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Document 1565Y 

Legazpi-First printed account of the 
Legazpi expedition, Barcelona 1566 

171 

Sources: Pamphlet published at Barcelona in I 566, by Pau Cortey [Catalan for Paul Cortes] and en­
titled· "Copia de una carta venida de Sevilla a Miguel Salvador de Valencia ... ·~ The one copy extent in 
the 19th century was the property of WE. Retana, who sold it to the Compafffa General de Tabacos de 
Filipinas, in Barcelona; a transcript in Spanish and its translation by Alfonso de Salvio was published 
in B&R 2:220-231. In 1905, a limited edition of I 5 facsimile copies was produced in Madnd by Victoria­
no Suarez. One of these was used as a master copy by Carlos Sanz in 1958. 

Copy of a letter mailed from Seville to Miguel 
Salvador in Valencia, by an anonymous author1 

Ed. note: This letter, says Robertson, was probably written by someone belonging to Arellano's 
patache San Lucas, or who obtained his information from that Captain's followers. I would think 
otherwise, on account of the learned comments made by the author, who had seen the 
correspondence sent by Legazpi. Hence, he may have been a member of the Audiencia writing 
from Mexico at the end of 1565, whose letter was aboard the first fleet that left Veracruz and 
arrived at Seville in May or June 1566. 
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Copiadevnacartavenidade Se-
.11a .• iaigue1sa1&11c1ordcva1cnoa.tatiuatnarra et Ytnt~ 
b(o deCcubrimicDto gu4 los Moxicanos han bccho,naue-
, pndo ~on ta armada qae f11 Mageftad mando hazer en 

Mexico.Conotraseofas marattillofas,y de grail 
prouecho para toda la ChriO:iandaa:f on 

dignasde fervifbs ylcyda1 
(Fn Barecl~naJ'crPau Carsey. 1s'1; 

~~======-==m.!111 

eHF"l!Jl'.jllllft.. '£fto de la Chinl ay dos re1aciones, y cs, que a I os 
• . ~Al. dczificte de Nou1embre del aiio de mil y qu1m~ 
lilt~ .& ros J (ctJCnta y quatro ,por mand.ado de (u Mago; 
~ . fc hizo vna armada en el pucrto de la Natiu1dad a 
.ft mar dclSur,cient leguas de Mexico, de dos naucs, y do~ 
patayfos~p,ra dc(cubrir la~ yslas. dcla cfpce1eria~ quc las Ua· 
~an PhHippinas,·por nu~ltto Rey lcofiaron mas de feyfcJCA 
tos mil pelos'de Atipufquc ·hechas a la vela. 
f Patticron el dicho dia del puerto. y naucgaron feys dias 
·;untas:y a Josfiet~ "Jes d10 vna barrufca.quc tc aparto dellas 
cl Pata1,.quc era.de c:incutnta ~oncladai,, y llcuaua vcnylc 
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Copy of a letter sent from Se-

ville to Miguel Salvador of Valencia, which narrates the 
fortunate discovery made by the Mexicans who sail­

ed in the fleet which His Majesty ordered to be built in 
Mexico. With other wonderful things of great 

advantage for all Christendom: worthy 
of being seen and heard. 

Printed in Barcelona, by Pau Cortey, 1566. 

Of this discovery, two relations have come from China 1: namely, that on the 27th of 
November2, in the year 1564, a fleet was made ready by order of His Majesty in the 
Port of Natividad (which is situated on the South Sea, 100 leagues from Mexico), con­
sisting of two ships and two pataches, in order to discover the spice islands, which are 
named Philippines, after our King. This fleet, when ready for sailing, cost more than 
600,000 pesos of Atipusque. 3 

These vessels set sail from port on the above-mentioned day, voyaging in company 
for six days. On the seventh a squall struck them, separating from the others the pa­
tache, a vessel of 50-ton burthen, and carrying a crew of twenty 

