




Introduction
The m a t e r i a l s  p r e s e n t e d  h e r e i n  were  deve loped  u n d e r  T i t l e  I X

Grant No. G007602908, a  g r a n t  f r o m  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  O f f i c e  o f  Edu-
c a t i o n ,  Depar tment  o f  H e a l t h ,  E d u c a t i o n  and We l f a r e .  T h e  o p i n i o n s
expressed h e r e i n  do  n ó t  n e c e s s a r i l y  r e f l e c t  t h e  p o s i t i o n  o r  p o l i c y
of t h e  Un i ted  S t a t e s  O f f i c e  o f  E d u c a t i o n ,  a n d  no  o f f i c i a l  e n d o r s e -
ment b y  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  O f f i c e  o f  E d u c a t i o n  s h o u l d  be  i n f e r r e d .

Kakrom, p u b l i s h e d  h i - a n n u a l l y  b y  a  f e w  s e l e c t e d  s t u d e n t s  p a r t -
i c i p a t i n g  i n  t w o  s p e c i a l  c l a s s e s  c a l l e d  Yapese C u l t u r a l  S t u d i e s
j o i n t l y  o f f e r e d  a t  t h e  Yap J u n i o r  H i g h  and Yap S e n i o r  H i g h  s c h o o l s
in  Yap D i s t r i c t ,  i s  t h e  p r o d u c t  o f  t h e  s t u d e n t s '  e f f o r t s  t o  e x t r a c t
i n f o r m a t i o n  f r o m  t h e  Yapese r e s o u r c e  peop le  i n  t h e  v a r i o u s  v i l l a g e s
on t h e  i s l a n d .  T h e  e f f o r t s  and  c o o p e r a t i o n  sha red  between them made
i t  p o s s i b l e  t o  p u t  t h i n g s  i n  t h e  f o r m  o f  a  magazine.  T h i s  i s  t h e
f i r s t  s t u d e n t  a t t e m p t  f r o m  t h e s e  j o i n t - p r o j e c t  h i g h  schoo l s  t o  t a k e
p a r t  i n  a  TT-w ide  p r o j e c t  i n  w h i c h  p a r t i c í p a t i n g  s t u d e n t s  a n d  t h e i r
communit ies a r e  engaged i n  t h e  p r o c e s s  t o  g e t  h o l d  o f  a  way t o  p r e -
serve t h e i r  c u l t u r e ,  t h e i r  ways o f  l i v i n g  i n  a  r a p i d l y  chang ing
wor l d .  K a k r o m  r e p r e s e n t s  t o  t h e  s t a f f  t h e  q u a l i t i e s  a n d  v a l u e s  o f
the Yapese peop le  a n d  t h e i r  c u l t u r a l  h e r i t a g e .  T h e  s t a f f  has  h a d
the p l e a s a n t  t a s k  o f  c a p t u r i n g  t h i s  un iqueness  o f  Yapese t r a d i t i o n
and o t h e r  i s l a n d  f e a t u r e s  f o r  a l l  . t o  e n j o y.  W e  hope o u r  Kakrom w i l l
b r i g h t e n  y o u r  days  a n d  be  o f  l a s t i n g  v a l u e .

Sebast ian L .  A n e f a l
Teacher /Adv iso r
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BetolowNuf Baskof Weaving
Story by  Mercy Gutnay &  Peter  T i t h r o w

Interv iew by Mercy Gutnay
Photography b y  Nora Niyog

I t  was mid-af ternoon on Dec-
cember 13 ,  1977  when we a r r i v e d
at Fedoor V i l l a g e ,  Dal ipebinaw
Munic ipa l i ty,  O u r  purpose, was
to i n t e r v i e w  Miss M a r i a  Pinan'um
who i s  f r o m  t h i s  v i l l a g e ,  l o c a -
ted on t h e  southern p a r t  o f  Yap
Island proper.  T h e  i n t e r v i e w
was about  b e t e l -nut  baskets .
Miss Pinan'um, a t  t h e  age o f  735
had spent  t h i r t y - t h r e e  years  o f
her l i f e  weaving baskets.

"Weaving baskets i s  a  p a r t
of a  woman's work i n  Ya p , "  s a i d
Pinan'um. S o m e  s t a r t e d  learning
the a r t  o f  weaving a t  a n  e a r l y
age such as  seven o r  e i g h t  years
old. S o m e  people,  o n  t h e  o t h e r
hand, s t a r t  l e a r n i n g  when they

are o l d e r.  I  s t a r t e d  weaving
baskets when I  was about f o r t y
years o l d ,  a n d  I  am s t i l l  weaving
today," she s a i d .

When asked about how many
d i f f e r e n t  k inds  o f  baskets t h e r e
are on Yap, M i s s  Pinan'um, b a l d ,
"On Yap t h e r e  a r e  many d i f f e r e n t
kinds o f  baskets a l l  w i t h  d i f -
ferent  names. B a s k e t s  i n  general
are c a l l e d  way w i t h  t h e  exception
of one m u n i c i p a l i t y  where t h e
people c a l l  i t  yod.  T h e r e f o r e ,
way and yod mean t h e  same t h i n g .
I t  depends on  where a  person i s
from."

According t o  Miss Pinan'um,
long ago d i f f e r e n t  people used
d i f f e r e n t  k inds  o f  baskets.  F o r
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example, p e o p l e  o f  h i g h e r  c a s t e
used baske ts  d i f f e r e n t  f r o m  -the
k inds p e o p l e  o f  l o w e r  c a s t e s  used.
That p r a c t i c e  i s  f a d i n g  nowadays.
"People use  wha tever  k i n d s  o f
baskets t h e y  want ,  o r  whatever
k inds  a r e  a v a i l a b l e  t o  them
desp i te  o l d  customs and t r a d i t i o n s .
Things a r e  r e a l l y  mixed up .

People o f  h i g h e r  c a s t e  use  baskets
which used  t o  be  f o r  l o w e r  c a s t e
people and  v i c e - v e r s a , "  s a i d
Pinan'um.

Miss P inan 'um named some
d i f f e r e n t  k i n d s  o f  baske t s  woven
on Yap p r o p e r.  T h e y  a r e :  " f a n -
w u l ' " ,  u s e d  b y  peop le  o f  l o w
caste;  " c h e l " ,  made f r o m  o n l y  one
l e a f  and  used b y  o l d e r  peop le ;
" f a t h l a p " ;  " f e n e  G i lman" ,  u s e d  b y
people o f  Gi lman M u n i c i p a l i t y ;
"Maseyran", woven o u t  o f  t h e  f a i r -
l y  young o r  s p r o u t i n g  coconut
leaves;  a n d  f i n a l l y ,  " c h i b a l a w " ,
which i s  a n o t h e r  k i n d  o f  baske t .
People o f  d i f f e r e n t  v i l l a g e s
weave o t h e r  k i n d s  o f  baske ts  w i t h
names a n d  uses unknown t o  M iss

Pinanium. P e o p l e  t o d a y,  a r e
i n v e n t i n g  new k i n d s  o f  b a s k e t s ;
baskets t h a t  p e o p l e  l o n g  t i m e  ago
d id  n o t  know how t o  weave.

In  o r d e r  f o r  someone t o
weave a  b e t e l n u t  b a s k e t ,  s h e  must
f i r s t  s e l e c t  t h e  r i g h t  k i n d s  o f
coconut l e a v e s .  S m a l l  c o c o n u t
leaves a r e  u s u a l l y  good and  a r e

found on  o l d ,  t a l l  coconu t  t r e e s
and/or  t h e  v e r y  young ones .
Secondly, s h e  s o r t  o f  r o a s t s  t h e
leaves o v e r  a n  open f i r e  a n d  l a y s
them under  t h e  sun  t o  f i n i s h  d r y -
ing.  D r y i n g  unde r  t h e  s u n  w i l l
take t w o  t o  f o u r  days depend ing
on t h e  w e a t h e r.  W h e n  t h e  l e a v e s
are d r i e d  w e l l ,  t h e n  she  c u t s  t h e
leaves e q u a l  t o  t h e  l e n g t h  o f
basket d e s i r e d .  S i n c e  t h e  l e a v e s
are w r i n k l e d  a t  t h i s  s t a g e ,  a
g r i n d e r - s h e l l  i s  used  t o  smooth
the l e a v e s  b e f o r e  t h e  a c t u a l
weaving b e g i n s .

Accord ing t o  Miss  P inan 'um,
there  a r e  many d i f f e r e n t  k i n d s  o f
baskets f o r  d i f f e r e n t  p e o p l e  o f
d i f f e r e n t  v i l l a g e s  a c c o r d i n g  t o
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the c a s t e  sys tem h e r e  o n  Yap.
"Long t i m e  ago ,  p e o p l e  o f  l o w
caste c o u l d  n o t  u s e  b a s k e t s  b e -
l ong ing  t o  t h e  p e o p l e  o f  h i g h e r
caste ,  b u t  now e v e r y t h i n g  i s
mixed up  and  b a s k e t  usage i s  n o
e x c e p t i o n ! , "  s a i d  P inan ium.
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( I t  t a k e s  one c o c o n u t  l e a f  t o
weave t h e  b a s k e t  above.  A l t h o u g h
some peop le  use  t h i s  k i n d  t o  c a r -
r y  t h e i r  b e t e l - n u t  i n  i t ,  m o s t
people p r e f e r  t h e  o t h e r  k i n d s  o f
baskets- - t h e  f a n c y  t y p e ) .

(The baske t  b e l o w  l o o k s  b e t t e r
than t h e  one above.  T w o  l e a v e s
are needed i n  o r d e r  t o  weave
t h i s  k i n d  o f  b a s k e t .  L o t s  o f
people use  t h i s  k i n d  o f  baske t
nowadays).

I t  t a k e s  a b o u t  f o u r  l e a v e s  t o
weave t h e  b a s k e t .

For t h e  b a s k e t  be low,  i t  t a k e s
s i x  t o  e i g h t  l e a v e s  t o  weave
one. I t  l o o k s  f a n c y,  b u t  i t
does n o t  l a s t  a s  l o n g  a s  t h e  one
above.

A f i n i s h e d  b a s k e t  i s  u s e d  t o
keep t h i n g s  i n s i d e :  b e t e l - n u t s ,
pepper l e a v e s ,  a n d  l i m e  a r e  t h e
most common c o n t e n t s .  S o m e
people p u t  o t h e r  s m a l l  v a l u a b l e
th ings  i n s i d e ,  t o o .  I n  Yap ,  men
and women, b o t h  c a r r y  b e t e l - n u t
baskets.  D o  n o t  m i s take  a  man
f o r  a  woman because b o t h  sexes
ca r r y  baske t s .  U n l i k e  t h e  U n i t e d
States where  o n l y  women c a r r y
purses.
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Raft Building
I n t e r v i e w  b y  James Moomew

Story  b y  P e t r a  Guchol
Photography b y  B a s i l i a  Thaamow &  P e t r a  Guchol

Yap's younge r  g e n e r a t i o n
does n o t  r e a l l y  c a r e  much abou t
the l o c a l  s k i l l s  s u c h  as  b u i l d -
ing canoes,  r a f t s ,  houses ,  e t c .
As a  r e s u l t  f o r  example,  o n l y  a
hand fu l  o f  canoes a r e  s t i l l  seen
around t h e  i s l a n d  o f  Yap.  A l -
though more r a f t s  t h a n  canoes
are seen  t o d a y  i n  Yap ,  i t  i s  b e -
l i e v e d  t h a t  i f  we d o  n o t  t r y  t o
preserve  t h e  s k i l l  o f  r a f t  b u i l d -
ing ,  i t  w i l l  b e  l o s t  f o r  good i n
the n e a r  f u t u r e .

Searching f o r  a  s k i l l f u l
person i n  r a f t  b u i l d i n g  i s  some-
t imes h a r d ,  b u t  we were  f o r t m a t e
to come ac ross  t h e  r i g h t  pe rson .
This f o r t y - t h r e e  y e a r  o l d  man b y

the name o f  S e r a f í n  Kuguy p o c e s -
ses t h e  s k i l l  a n d  has e i g h t e e n
years o f  e x p e r i e n c e  i n  r a f t  bu i ld -
ing .

When asked  abou t  r a f t  b u i l d -
ing i n  g e n e r a l ,  h e ,  i n  t u r n ,  a s k -
ed a n o t h e r  q u e s t i o n ,  " W h a t  k i n d
o f  r a f t  a r e  y o u  i n t e r e s t e d  i n ? "
Just  t h e n  we l e a r n e d  t n a t  t h e r e
i s  more t h a n  one k i n d  o f  r a f t .
But w i t h  a  s l i g h t  s m i l e  o n  h i s
face, M r .  Kuguy  s a i d ,  " T h e r e  a r e
two k i n d s  o f  r a f t s ;  t h e  f i r s t  one
i s  c a l l e d  f o f o t  and  t h e  second
one i s  c a l l e d  wu - e b ,  w h i c h  i s
the b i g g e r  one .  T h e  f o f o t  i s
commonly used  when peop le  g o
f i s h i n g .  T h e  b i g g e r  one ,  w u p - e b
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i s  used  f o r  c a r r y i n g  a  b i g  l o a d
o f  c a r g o  o r  wha teve r.  F o f o t  and
wup-eb a r e  s i m i l a r ,  e x c e p t  t h a t
one i s  b i g g e r  and  one i s  sma l l e r.

"To s t a r t  b u i l d i n g  a  r a f t ,
you j u s t  have t o  c u t  bamboo. The
green bamboo i s  u s e d  o n l y  i f  you
r e a l l y  need a  r a f t  r i g h t  away.
The brown o r  dead bamboo, o n  t h e
o the r  hand,  a r e  used  i f  you  want
a r a f t  t o  l a s t .  S t i l l ,  i f  you

r e a l l y  want  a  r a f t  t h a t  w i l l  l a s t
l onge r,  y o u  s h o u l d  choose t h e
green a l t h o u g h  y o u  have t o  g o
through a  l o n g  p r o c e s s " ,  s a i d
Kuguy. H e  f u r t h e r  e x p l a i n e d  the

K' AY
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---)cess s a y i n g ,  " Yo u  c u t  t h e
creen bamboo and  p u t  i t  i n  t h e
sea w a t e r  and  l e t  i t  s t a y  t h e r e
f o r  q u i t e  a w h i l e .  Y o u  have t o
w a i t  u n t i l  t h e  g reen  c o l o r  o f
the bamboo changes i n t o  b rown,
or• u n t i l  y o u  a r e  c e r t a i n  t h a t
sea w a t e r  i s  soaked  w e l l  i n t o
the bamboo b e f o r e  y o u  remove i t
and p l a c e  i t  o n  t h e  d r y  l a n d .
Then y o u  must  w a i t  u n t i l  i t  i s

dried be fo re  you s t a r t  b u i l d i n g
your r a f t , "

"Af ter  a l l  t h e  bamboo i s
dried up,  y o u  gather  t h e  p ieces
together and c u t  them a t  t h e  d e -

CHAGAR



s i r e d  l e n g t h ,  t h e n  t i e  them t o -
ge the r.  A s  f a r  a s  t y i n g ,  w e  use
two d i f f e r e n t  k i n d s  o f  t y i n g  me-
thods;  o n e  i s  c a l l e d  cha gar and
the o t h e r  one  i s  c a l l e
A f t e r  a l l  t h e  p i e c e s  o f  SárílSoo
are p u t  t o g e t h e r ,  y o u  t a k e  a
shor t  p i e c e  o f  bamboo c a l l e d  cho-
goyol  a n d  c u t  i t  w i t h  i t s  l e n I E E
equal t o  t h e  w i d t h  o f  t h e  r a f t
and p l a c e  i t  a c r o s s  t h e  bunch o f
bamboo. T h e  chogoyo l ,  o r  c r o s s
p ieces ,  s h o u l d  be  o n  t o p  o f  t h e
r e s t  o f  t h e  bamboo a n d  n o t  under-
neath.  T h e n  t a k e  a  p i e c e  o f
s t r i n g  o r  v i n e  and  s t a r t  t y i n g , "
sa id  Kuguy.  A c c o r d i n g  t o  Mr.
Kuguy, p e o p l e  l o n g  t i m e  ago ,  used
on ly  coconu t  ropes  a n d / o r  v i n e s
f o r  t y i n g .  ( P e o p l e  nowadays can
choose f r o m  a  w i d e r  v a r i e t y  o f
ropes,  w i r e s ,  a n d  s o  f o r t h - -
t h i ngs  t h a t  t h e  o u t s i d e r s  have
brought  i n t o  Ya p . )  " B e f o r e  a l l
the t y i n g s  a r e  done,  a l l  t h e  bam-
boo must  b e  c u t  t o  t h e  d e s i r e d
leng th  o f  t h e  r a f t  t h e n  h o l e s
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should be  made a t  one end  o f  each
piece o f  bamboo. Y o u  t i e  t h e
chogoyol t o  each  p i e c e  o f  batrboo
l y i n g  benea th  i t ,  a n d  t h e n  go  o n
to  t h e  n e x t ,  d o i n g  t h e  same t h i n g
u n t i l  a l l  t h e  bamboo a r e  t i e d  t o
same chogoyo l .  Now,  p r o c e e d  t o
the n e x t  chogoyo l  and  do  t h e  same.
A f t e r  t h i s  s t a g e ,  y o u  have t o
worry  abou t  t h e  p l a t f o r m  wh i ch
s i t s  o n  t h e  r a f t .  ( R e f e r  t o  p i c -
tu re  # 1 . )

For t h e  p l a t f o r m ,  y o u  have
to  c u t  p i e c e s  o f  bamboo e q u a l  i n
length  t o  t h e  l e n g t h  o f  p l a t f o r m
des i red and s t r i p  a l l  t h e  bamboo
i n t o  t h e  d e s i r e d  w i d t h .

