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.
(a) I t is hardl y f easible to meas ur e ac cul turation on a mon t h l y

basis i n a soci ety es eentially so s table . Al t houRh at tines this
r e s i s tenc e t o ch an ge ~ay tend-to try tho pati en ce of an admin istrati on
with progressive propensities , lt is we l l to rememb ~r t hat .hel ter ­
s kelter abandonmen t of ol d, t r ied customs and i ns t ituti ons in favor
of un tr i ed new c an be i nfini tel y ffior e danger ous t o a dev e l opi ng
socio- poli tical structure .

In dealing wi th the Yap peopl e on an admini stra t i v e pl ane , one
c nn sense the fee l i ng of cul t ural , alrr~ s t racial , homogene i t y \mlch
has per s i s t ed c ons c i ous l y de spi t e year s of f or e ign domi na t i on . It i s
t h i s s arne ph enomen on of uni ty Whi ch ties a ll of the Car ol i n a s fr om
llgul u east t o Satawal t o the Yap orbi t . And i t i s our grea t es t
admi nis tra tiv e asset .

(b ) USNMGU Yap is taking c oncrete steps t oward the preservati on
of l oc a l c ul t ur e . I n a dditi on t o verb a l l y encourag i ng the r econs truc­
t i on of "All Men ' s Hous e s ll

, and the t raditional flags t one danc ing
pl a ce s , at semi -monthl y chief 's me e t i ngs , i t i s the po l i c y of thi s
uni t t o f oster t he I ndi gi nous mode s of ar t i stic expres s ion a t school
ded c a tions and fe s t i ve occ asions . Pos itiv e po l i cy ha s b een s tated \mi ch
mar ks t h es e oc casions as purel y Ya p cu l t ur a l gather i ngs r a t h er t h a n
pr esent ation s of game s and athl e t ic . di spl ays of inter est mainly to
the American s pec ta tor s . Traditional s on s and dances , deeproo ted i n
nati v e i nterest , pre now SUbs t ituted .

{c} No commen t s .
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(a) There ~ere no drastic changes during the month 1n the deg ree and charac
tor of ac cul tu r at i on aChieved . I t is still difficult for the people of Y~p to assimilat~

the fact that we are not here to exploit the~ and that we are real ly 1n earnest when we
want the~ to assume the prerogatives of self-government .

( b ) The policy contir.ues for ancouragi ng retnntion and reviytng of i ndi ­
genous cust~8 insofar as they are not in confl i ct with Mi l i tary Government r egul a t i ons.
Pr obabl y one of the most characteri s t i c phases of Yap culture ie the love for dancing .
UaDy ot thei r dances are deep r ooted from generations past and no one car. give definite
in~ormation ae to their origin. Others haTe be~orrowed from Pona pe, the Palsus and
the Marshalls . St i l l others have been devised in comparatively recent yeare , and b
gestures and song depict the r e cent Wor l d Var or other events of this generation . To
the casual spectator there is a ~arked similarity in the basic stops and gestures but
they have specifi c interpretation to the people participatir~ and every dance tells its
own story . Anothe r characteristic of Yap culture is the use of the AII -: len 's House .
During the JaF anese time all but one of three were destroyed . Encourage~ent for recon­
struction of these and even gifts of some ~aterial is the present policy .

(c) Yap people in the main are polite , cooperative and f riendly . Re lations
betveen them and the ~~ericans continues to be excel lent . Uost of the chiefs are reluc­
tant to aS8U~e the initiative in adopting an, new plans or ideas but follow explicitly
any AAerican order . ~rrorts toward promotin~ eolf government show some pro gress but it
is very slov . For so ~any 'eare Yap inhabitants have been iv~n orde rs b~~ outside ruler5
that they ex~ct to be told ~xactly what to do ar.d what not to do .
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{e } Yap culture 18 e cu rious intermingling and ada pt.e:tion of' a nuraber- of other
cultures and it 18 diff1cult to determine just wha t cuetoms are indigenous . '!'here
are slight traces of the Spanish , mor e evidence of the GSl"!'llanl c and J apan8 s8 influence ,
and now there is beginning to be ece e "!:rola ti on of Americans. Som" traditions are
hidden in Ute unwri tt.en paet of' h h t ory. There still 8xhte the c::uetome of' shaving
girls ' heads until puberty but now i t 1s optional , with roughl y ha lf of the families
folloW'lngthe old practice . In spite of the fact that the custom 18 carried on by
half of the people , no one seems to know 1ts ' origin nor its purpose . A logical
explanation would seem to be an attempt to keep the maidens unattractive unt i l such
t me 8.8 they may be r oady to acquire a husband but this is belied by the fact that they
are permitted to adorn themselves in r ega l fashion for a dance or fiesta . Use of the
· All-~en· houss is being revided as a center of social activities . ~il ltary GOvern­
ment has taken a positive policy in encouraging the preservation of local culture .

