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KorQr，　capital 　ofthe 　Repub］ic　ofPalau ，　was 　formcrly　administrative 　cen ！re　ofJapanese 　Micronesia伽 η ンo 　Gun ’o ）in　the　30　years　before

W6rldWar 　Two ．　Opinlons　about 　th¢ town　offered　by　contemporary 　observers 　ranged 　from　ones 　ofadmiratiQn 　fbf　its　medemity 　te　describing

itas　merely 　a　low　status 　outpost ．　This　paper
．
draws　a　distinction　between　the　p］dnned　administralion 跚 d　govemmen1 　housing　precincl　in　Wes 置

Koror　and 　the　infbmal　development　ofE 麒 Koror，　as　well 　as　tha！between　the　main ］and 　Japanese　governing　e］ite，　the　Okinawan 　migrants

and 吐he　indigenous　Palauan　r巳 sidents．　It　suggests 　thaI　Koror’s　urb跏 morphology 　in　Golonial　times 　renec 重cd　its　t巳mpQrary 　status 　as 　a 　staging

post　on　the　path　tewards 　southern 　advancemen ヒ（nansh ゴη）、　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　 ，

Keyivordst　Coloniai　towns，　Japanese《Micronesia，　Nan 　hlo，　Palau，　urban 　morphology ．

　　　 植 民都市、日本統治下 ミ ク．ロ ネ シ ア、南洋．パ ラオ、都 市 構 造

1．lNTRODUCTlON

　　 ．’んθ 伽 1伽 9S，鯉 励 ’加 伽 た，’ook 　modern 　andhandSO 〃 〜e，卿 厂 伊

　　p 厂iate’o 　the　cal ガ’a ’（ゾthe　Japanese　South　Seas（Umesao，1944：405）．

Contemporary 　accounts 　about 　Koror，　capital　ofthe 　Japanls　empire 　i旧 he

South　Seas　inIho　first　halfofthe　tWentieth　century ，　e耳press．sロrprise　at　thc

exlstence 　ofamod じm 　town 　in　suGh 　a　remote 　loca電b 眄．　Tadao　Umesao（1944）
and 　the 　American 　journalist　Willard　Price（1936），　f（）r　example ，　describe　il

as 　being　wel1 −designed　and 　equipped ．　Loca巳ed 　in　lhe　smallPalau 　island　group，
Koror　was 　adminis 童rative 　centre 　of 　Japanese　Micronesia　from　l922　to　1945

（八竹 πンoGunto ）（Figure　1）．　This　western 　Pacific　region 　was 　f〈）rmerly 　con −

tro旺ed 　by　Germany 　but　mandated 　tQ　Japan　by　the 　League　ofNa1ions 　after

WorldWar 　One．　Koror’s　urban 　popu］ation　had　lncreased　from　l．426　in　I　920

to　14，218by　the　end 　of1he 　1930s（亅apanese 　Popu 且ation　Census　I920；Nan
’
yo

Cho」941a）、　This　was 　nearly 　as 【arge　as　lhal　ofGarapan ，　the 〔｝the厂major

urban 　centre　in　Japanese　Micronesia（see　Part監：Ono ，　Lea　and 　Ando 　2002 ）．

　　LiIヒle　now 　is］eft　ofthe 　Japanese　era 　with 　its　avenues ，　administration 　build・

ings　and 　govemment 　housing　areas，　all　of 　which 　symbolised 　mod じm 　dev¢ 10p−

ment 　inthetropics．　Thirteen　thousand 　Japanese　residents　were 　repathated　at　w 証 s
　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　，
end 　and 　much 　ofthe 　town 　bulldoz巳d　by　theAmerican 　victors 　h　an　attempt 　to

remove 　aH　traoじs　Q伺 he ¢ n じmy   cupa ヒion．　Twe　scho ］ars　in　partioularhav已 100ked

at　colonial 　Koror　in　some 　detaiL　Ehrlich「s （1984）history　ofthe 　town　covers 　lhe

early 　fbreign　conLact 　period　until 　the　Japan¢ se 已 r礼 しhQugh　does　not　considcr 監he

circumstances 　ofJapanese 　residents　whe 　made 　up　93　per　cent　ofthe　townFs　popu−