Even t h o u g h  b o t h  k i n d s  o f
r a f t s  a r e  u s e f u l ,  we  must  n o t  f o r -
get t h a t  o u r  p o p u l a r  Yapese s t o n e
money wh ich  was mined i n  Guam and
Palau was b r o u g h t  t o  Yap m o s t l y
on r a f t s - - t h e  b i g g e r  k i n d  c a l l e d
wup-eb.
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Tuba Making: An Easy
Way To Make Your Own

by L o u i s  F a l a n

Do y o u  l i k e  t o  d r i n k  tuba?
Many p e o p l e  d o ,  b u t  t a k e  a  c l o s e
look a t  i t .  T h e r e  a r e  t w o  t y p e s
o f  t u b a .  O n e  i s  v e r y  sweet  and
t a s t y  a n d  i s  a  non- i n t o x i c a t i n g
d r i n k  w h i l e  t h e  o t h e r  one  can
c e r t a i n l y  make p e o p l e  dead d runk .
I t  i s  s o u r y  b i t t e r .

Tuba i s  c o n s i d e r e d  i m p o r t a n t
by some Yapese p e o p l e .  W h y ?
The n a t u r a l  t a s t e  o f  many l o c a l
foods c a n  be  improved  t h r o u g h
the use  o f  t u b a  i n  c o o k i n g .  I t
i s  a l s o  a  " m i l d "  d r i n k  f o r  some
people compared t o  w ine .  A n d
more i m p o r t a n t l y ,  i t  has been  a
q u i t e  n u t r i t i o u s  d i e t  f o r  most
Yapese b a b i e s .
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Many o f  t h e  l o c a l l y  grown
food c r o p s ,  s u c h  a s  t a r o  and
b r e a d f r u i t ,  c a n  be  cooked i n  a
pot  w i t h  sweet  t u b a  w h i c h  adds
a swee t  t a s t e  t o  t h e  f o o d .  T h i s
i s  q u i t e  o f t e n  done b y  t h e  peo -
p le  i n  t h e  o u t e r  i s l a n d s  where
there i s  n o t  much f r e s h  w a t e r
a v a i l a b l e  f o r  c o o k i n g .

"S ince t u b a  i s  n o t  h a r d  t o
make, a l m o s t  anybody--men,  women,
or  c h i l d r e n - - c a n  e a s i l y  make
t h e i r  o w n , "  M r.  E n  encourages.
" A l l  i t  t a k e s  t o  make t h e  d r i n k
i s  t h e  t i m e  t o  c l i m b  t h e  coconu t
t r e e  t h r e e  t i m e s  a  d a y . "  M r .  E n ,
who i s  now i n  h i s  e a r l y  3 0 ' s ,  h a s
been i n  t h e  bus iness  o f  making
tuba s i n c e  he  was a  t e e n a g e r.  H e
res ides  i n  Mak i y,  G a g i l .

Dur ing t h e  Japanese A d m i n i s t r a -
t i o n  a n d  t h e  Nava l  Occupa t i on  o f
the i s l a n d s ,  many p e o p l e  were i n -
vo l ved  i n  t u b a -making due t o  t h e
f a c t  t h a t  t h e y  had no  o t h e r
choice.  T h e y  were l i m i t e d  t o
tuba a s  t h e r e  was n o  o t h e r  booze
a v a i l a b l e .  B u t  t h i s  was a  s e c -
r e t  f o r  most  o f  them,  i f  n o t  a l l ,
which h a d  t o  be  k e p t  f r o m  t h e
Japanese a u t h o r i t y ,  a s  t h e
' n a t i v e s '  w e r e  no  t o  consume n o r
possess a n y  a l c o h o l i c  beverages.
With t h e  Nava l  A d m i n i s t r a t i o n
t h i s  was n o t  l o n g e r  a
among t h e  t u b a  makers
sa id  t h a t  many p e o p l e
making i t  t o  o f f e r  t o
personnel  i n  exchange
t h i n g .

Today, t h e  making o f  t u b a  i s
obv ious l y  l e s s e n i n g  due  t o  t h e
i n c r e a s i n g  i m p o r t a t i o n  o f  a l l
types o f  a l c o h o l i c  beverages ,
sugar and  s y r u p ,  a n d  b o t t l e d
baby f o o d s .  " T h e  Yapese a r e  b e -
coming more and  more dependent
on t h e  wes te rn  i n n o v a t i o n s ,  b u t
they a r e  v e r y ,  v e r y  e x p e n s i v e , "
Mr. E n  p o i n t s  o u t .  A p p a r e n t l y ,
the f e w  who s t i l l  make t u b a  now-
adays a r e  o l d  peop le  who canno t

sec re t
. I t  i s

began
the Navy
f o r  some-
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Using a  s h a r p  k n i f e  t o  c u t  o f f

a s m a l l  p i e c e  o f  t h e  " I C H I F "

means t h e  g r i p p i n g  o f  b o t h

hands: o n e  t o  h o l d  and t h e

o ther  t o  c u t .





a f f o r d  t h e  expense o f  l i q u o r  a t
the l o c a l  s t o r e s .

Most p e o p l e  were i n v o l v e d  i n
tuba-making some t h i r t y  y e a r s
ago because i t  s e r v e d  a s  a  sou rce
of  income f o r  t h e i r  f a m i l i e s . T h e
fermented t u b a  used t o  b e  s o l d
i n  g a l l o n  and  h a l f - g a l l o n  j u g s
f o r  a b o u t  f i f t y  c e n t s  p e r
g a l l o n .  O n  t h e  ave rage  t u b a -mak-
ers were  making n e a r l y  f o u r  d o l l -
ars a  d a y,  w h i c h  seemed t o  be  a
very  s t e a d y  income f o r  mos t  peo -
p le  a t  t h a t  t i m e .  W i t h  h i g h e r
earnings a v a i l a b l e  f o r  many peo-
p le  t o d a y,  t h e  i d e a  o f  s e l l i n g
tuba has  began t o  wear  o f f .

What i s  needed t o  make tuba?
A h e a l t h y - l o o k i n g  coconu t  t r e e  o f
normal h e i g h t  ( 2 5  f t . )  i s  needed
f i r s t .  S o m e  t r e e s  a r e  b e t t e r
than o t h e r s ,  o f  c o u r s e .  S o m e -
times a  t r e e  t h a t  does  n o t  b e a r
very  many coconu ts  c a n  be  v e r y
p r o d u c t i v e ;  o t h e r  t i m e s ,  o n e
teeming w i t h  coconuts  i s  b e t t e r .
Some p e o p l e  choose t r e e s  w i t h  a
c e r t a i n  number and  appearance o f
leaves.  P e o p l e  u s u a l l y  s e l e c t
t rees  t h a t  a r e  n e a r  t h e i r  r e s i d -
ence f o r  t h e  conven ience  i n  ma in -
t a i n i n g  them,  a n d  t o  keep  o t h e r
boo t leggers  o r  t h i e v e s  f r o m  t h e
t rees .

The t r e e  i s  t o  be  c l i m b e d
three t i m e s  a  d a y,  s o  g e n e r a l l y
people c u t  s t e p s  i n t o  t h e  s tem o f
the t r e e  t o  p r o v i d e  e a s y  and
safe c l i m b i n g .  F o r  t r e e s  t h a t
are n o t  v e r y  t a l l ,  a  s t e p  l a d d e r
can be  used  f o r  c l i m b i n g .  U s i n g
the l a d d e r  i s  b e t t e r  f o r  young
t rees  t h a n  c u t t i n g  s t e p s  i n t o
them. I n  c a r v i n g  o u t  t h e  s t e p s
on t h e  t r e e ,  t h e  t u b a  maker
uses a  hand-ax .  T h e  t r e e  has
to be  l e f t  a l o n e  t o  " r e c o v e r "
from t h e  " s t e p  wounds" f o r  a
pe r i od  o f  abou t  one  month .
A f t e r  t h e  h e a l i n g  p e r i o d ,  t h e
t r e e  i s  t o  b e  c l e a r e d  o f  coco -
nuts a n d  a l l  o t h e r  unnecessary

t h i n g s  o n  i t .
The t u b a  maker  has  t o  b e  v e r y

s e l e c t i v e  and  a c c u r a t e  i n  choos -
ing  t h e  I C H I F,  t h e  t u b a - p r o d u c -
ing  f l o w e r  b u d  o n  t h e  t r e e ,  f o r
n e i t h e r  an  overgrown n o r  a n
undergrown I c h i f  i s  p r o d u c t i v e .
He has  t o  know e x a c t l y  when i t
i s  r e a d y  and c a p a b l e  t o  p roduce
tuba. W h e n  i t  i s ,  a  h i b i s c u s
s t r i n g  i s  g e n e r a l l y  wrapped a l l
around t h e  I c h i f  t o  p r e v e n t  i t
from r u p t u r i n g  o r  b looming  away.
The g r o w t h  o f  t h e  I c h i f  i s  t h e n
c o n t r o l l e d  b y  t h e  s t r i n g ;  o n c e
every two  weeks t h e  s t r i n g
should be l oosened  t o  a l l o w  f o r
some expans ion .  A  sha rp  k n i f e
i s  used  t o  c u t  a  s m a l l  p i e c e  o f f
the t i p  o f  t h e  I c h i f  and t h i s  i s
done t h r e e  t i m e s  a  d a y.  T h e
I c h i f  i t s e l f  has  t o  be  f o r c e d
from i t s  n a t u r a l  g row ing  p o s i t -
i on  g r a d u a l l y  b y  p u l l i n g  i t
downward w i t h  a n  a t t a c h e d  s t r i n g
i n  a  h o r i z o n t a l  p o s i t i o n  s o  t h a t
the t u b a  j u i c e  c a n  e a s i l y  d r i p
i n t o  a  DAG, t h e  coconu t  s h e l l
catchment f a s t e n e d  under  t h e
I c h i f .  T o  make t h e  i n t o x i c a t i n g
tuba,  t h e  same Dag i s  used  day
a f t e r  d a y,  a l l o w i n g  y e a s t  t o
form i n  t h e  b o t t o m  o f  i t .  S o
a l l  t h e  w h i l e  t u b a  i s  d r i p p i n g
i n t o  t h e  Dag, f e r m e n t a t i o n  i s
a lso  t a k i n g  p l a c e .  T h e  swee t
and n o n - a l c o h o l i c  t u b a  i s  o b -
ta ined  i n  t h e  same way e x c e p t
t h a t  t h e  Dag i s  r e p l a c e d  i n  t h e
morning and  even ing .  T h e  Dag i s
c a r e f u l l y  washed w i t h  s a l t - w a t e r
to  p r e v e n t  a n y  y e a s t  f o r m u l a t i o n .
By n o t  a l l o w i n g  any  f e r m e n t a t i o n
process t h e  t u b a  t h e r e f o r e  r e -
mains swee t .  B o t h  t y p e s ,  h o w -
ever,  have  t o  b e  f i l t e r e d  b e f o r e
consumption. T h e  " s o u r y  s m e l l "
do a t t r a c t  many i n s e c t s .

No one r e a l l y  knows f o r  s u r e
when t u b a -making s t a r t e d  on  Yap ,
bu t  a c c o r d i n g  t o  o u r  t u b a -making
exper t  M r.  E n ,  " I t  was i n  p r a c -
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t i c e  l o n g  b e f o r e  t h e  coming o f
Spaniards t o  t h e  i s l a n d s .  I t
cou ld  have been h e r e  f o r  o v e r
two hundred y e a r s ,  b u t  i t  was
n o t  u n t i l  t h e  Germans' t i m e  when
more peop le  f i r s t  l e a r n e d  t o
make a l c o h o l i c  d r i n k s  o u t  o f  i t . "
Long b e f o r e  t h a t ,  t u b a  o r  ACHIF,
as t h e  Yapese c a l l  i t ,  was j u s t
used i n  c o o k i n g .

When we l o o k  a t  i t  now, t u b a -
making i s  l o s i n g  i t s  v a l u e  a s
was p r a c t i c e d  l o n g  ago .  M o s t
people t o d a y  make t u b a  because
they want  t o  g e t  d r u n k  on  i t ,
and n o t  t o  make e x t r a  income.
Something t h a t ,  o n l y  a  f e w  d e c -
ades ago ,  many f a m i l i e s  depended
on t o  make t h e i r  l i v i n g .  To d a y ,
what i s  t o  p rese rve?  T h e  d r i n k
or  t h e  drunk?
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I n t e r v i e w  b y  Tamdad and J i m  John
Photos b y  Tamdad.
Story  b y  Tamdad.

illyan In MD
Not

Throwing
&Ow
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I t  i s  o u r  i n t e n t  t o  make
t h i s  a r t i c l e  f o r  t h e  i n t e r e s t
o f  o t h e r  peop le .  N e t  t h r o w i n g ,
l o c a l l y  c a l l e d  TALADA, h a s  been
used f o r  f ish in1-1.67—the l a s t
f i f t y  y e a r s .  M r .  L i b y a n ,  a  r e -
s i d e n t  o f  G i lman,  i s  a  l o n g
t ime u s e r  o f  t h e  t h r o w  n e t .  H i s
exper ience w i t h  t h e  use  o f  n e t
th row ing  has been  most  s a t i s f y -
i ng .

"Net t h r o w i n g  was f i r s t  i n -
t roduced i n  Yap D i s t r i c t  j u s t  a
few years  b e f o r e  t h e  second w a r,
but  has  sp read  t o  o t h e r  p a r t s  o f
the I s l a n d .  I t  was r e a l l y  t h e
people o f  t h e  Mar ianas  who i n -
t roduced i t  t o  t h e  Yapese. A t
t h a t  t i m e  I  was j u s t  a  young
boy, b u t  many peop le  were u s i n g
throw n e t s .  A n d  i t  was f r o m
them t h a t  t h e  Yapese l e a r n e d
how t o  use a  t h r o w  n e t , "  L i b y a n
sa id .

Libyan s a i d  t h a t  h e  l i k e s
using a  t h r o w  n e t  more t h a n  a n y
o the r  f i s h i n g  g e a r .  W h e n  asked
why, h e  s a i d ,  I t  i s  handy,  a n d
a v a i l a b l e  f o r  use  a n y  t i m e  y o u
want. A n y  t i m e  o f  t h e  day  and
n i g h t  y o u  a r e  s u r e  t o  c a t c h
some f i s h .  A t  n i g h t  y o u  j u s t
throw t h e  n e t ,  n o t  knowing
where t h e  f i s h  a r e ,  b u t  chances
are t h a t  y o u  w i l l  c a t c h  some."

Not v e r y  many peop le  were
us ing t h r o w  n e t s  d u r i n g  Wor ld
War I I .  O n l y  a  f e w  knew how t o
k n i t  i t  because i t  was q u i t e
compl icated.  A l s o  t h e r e  were
not a n y  a v a i l a b l e  a t  t h e  s t o r e s
in  t h o s e  days .  S o  one wou ld
have t o  go  t o  t h e  s t o r e  t o  b u y
thread t o  make h i s  o w n  n e t .

An average t h r o w  n e t  r e a l l y
looks l i k e  a  r o u n d  f l a t  p i e c e
o f  c l o t h  f u l l  o f  h o l e s  e x c e p t
t h a t  i t  i s  k n i t t e d  t o g e t h e r .  I t
can sp read  o u t  t o  abou t  t w e l v e
f e e t  and  i t s  l e n g t h  i s  a b o u t
e i g h t  f e e t .  B u t  some v a r y  i n

s ize .  T h e  n e t  has  s m a l l  p i e c e s
o f  l e a d  a t t a c h e d  t o  t h e  edges
to h o l d  down t h e  n e t .  T h i s
makes t h e  n e t  a  l i t t l e  heavy
and i t  we ighs  a b o u t  t e n  pounds.
Nylon t h r e a d  o r  s t r i n g  c a n  be
used t o  make t h e  n e t ,  b u t  n y l o n
i s  much b e t t e r  because i t  l a s t s
longer  a n d  i s  much s t r o n g e r .