(b) At the present t~e there is no or ganized program r or local culture except
in the way or o~ering enc ouragement. Navy personnel attend some of the n.tive dances
and feasts . and one occasion put on their own ver d on of a Yap dance to one of the most
popul ar native s ongs . The people have been encouraged t o rebuild their IAll_Men House s l

and flagBtone dancing grounds .
( c) The Yap people continue friendly and cooperative . Relations between them and

the ~erican8 are excellent . in fact i t becomes necessary occasionally to warn against
too close fraternization .
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(a l Yap cul ture is deepl y s t eeped i n tradi tion although it has shovm
a ma r k ed abi li ty for assimi l ati on of new feature s and f ac t or s . Hav­
ing had no wri tten l angua ge of their own the Yap peop l e have pa s s ed
t h e i r cus to~s and ha t ter y down from gen er ati on t o nener a t i on by wor d
of mouth and t hrough the i r j ong- danc es . I t is dif f i c ul t to de ter mine
any pur e ac c ultura t ion t ha t is c omple tely i ndi genous t o Ya p . Nea r l y
every cus t om sh ows an in~luenc e o~ Pol ynes i an , German , Spani sh,
~~r shalle s e , J apanese or o ther c ha r acter i stic . Frequentl y t he or i g i n
I s lo s t In a mi s t of ela ps ed time and the peo pl e forget why they do
something In a par t ic u l ar way , but do i t s ' mpl y beca us e it 15
" t h e righ t t h i ng " t o do . PoaaLbLy on e of the r i che s t c ul tur a l
her i tages of Yap people is the ir churuk (na tive danc e ) . Even the se
are a cur i ous b lend of the i nfl u enc es of other l ands . Some of them
are bor r owed I n t oto , but mostl y t h ey are a l oca l a dapt a t i on of the
or ig inal . A~on t h os e i n t r oduc ed entir e l y from o t her i slan ds there
i s often on l y a vague i dea as t o the mean i n o f wor d s and gestures .
h en a sked for an i n terpr e t ati on , t h e danc e na s ter , h i mself, canno t

make a trans l ati on . Thi s i s no t tru e , h owev er , of t he danc es , whi ch
hav e r ece ved the sta~p of Ya p influenc e . I n t h es e , e ver y gesture
and eV8r y wor d ha s a s pec ifi c mean i ng , an d the danc e may t e l l t h e
s tory of farr~us anc estor s , inc iden t s of the war or de t ai ls of a par t i ­
c ul arl y a reourous r oreanc e . At a r ec en t school dedicat ion , featured
by a vari e ty ~f dance., e i ght boys and ei ght gi r l s pa i r ed up (Wh ich
was a n unheard of t hing s i x mont h s a go ) . ~~hen t h ey s wung in t o the
wild gyr at ions of an Amer i c an j i t t er bug dance they "brought down t he
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h ouse " . Uatives and American gues ts were not only sUl'pr i s ed but
a ppl auded vi gor ous l y . As far as is known the dance mas t er had r e ­
c ei ved no po i nter s or ins t ruction in t echnique . bu t had p i c ked up t h e
deta i l s s i mply by observation a t the mov i e s . Ot her f ea t ur e s of l ocal
c ultur e a lso show a lien i n f l u enc e but hav ~ ma i n t a i n ed a basic Yapp es e
interpre ta t .L on ,

(b ) Mi l i t ary Gove rnmen t ha s es tabl ished a positi ve po lic y of en couragemen t
toward r ev ival and con t i nuanc e of l oc a l cul t ure . The peop le have
been enc ouraged t o rebui l d thei r a l l - men h ouses . dancing pla tforw~

and t o ~A inta n the i r bas i c t r adi t i ons . Effor ts are also being made
t o establish a wri tt en rec or d of cus toms and s ong s .