1 Ed. note: Meaning the Western Islands 
2 The actual date of departure was the 21st. 
3 Ed. note: The actual cost was over 380,000 pesos of common gold, plus over 27,000 pesos of 

mined gold (See Doc. l 565A). Atipusque was probably a Mexican mint, or a mine; if we knew 
which, we could determine the ratio between unrefined and refined gold in Mexico at the time. 
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hombres:elqual nauego cincuentadiat,yattin dcllos. vlo 
taerra., qae cran muchas iflas cncrc las qu2lc1 vio vna mas 
grande,yallifurgio ._ f Acudicron alacollagcntcdclaida 
faqualcsmas blancaquc lo.s Indios nucfi:ros:y las mugc­
rcs muy mas blan'c:as quelos hombres. V c:man vdbdos,afli 
los hombrcs,como las mugcres de cofas de palma tcXJdas~ 
y labradascnama con fed:u de colorcs.Porgala,tralicolos 
dicntcs colorados,y horadados,y cnlostgu1eros vnoscla­
uicos dooro.Y los hombres con cal~u de lieco de algodo 
con fenorites de fcda,con mncbas pic5as de oro. f Entre 
dlos vmo vno q p•rcfCia de mas cahdad, ~ellido toda de fc 
da,con vn alfangc,la empuiiadLUa,y guarmc1encs de oro,y 
pi~dras. 1'Los nucftros Its pidicron.mantc:nimientos, y 
d&cro (e los a trucquc de bu getias: pcto cHos pid1cro haer­
ro y dio (cles: y quando vic:ron los clauos ~no querian otro 
lino clauos,y cflos pagauan con oro en poluo.Trayao algu 
11osvna$dagas dcazcro muy galanas,ymuefrranfergcnte 
pol&nca y de mucha razo. V lan de p~fo y mcdidt:diccoalos 
nueftros gamo.t,pucrcos, gallinas).codorm zes,arroz,majo. 
y pan d~ palmas:de r:odo c&lo ay gr~ndc abudancia. Efi:uuo 
alh cl J>arays alitreyntadias, crpcrando las otras naucs, y 
con10 no vinieron,dctcrmino de bolucr a Mexic;o: y al uc-
·po quc falio dcla ifi~, encontro vn 1uncG, que cs oau10 de 
cafi c1ent t9nel~das ,cnla qual vcnian fclfcnta fndios , Y. co· 
mo vieronclParays, todos fe echarona n:ido~ y fcJucron a 
la ticrra,_quc efiaua ccrca. Encraron denrro alg.snos fol da­
dos, por 1nandado del cap1tao, y hallaron quc.yua cargado 
de porcellanas,. y mantas, y licn~ospintados 1 y onas .cofas 
deta titrra, y.dgunos caiiur1llos de oro moUdo, delos qua-. 
Jes no tomaron mas quc: vno,y algunas por~cllanas~ y al1u­
nasma.nta.s:y. dclo dcmas,dc todo poco,para traher lo pot 
mueftra. Elluuo cllc Patays en yr yen bolucr,dozicntos,y 
rrcyn~ dias. Howcron de mr.ndtcr rub1r maidC qu2rcnt~ 
grad~shazla cl no rte:. Huuo dtfde el p~erto do particron. 
halla dla dla, mil y fetecientas leguas • 'I Las otras ttes 
naucs dentro dt cincucnta dias hallaron much~s UJ.as, J a· 
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men. This vessel sailed for 50 days, at the end of which time land was sighted. This 
proved to be a number of islands, among which they saw one larger than the others [i.e. 
Mindanao], where they cast anchor. 

On the shore of the island were gathered the natives, who are lighter complexioned 
than our [Mexican] Indians, the women being of even lighter hue than the men. Men 
and women were clad alike in garments woven from the palm, and worked along the 
edges with different colored silks. By way of adornment, they color their teeth, and bore 
them through from side to side, placing pegs of gold in the holes. The men wear draw­
ers of cotton cloth, silken garters, and many pieces of gold. 