In  Gi lman where L i b y a n  l i v e s ,
there a r e  v e r y  good p l a c e s  f o r
net  t h r o w i n g .  T h e  r e e f  i s  w i d e
and p l e n t y  o f  good s p o t s  c a n  be
found where t h e r e  a r e  l o t s  o f
f i s h .  U s u a l l y  a t  n i g h t  o n  t h e
r e e f  one c a n  c a t c h  a  l o t  o f
good-s ized f i s h .  B u t  i n  t h e
daytime h e  may c a t c h  t h e  k i n d  o f
f i s h  h e  w a n t s .  S o ,  t h a t  i s  one
good t h i n g  a b o u t  a  t h r o w  n e t - -
you can c a t c h  f i s h  a n y  t i m e  y o u
want.

To b e  good  a t  t h r o w i n g  a  n e t ,
you have t o  p r a c t i c e  f i r s t .
St rength  a n d  endurance a r e  need-
ed. P a t i e n c e  i s  a l s o  necessa ry.
Some p e o p l e ,  when t h e y  s e e  a
la rge  s c h o o l  o f  f i s h ,  g e t  s o
greedy t h a t  t h e y  d o n ' t  t h r o w
the n e t  p r o p e r l y  and  t h u s  m iss
a l l  o f  i t .

You need t o  be  p a t i e n t .  I f
you r e a l l y  t a k e  t h e  t i m e  t o
watch t h e  movement o f  t h e  f i s h ,
you can  make a  good c a t c h .

"One t i m e  w i t h  o n l y  one  t h r o w,
I  caugh t  more t h a n  enough f i s h
so I  r e t u r n e d  home,"  L i b y a n
said .

Of c o u r s e ,  t h e r e  a r e  some
disadvantages t o  a  t h r o w  n e t .
Sometimes when you  c a t c h  a  l o t
o f  f i s h  i t  we ighs y o u  down and
you c a n ' t  go  o n .  O n e  i s  a l o n e
aga ins t  d a n g e r.  I f  a  f i s h  l i k e
the ba r racuda  i s  i n  y o u r  a r e a ,
you ' re  i n  danger.  O n c e  y o u
throw t h e  n e t  on  t h e  ba r racuda
i t  w i l l  come s t r a i g h t  a t  y o u
w i t h  t h o s e  sha rp  t e e t h .  T o  be
safe t w o  t o  f o u r  p e o p l e  s h o u l d
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go f i s h i n g  t o g e t h e r .  T h e y
should s t a r t  a t  one e n d  o f  t h e
ree f  k e e p i n g  abou t  a n  e q u a l  d i s -
tance between them. I n  t h i s
way, t h e i r  n o i s e  w i l l  s c a r e
away t h e  ba r racuda .  B e s i d e s ,
they can  h e l p  each  o t h e r  i f  one
gets i n j u r e d .  A t  n i g h t  y o u  j u s t
throw t h e  n e t  a round ,  b u t  t h e r e
are good  s p o t s  f o r  f i s h  o n  t h e
r e e f  n e a r  t h e  b i g  p i l e s  o f
stones. Y o u ,  y o u r s e l f ,  c a n
guess where  t h e  f i s h  a r e  i f  you
are f a m i l i a r  w i t h  t h e  r e e f  a r e a .
At t i m e s  y o u  j u s t  have  t o  keep
on t h r o w i n g  t h e  n e t  u n t i l  y o u
get some f i s h .

Dur ing t h e  day t ime  w h i l e
f i s h i n g ,  i f  y o u  come n e a r  a  l a r -
ge s c h o o l  o f  f i s h ,  y o u  have t o
be c a r e f u l .  W h e n  a  l a r g e  s c h o o l
o f  f i s h  i s  s e a r c h i n g  a round  f o r
food, t h e r e  a r e  a lways  t w o  o r
th ree  f i s h  ahead .  I n  o t h e r
words, t h e y  a r e  t h e  " s c o u t s "  o f
the g r o u p .  I f  t h e  s c o u t s  r a n

i n t o  y o u ,  t h e y  w o u l d  n o r m a l l y
t u r n  back  t o  t h e  s c h o o l  t o  s c a t -
t e r  them i n  a l l  d i r e c t i o n s .  S o ,
i f  y o u  see a  l a r g e  s c h o o l  o f
f i s h  com ing  y o u r  way i t ' s  good
to g e t  a round  b e h i n d  i t  b e f o r e
you t h r o w  t h e  n e t .

When t h e  t i d e  i s  b e g i n n i n g  t o
come i n  y o u  have t h e  b e s t  chance
o f  c a t c h i n g  f i s h  w i t h  a  n e t .
The f i s h  u s u a l l y  go  i n  s m a l l e r
groups t h e n .  T h e y  move s l o w l y
along w i t h  t h e  t i d e ,  e a t i n g
along t h e  way.  I f  approached
f rom beh ind ,  i t  i s  l i k e l y  t h a t
they w i l l  come i n  y o u r  d i r e c t i o n
because i t  i s  t o o  s h a l l o w  a t
the f r o n t  f o r  them t o  go  t h e r e .
I t  i s  n o t  v e r y  a d v i s a b l e  t o
f i s h  a t  a  deep p l a c e  where t h e
t i d e  i s  u p  t o  y o u r  w a i s t .  A f t e r
you t h r o w  t h e  n e t  and  i , :  h i t s
the w a t e r ,  i t  t a k e s  a  l o n g e r
t ime f o r  i t  t o  r e a c h  t h e  b o t t o m ,
thus a l l o w i n g  t h e  f i s h  t o  escape
under t h e  n e t .  A  t h r o w  n e t  w i t h
heav ie r  w e i g h t s  i s  b e t t e r  f o r  a
deep p l a c e  s i n c e  i t  t a k e s  a
sho r t e r  t i m e  b e f o r e  r e a c h i n g  t h e
bottom. I t  i s  a l s o  good a t  a
shal low p l a c e ,  however.
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The s i z e  o f  t h r e a d  o r  n y l o n
s t r i n g  chosen f o r  t h e  n e t  i s
decided b y  t h e  u s e r .  S o m e  p e o -
p l e  p r e f e r  b i g g e r  t h r e a d  o r  s t -
r i n g .  T h i s  makes t h e  n e t  s t r o n g
and l a r g e r  f i s h  c a n  be  caugh t
w i t h  i t .  A l s o ,  i t  i s  n o t  a s
easy f o r  b i g g e r  s t r i n g  o r  t h r e a d
t o  b e  t a n g l e d  up  w i t h  c o r a l .  T h e
s m a l l e r - s i z e d  t h r e a d  and n y l o n
s t r i n g  a r e  sometimes good because
they a r e  l i g h t e r  t o  c a r r y  a round.

The s i z e  o f  k n i t t e d  h o l e s
determines t h e  s i z e  o f  f i s h  t h a t
can be  c a u g h t .  T h e  b i g g e r  t h e
ho le  open ing  i s ,  t h e  b i g g e r  t h e
f i s h  y o u  can c a t c h .  S o ,  i t  i s
always b e t t e r  t o  have  s m a l l e r
ho les ,  because i f  y o u  a r e n ' t  c a t -
ch ing l a r g e r  f i s h  t h e n  c e r t a i n l y ,
you can  c a t c h  s m a l l e r  ones.  T h é
recommended s i z e  o f  h o l e  i s  t w o
square i n c h e s .  T h i q  i s  t h e  mos t
commonly used s i z e  f o r  t h e  mesh-
ing  t h r o w  n e t .  T h e  h o l e s  r e a l l y

look l i k e  squa res  a l l  connec ted
toge the r.

A t h r o w  n e t  canno t  b e  t h r o w n
very  f a r .  U s u a l l y  i t  c a n  b e
thrown a b o u t  t w e n t y - f i v e  f e e t
away, t h a t  i s  f r o m  where y o u  a r e
stand ing t o  t h e  c l o s e s t  edge o f
the n e t .

When t h r o w i n g  t h e  n e t  o n  a
la rge  s c h o o l  o f  f i s h ,  o n e  has  t o
be q u i c k .  H e  s h o u l d  t r y  t o  h o l d
down t h e  b o t t o m  o f  t h e  n e t  a s
soon a s  h e  c a n .  A f t e r  t h a t  h e
should b e g i n  g a t h e r i n g  t h e  w e i -
ghts i n t o  b o t h  arms,  mak ing  s u r e
he i s  n o t  l i f t i n g  p a r t  o f  t h e
ne t  u p .  A f t e r  he  has g a t h e r e d
the b o t t o m  s e c t i o n  o f  t h e  n e t ,
a l l  t h e  f i s h  s h o u l d  be  a t  t h e
o ther  end  o f  t h e  n e t .  H e  c a n
c o l l e c t  t h e  f i s h  a n d  p u t  t hem i n
the CHEW, a  baske t  t i e d  a round
the I í r s - t  f o r  t h e  purpose o f
c a r r y i n g  t h e  f i s h .

>~•+, --4~<
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Libyan s a i d  t h a t  d u r i n g  t h e
Japanese t i m e s  many peop le  were
us ing t h r o w  n e t s .  T h i s  was b e -
cause a t  t h a t  t i m e  t h e r e  was a
government p o l i c y  t h a t  l i m i t e d
the p e o p l e ' s  f i s h i n g  r i g h t s .
The p o l i c y  p e r m i t t e d  c e r t a i n
v i l l a g e s  o n  t h e  i s l a n d  t o  f i s h
u t i l i z i n g ,  however,  o n l y  t h e
p e r m i t t e d  f i s h i n g  g e a r  s p e c i f i -
ed unde r  t h e  p o l i c y .  T h e  n e t
was s o  new t h a t  i t  was n e v e r
mentioned i n  t h e  p o l i c y .  W i t h
the u s e  o f  t h e
n e t ,  p e o p l e
cou ld  c a t c h
a l l  t h e  f i s h
they  wanted,
then d i s t r i b u t e
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some t o  t h e  r e -
s t r i c t e d  v i l l a g e s .

Libyan wen t  o n
to  s a y  t h a t  a t
times d u r i n g  a
spec ia l  o c c a t i o n
he and some
people w o u l d

catch enough f i s h  j u s t  b y  using
throw n e t s .

"Only a  f e w  peop le  a r e  u s i n g
i t  t o d a y,  b u t  a  t h r o N , n e t  w i l l
always b e  my f i s h i n g  g e a r .  I
have owned one s i n c e  I  l e a r n e d
how t o  u s e  i t ,  a n d  I  do  n o t
in tend  t o  s t o p  u s i n g  i t .  I
p lan t o  b u y  some t h r e a d  soon
and s t a r t  making me a  new o n e , "
Mr. L i b y a n  conc luded.



The Sweet "komor Tubers
Compiled b y  Mar tha  T i n a n

In Yap, the  people plant sweet
potatoes. T h e y  plant them in  many
ways. T h e r e  a r e  many k i n d s  o f
sweet p o t a t o e s .  T h e s e  potatoes
may d i f f e r  i n  c o l o r  and  t a s t e .
The c o l o r s  may be  y e l l o w ,  w h i t e ,
v i o l e t ,  o r  r e d .

These p o t a t o e s  a r e  b e l i e v e d
to  have come f r o m  d i f f e r e n t
p laces ,  whe the r  a  p l a c e  i n  Yap
o r  o u t s i d e ,  s u c h  a s  Japan o r
Taiwan. T h e s e  swee t  p o t a t o e s
are commonly p l a n t e d  and ea ten
by t h e  peop le  o f  Yap .  T h e
people a l s o  e a t  t h e  l e a v e s  a s
vegetab les .

There a r e  a  coup le  o f  ways
o f  p r e p a r i n g  a  p l a c e  f o r  s e t
po ta to  ga rden ing ,  e i t h e r  b y
cover ing t h e  g r a s s  w i t h  d i r t  o r
by weeding t h e  a r e a  and  c o v e r -
ing i t  w i t h  d i r t  b e f o r e  p l a n t -
ing.  A  ga rdene r  has t o  d e c i d e
what t o  d o  a b o u t  h e r  ga rden .
When p r e p a r i n g  t h e  p l a c e ,  a l l
smal l  and  b i g  t r e e s  s h o u l d  be
cut down, i n  o r d e r  f o r  t h e
people t o  w o r k  e a s i e r  and  t o
help t h e  v i n e s  o f  t h e  p o t a t o e s
grow and s c a t t e r  f r e e l y  o n  t h e
ground w i t h  enough s u n l i g h t .

Mrs. Ngurun  i s  r e s t i n g  a t  home.
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"Fedoor,  G i t am ,  G a g i l ,  Ta i w a n ,  H i y o k n g o . . .

A ga rden  h a s  t o  b e
" s t r i p e d "  w i t h  a  f e w  d i t c h e s  on
or  a l o n g s i d e  t h e  rows  f o r  water
to  d r a i n  e a s i l y .  B u t  t h e  main
reason f o r  making t h e s e  d i t c h e s
i s  t o  use  t h e  s o i l  f r o m  them t o
cover t h e  t o p  o f  t h e  garden .
Accord ing t o  wha t  Mrs .  Ngurun
sa id  a b o u t  p l a n t i n g  p o t a t o e s ,
"There a r e  many ways o f  p l a n t -
ing a  p o t a t o  v i n e .  O n e  i s  t o
c o i l  i t ,  d i g  a  s m a l l  h o l e  i n
the s o i l ,  s e t  t h e  v i n e  down i n
i t  and  t h e n  cover  i t  w i t h  d i r t .
Another i s  done b y  f o l d i n g  t h e
v ine  i n  t h e  m i d d l e  a n d  l e t t i n g
one e n d  o v e r  t h e  o t h e r  b e f o r e
cover ing  i t  w i t h  d i r t  i n  t h e
h o l e . "  T h o s e  a r e  t h e  w i d e l y
used ways because more p o t a t o e s
are u s u a l l y  produced.

The h o l e  does n o t  t o  be  v e r y
deep, a b o u t  f o u r  i n c h e s .  T h e
hole  h a s  t o  be  dug  i n  and  around,
i n  o t h e r  words i t  h a s  t o  be

sha l low b u t  w i d e .  W h e n  p l a n t i n g ,
the v i n e s ,  y o u  d o n ' t  have  t o
place them deep,  b u t  t h e y  have
to  b e  cove red  w i t h  enough s o i l
to  h e l p  p r e v e n t  them f r o m  b e i n g
e a s i l y  t a k e n  away b y  t h e  w a t e r
when i t  r a i n s  o r  f r o m  b e i n g
e a s i l y  p u l l e d  o u t  b y  somebody
or  an  a n i m a l .

One p e r s o n  may p l a n t  p o t a t o
v ines d i f f e r e n t l y  f r o m  o t h e r s ,
depending o n  how hp b e s t  f i n d
the p l a n t  t o g r o w  more t u b e r s , a n d
how f e r t i l e  t h e  s o i l  may b e .
P l a n t i n g  t h e  same t y p e  o f  p o t -
atoes b u t  u s i n g  d i f f e r e A t  p l a n t -
ing methods,  a  person  may s u p -
r i s i n g l y  f i n d  u p o n  h a r v e s t  t h a t
one method works  b e t t e r  f o r  h i m
than t h e  o t h e r ,  I n  s h o r t ,  t w o
pota to  v i n e s ,  p l a n t e d  b y  t h e
same pe rson  b u t  u s i n g  d i f f e r e n t
methods, a r e  v e r y  l i k e l y  t o  p r o -
duce v a r y i n g  numbers o f  p o t a t o
tubers -  e v e n  under  t h e  %.me
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c o n d i t i o n s .
Potatoes need  t o  b e  t a k e n

care o f  when t h e y  have  grown
about a  span.  A f t e r  t h e  v i n e s
have g rown t o  a b o u t  f o u r  t o
f i v e  f e e t  i n  l e n g t h  and  a r e  b e -
g i nn ing  t o  c r a w l  o n  t h e  s u r f a c e
the t o p s  have t o  b e  t r immed and
stems cove red  w i t h  more s o i l . s o
as t o  e n r i c h  t h e  g r o w t h  and
prov ide  f o r  more r o o t s  o r  t u b e r s
to t a k e  t h e i r  p l a c e s  i n  t h e
s o i l .  T h e y  need t o  b e  cove red
to h e l p  p r e v e n t  r a t s  f r o m  e a t -
ing  them.