1ation　by　l939（Nanlyo　Cho　l941a）．Additiona肺y，　am 勾orwork 　by　Peattiじ （1988）

based　on 山eGontemporary 　litoratur¢．　examin ¢ s　the　wholeofJapanese 　Micron¢ sia

including山 e　life　and　times　ofcolonial 　Koror．　But　information　on　the　bui］tenvi −

renment 　and 　how　it　accomOdated 　differen宣population　groups　has　been　hmited、

　　This　paper　f［〕cuses　on　the　u巾an　morphology 　ofKoror ，卜ow 　i1　evolved 　and

蹠 ti。nedasabuiltenvironmen 重andhow

residcnts 　exp 巳 ri己 no じd　living　in　tho　town．

Itwas　thus　n 巳cessaryto 　speak 　bodh　t〔｝Japa：

nese 　informants　now 　］iving　in　Okinawag

aswell　as　is］ander　residentS　in　Pa］au．lThe

Okinawans 　were 　lhe　largest　migrant

group，　comprising 　53　per　cent 　of 　the亅apa −

nese 　pQpulation　ofPalau 　in　1939（Nan
’
yo

Cho　1941a）．　They　were 　described　as 　an

幽
underclassl　inthe　Japan¢ se じommunity 　by

Peattie（1988：221），　and ］ittle　is　known

about 　theirexperience 　ofurban 　life．
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2. SOC]ALAND  ECONOMIC  FEATURES  OF  KOROR

Unlike the Northenn Marianas, the Palau islands were  1ittle infiuenced by co-

lonialism prior to the nineteenth  century. The centra] vi]1age ofKoror  was  the

mostestablishedamongthefewpermanentsettIementsenKororisland,Sorne

features ofmodernisation  were  introduced during the short  German  colonial

period from t899 to 1914, when  a government  statien was  estab]ished  in

Mada]aj at the western  end  ofKoror  island, together with  a  new  stone  pier and

dlrt foetpath across  the is]and. But even  sa, the physica] impact was  minor  as

the nurnber  of German  administrators  was  small. The German  contribution  to

modern  deve]opment was  chiefly  fe[t en  Angaur  island where  a phosphate

mine  was  estab]ished  in 1909(Ylamamoto 1917; Ehrtich 1984).

2-1 Establishing Koror

TheJapanesemadeuseofwhattheGermansleftbehindandbegantheirownexten-

sive  transformation  ofKorer  in 1922 when  the town  became  the administrative

centreofAlan>vGunto.BecauseitwasmandatedandnotacolonialterTitory,extra

care was  necessary  not to undu]y  disturb the existing Palauan yil]age ofe]d  Keror,

Thus the adminismative  faci]ities were  built on  the westem  side oftown  where most

of  the impertant etcments, such  as the government bui]dings, socia] chib, city park,

hospita1 and  post oMce  were  positioned a]eng  the rnain street. An economic  boom

startinginthemid-]930sswallowedupmostoftheorigina]vi]1ageandapleasure

districtemergedcLosetotheshoreonthe]owerside.Shepplngsnipsalsodeve:oped

eastward  along  the rnain  street  and  as  a  resu[t  old  Koror became almost  invisibie. tn

the town  centre  simp]e  wooden  bui]dings were  replaccd  by permanent rnodern  de-

partmentstoresandeences.Mangotreesandpalmsp]anteda]ongthemainstreet

providedshadeandcausewaysconneetedKoror,Ma]akalandArakabesangislands.

2-2 The  Narrow  LoeaO Economy

UnliketheNorthernMarianas,Palaudependedongovernmentservlcesanddidnot

possess anything  equiva]ent  in size or prosperity tD the sugar  industry (Figure 2).

OnlythephosphateminingonAngaur(andlateronPelHiew)wasatal]compaTab]e

andatthebeglnningofthe1930sproducedon]yonetenthoftheexportsbyva]ueof

those from the sugar  fieids of  Saipan (Nan'yo Cho  1937). Other ecenomic  activities

arollnd  Koror ineLuded some  trading and  a  banito fishery. In the late 1930s, servic-

ing the pearl-shell fishery based in southem  waters  brought the town an  economic

boom  but this industry was  far from stable  and  declined within  a  year or  twe

(Maruyama I940). The loca] econemy  was  sustained however by the develepment

inPa]auefanava]base(Figure3).In]920theJapanesepopulationofKorortown

(including those ]iviRg on  Malakat and  Arakabesang islands) was  only  454  but by

the end  Qf the 1930s had grewn lo 13.000 Japanese residents  (Table 1).!