Among them was one man who seemed of higher rank than the others, clad wholly 
in silk, and wearing a cutlass, of which the hilt and sword guard were gold and precious 
stones. 

Our men asked them for food, giving them various trinkets in exchange. But they 
asked for iron, which was given to them; and when they caught sight of the nails, they 
desired nothing else, and paid for them with gold-dust. Some of them wear very neat­
ly-made steel daggers and they appear to be a polite and intelligent people. They use 
weights and measures. They gave our men deer, swine, poultry, quail, rice, millet, and 
bread made of dates-all in great abundance. The patache remained here for about 30 
days, waiting for the other ships; but, as these did not come, they determined to return 
to Mexico. As they left the island, they met a junk, which is a vessel of about 100-ton 
burthen, in which were 60 Indians. When these caught sight of the patache, all threw 
themselves into the water, and swam to the shore, which was not far away. Some sol­
diers, by command of the captain, boarded the junk, and found it laden with porcelain, 
cloths, figured linens, and other products of their country, together with some beads of 
hammered gold. Of these latter they took but one, with some of the porcelain and 
cloth-a little of each thing-to carry as specimens. In going and returning this patache 
consumed 230 days. They were compelled to run to the north, beyond the 40th degree. 
From the port of departure to that island, they sailed 1, 700 leagues. 

Within 50 days, the other three vessels discovered many islands. They 
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·ponaro enalgunas dclfas,y paffaronen cada vna deUis mu 
chis cofas,que es tan grandc b .. relaclon,qucocupa veynte 
pliegosdcpapcl Enbn ap.ortatona vt1ailla.grandeque(c: 
llama lubu,y allihi2icronam1ftad cone Irey deUa~ quefe hi 
zo dcfta man era. Saco fe cl rey fangrc del pccho. yet c.ip1-

tan affi mc(mo .. y cchada la (an gee de entrabo5 en vna. co pa 
de vino la partacro pot mcdio,y cl vno beu1o la vnamatad,,y 
cl ouo la otra micad: y aquello dizen q baze la amiftad rnui 
olable.Co todo cfto tuuiero cae[tas pai6.oncs~ y robaro YB 