The garden needs f u l l  a t t e n -
t i o n  and c l e a n i n g  l i k e  weeding
the g r a s s .  I t  i s  s a i d  t h a t
potatoes and  o t h e r  c r o p s  g row
j u s t  l i k e  human b e i n g .  " I f
they a r e  c leaned  and  w e l l - t a k e n
care o f  t h e y  w i l l  f e e l  happy
and f e e l  f r e e  and  t h e y  w i l l
grow r a p i d l y " ,  s a i d  Mrs .  Ngurun.
"They have t h e i r  own names s u c h  a s

"Fedoor" ,  " G i t a m " .  G a g i l " ,  " Ta -
iwan",  " H i y o k n g o " :  a n d  many
others .  T h e  p e o p l e  b e l e i v e  t h a t
thename " F e d o o r "  came f i r s t  f r o m
Fedocr, a  s m a l l  v i l l a g e  i n  one
o f  t h e  m u n i c i p a l i t y  i n  Yap.
"Gitam" came o r  g rew f i r s t  i n
Gitam, a n o t h e r  s m a l l  v i l l a g e
i n  Yap,  I t ' s  t h e  s a r e  w i t h
" G a g i l " .  I t  mus t  have come
from one o f  t h e  m u n i c i p a l i t i e s
on Yap c a l l e d  G a g i l .  " Ta i w a n "
and "H i yokngo "  a r e  known t o  have
come f r o m  Ta iwan and Japan' : ,
sa id  Mrs .  Ngu run .

Tools  t h a t  are u s u a l l y  used
or  needed f o r  p o t a t o  g a r d e n -
ing  a r e :  k n i v e s ,  d i g g i n g  s t i c k ,
spade, a n d  s y c k l e s .  S y c k l e s  a r e
sometimes u s e d  t o  c u t  t h e  g r a s s
and weed t h e  garden .  T h e s e
too l s  may b e  used  f o r  d i f f e r e n t
purposes. " D o r "  o r  t h e  spade i s
used f i r s t  w h e n  d i g g i n g  d i t c h e s
on o r  a l o n g s i d e  t h e  ga rden .  I t

f e e l  happy  and f e e l  f r e e
and t h e y  w i l l  g r o w  r a p i d l y . "
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i s  a l s o  used  f o r  c u t t i n g  l a y e r s
or  e a r t h  t o  b e  l a i d  a l o n g  t h e
sides o r  edges o f  t h e  ga rden  t o
prevent  t h e  o f  f e r t i l e  d i r t
by b e i n g  washed o v e r  t h e  s i d e s .
And " L i l "  o r  t h e  d i g g i n g  s t i c k
i s  used  t o  d i g  d i r t  t o  be  s p r e a d
over t h e  e n t i r e  ga rden ,  a n d
sometimes h e l p s  s e r v e  t h e  same
purpose a s  t h e  spade d o e s ( c u t -
ing l a y e r s  o f  e a r t h ) .

I t  t a k e s  t h r e e  t o  f o u r  months
f o r  t h e  p o t a t o e s  t o  g row  t o  f u l l
s ize .  A f t e r  s i x  month o r  more ,
they become h a r d  and b i t t e r .
Three t o  f o u r  months a f t e r
p l a n t i n g  i s  a  good t i m e  f o r  h a r -
v e s t i n g .  I t  s h o u l d  be  done b e -
fo re  t h e  r a t s  c e l e b r a t e  o r  have
an enormous f e a s t .  T h e r e ' s  one
k ind  o f  p o t a t o  wh ich  i s  c a l l e d
"Da l ipe  p u l " ,  w h i c h  means t h r e e
months, t h a t ' s  t o  be  h a r v e s t e d
w i t h i n  t h r e e  months.

There a r e  t w o  good l o c a -
t i ons  f o r  p l a n t i n g  p o t a t o e s .
There a r e  t h e  v a l l e y s  a n d  t h e
h i l l s i d e s .  T h e  h i l l s i d e s  a r e
p r e f e r r e d  b y  most  peop le .  W h y ?
Because o f  t h e c l e a r i n g s .  T h e y
are n o t  s h a d y.  T h e  v i n e s  t h a t
are p l a n t e d  t h e r e  p roduce  more
potatoes t h a n  i n  t h e  v a l l e y s . I n
the v a l l e y s ,  some peop le  s a y ,
the v i n e s  p roduce  f e w e r  p o t a t o e s ,
but  t h e y  a r e  v e r y  b i g  i n  s i z e .

A f t e r  b e i n g  h a r v e s t e d ,  t h e
potatoes a r e  t a k e n  home t o  b e
eaten. B e f o r e  e a t i n g  them,  t h e y
must be  c l e a n e d  i n  o r d e r  f o r
people t o  e a t  them w i t h o u t  e a t -
ing d i r t .  A f t e r  t h e y  a r e  c l e a n ,
they a r e  p u t  i n s i d e  t h e  p o t  w i t h
water.  T h e n  t h e  p o t  i s  p u t  o n
the f i r e .  When  t h e y ' r e  cooked ,
the p o t  i s  t a k e n  f r o m  t h e  f i r e
to c o o l  o f f .  B e f o r e  e a t i n g ,
they must  b e  s k i n n e d .  S w e e t
potatoes a r e  v e r y  d e l i c i o u s .
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Turmer ic  o r  RENG may n o t  b e
as g r e a t  i n  v a l u e  a s  t h e  s t o n e
money, b u t  i t  i s  o f t e n t i m e s
very  u s e f u l  t o  t h e  peop le  o n
the i s l a n d s  o f  Yap .  T u r m e r i c  i s
t r a d i t i o n a l l y  c o n s i d e r e d  a
Yapese money i n  t h e  sense t h a t
i t  i s  used  f o r  many customary
and t r a d i t i o n a l  t h i n g s  i n  Yap.
For i n s t a n c e ,  i t  i s  used  f o r
exchanging goods,  d e c o r a t i n g  o r
p a i n t i n g  t h e  body  ( a s  d u r i n g  a
dance pe r fo rmance ) ,  m a r r i a g e
ceremonies, c o l o r i n g  f o o d ,  a n d
i n  p a y i n g  t r i b u t e  t o  t h e  c h i e f s .
Today, however,  o n e  wou ld  p r o -
bab l y  n o t  f i n d  much o f  i t  o n
the i s l a n d  because most  peop le
do n o t  f u l l y  remember how t o
make i t .  M a k i n g  t u r m e r i c  i s
a c t u a l l y  h a r d  wo rk  and r e q u i r e s
a l e n g t h y  p e r i o d  o f  t i m e ,  a s
w e l l .

thwTannork
le locally

I n t e r v i e w  b y  Mike T i l i g
Photos b y  Rober t  Chayam

Trans la ted  b y  Mike T i l i g

Mr. B a t h i n  o f  B inaw,  G a g i l  i s  b u s y
hareresting h i s  own t u r m e r i c  p l a n t s .
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Harvesting t h e
turmeric p l a n t . . .

and c u t t i n g  o f f
the h a i r y  roo ts .
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Turmeric i s  made o u t  o f  t h e
tu rmer i c  p l a n t .  T h i s  p l a n t  i s
ve ry  s m a l l - - a b o u t  t w o  f e e t
..a11- - b u t  t h e  l e a v e s  s m e l l  q u i t e
good. T h e  l e a v e s  a r e  u s u a l l y
worn b y  Yapese boys  and g i r l s
because o f  t h e  n i c e  s m e l l .  T h e
p lan t s  a r e  u s u a l l y  abou t  f o u r
years o l d  b e f o r e  t h e y  a r e  h a r -
vested.  T h e  p a r t  o f  t h e  p l a n t
t h a t  c a n  be used  i s  t h e  t u b e r ,
or  t h e  s e c t i o n  o f  t h e  p l a n t
t h a t  i s  benea th  t h e  g round.
A f t e r  d i g g i n g  o r  p u l l i n g  t h e
whole p l a n t  f r o m  t h e  g round ,
one wou ld  r e a l i z e  t h a t  t h e r e
are t w o  s o r t s  o f  t u b e r s  i n  t h e
ground, h a v i n g  two  d i f f e r e n t
c o l o r s :  o n e  i s  b r i g h t - r e d  and
i s  c a l l e d  TINMA: a n d  t h e  o t h e r
i s  y e l l o w i s h -orange and i s
c a l l e d  FALGARUCH. T h e  F a l g a r u c h
tuber  i s  n o t  f u l l y  matured,  b u t
i s  s t i l l  g r o w i n g .  T h e  Tinma '
t ube r,  o n  t h e  o t h e r  hand,  i s
s tunted and  has  reached t h e
stage o f  f u l l  m a t u r i t y .
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FALGARUCH o r  T I N M A ' ?  T h e  a n s w e r  i s  b o t h  o f  t h e m .

I s  i t  a  s a i l i n g  c a n o e ?  T h e  a n s w e r  i s  " N O " .
The GAYAY i s  f i r m l y  s e t  a s i d e  f o r  p r e c i p i t a -
t i o n  t o  t a k e  p l a c e  w i t h o u t  d i s t u r b a n c e .

27



A f t e r  c o l l e c t i n g  and  s e p a r -
a t i n g  t h e  t w o  D i f f e r e n t  t u b e r s
a l l  t h e  h a i r y  r o o t s  a r e  t h e n  c u t
to e n a b l e  easy  wash ing .  T h e
Tinma' t u b e r s  a r e  t h e n  t h o r o u g h -
l y  washed w i t h  f r e s h  w a t e r  t o
a s c e r t a i n  t h e  remova l  o f  a l l  d i r t
p a r t i c l e s .  A t  t h i s  p o i n t ,  a  t o o l
c a l l e d  IMLAW, o r  g r i n d e r ,  i s  u s e d
to g r i n d  t h e  t u r m e r i c  t u b e r s  i n t o
sma l l ,  f i n e  p a r t i c l e s .  ( T h e  Tm-
law i s  a  k i n d  o f  c o r a l  wh i ch  has
a f l a t  b u t  r o u g h  s u r f a c e  f o r
g r i n d i n g .  I n  t h e  o l d e n  days b e
be fo re  t h e  i n t r o d u c t i o n  o f  mod-
ern t o o l s ,  t h e  Yapese g r e a t l y
depended on  t h e  Lmlaw f o r  g r i n d -
i ng  up  t h i n g s . )  T h e  g round  t u r -
mer ic  i s  c o l l e c t e d  i n  a  wooden
bowl c a l l e d  GAYAY. F r o m  t h e
Gayay, t h e  gi--(717-Ed. t u r m e r i c  i s
p laced i n  a  r e a l  f i n e  f i l t e r
over a  l a r g e r  wooden b o w l ,  t h e
DABIY. E n o u g h  w a t e r  i s  pou red
over t h e  g round  t u r m e r i c  b e f o r e
i t  i s  squeezed s o  t h a t  a l l  t h e
t u r m e r i c  j u i c e  i s  c a r e f u l l y  c o l l -
ec ted .  T h e  f i l t e r i n g  p r o c e s s  i s
c a r e f u l l y  done s o  t h a t  n o  s m a l l
p a r t i c l e s  a r e  i n c l u d e d  i n  t h e
c o l l e c t e d  j u i c e .  A n  u n n o t i c e d
t u r m e r i c  p a r t i c l e  i n c l u d e d  c o u l d
at  t h e  end  o f  t h e  p rocess  cause
e i t h e r  a  s l i g h t  change i n  i t s
des i red  c o l o r ,  o r  make t h e  f i n a l
p roduc t  b r e a k  o r  c r a c k  e a s i l y .

The c o l l e c t e d  j u i c e  has  t o  be
se t  a s i d e  f o r  a  p e r i o d  o f  one
day w i t h o u t  d i s t u r b a n c e  t o  a l l o w
the t u r m e r i c  s o l u t i o n  t o  p r e c i p -
i t a t e .  T h e  p r e c i p i t a t i o n  p e r i o d
cou ld  l a s t  l o n g e r  i f  t h e  s o l u t i o n
i s  somehow d i s t u r b e d .  A t  t h e
end o f  ..he p r e c i p i t a t i o n  p e r i o d
the p r e c i p i t a t e d  s o l i d  f r o m  t h e
suspension i s  d r a i n e d  o f f  b y
o v e r f l o w i n g  t h e  l i q u i d  i n t o
another  c o n t a i n e r  and  r e t a i n i n g
the s o l i d  m a t t e r  ( t u r m e r i c ) .
A f t e r  d r a i n i n g ,  more  w a t e r  i s
added t o  t h e  s t i c k y  t u r m e r i c  and
more s t i r r i n g  i s  a p p l i e d  t o

a l l o w  f o r  a  comple te  t r a n s f e r
to a  s m a l l e r  D a b i y.  M o r e  w a t e r
i s  added and  p r o p e r  s t i r r i n g  i s
r e q u i r e d  a t  t h i s  s t a g e  b e f o r e
s e t t i n g  t h e  D a b i y  a s i d e  a g a i n
f o r  t h e  n e x t  p r e c i p i t a t i o n  t o
occur.  T h i s  who le  p r o c e s s  i s
repeated a  number o f  t i m e s
dur ing  a  p e r i o d  o f  abou t  f o u r
days. T h e  pu rpose  h e r e  i s  t o
a c t u a l l y  p r o v i d e  f o r  a  p u r e
separa t i on  o f  t h e  t u r m e r i c
from o t h e r  subs tances  a n d / o r
the s o l u t i o n .

At  t h e  e n d  o f  t h e  f o u r -day
p r e c i p i t a t i o n  p e r i o d ,  a  l i g h t
ye l l ow  subs tance  c a l l e d  TOEW
should be  s e t t l i n g  down t o  t h e
bottom o f  t h e  D a b i y.  T h e n  t h e
tu rmer i c  s h o u l d  be  s e p a r a t e d
from t h e  Toew substance a n d
t r a n s f e r r e d  t o  a n o t h e r  D a b i y.
A f t e r  t h e  Toew i s  w e l l  s e p a r -
ated f r o m  t h e  t u r m e r i c ,  i t  i s
ready t o  b e  b o i l e d .  T h e  Toew
has t o  b e  h e a t e d  i n  a  b i g  p o t
w i t h  w a t e r .  S o m e  30-45  m i n u t e s
o f  b o i l i n g  t i m e  i s  r e q u i r e d .

C o n t r a r i l y ,  w h i l e  t h e  Toew
i s  " c o o k i n g "  t h e  p u r e  t u r m e r i c
substance i s  scooped-up i n  c o -
conut s h e l l s .  T h e  c o c o n u t
s h e l l s  a r e  used  he re  a s  mo lds
f o r  t h e  t u r m e r i c .  T h e  shape
and s i z e  o f  t h e  t u r m e r i c  d e -
pends o n  t h e  coconu t  s h e l l s .
There a r e  a l s o  wooden molds
tha t  a r e  much b i g g e r  i n  s i z e .

Small h o l e s  a b o u t  t h e  s i z e
o f  t h e  c o c o n u t  molds a r e  d u g
in  t h e  g round .  T h e  c o c o n u t
molds a r e  t h e n  p l a c e d  i n  t h e
holes.  W h e n  t h e  Toew s u b -
stance i s  " c o o k e d "  i t  i s  p o u r -
ed f r o m  t h e  p o t  o n  and a round
the molds  i n  t h e  h o l e s .  T h i s
process t e n d s  t o  ha rden  t h e
tu rmer i c  i n  t h e  molds .  A f t e r
about a n  h o u r  t h e  c o c o n u t
molds s h o u l d  be  p a r t i a l l y  u n -
covered t o  see  i f  a n y  needs t o
be r e f i l l e d  w i t h  more t u r m e r i c .
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The f i l t e r  u s e d  t o
separate t h e  g round
t u r m e r i c  f r o m  t h e  j u i c e .
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The t u r m e r i c  i s
poured i n t o  t h e
coconut mo ld .



The TOEW i s
be ing " cooked"
i n  a  b i g  p o t .

The t u r m e r i c  g e n e r a l l y  s h r i n k s
i n  s i z e  when i t  d r i e s  u p .

The molds a r e  k e p t  i n  t h e
ho les  f o r  abou t  t h i r t y  minutes
to c o o l  o f f .  A f t e r  t h e  end  o f
the m o l d i n g  p r o c e s s ,  t h e  molds
are t h e n  t a k e n  o u t  o f  t h e  h o l e s
and a r e  p l a c e d  i n  baske ts  i n  a
coo l  d r y  p l a c e .  A  p e r i o d  o f
about t w e n t y - f o u r  hou rs  has  t o
elapse b y  b e f o r e  t h e  molds c a n
be t a k e n  f r o m  a round  t h e  t u r -
mer i c .  T a k i n g  o f f  t h e  mo ld
a l lows t h e  t u r m e r i c  t o  d r y  more
q u i c k l y.

At t h e  end  when a l l  t h e  t u r -
mer ic  i s  d r i e d ,  c o c o n u t  h u s k
f i b e r  i s  p r e p a r e d  t o  b e  wrapped
around i t .  A g a i n  t h e  wrapped
tu rmer i c  i s  p l a c e d  i n  a  c o o l
dry p l a c e .