2-3TimeKororUrbanCommunity

ThecharacteroftheJapanesecommunltyinKororreflectedthebroadercolonia]

functionsofPalauwhichwasabaseforover40percentefNanbebG"ntogovern-

ment  emp]oyees.i  It is estimated  that on  Koror island as a whote  buFeaucrats and

their families made-up  one  third efthe  Japanese population in the mid-  1930s and

theif presence was  much  more  pronouneed than in any  other Micronesian towns.4

Although the ratio ef  Okinawans in the Japanese popu]ation of  Pa]au was  not  as

deminant as  it was  in the Northern Marianas where  they  comprised  over  70 per

cent,  they were  more  concentrated  in the urban  area.  The Pa]auans retained  a  pres-

ence  in the town  throughout the Japanese period but by the end  of1930s  they  com-

prised less than seven  per cent ofthe  town's  pepulation (Table 1).
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3. URBAN  MORPHOLOGY  OF  KOROR

    ... around  Nbnhro Cho  is a  modern  aven"e  tined with  impressive

    buildings... but if one  goesjurther into  the suburbs,  or  steps  into

    the side  streets  [of Koror], there  is cottfitsion  andpoverty  suggest-

    ing we  have strayed  into  a  Chinatown, T7ie shops  are  small  and

    dirty... (Umesao 1944: 407).

This description highlights some  ofthe  contrasts  in KoroT. First. is the one

between  the western  <mDst]y government area)  and  eastern  parts (mostly
commercial  area)  (Figure 4). In the westenn  part (called West Koror in this

paper) which  was  not  eecupied  by  Paiauans, the  newly  mandated  goyem-

ment  provided modem  streets and  faci]ities. In the east, on  the site of  the o]d

Koror vi1lage  {called East Koror in this paper), there was  no  attempt  to relo-

cate  the Palauan population nor  make  changes  to the original  land owner-

ship. Developments herc/ were  ofthe  informal kindwith Japanese migrants

building on  leased land, creating  a  sprawling,  high density urban  area.7 Sec-

ondly,  there  was  a  centrEst  between  the main  street  and  the area  behind it in

EastKororwhereonlythemainstreetwaswidened,straightenedandpaved.`

Government  tree planting was  absent  and  continuous  store frents of  smaller

shops  forrned the streetscape  for the main  street.  Behind  it was  the densely

bui]t-up o]d  Koror vil1age.'

   Many  features ofKoror  can  best be understood  when  compared  with

Garapan. the  other  major  urban  centre  in Japanese Micronesia. The  town  of

Garapan had a  re]ative]y  homogeneous  urban  structure  because the Spanish

administration  had complelely  removed  and  relocated  the indigenous popu-
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lation. Succeeding colonial  governments. including that ofJapan,  were  ab]e

to impose  an  orderly  grid pattern. Additionally, Garapan, as  the commercial

hub  of  Micronesia, was  a  place where  developments were  usually  under-

taken on  an  individual basis. resulting  in a mere  fragmenteg land use  pat-

tern.3-1

 The  Land  Use  Pattern of  Koror

A  new  land use  map  ofKorer  was  compi]ed  from earlier  publ ished sources

and  information provided by former residents. ]t {ndicates that urban  ]and

use  can  be categorised  into at ]east seven  distinctive zones  (Figure 5). Three

key components  already  noted  by the authors  in relation to Garapan which

characteriseJapanesecolonialtownsinthePacificarealsovisib]ehere(Ono,

Lea  and  Ando  2002). They  are/ a modern  precinct containing  government

and  company  housing; a  Japancse commercial  centre  comprising  hundreds

ofshops,  beth ]arge and  smal];  and  a p]easure district serving  the needs  of

Ntin beo Cho othcia]s  and  the pear] djving crews.

The Government Precinct fHousingArea (A: Figure 5)

Govennment facilities were  concentrated  along  the palm-]ined main  avenue  in

west Koror, creating  a  modern  appehrance  bofitting the regional  cap{tal {Figllre
6). High ranking  orncia]s  lived in quiet enclosure  here at  Ytihigaoka (sunset
hM), behind the IVbnYo Cho headquarters, and  those in the middle  ranks  in

Asahigaoka (sunrise hi11) behind the new  Pa]au Branch government bui]dings.