Jugarcjo:y en vna dafa. pobre hallaron vn oiiio lelus.,dcUos 
'iuetraendcFlandesiconfu vclo. y-pomoenlamano .tan 
lrcfco comofifcacabaradchazec cntonccs.En aqueUa Illa 
quifieron poblar ;porq csmuy abunditc de rodos l'os man . 
tcnimientos,y comcn~arona hazer vn fuertc,y hi zicroJue 
radel vna y&lefia,do pulieron el niiiolc{us,y lallamaro dcl 
nombr~ de lcfus: y la ifia la Haman Cant Miguel, porquc{c 
cntrocncUacl da de{Ll Apa.racion.rde alli alosMaluc·as 
dode cfiala elpecactia,,ay cicnt y cincucca leguas, y ala Chi 
nadazientaf, ya Malach quinientas leguas • r hallaron afU 
ancla finHiima, quc la hauaan 101 dela asla crahydo de lo.i 
Malucas y geng1b[C • y cofas de feda galanas. Y de: allt em­
. biaron deias trcs naues la caprtana de Mexico,, do Uego de( 
pucs quc bau111 llegado el Pat~ys,, y eCtauan aderefando o­
tt2S dos naues para {ocouo. Hay muchas arras 1slas por alli 
muy grandcs> y fon del m1fmo modo defta. Enne Jas otr~s 
hay vna ticrra tan rica de oro, que no lo elliman en nada: '/. 
hay tira catidaddc canda q ue Ja quemi c11 lugar de Jeiia;es 
dctanluz1dagcnte,cjtaygu1lanconEfj:>afi~.Hay alli vo rey 
cj tiene ala continuamrl hobrcs de guarda:y dhma fc: tanto 
quc ninguno de(usvaifaUos le vec la cara lino vna vez encl 
aiio:y G le ban de hablar para tratar con el algo,lc babli por 
•na zebrarana:y quado de ailo a aiio le dexa vcr, le di muy 
grandcs nqueus.Son gcntc n1uy prima, h~zco broc:adot, 
y(edas cexidas de muchas maneru. Tien~n en tan p~co cl 
oro>q dao dle rcy par vn prctaldecafcaueles, tres barcha .. 
. llas de oro en poluo:por~ alli to do 'luanto oto ay cs en po.I 
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anchored at some of these, and in each one they suffered many hardships. So long 
is the relation of this, that it fills twenty sheets of paper. 1 Finally they landed at a large 
island named Iubu2 where they made friendship with its king. This was done in the fol­
lowing manner. The king drew some blood from his breast, and the captain did the 
same. The blood of both was placed in one cup of wine, which was then divided into 
two equal parts, whereupon each one drank one half; and this, they assert, constituted 
inviolable friendship. Nothwithstanding this, they had certain conflicts, and sacked a 
small place. In a poorly-built house was found an image of the child Jesus, such as comes 
from Flanders, with his veil and the globe in his hand, and in as good condition as if 
just made. They wished to settle in that island, because of the abundance of all kinds 
of food. They began the construction of a fort, outside of which they erected a church, 
wherein the child Jesus was placed, and they called the church Nombre de Jesus [Name 
of Jesus]. They named the island San Miguel, because oflanding there on the day of his 
apparition. From here to the Moluccas, where the spices are found, there is a distance 
of 120 leagues; to China, 200; and to Malacca, 500. They found in this island the finest 
cinnamon, which its people acquire through trade with the Moluccas; besides ginger 
and articles of fine silk. Of the three vessels, the flagship was despatched from that is­
land to Mexico, where it arrived later than the patache, and where two other vessels 
were being prepared as a relief. There are many other very large islands in that region, 
in appearance quite like the above-named island. Among others is a region so rich in 
gold, that the amount is beyond estimation. And there is so great abundance of cinna­
mon that it is burned instead of wood by those people, who are as luxurious as those 
of Spain. They have a king there who has a constant bodyguard of 1,000 men, and who 
is esteemed so highly that none of his subjects see his face oftener than once a year. If 
they find it necessarj to converse with him on any matter, they speak to him through 
a long wooden tube. And when he annually permits himself to be gazed upon, his sub­
jects give him many valuable things. These people are quite advanced. They possess 
brocades and silken fabrics of many different kinds. They hold gold in so little estima­
tion that this king gave three barchillas4 of gold dust (for there all their gold is in the 
form of dust) for one string of jingle bells. 