Turmer ic  making r e q u i r e s  a
leng thy  p e r i o d .  O n l y  a  f e w
can make i t  nowadays. W i t h
the t remendous i n c o m i n g  o f
m a t e r i a l  t h i n g s  f r o m  t h e  o u t -
side w o r l d ,  m o s t  o f  t h e  Yapese
people have  become more i n d e -
pendent o f  t u r m e r i c .  I t  a p p a r -
e n t l y  has  l o s t  i t s  t r a d i t i o n a l
value because t h e  p e o p l e  have
go t ten  used  t o  t h e  " b r i g h t
l i g h t s "  o f  t h e  non-M ic rones ian
wor ld .

Mr. B a t h i n ' s  house
i n  B inaw,  G a g i l .
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Making cop ra  i s  o n e  o f  t h e
very  i m p o r t a n t  t a s k s  f o r  many
people i n  t h e  v i l l a g e s  o f  Yap.
Mr. Y i l b u w ,  a  we l l - known  cop ra
maker o f  G a l ' ,  K a n i f a y  M u n i c i -
p a l i t y ,  s a y s ,  " I  t h i n k  making
copra i s  a  v e r y  i m p o r t a n t  y e t  a
hard j o b  f o r  us  Yapese because
we e a r n  money f r o m  making i t .
I t  a l s o  makes o u r  v i l l a g e s  l o o k
n i ce  a n d  c l e a n ,  b u t  i t  i s  v e r y
l a b o r i o u s . "

Most o f  t h e  peop le  know how
to produce c o p r a  t h a t  i s  b e t t e r
i n  q u a l i t y  f o r  ma rke t i ng .  O f
course, t h i s  j o b  i s  n o t  one
tha t  i s  f u l l y  o r i g i n a l  t o  t hem
nor  has i t  been  a  p r a c t i c e d
p a r t  o f  t h e i r  c u l t u r a l  h e r i t a g e ,
but  p r o d u c i n g  c o p r a  f o r  s a l e  has
become one o f  t h e  v e r y  common
jobs f o r  many Yapese- - e s p e c i a l l y
those who r e s i d e  i n  t h e  v i l l a g e s
and own l a n d  p r o p e r t i e s  w h i c h

by F a n i a n  Bamngin

&pro Making:
A Worm« ksk
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. . .  h u s k i n g

. . .  a n d  s p l i t t i n g
the n u t s .
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w i t h i n  a r e  t h i c k  c o c o n u t  g roves .
The g r o w i n g  d e s i r e  f o r  more
p r o d u c t i o n  i s  dependent  upon
the need  t o  e a r n  money. M o r e
v i l l a g e  peop le  a r e  becoming
more and  more a t t r a c t e d  toward
copra p r o d u c t i o n .

However, t h e r e  a r e  some peo -
p le  who d o  n o t  have  many t r e e s
on t h e i r  l a n d  b u t  a r e  i n t e r e s t e d
i n  mak ing cop ra .  T h e s e  peop le
u s u a l l y  a s k  t h e i r  f r i e n d s  and
r e l a t i v e s  f o r  a d d i t i o n a l  c o c o -
nuts  i n  o r d e r  t o  come u p  w i t h
an average  o f  a b o u t  t h r e e
thousand, f i v e  h u n d r e d  ( 3 , 5 0 0 )
coconuts,  i f  t h e y  a r e  t o  be
d r i e d  i n  one o f  t h e  Cey lon - t y p e
copra d r y e r s  w i d e l y  i n  use
today.

Copra p r o d u c t i o n  r e q u i r e s
severa l  l a b o r i o u s  s t e p s  a n d  n o t
too many o f  t h e s e  can  b e  c a r r i e d
out b y  j u s t  one  pe rson .  I t  a c t -
u a l l y  r e q u i r e s  manpower. C o p r a
makers need  t o  a s k  f o r  a s s i s t -
ance f r o m  a  g roup .  F o r  example,
the f i r s t  s t e p  o f  g a t h e r i n g  c o -
conuts c a n  b e  done b y  j u s t  one
man, b u t  i t  w o u l d  t a k e  h i m  one
or  two  weeks t o  come up  w i t h
the r e q u i r e d  number o f  n u t s .  I n
ga the r ing  one  has  t o  b e  s e l e c t -
i ve  w i t h  t h e  n u t s .  N u t s  t h a t
have a l r e a d y  s p r o u t e d  and  a r e
supported b y  f o u r  o r  more p r i -
mary l e a v e s  may n o t  have much
copra when d r i e d .  C o l l e c t i n g
nuts r e q u i r e s  c l e a n i n g  a n d
c l e a r i n g  o f  o t h e r  t r e e s  o n  t h e
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land s o  t h e  n e x t  t i m e  a round  i t
w i l l  b e  e a s i e r  t o  f i n d  t h e  c o c o -
nu t .  W h i l e  g a t h e r i n g  t h e  n u t s
one needs t o  have a  s h a r p  ma-
chete t o  c u t  down v i n e s  a n d
smal l  t r e e s .  M o r e o v e r ,  t h i s
f i r s t  s t e p  i s  q u i t e  t e d i o u s  f o r
one man a l o n e .

The second s t e p  i s  t h a t  o f
husk ing  t h e  c o l l e c t e d  coconuts
and t h i s  o u g h t  t o  b e  done b y  a
group o f  a b l e  men. I t  i s  one
heck o f  a  j o b  h u s k i n g  thousand
o f  n u t s  a l l  b y  y o u r s e l f .  S o ,
when a  c o p r a  maker has  a l l  t h e
coconuts g a t h e r e d  i n  p i l e s  i n
s c a t t e r e d  l o c a t i o n s ,  h e  has  t o
make arrangements w i t h  h i s
"peop le "  t o  h e l p  h i m  husk t h e
n u t s .  O f  cou rse ,  t h e  more men
the e a s i e r ,  a n d  t h e  more e x p e r -
ienced t h e y  a r e  i n  h u s k i n g ,  t h e
f a s t e r  t h e  h u s k i n g  w i l l  b e .  T h e
nu ts  a r e  husked w i t h  husk ing
s t i c k s  made f r o m  mangrove t r e e
stems a n d  r o o t s .  T h e  s t i c k s
are sharpened a t  one  end  and
are s t u c k  i n  t h e  g round  nea r  t h e
p i l e  o f  coconuts  t o  be  husked.
Some s t r o n g  women, however,  a l s o
take p a r t  i n  h u s k i n g .
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The t h i r d  s t e p ,  i n  w h i c h  t h e
husked n u t s  have  t o  b e  t h o r o u g h -
l y  c leaned  a n d  s p l i t ,  s h o u l d  be
done o n  t h e  same day  o f  h u s k i n g
or  soon a f t e r w a r d s .  T h e  husked
nuts e a s i l y  s p o i l ,  i f  t h e y  a r e
l e f t  i n  t h e  s u n  and r a i n  f o r
severa l  d a y s .  B e s i d e s ,  t h e y
prov ide  a  good  f e e d  f o r  l a n d
crabs, h e r m i t  c r a b s ,  c h i c k e n s ,
r a t s  a n d  o t h e r  c r e a t u r e s .  I t
i s  i n  t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  s t e p
where women and  c h i l d r e n  a r e  o f
g rea t  h e l p  s i n c e  t h e y  c a n  r e n d -
er  t h e  manpower needed f o r
c lean ing  t h e  husked n u t s .  I n
c lean ing  each  n u t ,  i t  i s  f i r s t
s p l i t  u p  i n  h a l v e s ,  t h e  f i b e r s
on t h e  s h e l l s  a r e  p e e l e d  o f f ,
and t h e  w a t e r y  w h i t e  ba l l (BUIL)
i n  t h e  i n s i d e  o f  t h e  s p r o u t e d
nuts has  t o  b e  t a k e n  o u t  t o
a l l ow  f a s t e r  d r y i n g .  T h e  c o c o -
nut  s h e l l s  a r e  c l e a n e d  o n  t h e
outs ide  t o  p r e v e n t  p o s s i b l e
f i r e  w h i l e  t h e y  a r e  i n  t h e
d rye r.

The f o u r t h  s t e p  i s  t h e  c a r -
rying o r  t r a n s p o r t i n g  o f  s p l i t
nuts i n t o  t h e  c o p r a  d r y e r  t o
dry.  B a s k e t s  a n d  c o p r a  sacks

A
Ceylon-

type
copra
d rye r.



chopping up
d r i ed  c o p r a .

F i r i n g  i s
eas ie r  t h a n . . .

are used t o  c a r r y  t h e  cracked
nuts. A  p ick -up  t r u c k  o r  two
are v e r y  h e l p f u l  t o  t r a n s p o r t
the baskets and  sacks t o  t h e
dryer.  T h i s ,  a g a i n ,  i s  one o f
the labor ious  s teps  because i t
requires muscles.

Af ter  a l l  t h e  coconuts a r e
carr ied t o  t h e  d r y e r,  t h e  n e x t
step can be manned by j u s t  one
person. T h e  empty coconut
shells f rom previous dry ings
are l a i d  o u t  i n  the  f i r e p l a c e
in t h e  d r y e r  f o r  t h e  dry ing
process t o  t a k e  p lace .  D u r i n g
the dry ing  p e r i o d ,  t h e  f i r s t
couple o f  f i r e s  shou ld  be l i t
in  the  middle  o f  t h e  l i n e d  up
shel ls .  T h e  s h e l l s  a r e  p laced
in  a  c e r t a i n  way i n  t h e  f i r e -
place where one i s  p laced i n
the o t h e r  and l i n e d  up i n  t h e
f i rep lace .  T h e  f i r e p l a c e  i s
about t h e  l e n g t h  o f  t h e  d r y e r .
By s t a r t i n g  t h e  f i r e  i n  t h e
middle, i t  t akes  a  s h o r t e r  t i m e
for  the  f i r e  t o  spread and d i e
down, a n d  provides a  g r e a t e r
heat i n t e n s i t y.  I f  i t  i s  b u r n -
ed i n  t h e  middle ,  however,
there should be two f i r e s  p r e -
pared p e r  d r y i n g  day.  O n  t h e
other hand, i f  i t  i s  s t a r t e d  a t
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one e n d  i t  t a k e s  l o n g e r  f o r  t h e
f i r e  t o  sp read  t h u s  t h e r e
should be  o n l y  one  f i r e  p r e p a r a -
t i o n  p e r  d a y.  W i t h  a n  average
o f  a b o u t  t w o  f i r e s  a  day,  i t
takes f o u r  t o  f i v e  d a y s  f o r  t h e
copra t o  g e t  d r i e d .  F a t e r  d r y -
i ng  depends o n  t h e  d r y e r  i t s e l f ;
the newer  t h e  d r y e r  t h e  l e s s
t ime f o r  d r y i n g .  B u t  i f  t h e
d rye r  i s  o l d  and  t h e  h e a t  l e a k s
through t h e  w a l l s  o r  r o o f s ,  t h e n
i t  w i l l  c e r t a i n l y  t a k e  f i v e  t o
s i x  days  t o  d r y .  O n c e  i n  a
w h i l e  d u r i n g  t h e  d r y i n g  p e r i o d ,
the c o p r a  owner h a s  t o  check  on
the c o p r a  t o  make .sure i t  i s
d r y i n g  p r o p e r l y .

At  t h e  end o f  t h e  d r y i n g  p e r -
i o d ,  t h e  d r i e d - u p  c o c o n u t  meat
o r  c o p r a  i n  t h e  c o c o n u t  s h e l l s
can e a s i l y  be  removed f r o m  t h e
s h e l l s .  T h i s  i s  a n o t h e r  t e d -
ious s t e p  wh i ch  r e q u i r e s  many
h e l p i n g  hands.  Women ,  c h i l d r e n ,
and men t o g e t h e r  c a n  comple te
t h i s  t a s k  i n  two  o r  t h r e e  days .
Th is  s t e p  i n v o l v e s  m a i n l y  t h e
c u t t i n g  up  o f  d r i e d  cop ra  i n t o
s i z e a b l e  p i e c e s  a n d  sack ing  them
i n  bags o r  b a s k e t s .  E a c h  bag

weighs a b o u t  one  hundred  pounds.
When asked why t h e  d r i e d  c o p r a
has t o  b e  chopped u p ,  M r .  Y i l b u w
had t o  s a y,  " I f  y o u  j u s t  p u t
them i n  t h e  sacks  w i t h o u t  c u t t -
ing them u p ,  t h e n  t h a t  w i l l
take more s a c k s .  B e s i d e s ,  t h e
copra has  t o  b e  pounded i n t o
the s a c k .  I t  i s  q u i t e  h a r d  t o
get  a  s a c k  o f  a b o u t  a  hundred
pounds i f  t h e  c o p r a  i s  n o t  com-
pressed. T h e  s a c k  has t o  b e
closed b y  u s i n g  a  s t r i n g  t o
s t i t c h  up  t h e  o p e n i n g . "

The f i n a l  s t e p  b e f o r e  money
i s  o b t a i n e d  i s  t h e  m a r k e t i n g  o f
the cop ra .  T h i s  n e c e s s i t a t e s
the need f o r  some s o r t  o f
t r a n s p o r t a t i o n a l  means t o  t r a n s -
p o r t  t h e  c o p r a  t o  t h e  m a r k e t i n g
p lace.

The Cey lon - t y p e  c o p r a  d r y e r
i s  b u i l t  i n  such  a  way t h a t  i t
cons i s t s  o f  t h r e e  compartments:
a s t o rage  compartment where
the c o c o n u t  s h e l l s  a r e  s t o r e d ;
a f i r e p l a c e  b u i l t  o n  t h e  g round
l e v e l ;  a n d  a  r a i s e d  d r y i n g
place w i t h  t h e  porous  f l o o r
i n s t a l l e d  a b o u t  e i g h t  f e e t
d i r e c t l y  o v e r  t h e  f i r e p l a c e .

A f t e r  a  l o n g  day  o f  h u s k i n g  n u t s ,  M r .  Y i l b u w
takes a  pause f o r  a  chew and some sounds.
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Construction Of The
WM" And The "YE?"

I n t e r v i e w  b y  L o u i s  F a l a n
Story b y  Romeo J o e l

Photos b y  Thomas Marmar
RAWEY, o r  t h e  t r a d i t i o n a l

Yapese comb, i s  b e l i e v e d  t o
have been  i n  use l o n g  b e f o r e  t h e
coming o f  Westerners  t o  M i c r o -
nes ia .

Mr. F a l n g a k  o f  T h a l ,  To m i l ,
r e l a t e s  t h a t  he  b e l i e v e s  t h a t
the Rawey was f i r s t  i n t r o d u c e d
soon a f t e r  men i n h a b i t e d  t h e
i s l a nd s  o f  Yap and  M i c r o n e s i a .

The Rawey i s  shaped l i k e  a n
"X" w i t h  n o  open ing  a t  one  end.
Mr. F a l n g a k  says ,  " T h e  Rawey i s
worn i n  t h e  h a i r  t o  s i g n i f y  o r
name a  pe rson  i n  r a n k . "  W h e n  •
asked wha t  Rawey i s ,  h e  answers
by s a y i n g ,  "Rawey i s  a  k i n d  o f

mangrove t r e e  a n d  t h e  r o o t s  a r e
what we use  t o  make t h e  t r a d i -
t i o n a l  combs. S o ,  we  c a l l  t h e m
Rawey a f t e r  t b e  o r i g i n a l . "

A c t u a l l y,  t h e  Rawey i s  made
out o f  an  o r d i n a r y  r o o t  o f  comm-
on mangrove f o u n d  on  t h e  s h o r e s
o f  Yap.  T h e r e  a r e  t w o  k i n d s  o f
Rawey and t h e y  a r e  l o c a l l y
known as  t h e  " R i c h i b "  a n d  " Ye p " .

How t h e  R i c h i b  i s  c o n s t r u c t e d
i s  q u i t e  c o m p l i c a t e d  and r e q u i r e s
s k i l l  and  p a t i e n c e .  T h e  mak ing
o f  R i c h i b  s t a r t s  when a  man
goes t o  t h e  mangrove swamp t o
cut r o o t s ,  a s  r e l a t e d  b y  Fa lngak .
The s e l e c t e d  r o o t s  a r e  f i r s t  c u t ,
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Mr. F a i n g a k  c a r e f u l l y  assembles t h e  p i e c e s  o f  t h e  "R ICHIB" .

*
t
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then s l i c e d  i n t o  long  t h i n  p i e -
ces. A f t e r  they  have been s l i -
ced, t h e  t e e t h  a r e  t h e n  scraped
and smoothed w i th  sharp blades.
Then t h e y  a r e  f i t t e d  o n e  on
top o f  t h e  o t h e r.  W h e n  comp-
leted t h e y  form t h e  shape o f  an
"X" punctured through t h e  midd-
le w i t h  u s u a l l y  t h r e e  holes  and
held toge ther  w i t h  sma l l  p ieces
of s t i c k  which a r e  pushed
t i g h t l y  through t h e  h o l e s .