Housing was  a:so provided here for some  ofthe  established  companies,  such  as

Nan'yo Boeki (NBK), Few  islanders lived in this part ofthe  town except  for

those left untouched  in the smai1  indigen6us vil1age  at Ngermeched. Japanese
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residents  here were  the goveming  elite mest}y  from the mainland.

The  Main  Commercial  Street (Bl: Figure 5)

The  commercial  strip developed a]ong  the main  street.  Most  established

bvsinesses such  as NBK,  a modern  two-storey concrete  department store,

and  the  Nakajima  store  were  ]ocated on  lhe West Korer side, closer  to the

gevernment  precinct (Figure 7). In East 
'Koror

 strips of  sma]ler  shops  con-

tinued, along  with  sorne  abai  (Paluuan men's  house) buildings and  thatched

houses. Families here ]ived most]y  at the back of  the shops.

The  Pleasure District (B2: Figure 5)

By 1939, four inns, 13 o,otei (restaurants, mostly  brothels), and  40 other

cafeibars  and  eating  places were  concentrated  in the busy pleasure district

ef  East Koror (Figure 8), Imports ofbeer  to Palau, one  of  the mest  expen-

sive  drinks at this time, were  almost  two-and-a-halftimes greater than  those

to Saipan. In additien,  the number  of  geisha women  working  in Palau was

three times  that found in Saipan, indicating customers  were  able  to affbrd

more  on  entertainment  in Koror (Nan'yo Cho 1941a).

Other Urban  Areas (C1,C2 and  C3: Figure 5}

Many smatl  houses and  some  shops  stood  along  Honganji Temple  street

(C]). In the 1940s suburban  Koror (C2) included some  indigenous settle-

ments,  Japanese smal]  holdings and  several  pub]ic bujidings, ]ike high

schools.  Kliupei Tlrisha Nltnbeo Jinja, one  ofthe  few  high rankiflg  shinto

shrines  outside  of  mainland  Japan,S was  a]so  bui]t here in 1940 and  the cer-

emonial  access  road  extended  (Umesao 1944). Koror's tidy appearance  was

in part due to the  fact that its most  intrusive industries and  insta]lations

were  not  located in the town  but occupied  sites on  the neighbouring  smal]

islands ofMalaka]  (C3) and  Arakabesang  (C4). The fishery on  Malakal sup-

ported an  urban community  of3,600  Japanese (Nan'yo Cho 1941a), many

of  whom  were  Okinawans.  The  chief  naval  base was  established  on

Arakabesangandalseservicedaseaplanefaci]ity.

Figure7MainStreet,WestKororiilthe193ds,(soutce-Kesuge1ggo)

Figure S East Koror  in the1930s, {source/ Kesuge Jgge)
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4. LIVING  JN KOROR

The  experience  ofIMng  in co]onial  Koror can  be distinguished aceording

to three rnain  groups in urban  society  at the height ofJapanese  settlement  in

the 1940s. These were:  thc: ru1ing  Japanese mainland  e]ite; the migrant  ma-

jorityfromOkinawa;ands]mallnumbersofprogressivelyurbanisedPalauans.
4-1 Mainland Japanese: the  r"ling  elite

LifewaseasierformestofficialsinKororlhantheywereusedteathome.They

worked  fiom cight to noon,  spent  long afternoons  at the social  club  indulging at

go,mdiong,billiards,tahtc/tennisandarchery.1lennisandbasebal1wereplayed

at  the sports  greund in Matknai and  later at the Asahi baseba]: field. After darIL

many  spent  evenings  at o,otei in the p]easure disnict where  they were  covered

by monthly  credit arrangements.  It was  said every  business in Koror except  the

post office  ivas  willing  to ai]ow  credit as  an  alternative  to savings  (Nonaka
1934),indicatingtheimportanceofthepublicsectorintheurbaneconomyof

the capital, Most  wives  stayed  at home  looking after their children  and  did net

needtogoshopping,asgroc2riesweredelivereddai]ytothedcorbytheNakajima

store  <persona] commnication,  Okinawa,  February 2001). The  government

houses were  general]y simple  woeden  buildings with  two  rooms,  kitchen,

bathroon andahiroen  (verandah) (Figures9 and  10), The  fioor was  raised  to

give better ventilation, Inside the house were  tatami mats"  and  there was  ]inle

funniture except  a ]ew  table and  some  rattan chairs which  seem  to have been

popu[ar aniong  oMcials  in IVlan beo Gunto for the use  on  their verandahs  (Figure
] 1). The islanders' children  when  seen  in the area  except  for those  from the

smallvillageofNgermeched,weremostlyrenshusei{traineesalsocalledboi}

assignedbytheschooltovtorkforaspecificJapanesehouseholdonthepremise

that they  wouid  learn the jlapanese language and  customs.

