

sits ofcoconut and papar, the latter is a root vegetable, similar to yam. Fresh food can

be had here, as in the rest ofthe Gilbert Archipelago; a pig sells for 5 cents per 1/2 Kilo.

Drinking water can be had from the Agent for the firm ofWeighmann of San Franci

sco for 1 cent per gallon; he has built a big cistern for that purpose. The natives have

only brackish water available.

The outline of Butaritari is shown in the attached chart (Table 21) which was drawn

with the help of a native.
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Documents 1888A

Official reports from Pohnpei

Source: PNA.

Al. Return of the expeditionary force—Letter dated

Pohnpei 1 January 1888

[[To] His Excellency the Governor General of the PHilippines.

[From] P.M. Government of the Eastern Region of the Caroline Islands.—No. 44:

Reporting the departure of the European force and Engineers.

Your Excellency:

The moment for the troop to embark has arrived, and I comply with my duty to re

port to the respectable authority of Y.E. about what has been done since the departure

of the Cebu, with respect to material things as well as to personnel.

All; that Y.E. ordered me uponmy departure from Manila has been carried out with

these suffering and valiant soldiers. The whole Colony has been temporarily rebuilt,

and solid bases for security and lodging have been laid for the future.

Once peace was honorably and definitely made on November 8th, everyone worked

with true effort to leave the Colony in the advantageous situation in which it is today.

The simple inspection of the plan of Fort Alfonso XIII, attached,1 and that of the
barracks that bear the name ofthe Officer in charge ofthe force [i.e. Varela] on account

of the very grateful remembrance that he leaves here, Y.E. will be able to calculate the

good progress of the definitive re-construction of this military establishment. The

powerful stockade is complete; it has two strategic blockhouses to defend the sides and

thanks to the wise directives ofY.E., it is now able to sustain whatever attack, no mat

ter how violent.

At 7 o'clock today, the blessing of Fort Alfonso XIII took place. The national flag

was raised immediately after, in accordance with the formalities prescribed by regula

tions, the soldiers in formation heard mass in the said fort before embarking. The sover

eignty of Spain that was morally re-established on the 8th ofNovember remains today

strengthened by the material force which nowadays among diplomats is seen as the in

dispensable appendage for its recognition.

1 Ed. note: Unfortunately, it was not found with this letter in the archives.
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As a consequence of the lucky campaign, there was no need to fire one shot. I agree

with the illustrious Officer in charge ofthe force that it is sufficient to keep here 100,000

rifle cartridges, and all those for the guns. I then return the rest to the Capital to avoid

noticeable deteriations and losses without remedy after some time has passed.

I also remit the Artillery effects restituted by the natives, among which figure two

cannon, about 6-cm, picked up in a landing from the Molina, as well as the effects

found or delivered that were found to belong to those who died between the 2nd and

4th of July. All of this goes in the care of Major Diaz de Rivera.

For the purpose ofmaintaining the fort and to have its personnel trained, I appointed

as its interim commander the Second-Lieutenant of [Regiment] No. 7, who served as a

Sergeant in the Artillery, Mr. Jos6 Porras.

I also directed, as an interim measure until the superior approval of Y.E., that the

Pool of Engineers leave their tools here, as long as the ditch remains to be opened and

if large stones are found, many tools will become useless.

The disadvantages of having only two Companies, these coming from different

Corps, nobody better than Y.E. who has been a distinguished Chief of Staff, will be

able to note them. If at all possible, Your Excellency, please change the Company from

No. 3 for another from No. 7, in case it is not judged proper to send the 50 Marines

who could be used for the military service and to look after the cannon, given that

aboardf warships they are used as loaders ofpowerful pieces.

The Capuchin Fathers, even though they told me today that they will be unable to

do any type ofmissionary work, have been given the lodging that had been left vacant

by the Artillery officers, to live in until Y.E. resolves otherwise.

Let me, Excellency, comply with an inescapable duty of gratitde, in giving the most

expressive thanks to Y.E. for the numberless resources and the affectionate and decided

protection with which you have honored me from the moment that you deigned ap

point to this posi, very superior to my few qualities.

However, I must also mention to Y.E. that, in spite of the ease and clarity that your

authority has made the political and military way for me to follow, I would perhaps

have been powerless to cover it, had I not found such a decisive and loyal support in

the brilliant Officer in charge of the force, whom I am pleased to recommend again to

the authority of Y.E. He has not rested one moment at all hours of the day or night,

and if in the military service he has tried to bring his foresight and zeal to the farther

Unit, he has also done so in the pursuit ofmechanical tasks in which I saw him always

at the toughest spot, enduring the torrential rain that is sometimes frequent here, and

avoiding any conflict that might be foreseen with the natives. All the officers, specially

the Artillery officers, have worked with true enthusiam, and have suffered the penal

ties proper to the season. The War Commissioner and his officers have made true ef

forts until the last moment so that the troop was perfectly fed, and there was not the

slightest fault or omission. The Physicians, Mr. Mir and Mr. Mamell, have competed

in complying with their worthy mission, and they have won the appreciation of all. The

Secretary ofthis Government, Mr. Jacobo Sanvalle, has carried out many difficult mis-
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