A f t e r  t h i s  process i s  done,
the t e e t h  a r e  smoothed f i n e l y
so t h e y  w i l l  n o t  t a n g l e -up o r
cut h a i r s  w h i l e  combing. C o n s
st ructor  Falngak s t a t e s  t h a t
the R i c h i b  i s  u s e d  t a r  s e v e r a l
purposes such as combing t h e
h a i r,  c a t c h i n g  l i c e ,  e t c .  T h e
Yep, o n  t h e  o t h e r  hand, i s  com-
monly seen on people dur ing  b i g
and important  gather ings.  T h e
Yep i s  t o t a l l y  used f o r  body
decoration and statement o f  a
person's power i n  t h e  compl icat -
ed Yapese caste  system. F o r
example, one  could  t e l l  r i g h t
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away i f  a  p a r t i c u l a r  p e r s o n  b e -
longed t o  t h e  Bu lchee ( t h e  h i g h -
est  r a n k i n g  v i l l a g e s )  o r  U l u n
(the 2nd  h i g h e s t  r a n k i n g  v i l l -
ages) b y  t h e  k i n d  o f  comb t h a t
person was w e a r i n g .  S p e a k i n g  i n
h i s  own words ,  M r .  F a l n g a k  s t a -
tes ,  " T h e  c o n s t r u c t i o n  o f  t h e
Yep i s  e x a c t l y  l i k e  t h a t  o f  t h e
R ich ib ,  e x c e p t  f o r  a  v e r y  s m a l l
d i f f e r e n c e .  I n s t e a d  o f  p u n c h u r -
ing  t h e  p i e c e s  w i t h  h o l e s ,  t h e
Yep i s  t i e d  w i t h  a  s t r i n g  o f
h i b i scus  f i b e r s  t o  h o l d  t h e
par t s  a n d  e v e r y t h i n g  t o g e t h e r .
The Yep does  n o t  s t a y  open.  U n -
l i k e  t h e  R i c h i b ,  i t  i s  l i k e  a
Japanese hand - f a n .  T h i s  k i n d  o f
comb c a n n o t  b e  used  f o r  s t r a i g h t -
ening h a i r .

'Women o n l y  use  t h e  R I C H I B
\ f o r  combing t h e i r  h a i r ,  a n d
t o t h e r  purposes d e a l i n g  w i t h
\  t h e i r  h a i r .
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Women o n l y  use t h e  R i c h i b  f o r
combing t h e i r  h a i r ,  a n d  o t h e r
purposes d e a l i n g  w i t h  t h e i r  h a i r .
T r a d i t i o n a l l y ,  w e a r i n g  t h e  comb
s i g n i f i e s  manhood, n o t  woman-
hood. I t  sounds c r a z y,  b u t  y e t
i t  i s  c u l t u r e .  W e  c a n n o t  do
any th ing  a b o u t  i t .  T h e  Rawey
makes t h e  Yapese c u l t u r e  com-
p l e t e .  T h e  Rawey i s  now seen
and s o l d  i n  h a n d i c r a f t  shops .
Rarely  i s  i t  seen i n  p u b l i c .

We have  comple ted  a  j o u r n e y
through t i m e ,  b u t  s t i l l  some
unanswered q u e s t i o n s  a r e  h a u n t -

ing  u s .  M r .  F a l n g a k  adds t o
t h i s  b y  s a y i n g  " Ye s ,  i f  a  p e r -
son nowadays i s  s e e n  w i t h  t h e
Rawey i n  h i s  h a i r ,  p e o p l e  t e n d
to l o o k  down o n  h i m  and s a y,  'He
i s  o f f  h i s  r o c k e r ' . "

Mr. F a l n g a k  conc ludes ,  " T h e
days o f  t h e  u s e  o f  Rawey a r e  w e l l -
gone, b u t  t h e i r  memory s t i l l
l i v e s  o n .  I  w o u l d  r e a l l y  l i k e
the young p e o p l e  t o  keep on p r e -
serving o u r  p a s t  because t h e
past  i s  l o s i n g  t h e  f i g h t  w i t h
the p r e s e n t . "
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One o f  Mank ind ' s  g r e a t e s t  r e -

c r e a t i o n a l  a r t s  i s  danc ing .
There i s  pe rhaps  n o  r a c e  o f
people o n  t h e  s u r f a c e  o f  t h e
ea r t h  who does  n o t  p r a c t i c e
some f o r m  o f  d a n c i n g .  I t  wou ld
be q u i t e  i n t e r e s t i n g  i f  we took
a c l o s e  l o o k  a t  t h e  dances p e r -
formed o n  t h e  i s l a n d s  o f  Yap .

S to ry  b y  Tamdad
I n t e r v i e w  b y  A l b e r t a  Leemed

Photos b y  S tan  G i l w a g

In  Yap  t h e r e  a r e  a c t u a l l y
two ways i n  wh ich  t h e  Yapese do
t h e i r  d i f f e r e n t  dances.  T h e r e
are " s i t t i n g "  and  " s t a n d i n g "
dances, i m p l y i n g  t h a t  t h e
dancers d o  p e r f o r m  dances w h i l e
e i t h e r  s i t t i n g  o r  s t a n d i n g  on
the g round .  A  good example o f
the s t a n d i n g  dance i s  r e p r e s e n t -
ed b y  t h e  bamboo o r  s t i c k  dance
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and o t h e r  fo rms  t h a t  a r e  v e r y
s i m i l a r  t o  t h e  l o v e l y  h u l a
dance o f  Hawa i i .  T h e  s i t t i n g
dances, u n l i k e  t h e  s t a n d i n g  dan-
ces, a r e  per fo rmed w i t h  l e s s
m o b i l i z a t i o n  o n  t h e  p a r t  o f  t h e
dancers i n v o l v e d .

I n  p r a c t i c e ,  t h e r e  i s  a  w ide
v a r i e t y  o f  dances a n d  t h e  p u r -
pose f o r  each depends o n  t h e
dance i t s e l f .  B u t  f o r  one
t h i n g ,  a l l  t h e  dances have  one
t h i n g  i n  common: a  message t o
t r a n s m i t  t o  t h e  aud ience .  S o m e
dances a r e  des igned  t o  e x e r t
i n f l u e n c e  o n  peop le  a n d  some
are pe r fo rmed  j u s t  f o r  amuse-
ment. F o r  example,  some may
make p e o p l e  c r y  o r  make them
f e e l  happy,  some a r e  per fo rmed
to r e m i n d  peop le  o f  someth ing
t h a t  may have happened a  l o n g
t ime ago .

Un l i ke  t h e  modern danc ing
where o p p o s i t e  sexes  boog ie  t o -
ge ther,  t h e  Yapese t e n d  t o  d o
t h e i r s  i n  a l m o s t  e v e r y  way p o s -
s i b l e  w h e t h e r  i n d i v i d u a l l y ,
j u s t  women, j u s t  men, o r  b o t h
sexes i n  t h e  same dance.  I n
o ther  words ,  some dances a r e
p r a c t i c e d  b y  men a l o n e ,  o t h e r s
are done b y  o n l y  women dancers
wh i l e  s t i l l  o t h e r s  a r e  j o i n t l y
performed. F u r t h e r m o r e ,  a  f e w
are s t a g e d  i n d i v i d u a l l y  b y  a
s i ng le  d a n c e r.

I t  m i g h t  seem s u r p r i s i n g  t h a t
men p a r t i c i p a t e  i n  a  l o t  o f  d a n -
ces a l l  b y  themse lves ,  b u t  t h e
f a c t  i s  t h e y  a r e  t r a d i t i o n a l l y
ob l i ged  and  t h e  dances a r e  a s -
signed f o r  t hem,  t o o .

When a  dance i s  pe r f o rmed ,  a l l
the dance rs ,  w h e t h e r  o l d  o r  young,
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are h e a v i l y  d e c o r a t e d  on  t h e
body: f a c e  and  head,  a r m s ,  a n d
legs .  A  dancer  c a n  h a r d l y  be  r e -
cognized w i t h  a l l  t h e  b e a u t i f u l l y
c o l o r f u l  d e c o r a t i o n s .  A  head-
dress made o u t  o f  b i r d  f e a t h e r s
i s  mos t  o f t e n  worn  b y  men. Saw-
t imes,  c o c o n u t  f r i n g e  i s  used  as
a rep lacement  f o r  t h e  f e a t h e r
head-dress.  T h e  young y e l l o w i s h
coconut l e a v e s  a r e  w i d e l y  used
i n  d e c o r a t i n g  t h e  l e g s  a n d  arms
o f  t h e  dancers .  M a n y  t y p e s  o f
ornaments s u c h  a s  e a r r i n g s ,  b e a d s ,
b r a c e l e t s ,  combs,  e t c .  a r e  worn
f o r  a d  rnment .  T h e  body  i s  r u b -
bed w i t h  coconu t  o i l  and  s p r i n k -
led  w i t h  t u r m e r i c  powder.  T h e
face i s  g e n e r a l l y  p a i n t e d  w i t h
a r e d  dye i n  a  manner s i m i l a r  t o
the Amer ican I n d i a n  w a r r i o r s .
The women wear  t h e i r  c o l o r f u l
grass- s k i r t s  w h i l e  t h e  men a r e
dressed up i n  t h e  l i o n - c l o t h - l i k e
thuw.
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The GAPNGEG i s  a  b e a u t i f u l
war-dance pe r fo rmed  b y  t h e  men
and young boys  d e m o n s t r a t i n g  t h e
t a c t i c s ,  w isdom,  b r a v e r y  and
heroism i n  t h e  wars .  T h e  ma le
dancers g r a c e f u l l y  t w i s t  a n d  t u r n
rep resen t i ng  a c t i o n s  o n  t h e
b a t t l e f i e l d .  U n f o r t u n a t e l y ,  t h e
Gapngeg i s  n o  l o n g e r  p r a c t i c e d
today.  N o  one  knows why  f o r
sure, b u t  i t  may be  because t h e
Yapese a r e  n o  l o n g e r  f o u n d  i n
ac t i on  o n  t h e  b a t t l e f i e l d  s o  t h e
Gapngeg f a d e d  away i n  t h e  b e g i n -
n ing  o f  t h e  German A d m i n i s t r a -
t i o n  when t h e y  p u t  a n  end  t o  t h e
wars among t h e  Yapese p e o p l e .

BARUG i s  a n o t h e r  f o r m  o f  s i t -
tinl—a-a7ce per fo rmed  b y  women.
I t  i n v o l v e s  s t e a d y  y e t  g r a c e f u l
movements o f  t h e  arms a n d  body.
I t  i s  p e r f o r m e d  t o  amuse a n d
e n t e r t a i n  p e o p l e .



The GAMAL', o r  bamboo dance
is  a  s ta-ar r i -g  dance o f t e n  p r a c -
t i c e d  t o d a y  b y  b o t h  boys  and
g i r l s  e i t h e r  t o g e t h e r  o r  sepa-
r a t e l y .  I t  i s  adop ted  f r o m  t h e
ou te r  i s l a n d s  i n  Yap D i s t r i c t .
So, t h e  language used  i n  i t  i s
not  f u l l y  unders tood  b y  most
Yapese. B a m b o o  s t i c k s  a r e  used
by t h e  dance rs .  E a c h  s t i c k  i s
measured t o  be  a b o u t  t h r e e  f e e t
i n  l e n g t h  o r  more a n d  abou t  two
to t h r e e  i n c h e s  i n  d i a m e t e r.
The dance i n  i t s e l f  i s  r o u g h
and r e q u i r e s  a  g r e a t e r  amount
o f  p r a c t i c e  t h a n  a n y  o t h e r  dan-
ce. T h e  bamboo s t i c k s  have  t o
be a c c u r a t e l y  h i t  a g a i n s t  each
o ther  w i t h  such  a  f o r c e  t h a t  i f
a dance r  a c c i d e n t a l l y  misses
the r i g h t  t a r g e t ,  o n e  o f  h i s / h e r
dancing p a r t n e r s  c o u l d  g e t  i n -
j u r e d .  S o ,  t h e  dance rs  need t o
be o n  t h e  a l e r t  and  s h o u l d  mast -
e r  endurance and  p rec i seness .
The m idd le -aged  p e o p l e  a r e

seldom seen t a k i n g  p a r t  i n  t h e
Gamelt, f o r  most  o f  them t e n d  t o
lag  beh ind  t h e  more a c t i v e  d a n -
cers .  A l l  t h e  dancers  a r e  p a i r -
ed up  and  a r e  i n  groups o f  f o u r .
Each d a n c e r  has  t o  de fend  h i m -
s e l f  a g a i n s t  h i s  p a r t n e r  b y
us ing t h e  bamboo s t i c k .  W h e n
a Camel '  s t a r t s  one  can  t e l l
the g roups  a p a r t  because t h e
dancers i n  each  g roup  c l a s h
t h e i r  s t i c k s  o n l y  among them-
selves.  T h e n  l a t e r  on  each
p a i r  moves t o g e t h e r  t o w a r d  one
end w h i l e  t h e  o t h e r  p a i r  t a k e s
the o p p o s i t e  d i r e c t i o n .  T h e
same d a n c e r s  s h o u l d  a lways
u n i t e  t i m e  a f t e r  t i m e  d u r i n g  c h e
dance. T h e  Camel '  i s  more l i v e l y
than o t h e r s  because o f  i t s  q u i c k
g r a c e f u l  movements a n d  t h e
ry thymic  sounds a n d  c l a c k  o f  t h e
bamboo s t i c k s  b e i n g  h i t  t o g e t h e r .
I t  i s  perhaps  t h e  most  p o p u l a r
type.
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The Yapese dance  t h a t  i s
unique t o  women i s  t h e  TAYOR,or
TAM'as some p e o p l e  c a l l  i t .
T.-I5Tor i s  p r a c t i c e d  b y  b o t h
young g i r l s  a n d  o l d  women t o
beg o r  r e q u e s t  ( u s u a l l y  f r o m  t h e
Ch ie fs )  a n  o f f e r i n g  such  as
food,  t r a d i t i o n a l  Y lpese  money,
and o t h e r  rccess i t_Les t h a t  t h e
dancers themse lves  may be  r e -
ques t i ng .  T h e  C h i e f s  and  o t h e r
concerned members o f  t h e  s o c i e t y
t h e r e o - e  have t o  p n y  c l o s e
a t t e n t i o n  t o  t h e  dance r e q u e s t s
so t h r y  can  be  g i v e n  t o  t h e
dancers. F o r  example ,  t h e  d a n -
cers c o u l d  a s k  t h e  C h i e f  f o r  a
canoe. A c c o r d i n g  t o  custom,  h e
has t o  f i n d  o n e  f o r  t h e  dance rs .

The TEY i s  a  s i t t i n g  dance
f o r  men7--The hands a n d  body a r e
i n  c o n s t a n t  movement. T h e y  a r e
moved g r a c e f u l l y  up  and  down a n d

from s i d e  t o  s i d e .  T h e  p e r f e c t
Tey i s  when a l l  t h e  dance rs  move
and s i n g  t o g e t h e r  i n  u n i s o n .  T h e
chants u s e d  i n  Te y  c o u l d  be
about h i s t o r y  o r  wars ,  o r  a b o u t
famous p e o p l e .  I n  some p l a c e s
the l anguage  used  i s  somet imes
hard t o  unde rs tand .  T h e  c h a n t
is  mumbled o u t .  P e o p l e  s a y  i t  i s
the l anguage  o f  t h e  s p i r i t s .  I t
i s  s a i d  t h a t  t h e  s p i r i t s  t a u g h t
the men how t o  dance a  l o n g  t i m e
ago. T h e  Te y  c o n s i s t s  o f  numer-
ous d a n c e r s .  S o m e t i m e s  i t  s t r e -
ches o u t  a s  f a r  as  300  y a r d s .  A
person who i s  n o t  used  t o  t h i s
k ind  o f  d a n c i n g  m i g h t  f i n d  i t
burn ing i f  he  does n o t  u n d e r -
stand wha t  t h e  dancers  a r e  s a y -
ing.  I n  some Te y  j u s t  o n e  p e r -
son does t h e  s i n g i n g  most  o f  t h e
t ime. T h i s  p e r s o n  i s  s e l e c t e d
among a l l  a n d  t h e  one  who has
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the b e s t  v o i c e  i s  chosen  s o  t h e
audience c a n  unders tand  what  i s
sa id .  T h i s  k i n d  o f  dance i s
s t i l l  u sed  t o d a y  m o s t l y  d u r i n g
spec ia l  o c c a s i o n s .