   However, as  novelist  Tatsuzo Ishikawa noted,  by Japanese standards  al1

the government heuses were  small,  
']ike

 shacks', and  
'the

 city had the strange

atmosphereofatemporar}'place'(Ishikawal943/64).'"The]ateTlerueKosuge,

a  former NBK  employee,  described the town  as 
'a
 rustic outpost' (personal com-

munication,  Tbkyo, Novernber 1998). Upon  arTiving  in Koror from Tbkyo, YQji

Kuraq who  worked  for Alanbeo C7To, thought it was  a  tidy but 'petty  town,'  For

him Koror was  rnerely  a  
'transient

 stop'  at the developing ftont{er of  the South

Seas (personal communication,  Palau, December  2000).

4-2 The Okinawans: a 
'working

 ctass

Okinawans  in Koror may  have occupied  the lowest rung  of  the work  force

and  had a basic life stylc: but, unlike  the conditions  at  home,  none  ofthem

had problems finding food and  money  was  always available  (personai eom-

municatiens,  Okinawa, February 2001). Because many  ef  them  were  dis-

persed on  Malakal and  in East Koror, the Okinawan quarter in Koror was

not  as  distinctive a  p]ace as  found in Garapan.

   In East Keror, on  the ]owersidc ofthe  pleasure district near  the water,

there was  a community  ofinshore  fishermen ftom Kunigami  en  Okinawa

ls]and. The  men  caught  the fish and  the women  sold  them  in town. In the

small  businesses the  Okinawan  families, includjng chi]dren,  worked  very

hard, Ybshi Yhmashiro, for example,  worked  afer  finishing sixth  grade in

primary school  in a  fami]y vegetable  shop  in the  mornings,  a  shaved  ice

par]or during the rest  ofthe  day, and  at a restaurant  at  night,  al1 ofthem  ran

ftom their house. Shintoku Taira, whose  father was  a sawyer,  helped his
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mother  after school  te grow  vegetab]es  and  raise pigs. In spite of  this, he

successfu]ly  passed the'entrance examination  for Palau Boys' High School

and  became  a  high schoo]  teacher ln the post war  years. Because he lived in

suburbanKororwheretherewere]essJapanesehealwaysp]ayedwithPaluan

children. However,  in the town  centre  interaction with  the  Pa]auan children

(who Were separately  schoo]ed  at the kogakko) was  ]imited {personal com-

municatiens,  Okinawa, February 2001).

    Because most  Okinawans  were  not  engaged  ln farming, the range  ef

jobs they  occupied  in Koror was  wider  when  compared  to the situation  in

the  Northern Marianas. At  the  high end  were  the successfu1  fishermen who

owned  many  boats, as  wel1  as  the inn and  restaurant  owners,  and  govern-

ment  orncia]s,  Shigeko Sakugiwa, who  was  born in Korer in 1932, and

whose  parents eame  from Motobu  on  Okinawa Island, ran  thc FojiyaInn.

The family business went  sb  well  that they  also  invested in a taxi compahy

in Koror, benito boats at  Arakabesang, a  ceramics  factory in Babe]daob,

and  pwned several  rental  houses. The fami]y of  seven  lived at  the  back  of

the inn and  had a  Japanese maid.  The  children  were  ab]e  to enioy  mjlk  and

oven  fresh bread bought in their neighbourhood  every  morning  {persona]
communication,  Okinawa February 20e1).

4-3 The  Palauans

   ftom  kogbkko to the paiau branch government building, the heuses 
'

   stoodso  close  together  that we  coutd  }vatk  under  their roojk  with-

   out  an  umbretla  (personat eommunication  ofa  Palauan resident

   born in 1929, December  20eO).