(c ) Re l a t i ons b e t ween Americans and t he native i nhabi t ants c ontinu e friendly
a nd coop erative . Yap peopl e h av e been d omina ted s o l ong by a l i ens t h a t
t hey expec t t o be t ol d What t o do . Even when t h ey do n ot unders tand
the r eason f or a r egUla t i on they ar e ac c us t omed to c ompl y ing wi t h out
c omplain t . ~hus t h e i r r eac tions to new r egula tions are mor e promp t than
are t h e i r acceptance of new i d ea s .

(d ) ~her e Is a notlce ab l~ even though s l i gh t . advance i n t he s tanding of
women In t h e c ommuni ty . A y ear ago women did not wa l k or danc e wi t h
t h e men , wer e no t us ed f or teachers ( excep t under t he J apane se sorr.e
wer e us ed fo r t each ing hand i craf t ) and had ver y l I t t l e voic e 1n
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communit y affairs . Ob ser va t ion o f h~erlc ans and our c us t oms has
encouraged a f i r s t s tep I n the d1 r ~ c tlon of s ocia l equall~ . Mixed
danc e s have be en s tage d In r ec en t month s , one Caro l i nian WO~an Is I n
tra i ni ng t o bec ome a t each er and occasIonal l y you wi l l wee aan and
wi f e walking together (r a ther than the wife ke epi ng a r espectf ul
s Lx pac es to the r ear ) .
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(a)

( b)

(c)

Acculturation :
No not i ceabl e change ha s occur ed in the acceptance of western

concept s ; this society continues In i ts conservative character .
Na t i ve worker s at the Naval establi shmen t frequently wear Eur opean
clothing Whi l e in pr ox i mi t y of the bas e, but s uch clo thing i s dis ­
carded i n favor of na t ive dress upon re turn to the home c omcrunlt l e s .
However , i t wa s reported r ec ently on reliable female au thori t y that
a f ew Yap wo~n hav e begun to wear wes t ern s tyle underwear under their
gra s s sk i r t s .
Effo rts to pre serve l o c al culture :

( No change in th i s i t em)
Rela t ions wi th Americans :

Relations With Ameri cans conti nue to be friendly . A high de ­
gree of c ooperati on In put t !n t he Bchool sys te~ on a s elf s uppor t i ng
bas i s , af ter re l ati ve l y short noti ce , was exhibi t ed by the nat ive
chi efs . They want our help and gui danc e i n under s tanding the mor e
i ntricate pr ob l ems i nvolved in becomi ng economically self s uffici ent
when we i nsist on introduc i ng wes t ern ideas .

InforuAtion rec ently came to light conc erning the ac t i vities
of an earl y ameri can t rade r i n the "es t ern Caroline s na~d Captai n
Holco~b J whi ch i t was fe lt was i mpor tant enough to r ecor d for his ­
tor ical purposes . Mr . George • Br ag don o f the Har t f or d Ti~e J

P£r t f or d, Connec t i cut , wro te to the CAU Yap r eques ting i nforma t ion
about Captain Ho l domb in behal f of r ela ti ves of this trader ~ho no w
r es i de i n Gr anb1 , Connec t i cut . The i nror~A tlon obt ained i s r ec orded
as Enc l osure (F l .
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" CA PTAIN HOLCOMB "
"AN FAR LY AMERICAN TRADER 011 YAP"

Unf or tunate l y , a ll of the native cr ew member s who accompanied
Cap t ain Holcomb on t he f ata l voyage ar e no w dead . However , one rrAn ,
YA LOTH NIGA, o f Lamer Vi l lage , Rul District , Yap , who served as boa t s ­
wai n on t he schooner , r ela t ed in deta! 1 the story of the Captain ' s
dea t h t o DEFAII, also of Lamer Vi llage; YALOTH died approximately ten
years ago , the l a s t of t he nat ive cr ew who witnes sed the tragedy . DEFAN,
a c l ose r e l ati ve of YA LOTH (either cous i n or nephew) is now an ol d ~An,

i n f orm, bu t mental l y ac tive . This i s t he s tor y a s h~ told i t :
Ca ptain Ho lcomb norma l l y conducted h i s t rad ing op era t ions in the

~s tern Carol ine I s l ands , ba s i ng at Yap , with occasiona l trips t o Hong
Kong wh er e he purchased trade goods for us e i n bar tering wi th t h e na t i ves .
His s chooner the !!BAR 'IOLA fI was named after his wife Bar tala Sec k , a
~~iaon woman . Christi an wa s correct i n the rrat ter of Holcoreb ' s
wife . No children were born to th e coupl e however .