The GASLEW i s  pe rhaps  t h e
most berin-11.711 l o v e  dance ,  b u t
very  obscene i n  language and
mot ion.  T h i s  i s  a  s e x  dance
which d i s p l a y s  t h e  a r t  o f  l o v e -
making, t h u s  t h e  words  used  a r e
the w o r s t  i n  t h e  Yapese language.
However, t h e  a c t i o n  p a r t  o f  t h e
dance may seem shock ing  a s  w e l l
as amus ing .  E v e r y t h i n g  abou t  s e x -
ua l  a c t i v i t i e s  i s  i n c l u d e d  i n  the
dance, b u t  some a r e  n o t  s o  bad as
o thers .  T h i s  dance i s  n o t  p e r -
formed t o g e t h e r  b y  men and
women; t h e  men p e r f o r m  t h e i r  own

and s o  do  t h e  women. I t  i s  n o t
a p u b l i c  dance ,  however.  I t  i s
u s u a l l y  pe r fo rmed  a t  an  i s o l a t -
ed p l a c e  where o n l y  t h e  i n t e r
ested a r e  i n v i t e d .

The dance i s  n o r m a l l y  used  t o
c r i t i c i z e  o r  r i d i c u l e  t h e  oppo-
s i t e  s e x  a b o u t  t h e i r  f a i l u r e  i n
the a r t  o f  l o v e .  L o n g  ago ,  t h e
male and  f ema le  dancers  w o u l d
compete t o g e t h e r  a t  n i g h t  and
interested v i e w e r s  wou ld  sneak
i n  t h e  d a r k  t o  l e a r n  what  one
sex c o u l d  s a y  a b o u t  t h e  o t h e r .
Each g roup  w o u l d  be  c h e e r i n g
f o r  t h e i r  dance rs .  U n f o r t u n a t e -
l y ,  t h e  Gaslew i s  n o t  p r a c t i c e d
anymore. I t  c o u l d  be t h a t
everyon i s  a  good  humble C h r i s t -
ian.
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Al"  t h e s e  dances r e q u i r e  a
tremendous amount  o f  t i m e  f o r
p r a c t i c e .  I t  i s  shamefu l  o n
the p a r t  o f  t h e  dancers  and
t h e i r  r e l a t i v e s  i f  t h e  dance
appears t o  f a i l  i n  c o m p e t i t i o n .
A s i n g l e  d a n c e r,  i f  n o t  w e l l -
t r a i n e d ,  c o u l d  cause a  dance t o
co l lapse  w h e t h e r  i t  i s  a  s t a n d -
ing  o r  a  s i t t i n g  one .  T h e r e f o r e ,
a l l  t h e  dancers  a r e  a lways  g i v e n

d i r e c t i o n s  a n d  o r d e r s  b y  t h e  o l d -
er members o f  t h e  s o c i e t y  s o  as
to b r i n g  g r e a t  es teem and r e s p e c t
upon themse lves  a n d  a l l  o t h e r
members who c o n t r i b u t e d  t o  t h e
be t te rmen t  o f  t h e  dance .  I f  t h e
dance pays  o f f  a t  t h e  e n d  o f  t h e
c o m p e t i t i o n ,  t h e n  t h a t  v e r y  w e l l
means t h a t  a  number o f  t h e  p a r t -
i c i p a t i n g  dancers  g r a c e f u l l y
achieved t h e i r  purposes a s  d a n -
cers.
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A boy i n  h i s  e a r l y
teens wears t h e
two co lo red  THUW.
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can b r i n g  c r i t i c i s m  upon h i m s e l f
and h i s  f a m i l y .  I f  i t  i s  t h e
proper  t i m e  f o r  t h e  b o y  t o  wear
Ka fa r,  y e t  h e  does n o t  w e a r  i t ,
people w i l l  t h i n k  o f  h i m  as
someone u n d i s c i p l i n e d  o r  n o t
w e l l - t a u g h t  b y  h i s  p a r e n t s .  T h i s
i s  t h e  s t a t u s  a n d  r e s p e c t  a n d
r e p u t a t i o n  f o r  t h e  f a m i l y  w h i c h
could be  r u i n e d  e a s i l y  i f  one
does n o t  p roceed  a c c o r d i n g  t o
s o c i a l  norms.  O n c e  t h e  b o y  i s
seen b y  t h e  members o f  h i s
f a m i l y  w i t h  t h e  K a f a r  o n ,  h e
cannot s t o p  w e a r i n g  i t .  H e
s h a l l  c o n t i n u e  wea r i ng  i t  d u r -
ing t h e  r e s t  o f  h i s  l i f e ,  a c -
cord ing t o  Yapese cus tom.  S o ,  i f





i t  i s  n o t  t i m e  f o r  a  b o y  t o
wear t h e  K a f a r ,  h e  needs t o  b e
ve ry  c a r e f u l  t h a t  h e  i s  n o t
seen b y  h i s  f a b i l y .  M o s t  boys
change t o  w e a r i n g  K a f a r  d u r i n g
t imes o f  g r e a t  f e a s t s  ( M i t m i t )
when everyone i s  dressel7W7.—
From t h e n  on  t h e y  c o n t i n u a l l y
wear K a f a r .

In  r e a l i t y ,  t h e r e  a r e  t w o
k inds  o f  K a f a r .  W h e n  young men
f o r  t h e  f i r s t  t i m e  wear  K a f a r ,
i t  i s  c a l l e d  "THETHONWEY" w i t h
the G a l '  n o t  b e i n g  c o l o r e d  b u t
whi t ITZThe G a l '  i s  t h e  h i b i s c u s
f i b e r s  u s e d  i n  t h e  K a f a r  wh ich
forms t h e  l o o p  t h a t  hangs down
between t h e  l e g s . )  T h i s  norm-
a l l y  t a k e s  p l a c e  between t h e
ages o f  seventeen and  t w e n t y
w i t h  unmar r i ed  men. T h e  second
k i n d  i s  t h e  r e d  c o l o r e d  K a f a r
n o r m a l l y  worn b y  m a r r i e d  and
o l d e r  men, t h e  " f u l l y  matured"
persons i n  t h e  s o c i e t y .  H e r e ,
the G a l '  i s  d y e d .  O n l y  upon
marr iage i s  t h e  young  man c l a s s -
i f i e d  a s  a n  i m p o r t a n t  e lement
o f  t h e  o l d e r  s o c i e t y .

Ka fa r  can  be  made f r o m  two
k inds  o f  t r e e  b a r k :  t h e  G a l '
o r  h i b i s c u s  a n d  D i n a y,  t h e
banana t r e e .  H o w e v e r ,  G a l '  i s
most w i d e l y  used .

There i s  a  p a r t i c u l a r  k i n d
o f  G a l '  t h a t  i s  b e s t  t o  use .
The s t e m  i s  v e r y  smooth and
l i g h t  i n  c o l o r .  A n y o n e  s h o u l d
be a b l e  t o  t e l l  i t  a p a r t  f r o m
o t h e r  t y p e s  o f  G a l ' .  W h e n  t h e
stems a r e  c u t  t h e  o u t e r  c o v e r -
ing  o f  ( a c h  s t e m  i s  p e e l e d  o f f .
A f t e r  t h i s  t h e y  a r e  t i e d  t o -
ge ther  i n  a  b u n d l e  and  p u t  i n
s a l t  w a t e r .  H e a v y  s tones  a r e
p i l e d  o v e r  t h e  b u n d l e  t o  keep
i t  f r o m  f l o a t i n g  a w a y.  A f t e r
about seven days  t h e  h i b i s c u s
f i b e r s  a r e  washed and p u t  i n
the s u n  t o  d r y .  A t  t h i s  p o i n t
the G a l '  i s  w h i t e r - l o o k i n g ,

l i k e  s t r i p s  o f  t h i n  n a r r o w  w h i t e
c l o t h e s .  T h e  p i e c e s  a r e  k n o t t e d
to make l o n g e r  p i e c e s .  M a n y
pieces a r e  h e l d  t o g e t h e r  a t  one
end w i t h  a  s t r i n g .  T h i s  i s  a l l
t h a t  i s  r e q u i r e d  t o  make t h e
Thethoney, t h e  w h i t e  K a f a r .  T h e
dyed o r  c o l o r e d  K a f a r ,  c a l l e d
"NGELL", i s  a l s o  made i n  t h e
same manner e x c e p t  t h a t  i t  i s
dyed and  d r i e d .

The d y e  used  f o r  c o l o r i n g  t h e
Nge l l  i s  made f r o m  f r u i t .  T h e
purp le  f r u i t  a r e  t a k e n  f r o m
maalnog t r e e .  S e v e r a l  bunches
are g a t h e r e d  i n  a  b a s k e t .  T h e
f r u i t  a r e  p u t  i n  a  b i g  p o t  w i t h
b o i l i n g  w a t e r .  W h e n  t h e  f r u i t
are w e l l - cooked ,  t h e  w a t e r  t u r n s
purp le  i n  c o l o r .  T h e n  t h e  G a l '
i s  p l a c e d  i n  t h e  p o t  i n  t h e
water  f o r  a b o u t  a n  h o u r .  S o m e
gen t le  s t i r r i n g  i s  r e q u i r e d .
Then t h e  G a l '  i s  t a k e n  f r o m  t h e
pot  a n d  d r i e d  i n  t h e  s u n .

A p a r t  o f  t h e  K a f a r  t h a t  i s
no l o n g e r  wo rn  nowadays i s  t h e
OL. 0 1  i s  t h e  o u t e r  c o v e r i n g  o f
Ele b e t e l n u t  f l o w e r p o d .  T h e  0 1
was used  t o  c o v e r  t h e  f r o n t  and
the back  o f  t h e  pe rson .  T o d a y ,
c lo thes  a n d  l a v a - l a v a s  h a v e  b o t h
taken t h e  p l a c e  o f  0 1 .  U n f o r t
una te l y,  t h e  l a v a - l a v a ,  t h e
impor tan t  p a r t  o f  t h e  K a f a r ,  c a n
be worn  o n l y  b y  c e r t a i n  p e o p l e .
The l o w  c a s t e  p e o p l e  a r e  t h e
excep t ion .  A d d i t i o n a l l y ,  when a
man i s  t o  b e  promoted t o  a  r a n k
in  t h e  s o c i e t y  o r  t o  b e  g i v e n  a
spec ia l  f e a s t ,  h e  has  t o  wear
the K a f a r ,  i n c l u d i n g  t h e  l a v a -
lava.  I f  h e  does n o t  have  one ,
some o f  h i s  r e l a t i v e s  s h o u l d
f i n d  h i m  one .  W h e n  a  p e r s o n  i s
to b e  t a t o o e d ,  h e  w i l l  a l s o  wear
the l a v a - l a v a .  L a v a - l a v a s  a r e
o f  d i f f e r e n t  t y p e s ,  s i z e s  a n d
q u a l i t i e s .

The l a v a - l a v a s ,  o r  BAGIY, a r e
not  made b y  t h e  Yapese themse lves .
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They a r e ,  however,  woven b y  t h e
people i n  t h e  O u t e r  I s l a n d s  o f
Yap D i s t r i c t ,  ( s u c h  a s  U l i t h i )
and b r o u g h t  o v e r  t o  t r a d e  w i t h
the c h i e f s .  M a i n l y  t h e  p a r a -
mount c h i e f s  i n  G a g i l  M u n i c i -
p a l i t y  r e c e i v e  t h e  b e s t  l a v a -
lavas a s  a  p a r t  o f  t h e  t r a d i -
t i o n a l  t r i b u t e  p a i d  t o  them
y e a r l y  b y  t h e  p e o p l e  o f  t h e  O u t -
e r  I s l a n d s .

The l a v a - l a v a  i s  i n c o r p o r a t -
ed i n  t h e  K a f a r  as  i t s  o u t e r -
most c o v e r i n g .  W i t h o u t  i t ,  t h e
o u t f i t  i s  n o t  comp le te .  T h e
Kafa r  i s  a c t u a l l y  a n  o u t f i t
where t h e  Thuw a r e  w o r n  f i r s t ,
then t h e  G a l '  comes n e x t  w i t h
the l o o p ,  a n d  t h e n  f i n a l l y  t h e
Bagiy i s  p l a c e d  o v e r  them and
t i e d  i n  f r o n t .  I t  makes t h e
whole K a f a r  f i r m l y  t i g h t .

Wearing K a f a r  f o r  t h e  f i r s t
t ime r e q u i r e s  much p r a c t i c e
l i k e  any  o t h e r  t h i n g .  F i r s t ,
you p u t  one ,  t w o  o r  t h r e e  p i e c e s
o f  Thuw on .  T h e  G i l i l ( t h e  p a r t
o f  t h e  K a f a r  w h i c h  hangs down
between t h e  l e g s )  i s  wo rn  u n d e r
the l a v a - l a v a ,  o n e  end a t  t h e
f r o n t  and  t h e  o t h e r  a t  t h e  b a c k
The l a v a - l a v a  i s  worn  o n  t o p  f
a l l  t o  h o l d  a l l  t h e  p i e c e s  t o -
ge ther.  A  b i g  k n o t  i s  made i n
f r o n t  wh i ch  a c t u a l l y  t i g h t e n s
i t  a l l  u p .  H o w e v e r ,  t h e  l a v a -
lava i s  f o l d e d  i n  t h e  m i d d l e  t o
look  l i k e  a  Thuw. T h e  ave rage
lava- l a v a  i s  a b o u t  a  f o o t  w i d e
and f o u t  f e e t  l o n g  w i t h  unwoven
f r i n g y  edges,  w h i c h  add b e a u t y
to i t .  K a f a r  i s  t h e  Yapese
"Wash ' n '  We a r " .
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DAY//IN
or Eating elargor

In Yap and
I n t e r v i e w

Story  b y
A r t  b y  S e b

In  Yap,  i t  was n e v e r  custom-
a ry  f o r  an  e n t i r e  f a m i l y  t o  s i t
down and  e a t  t h e i r  meals  t o -
g e t h e r.  I n  f a c t ,  y e a r s  ago
t h i s  w o u l d  have n e v e r  happened
because Yapese c u l t u r e  c o n s i s t -
ed o f  a  v e r y  s t r i c t  d i v i s i o n  o f
e a t i n g  c l a s s e s .  T h e  who le  c o n -
cept  o f  e a t i n g  c l a s s e s  i n  Yap
i s  r e f e r r e d  t o  a s  DAWACH, w h i l e
the i n d i v i d u a l  e a t i n g  c l a s s e s
are r e f e r r e d  t o  a s  YOGUM. O n e
Yapese may approach  ano the r  and
ask h i m  what  h i s  YOGUM i s  i f  he
wishes t o  know t h e  o t h e r  man's
e a t i n g  c l a s s .  T h e  r e s t r i c t i o n s
assoc ia ted  w i t h  DAWACH a re  n o t
f o l l o w e d  as c l o s e l y  t o d a y,  b u t
i n  t h i s  p a p e r,  w e  w i l l  d e s c r i b e
how t h e y  f u n c t i o n e d  i n  e a r l i e r
t imes.

In  most  Yapese h i g h  c a s t e
v i l l a g e s ,  t h e r e  a r e  seven d i s -
t i n c t  YuGUM o r  e a t i n g  c l a s s e s .
The names o f  t h e s e  seven c lass. -
es o f t e n  d i f f e r e d  f r o m  v i l l a g e
t o  v i l l a g e .  I n  a d d i t i o n ,  t h e s e
seven c l a s s e s  we re  ranked .  F o r
example, i n  Teb  v i l l a g e ,  To m i l ,
the seven  YOGUM a r e  P ' l u y ,
Dogchul, MathTaeg,  Yangach,  L a n
=ala i . ,  Ta n  e a  l a n  m a l a I ,  a n d
751-Hlr. I n  Te b ,  P l u y .  i s  t h e

by F rank  L i f a n g
Rick  Marksbury
a s t i a n  L .  A n e f a l

h i ghes t  r a n k e d  YOGUM w h i l e
Yothar  i s  t h e  l o w e s t  r a n k e d .
115s7JV-Jr, i n  Lamer v i l l a g e ,  R u l l ,
the seven  YOGUM found  t h e r e  a r e
c a l l e d ,  M u K a l a g ,  Maachaba l ,
Mathiaeg, To r u w,  P a g a e l ,  Duchoay
and Magad l i1177  I n  Lamer,  Mun-
t h i n ,  was  t h e  h i g h e s t  rank .a—
YOGUM w i t h  M a g a d l i l i y  b e i n g  t h e
ISWJí t .  I f  one  were t o  compare
the YOGUM o f  t h e s e  t w o  v i l l a g e s ,
he wou ld  f i n d  t h a t  Mun th inK  was
the same r a n k  as  P i l u y ;  Maacha-
ba l  t h e  same a s  Dogchu l ;  Duchoay
the same a s  Ta n  e a - l a n  m a l a l  and
so o n .  E v e n  though  t h e  names o f
YOGUM d i f f e r e d  f r o m  v i l l a g e ,
Y1).-ge knew t h a t  P i l u y  w a s  t h e
same r a n k  a s  Munth ing  o r  G a r k u f .
I t  was necessa ry  t o  know t h i s  i n
case one Yapese wen t  t o  a n o t h e r
v i l l a g e  t o  e a t .