Interestingly, near]y  every  Pa]auan spoken  to in December  2000 reminisced

in a similar  way  about  how  one  coutd  wa]k  a]ong  the  main  street  without

using  an  umbre]la.  However, when  asked  to cbnfirm  this, none  ofthe  fomier

Japanese residents  had simitar  recollections.  It does seem  to be an  exag-

gerationgjudging from historic photog;aphs ofKerer,  altheugh  there  were

some  roofed  sections  of  storefronts  on  the main  stregt.'i

   Roles played by the Palauans in town were  minor  and  unskit]eq  1ike work-

ing in the ]ocal police force (theJ'unkoi), and  low level jobs in companies  and  at

stores. The  pay was  lower for the islander work  force. There were  alse  some

Palauan faini]ies, particularly in East Keror, who  ieased land to the Japanese.

However, altheugh near]y  ene  thousand Palauans lived in East Koror, many

Japanese residents  hardly noticed  they 1ived close by. Others were  engaged  in

small  scale  taro and  bread ftuit subsistance  farming in thc  suburbs.  Pa]auan

chiLdren  who  worked  as a  boi (boy) were  paid smal]  amounts  when  they reached

the age  often  (third year in kogakko). But being a boi-san was  not  a  pleasant

experience  for all ofthem  (personal communications,  Palau, December  2000).

   For the mainldnd  Japanese, the town  of  Koror was  impressive]y modern

and  tidy for sych  a remote  eutpest  
and,

 
more

 
importantly,

 
was

 
a[so

 
able

 
to
 
stir

theromanticismandfrontierspiritofsouthernadyancement(nanshin}inmany,

fiom intelleetuals to the young.]2 For most  Okinawans  the town  symbolised  a

modern  place where  they were  free te pursve new  economic  opportunities.  But

the Palauans, although  able  to majntain  a physical presence in the tewn, were

not really a true part ef  it. Their urban  cxperience  was  rather superficial and

fragnented.Afiermuchofthetewnwasphysicallydestroyedon]yimagesofa

thriving place seem  to have remained  to become the subject  of  stories,

Figure 9 IVanYo  cro Medical  Doetor's Family  at  TheirGovernment
IIousc in Palau in the 1930s. csource' privste Cellection)

Figure IO Hiroen  (verftndah) of  Figure 11 InterioroftheSameHouse.
theSameHouse.(seurce,privstecoi.  (SouTce/PriveteCelleetion)
tcction)5.CONCLVSION

The  findings of  this study  suggest  that  Koror's urban  morphology  was

characterised  by severa:  key featules/

    First,aredistinctivecomponentsthata]socharacterisetheJapanesecoloniat

townsoftheNemhemMarianas.Theseare/thepresenceofanexclus[veprecjnct

symbo]isingmodemityandadvancementcontaininggovemmentbui]dingsand

hous[ng; 
a
 
commercial

 area eomprising  
numerous

 shops  that provided F wide
rangeofurbanservicestocaterforthedailyneedsot'Japaneseresidents;anda

p]easure district which  pl ayed  a  crucial  role  in Japanese social  and  economic  Iife.

  Second, in Koror, these three components  were  settled in different ways  from

each  other  determined by the existing indigenous village ofold  Koror. The  gov-

ernment  precinct was  planned and  constructed  at a separate  location from old

Koror vil]age and  occupied  almost  exclusivelY  by the Japanese elite. The com-

mercial  area was  built in o]d Keror vi11age and  was  raciatly mixed.  The  Japa-

nese  greatly outnumbered  the local population in this area.The  pleasure district

emerged  in am uninhabited  location behind the commercial  area. Few Palauans

]ived in the p]easure district and  it was  mainly  occupied  by'Japanese whose

socia]  and  economic  status  varied  from fishermen to wea]thy  inn owners.

   Third, although  Keror shared  the basic characteristics  of  other  Japa-

nese  colonial  towns  iA the pacific, one  particutar physical feature stood  out,