l Ed. note: A reference to the account by Legazpi, Doc. l 565W. 
2 Ed. note: Misprint for Cu bu. 
3 Ed. note: This story is from Pigafetta and is about the customs of Borneo. 
4 A measure for grain containing one-third of a fanega. 
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uo. Cargaron cftas tret nauet quindo tornaron tmra eanti. 
dad de oro en aquclla isla~quc moto cl quinto q dan al uy 
vn millon y doz1cnco.s mil ducados ... Aadan por alla Mo­
ros contratando con naues., y trocido cofas de tu tierra po~ 
oro, y mantas, y efpccicna>y por clauos y ottas cofas En· 
contto la armada c:oo vna nauc dcllos. ytomola, aunqu.e tO· 
dcfcndio de cal mancra, q mato vno dcllos y h1rieron mas 
de veyntc.Y trahian muchas cofas de oro y mantas, y otrar 
ctpccacriuque hauian rcfcarado. Hay tantas isJas que d1zi 
quc fon tCtetacinco milyochoc:acntas. En efia 1fla de lubu. 
do ~azcn poblactoo,cs do mataron a Magallanes. Y d1z.en, 
que los Pottuguefcs con cicrtas Carauelsas aportaron por 
all1,hauradosanos,llamidofcEtpafioles, y vatrallosdcl.:oy 
de Cafhlla,y robaron muchas islas, y la.s faquearon, y lleua­
ronmucha gcntc captiua,pQrque coQiovcyan q nucftra ar 
ltlada le ba21a enla.nueua Efpana, tomalfcn los nuefitosco 
los d.ela ticrra mal .acdito-: Yail"r quando los nuefiros llcga­
ron, pcn(ando que cran:cllos ,.huyan alos motc$-confus jo. 
yas, y h22icndas .• Y lC ha v1fro cl general en harto traba10 
porapaziguarlo.s~ydarlcsacntcnderquefon.cllos1 y cicr­
to dcuc fer 1'umbre cu~rdo, porquc por la relacio re vcc ha 
ucr tenido mucho (ufrimicnto,por no to par con ellos, y los: 
ha llc:uado con mucho amor, 6n hazer agrauio a nadie..Ell~ 
cs cola gradc~ydc mucha importicia: y los de Mexico efi-1. 
muyv&nos coo (u de(cubrimicn-to, q ticncn cntedido q fc. 
ran cllos el coras9n dcl mundo. Trahecncftc nauic;> de aur· 
{o q es venido agora aca,gEgibre,cancJa,oro en poluo,vn~. 
arroua de conchas riqµiffimas de oro1y l>Janc~s,JOJIS de o. 
ro,c:cra,~y.otras cotis paradarmuetlradelo queen aqqcJla 
t~crra ay J y muchas hugcrias, y otras cow muy 34lanas. y 
aunque no las traxeran,harto crahian en hauer dc(cub1crto 
y hallado la naucgacion poraqueltas p~ces, que es coli ~c 
mu cha calidad. Con la fiota (abrcmol mas, dclo que fup1e 
re auifarc a. V. M &c. 
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Those three vessels loaded so much gold in that island that the king's fifth amounted 
to one million two hundred thousand ducats. 

Moros frequent that district in ships for purposes of trade, bartering the products of 
their country for gold, cloths, spices, cloves, and other articles. The fleet encountered 
one of their vessels and captured it, although its occupants defended themselves so va­
liantly that one of the Spaniards was killed, and more than twenty wounded. They had 
much gold, cloth, besides spices, which the('. had acquired in trade. So many are the is­
lands that they are said to number 75,800. That island oflubu, where the colony was 
planted, is the place where Magellan was killed. 2 It is said that the Portuguese with 
some caravels landed there about two years ago, claiming to be Spaniards and subjects 
of the king of Castile, and plundered many islands, sacking them and seizing many of 
the natives. Consequently, when those people heard that our fleet had been made ready 
in New Spain, our men were held in bad repute among the natives of that region. There­
fore, when our men arrived, the inhabitants, thinking them to be Portuguese, fled to 
the bush with their jewels and possessions. The General has experienced much trouble 
in appeasing them, and in making the natives understand who the Spaniards are. Sure­
ly he must be a discreet man, for the relation shows that he has exercised much forbear­
ance in not coming to blows with them; and he has shown them much friendliness, 
without causing offense to anyone. This is a great and very important achievement; and 
the people of Mexico are very proud of their discovery, which they think will make them 
the center of the world. The vessel that has just come here with the news of this dis­
covery has brought ginger, cinnamon, gold dust, an arroba of the richest gold conchas 
and blancas 3, gold ornaments, wax, and other articles, in order to furnish proof of 
what this land contains, besides many trinkets and pretty articles. And even had they 
not brought these things, they bring enough in having discovered and found the [re­
turn] route for navigation to these districts, which is a most notable event. When the 
fleet comes, we shall know more-of which, when it is known, I shall advise your Grace, 
etc. 

Ed. note: I think this is a transcription error of 7 ,580 which would be a good estimate of the 
number of the Philippine and neighboring islands. 

2 Ed. note: A common error for Mactan. 
3 The concha and blanca were ancient copper coins of the value of 1/2 and 3 Maravedis, 

respectively. The coins above-mentioned evidently resembled these in size. 