Not a l l  v i l l a g e s  i n  Yap h a d
DAWACH. F o r  example,  some l o w
caste v i l l a g e s  d i d  n o t  p a r t i c i -
pate i n  r a n k e d  e a t i n g  c l a s s e s .
Some l o w  c a s t e  v i l l a g e s  h a d  sewn
YOGUM w h i l e  o t h e r s  h a d  f e w e r  o r
none a t  a l l .  However,  e v e n  i n  t h e
low c a s t e  v i l l a g e s  w i t h o u t
DAWACH, members o f  a  f a m i l y  s t i l l
d i d  n o t  e a t  t o g e t h e r ,  n o r  d i d  t h e
very  o l d  e a t  w i t h  t h e  young .
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Why i s  t h e r e  DAWACH i n  Yap?
No one  c a n  be s u r e ,  b u t  i t  p r o -
bab l y  g rew o u t  o f  t h e  b e l i e f
t h a t  men and women s h o u l d  n o t
eat t o g e t h e r  n o r  s h o u l d  o l d  peo -
p le  e a t  w i t h  young peop le .  I n
Yap, men a r e  v i ewed  as  b e i n g
tabgu l  o r  ' p u r e '  w h i l e  women a r e
considered  : a y  o r  ' c o n t a m i n a t -
e d ' .  I n  a d d i t i o n ,  o l d  peop le  a r e
thought  o f  a s  t a b g u l  and  young
people a s  t a ' a y .  Yapese  b e l i e v e d
t h a t  t h o s e  who were  t a b g u l
should  n o t  e a t  w i t h  t h o s e  who
were t a l a .  O u t  o f  t h i s ,  g r e w
the c o m p l i c a t e d  sys tem o f  DAWACH
and a s  t h e y  g rew o l d e r  and
became more t a b g u l  t h e y  c o n t i n u -
ed t o  move u p  i n  t h e  ranked
YOGUM. L e t ' s  s e e  how e a t i n g
71-117.es worked i n  a  v i l l a g e .

A l l  men i n  a  v i l l a g e  were
members o f  a  YOGUM. A  young man
u s u a l l y  began p a r t i c i p a t i n g  i n
DAWACH when he  was a b o u t  10 -14
y e a r s  o f  age.  S u c h  young men
would be long  t o  t h e  l o w e s t  r a n k -
ed YOGUM i n  t h e i r  v i l l a g e .  T h i s
d i d  n o t  mean t h a t  a l l  young men
i n  t h e  v i l l a g e  h a d  t o  e a t  a p a r t
f rom e v e r y o n e , e l s e ,  however.  F o r
young men, t h e r e  were  o n l y  c e r -
t a i n  t i m e s  o f  t h e  y e a r  when t h e y
would e a t  w i t h  o t h e r  members o f
t h e i r  YOGUM. D u r i n g  t h e  r e s t  o f
the y e a r ,  t h e y  c o u l d  e a t  w i t h
t h e i r  o t h e r  b r o t h e r s  and  s i s t e r s
and mothers .  W h e n  a  young man
became a  member o f  a  YOGUM, i t
was l o o k e d  a t  a s  p a r t - 7 1 - í -
s tep i n  h i s  becoming a  man. H e
cou ld  b e g i n  t o  p a r t i c i p a t e  i n
v i l l a g e  a f f a i r s  s u c h  as  b e i n g
i n v o l v e d  i n  a  v i l l a g e  c e l e b r a -
t i o n  o r  m i t m i t .

The HiF."1-51-a v i l l a g e  were
u s u a l l y  t h e  ones who dec ided
when t o  l e t  a  new member i n t o
the v i l l a g e ' s  DAWACH, o r  when
t o  a l l o w  one man t o  move up
i n t o  a  h i g h e r  YOGUM. I n  v i l l -
ages w i t h  seven YOGUM, t h e

lower f o u r  were  u s u a l l y  c o n s i -
dered t a ' a y  when compared t o
the u p p e r  t h r e e  wh i ch  were
tabgu l . I n  t h e s e  l o w e r  f o u r

, t h e  f o o d  t h a t  was c o l l -
e t e d  f o r  t h e  members c o u l d  be
gathered b y  young women, a n d
the members o f  t hese  YOGUM
could a l s o  e a t  w i t h  women and
smal l  c h i l d r e n .  T h i s  was n o t
t rue  f o r  t h e  t h r e e  h i g h e s t
YOGUM.

When a  man became a  member
o f  t h e  t o p  t h r e e  YOGUM i n  h i s
v i l l a g e ,  o n l y  c e r t a i n  p e o p l e
could g a t h e r  and  c o l l e c t  h i s
food. T h e r e  was much more
ceremony i n v o l v e d  when a  man
became a  member o f  one  o f  t h e
h ighes t  YOGUM. O n l y  a n  even
number o f  men, s u c h  a s  2 ,  4 ,  6 ,
8 a n d  so  o n  were a l l o w e d  t o
en te r  t h e s e  t o p  t h r e e  e a t i n g
classes a t  a  t i m e .  T o  a l l o w
an odd number o f  men j o i n
liJould b r i n g  bad  l u c k .  T o
become a  member o f  t h e s e  h i g h
ea t ing  c l a s s e s  a  man w o u l d
have t o  p r e s e n t  a  p i e c e  o f  y a r
or ' s h e l l  money'  t o  t h e  o v e r -
seer o f  t h e  DAWACH f o r  t h e
v i l l a g e .  T h i s  y a r  wou ld  be  f o r
a l l  o f  t h e  members o f  t h e  e a t -
ing c l a s s  t h a t  t h e  man was
j o i n i n g .  W h e n  t h e s e  ceremonies
occured, t h e y  t o o k  p l a c e  a t
e i t h e r  a  men's  house o r  a n
I n d i v i d u a l ' s  house s u c h  a s  t h e
c h i e f ' s  house .  T h e  f o o d  t h a t
was s e r v e d  u s u a l l y  c o n s i s t e d
on ly  o f  bananas,  c o c o p u t  meat
and d r i n k i n g  coconu ts .  T h e s e
were s e r v e d  on  a  r o r o w,  t h e
' l a r g e  f l a t  s t o n e s '  w h e r e  f o o d
was s e r v e d .  D u r i n g  t h e s e  c e r e -
monies, a l l  o f  t h e  men i n  a
v i l l a g e  who were members o f  t h e
top t h r e e  e a t i n g  c l a s s e s  w o u l d
gather  t o  p a r t i c i p a t e ,  b u t  t h e y
would e a t  i n  sepa ra te  g r o u p s .

As we have  a l r e a d y  s t a t e d ,
there a r e  numerous r e s t r i c t i o n s
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surrounding DAWACH.
Members o f  t h e  h i g h e r

ranked ea t ing  c lasses
ate food  t h a t  was c o l -

lected from s p e c i f i c
- - p l o t s  o f  l a n d  and cook- \ Z , .
--ed i n  separate po ts .  A  min,

therefore,  would never e a t
the same food  as h i s  w i f e  n o r
would he e a t  f o o d  out  o f  t h e  same pot

\ t h a t  she had cooked h e r  food.  I n  a d d i t i o n ,
a man would never  ask f o r  food  o r  b e t e l n u t

from another man who belonged t o  a  h igher  e a t -
ing c lass .  H o w e v e r,  members o f
eating c lasses cou ld  g i v e  f o o d
to men o f  a  lower  ea t ing  c l a s s .
Not every  man i n  a  v i l l a g e  cou ld

k become a  member o f  t h e  h i g h e r
eating c lasses i n  h i s  v i l l a g e .  I C

become a  member o f  a  v e r y  h i g h
, ranked YOGUM, a  man had t o  own a
,taro patch t h a t  a l lowed him t o
jo in  i t .  F o r  examp e  b e f o r e  a

\ m a n  c o u l d  j o i n  t h e
YOGUM o f  Mun th ing ,

\EZ—Eíd t o  own a  t a r o
patch t h a t  was c o n -

s idered  Munth ing .
Not a l l  men owned

the necessary  t a r u
• p a t c h e s  t o  b e l o n g  t o

the h i g h
er  e a t i n
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c lasses ,  e s p e c i a l l y  t h e  h i g h e s t
e a t i n g  c l a s s  i n  t h e  v i l l a g e .
This was even  more t r u e  y e a r s
ago when more p e o p l e  l i v e d  on
Yap.

When a  man became a  member o f
the h i g h  ranked  e a t i n g  c l a s s e s ,
he c o u l d  d e s i g n a t e  c e r t a i n  t r e e s
to b e  f o r  h i s  u s e  o n l y .  F o r
example, i f  t h e  f a t h e r  o f  a
household was o f  t h e  Ga rku f
YOGUM, h e  c o u l d  p o i n t  t o  a
coconut t r e e ,  banana  t r e e ,  p a -
paya t r e e  o r  wha teve r  and  i n -
form t h e  o t h e r  members o f  h i s
f a m i l y  t h a t  t h e  t r e e  was o n l y
f o r  h i s  u s e  a n d  no  one  e l s e
could  t a k e  f r o m  i t .  T h i s  was
necessary t o  d o  s i n c e  t h e
f a t h e r  c o u l d  n o t  e a t  f r u i t s  o r
d r i n k  coconu ts  f r o m  t h e  same
t rees  a s  t h e  r e s t  o f  h i s  f a m i l y .
In  some v i l l a g e s ,  t h e r e  were
YOGUM f o r  o n l y  p r i e s t s  and  h i g h
c h i e f s .  T h e  e a t i n g  r e s t r i c t -
ions s u r r o u n d i n g  t h e s e  men were
even more seve re .  T h e r e  were
o n l y  a  v e r y  f e w  peop le  who
cou ld  c o l l e c t  and  cook  f o o d  f o r
such men.

Women d i d  n o t  p a r t i c i p a t e  i n
DAWACH b u t  i t  d i d  a f f e c t  t h e i r
l i ves  a s  w e l l  a s  t h e i r  s t a t u s .
A woman who was m a r r i e d  t o  a
member o f  a  h i g h  r a n k e d  YOGUM
would be  h i g h e r  i n  s t a t u s  t h a n
a woman who was m a r r i e d  t o  a
member o f  a  l o w  ranked  YOGUM.
Two s i s t e r s  who were  sepa ra ted
i n  age  b y  many y e a r s  were  n o t
supposed t o  e a t  t o g e t h e r  i n
p u b l i c .  T h e  women, who g a t h e r -
ed t h e  f o o d  f o r  t h e  men, h a d  t o
know t h e  r a n k s  o f  t h e  p l o t s  o f
lAnd. I t  sometimes was neces -
sary  f o r  a  woman t o  g o  t o  t h r e e
d i f f e r e n t  t a r o  pa t ches  i n  o r d e r
to  g e t  f o o d  f o r  h e r  f a m i l y .
From one t a r o  p a t c h ,  s h e  had  t o
c o l l e c t  f o o d  f o r  h e r  husband,
from a n o t h e r  she  g o t  f o o d  f o r
h e r s e l f  and  s m a l l  c h i l d r e n  and

from a n o t h e r  she  m i g h t  g e t
food f o r  h e r  o l d e s t  s o n .  T h i s
was n o t  o n l y  t r u e  f o r  t a r o
patches,  b u t  f o r  a l l  f o o d  t h a t
was c o l l e c t e d .

Today, DAWACH i s  n o t  f o l l o w -
ed as  s t r i c t l y  a s  i t  was a  f e w
years a g o .  Y o u n g  men se ldom
p a r t i c i p a t e  i n  e a t i n g  c l a s s e s .
Today, a  man c a n  j o i n  a n  e a t i n g
c lass when h e  d e s i r e s ,  e v e n  i f
he i s  s i x t y  y e a r s  o l d .  E v e n
though o l d e r  Yapese men a r e
o f ten  members  o f  e a t i n g  c l a s s e s ,
they do  n o t  adhere  t o  t h e  d a i l y
r e g u l a t i o n s  s u r r o u n d i n g  DAWACH.
DAWACH i s  u s u a l l y  o n l y  5 5 " M l í d
WEIFg. s p e c i f i c  ce remon ies  o r
c e l e b r a t i o n s  i n  Yap t o d a y.  A n
o l d  Yapese man m i g h t  e a t  t h e
same f o o d  a s  t h e  o t h e r  members o f
h i s  f a m i l y ,  b u t  d u r i n g  a  c e l e b r a -
t i o n  h e  w i l l  e a t  t h e  f o o d  co l lect -
ed f o r  t h e  members o f  h i s  YOGUM.
However, t h e r e  a r e  some o l d  men
who c o n t i n u e  t o  e a t  o n l y  t a r o
t h a t  was g rown  i n  t a r o  pa t ches  o f
t h e i r  YOGUM r a n k .  T h e r e  i s  n o
doubt t h a t  DAWACH was a n  i n t e g r a l
p a r t  o f  Yapese s o c i e t y  and  c u l -
tu re  i n v o l v i n g  men, women and
c h i l d r e n .
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TEACHERS/ADVISORS' NOTE

The p r o j e c t  o f  p u t t i n g  t o g e t h e r  t h e  f i r s t  i s s u e  o f  KAKROM took

two l o n g  q u a r t e r s ,  e a c h  c o n s i s t i n g  o f  n i n e  weeks. T h e  accumu la t i on

o f  i n f o r m a t i o n  and d a t a  a lone  c o u l d  have been v e r y  t r y i n g  i ndeed .

Had i t  n o t  been f o r  t h e  en thus iasm and encouragement d i s p l a y e d  by  t h e

s tudents  o f  b o t h  p r o j e c t  s c h o o l s ,  t h e  p r o j e c t  c o u l d  n o t  have been as

complete and  s u c c e s s f u l .  O f t e n  t i m e s  t h e  s t u d e n t s  g o t  i n t o  t h e  h a b i t

o f  w o r k i n g  l a t e  i n t o  t h e  even ings  a n d  i t  was n o t  uncommon f o r  them t o

be seen  wo rk i ng  o n  t h e  weekends, t o o .

The t a s k  o f  b e i n g  a  t e a c h e r / a d v i s o r  i n  t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  p r o j e c t

e n t a i l e d  s e v e r a l  p rob lems.  I t  was d i s c o v e r e d  t h a t  i n  many i n s t a n c e s

we had  t o  l e a r n  t o g e t h e r  w i t h  o u r  s t u d e n t s .  M r .  S a b e s t i a n  A n e f a l ,  who

co- a d v i s e d  t h e  p r o j e c t  w i t h  me, w i l l  ag ree  t h a t  we b o t h  l a c k  a  g r e a t

deal  i n  t h e  e x p e r i e n c e  depar tment  a s  f a r  as  p u t t i n g  t o g e t h e r  a  maga-

zine o f  t h i s  magnitude i s  concerned, and  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  t h i s  was o u r

f i r s t  e x p o s u r e  t o  t h i s  t y p e  o f  p r o j e c t  added t o  t h e  prob lem,

The p rocess  o f  accumu la t i ng  i n f o r m a t i o n  f o r  t h i s  f i r s t  i s s u e  o f

KAKROM was gea red  p r i m a r i l y  t o w a r d  community a s p e c t s  o f  t r a d i t i o n a l

s k i l l s .  D e p e n d i n g  l a r g e l y  on  i n t e r v i e w s ,  t h e  s t u d e n t s  v i s i t e d  e l d e r s

i n  t h e  communi t ies  t o  accumulate t h e i r  i n f o r m a t i o n .  T h e  c o o p e r a t i o n

rece i ved  f r o m  members o f  t h e  community was t remendous and  t h e  deg ree

o f  w i l l i n g n e s s  showed i s  se ldom equa led ,  i n  s p i t e  o f  t h e  f a c t  t h a t

o f t e n  t i m e s  t h e r e  e x i s t e d  a  b a r r i e r  between s t u d e n t s  and  e l d e r s  r e -

gard ing  t h e  method o f  i n t e r v i e w i n g  and  t h e  m a t e r i a l s  i n v o l v e d .  A l -

though i t  was n a t u r a l  f o r  a l l  t o  show some degree  o f  f r u s t r a t i o n ,

everyone t r i e d  d e l i g e n t l y  t o  e n s u r e  t h e  s u c c e s s f u l  c o m p l e t i o n  o f  t h i s

ve ry  f i r s t  i s s u e  o f  KAKROM.
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