This was  due to the effects  ofa  smaL]  and  narrow  is]and resulting  in an
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extreme ］y　linear　urban 　structure ．Atidy 　and 　attractive 　appearance 　for　the

capitat 　ofJapan
’
s　South　Seas　was 　eff ヒctively 　created 　with 　modernised 　fa一

cades 　for　the 　public　buildings，　numerous 　shops 　beautified　by　avenues 　of

trees　p［anted 　along 　the　sing ］e　main 　access 　road 　from　the　port　in　Madalai　at

the　western 　end 　to−the　town　centre．　Furthermore，ハ匂π ンo ノ’毎o　was 　built　in

the　l940s　on　the　eas亘ern　outskirts，　granting　a　symbolic 　and 　ceremonial 　mcan 一

ing　to　the　main 　street 　whilst 　strengthening 　Koror’s　linear　nature ．

陥 α’ex ’∫’s ゴn 海 5 ’ow η ’50 ゆ cheapne ∬ ，1’舵 ’hefee”η9 げbasue

［on 山 e　margin1 〔吻 co ’on’a〃e 厂厂 ”ory，　decaden’、　and 　oddly 　os’en・

tatious（Nakajima 　19421　248）

As 　novelistAlsushi 　Nakajima （1942）13inmi 重ively　pointed　out，　Koror
’
s　urban

structure 　was 　as　shallow 　a腸d　IaGking　in　substance 　as 　its　economy ，　Several

strong 　contrasts 　existed 　withinthe 　town ，　such 　as　those　between　the　formal

development　in　West　Koror　and 　infbrmal　developments　in　East　Koror，　and

betw巳en　the　main 　stree童and 　dcnsely　settled　areas　behind　it　in　Eas重Koror．　The

immediate　change 　between　modemity 　seen 　on　the　street　frontage　and 　the　vig一

orous 　confUsien 　behind　formed　a　set　of 　cemplex 　images　confronting 　visitors

and 　residents 　alike，　depending　on 　what 電hey　wlshed 　to　see　and 　what 　their

mles 　might 　be．　Koror　performed　as　a　thea電rical　setting　in　which 　varieus 　resi一

dent　groups　participa重ed　i眄 the　consoiidation 　ofJapanese 　plans　fbr　the　south 一

ern 　advancement　ofthe 　empire ．　A ］though　it　may 　not 　have　contained 　the　grand

buildings　ofEuropean 　eolonialism ，　the　town　fu］filled　itS　primary　fUnction　as

astaging 　post恥 m 　where 旬ヒure 　rnoves 　to　the　south 　could 　take　place、　When

the　show 　was 　over 　and 　the　billboard　v∈neer 　remeved 　by　the　Arnericans　at

war
’
s　cnd，　litt］ewas 　left　behind　besides　memories ．　Today，　Koror　is　remem ・

bered　in　ways 　closelyreflecting 　the　differences　in　the　urban 　experiences 　of

those 　who 　lived　there　and 　what 　it　meant 　to　each 　ef 　them ，
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ENDNOTES

lTheallthors　met 　severa ］　ft〕  er 　residenls 　ofKoror 　in　Palaロ and 　Okinawa 　in　2000 −
2001，and 　attended 　meetings 　of 電he　Nan　

’
yo　Gun’o　Kikansha．kai〔association 　of 　repa −

lriates　from 　Japanese 　Micronesia ）．　As 　nurnbers 　ofpossib ］e 　informanls 　wi 吐h　personal
experience 　ofco ］onia 【Koror　grows 　less　by　the　year，1lwas 　particulady　important　to
check 　some 　oflhe 　written 　accounts 　wi 出 those 　who 　s1ill　rememberwhal 　i重 was 　like　to

be　a　part　of 　Nan　
’
yo．

2The　lota］Japanese　popu 匪atiDn 　oflhe 　Palau　group 　in　l940　was 　23，767 ，　while 　the

Islander　popula電ion　was 　some6 ，587 （Nan
’
yo 　Cho　194 且b）．The 　Palauan 　popula 重ion

was 　mostly 　concentrated　o 日 Babeldaob　island．
3Calcula重ed 　by　the　numbe 【 of

幽
officia 】s   d　free］ancers ’孟n　I939，in電he　Nan　

’
yo　C加

statistics （Nanlye　Cho 】941a）．
4Estima ヒed 　by　dis国 cヒpopulationsrecorded　in　theJapanese　Population　Census 　of 　l935．
5japanesc　na 宣ionalswere　no 吐allowed 　to　own 　land　in　Japanese　Micronesia．
60neAbaibui ］dingwasre［oca重ed 　to　atlewstraightening 　of［hemain　slreeヒ．　However，
Ehrlioh （1984）no 重ed 　that　the　Japanese　respecled 　traditionat　vi1 ［age 　spaces 　even 　d閥r・
ing　the　most 　intensive　p ¢ riod 　 ofurba “isalion．
7 丁hese　are　confirmed　in　the　US 　Navy　aetial　phelography　of　March　1944，Collection
ofUSNationa 亅Archive，　Maryland ，　USA ．　The 　photographswere　foundwith　the　assis 一
竃ance 　o 『Jordan　Sand，　Georgetewn　University．
8Korea ，　Taivvan　and 　Sakhalin　had　one 　each ．
9Use 　oftatami 皿ats 　in丿＞an ンo 　Gunto　was 　timited　in　general．Mats 　spread 　o 皿wooden