At any r a t e , when the Bartol a l e f t here on her f a te fu l voyage , t h e
shi~ ' s company included Cap t a i n Hol comb, hi s white rra t~ (name unknown
now ) ~ YA LOTH , and 60 Yap na t i ves (or rather 59, plus one nat ive f r om
the rn lau Islands ) . Hol comb headed southwest to Pa l au , at which
pl ace he l eft a group of Yap men fo~ the purpos e of cu t t i ng s t ones ,
l a t er t o be picked up and r e turned to Ya p as "s t one mo ney" , f or whi ch
thi s i s land is wel l no t ed . The schooner t hen continued on t oward
New Guenea (DEFAN think s that th 9 was Hol corrb ' s f irs t trip to
New Gui nea ) .
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Holcomb r ea ch ed ei t her New Guinea or an is l and off its c oas t , and
t he BAR'IU LA en tered a d e e p an a d- t-o t t o med bay or l a go on . YALOTH r e ­
po r ted s ee i ng a grea t ~ny p ea r l shel ls upon looking do\m a t the
bo t tom . These nh el ls wer e highl y pr i ze d on Yap a s ano ther form of
"money " and r epr e s en t ed Holcomb ' s ob j ective in voyagi ng to Ne w Guinea .

The capta i n ordered the cr ew not t o fish for shells unt i l he had
spoken wi th t he l ocal na t i ve chiefs and obtained permi ss i on t o do s o .
It was h i s purpose t o avoid any friction which m1£h t l ead t o f i ghti ng .
Subsequen t l y a smal l boa t c ontain ing Holcomb , Yalo t h , two Yap na t ives ,
and a Pa l au nat ive , l e f t fo r the shor e . I t t urne d and h e aded fo r t he
beach stern fir st, as a precaut ion agains t t h e nec es s ity of a f es t
depar tur e should t h e r ec ep t i on pr ove unwe l come . DEFAN repor t ed YALOTH
as haVing stated that he r emarked about the wild a ppearance of the
local nat i ves to Cap t a in Holc omb .

The boa t r eached t h e beach , and Hol comb s t ar t ed t o give s rral l
pre s ents or t obacco and c l o t h to the New Guinea men . Spear throwi ng
began qUi t e s ud denly and Ho l comb , h i t by one of the spears f e l l over
t h e gunwa le and i n to the shal l ow wa t er . YA LOTH, attempting t o pul l
Holcomb i n to the boat , r ec e i ved two shor t spears i n one arm and t wo
more i nh i s back (Henry Ho f s chne ider ha s s een t he scars) .

The boat crew duri ng the confus ion l os t i ts oars , on l y on e rran
not havi n r ec eived s pear hi t s . ""I I jumped i n t o t h e water and s tar ted
Bwl mmin . YADOn! s vmm und er t he boa t and hel ped move i t far ther from
shor e b y gr asp1n e; the kee l a e he s wam . »hen ou t of spear range a l l go t
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into t he boat (exc ept Ho l comb , ~hose body was haul ed into the beach by
New Guineans) . The men br oke ou t f l oor boards f or use as paddles .
Holcomb ' s rifle , wh i ch he had not been ab l e to us e , was t aken fDo~ the
ti l ges and di sch ar ged a t the beach .

Rifle fir e wa s direc ted aga i nst the cr owd on the s hore by the ma t e
and cr ew aboard s hip --a canoe wa s now being car r ed to the wa ters edge .

When t he srra l l boa t r eached t he s cho oner ' s s i de , all exc ept YALOTH
c l imb ed aboard and the ship s e t sail , t owing the s u£ l l boat . Becaus e
of his i n juries , YALOTH vms no t moved at that time , but SODe t i ee
later the s~all boat was t aken aboard . .