noor　seem 　to　have　been　morc 　Gommon ，　par電iculariy　ou 宦side 　Koror（personal　commu −
nications ，　Okinawa ，　February 　to　March 　2001 ）．
10The　constmction 　cos ！s　inハ

「an ’yo 　Gunto　were 　said 置o　havebeen　lhree　ljmes　lhat　in
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　　　　　「
mainland 　Japan（Nonaka　19．34）．
日 The 　sameexpressien 　is重bund 　in　lhe 　stories 　ofelderly　Ponapean 　man 　about　pre

−
World　War　Two　Kolonia（P1）hnpei），　rVhealso 　exaggerated 　a　two −storey 　high　movie
theater　as 　being

’
feur−sloreys ’（Kosuge 〔eds ）1978 ：lI7）、

’
Walking 　without 　umbre ］ta

’
may 　be　a 　Widespread 　urban 　inyth 　in　Micronesia　about 　the　grea電extent 　Gfurbanisation

in　lhe　Japanese巳ra．　Ihs 　alsD 　ass 凵 med ！haロ hピ my 亀h
「
was 　cr ¢ ated 　in　response 　to ［he

d¢ vaslating 　conditions 　found　in　semeMicron 巳sian 　town 　centres 　in　thepost 　waryears ．
12For 　discussion　of 吐he　Jap．anese 　sout 」em 　advancemen 電（nanshin ），　see 　Yane（1979）、
13Nakajimastayed　in　KoK トr　whi ］e　working 　on 　assignment 　forNan’yo　Cho ヒo 　write

Japanese　text　books　for　islander　children、
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和 文概 要

　 日本統 治 下 ミ ク ロ ネ シ ア （旧南 洋 群島）の 首都で ある パ ラオ・コ ロ ー

ル は、1930年代後 半に真珠採貝業や軍備等 による 経済 的ブー
ム に よっ

て 大量 の 日本 人 が流 入 し、1940年代初 め に はサ イパ ンの ガ ラ パ ン と並

ぶ 規模 （ユ万 5千 人 弱） の都 市 とな っ た。こ の論文 は、文献、統計資

料、写 真、地 図、現 地 調 査及 び聞 き 取 りに基 づ き、戦 前 の コ 囗
一

ル の

都市構造 及び都 市 居住の 特質 を明 らか に した も ので ある。
　植 民都市と して の コ ロ

ー
ル は．北マ リア ナ諸島の 諸都市 と同様、計

画 的に つ く られ た 官舎 （社宅）街、日本 人 の 日常 生活 を支 え る商店 街，
多数の 料亭がひ しめ き合う歓楽街の 3 つ の 主要素か ら構成さ れて い た。
これ らの 要素 は各々 異な る社会 ・経済的特 質を備 え、また 既存の 集 落

との 空間的対応関係も異なっ て い た。さ らに、コ ロ ール独 自の 特質は，
狭小な島 とい う立地条件に よ り非常に リニ アな 形 状の都市が 形 成され

たこ とで ある。そ の 結果、並木 のある メ イ ンス トリ
ート沿い に 南洋庁

等の 近 代建築 が立 ち 並ぶ 官舎街 の 西 コ ロ ール と商店街で あ る 東コ ロ ー

ル、東コ a 一ル に お ける メイ ンス トリ
ー

ト沿 いの 商業的都市景観 と背

後 の 自然発 生 的 な密 集市街地 とい う二 つ の 強 い 対比 的構 図が 居住者 ・

訪問 者 に強い 印象を与え る こ と とな っ た。しか し、舞台装置の ように

簡 便 につ くられ た 都 市 景 観は 日本人 の 南洋の 夢 の 終焉 と とも に 簡単 に

取 り壊 され、居住者 に は各 自の 都 市経験 に基づ く断 片的な イメ
ー

ジだ

けが残 され たの であ る。
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