The ma t e , who knew li t t l e a bou t navi ga t i on , want ed t o s aI l to
Hong Kong . YALOTH a dvi s ed Ya p as the pr oper destinati on a nd t his was
agreed upon . DEFAN states t ha t when t h e s choon er vms s gh t ed at Ya p ,
wa t ch ers stated t ha t " s ome t h i ng was wr6ng" - - per ha ps a di str e ss f l ag
was f ly ing , he th inks . (At the time DEt'AN was about ten yea r s of age ) .

No Span i sh go vernment ex i s t ed at Yap when the above events
t ranspired . I t wa s sti l l t h e per iod of i ndiv i dua l tradi ng enterprise .

Anoth er c r ew me~ber , FALANGl rAR, who lived a t Ni rra r Vi l l age , Okau
Di s t r i c t . Yap. and who di ed befor e YALOTH. t old DEFAN that an Amer i can
war ship l a t er came t o Yap . Off i c er s asked h i m i f he knew where Holcomb
had been killed . He i ndi ca t ed the bay on a chart wh i ch the Aoer icans
provided . But when invited t o ac company the ship t o New Guinea ,
FALANGIV~R dec l ined.
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The BAR TOLA l ay a t anchor I n Yap harbor £or a l ong t i me be f ore
f Inal ly s ai ling away . DEFAN doe s no t kno ~1 of i t s f i nal disposi t i on .

The Inforrr~tlon prov ided by t he Cap t a i n ' s s i s t er finds no s ub­
stantiation on Yap . Hol comb construc ted no r oads or hous es on Yap,
exc ep t a shack f or hi s own u s e . He did no t pur cha se t he i s l and of Yap
( ~h10h 1s still i n plots of pri va t e l and h eld by na t i ve owner s ) bu t
di d purcbase BLELATSCH Is l and , a s~all is l and (l e ss than 200 yar ds i n
di ame ter ) located In Yap harbor . 1h e German admini str ati on l eas ed
the i sla nd fro m Ho l comb ' s Wi f e , Bar t o l a Beck , and a c qu i r e d f u l l .
o~nershl p upon h e r deat h . The r umor 4ha t Holc omb wa s wor th $5 , 000 , 000
a t the time o f h is dea th I s c o ns i der ed fanta s ti c by t h e Yap ~eople today .

The Spani sh-Ger uAn riv alry a s the basis for "d i r t y yror k and the
"m·' t l n y" o r Cap t a i n Ho l c omb ' s c r e w are r umor s wh i ch have no founda t i on
i n any o f the inf o rmati on a vai l ab l e today .



30 Sept 1947E (Educ . & Soc . Serv .)
4 (Native CUlture) - 6

(d) Addit ional Fects :

(See ~closures H & J)
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Yap Dlst .

(Enclosure J- -See underIA (Health)
4 (Prev~n·lve and l~erapeutlc Field or~)
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(a ) Acculturation in the Yap I sland s is of s u perf i c i al degree . The
i ndigen ous soc ial , politica l , and ec onomic pat ter ns re~~ln integrated
to the poi n t of cons t i tu t i ng a Who l e c ulture founded on native adapta tion
to the native env ironmen t . Western influ en c e s are evident chiefly in
the uniform use of a fe w trade i t ems , notably the metal ad ze and co lored
c loth .
(b ) Efforts to preserve l oc al cul tur e :

Despite the seventy or more y ars of varying contac t with western
traders and administrators , the pr es er vat i on of Yap culture has been
amazing l y e f f ecti ve . The retention of cultur e values may b e attributed
In largest par t to a c ons c i ous effort of th e entire Yap people to
preserve indigenous systems from the inroads of enforced change
ins t i tu t ed by fore igners . The Yap man is es sential ly s a t i s f i ed with
his mode of l i f e , and does not wish to eXhange it for a non-subsistence,
urban type of ex is tenc e .

'!be c on tri bu t i on of CAU Yap . and one which is gr. dually ..inning
native support of Amer ican liberal ism, has b e en th e adoption of a sympa­
th e t i c attitude toward native culture veI u e e , .
(c) Re lations Wi t h Americans oon t i nu e ba mo s t c or d i a l .
(d) Addi tional facts _ No comment .
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