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 BOOK REVIEWS 539

 xxviii, 320 pp., illus., maps, tables, bibliogr.

 Honolulu: Umv. of Hawaii Press, 1988. $32.00

 In assembling this history the author utdises an 'Is-

 lander-oriented' approach to the documentary

 record-derived from the work ofJ.W. Davidson-

 and a Sahlins-inspired use of 'oral traditions that, in

 speaking of the island's early periods, convey many

 of the key values that have helped to shape Pohnpei-

 ans' involvement with their land and the larger

 world' (p. xvii).
 The structure of chapter 1 follows local traditions

 and divides the past into a 'Period ofbuilding' (begin-
 ning with first settlement), whlch subsequently was
 transformed by new inmiigrants into the 'Period of

 the Saudeleurs' (marked by coercive political central-

 isation) that, in turn, gave way to the 'Period of the

 Nahnmwarkis' (a restructured order of competing

 chlefdoms). The remainder of the book details the

 responses of these chiefdoms to contact with

 Europeans and Americans.

 Chapter 2 addresses the occasional and irregular

 visits of early explorers (1595-1828) and the estab-
 lishment of an infamous beachcombers' community

 (1830-1840). Chapters 3 and 4 deal with the more
 intensive contact that began with the arrival oftraders

 and whalers in the 1840s and 1850s and the Amencan
 Protestant missionaries in 1852. The missionanes'
 efforts at conversion and 'civlising' are viewed from
 the perspective of chiefly political manoeuvnng in

 chapter 5. In 1886 Pohnpei was formally incor-

 porated into the Spanish colonial empire, which both

 shlfted action from the early contact centres of the
 east and south to the northern districts of the island,
 and increased the numbers of historical actors and

 the webs of interaction (chs 6 and 7). Through it all,
 the author concludes, the Pohnpeians and their cul-

 ture have 'survived and persevered' (ch. 8).

 This is first-rate history, concisely and clearly wnt-

 ten, which succeeds in its main objective: in
 demonstrating that Pohnpeians were indeed pnmary

 actors in their history rather than passive victims. This

 reviewer can only fault some ofthe author's handling
 of oral traditions. Although he states his intention as

 one to identify core themes and structure, he also
 cites oral accounts as historical fact. J.R. Swanton

 and Peter Buck might have agreed with this, but
 neither Lowie nor Malinowski would have. B.S.

 Cohn has offered sound advice in this regard: 'great
 caution is obviously necessary as [oral] history reflects

 as much about present social and political structure
 as it does about the past and is constantly being
 changed to account for changing situations' (Inter-
 national Encyclopedia of the Social Sciences 6:444).

 WILLIAM H. ALKIRE

 University of Victoria, Canada

 MASCIE-TAYLOR, C.G.N. & AJ. BOYCE. Human
 matingpatterns (Soc. Stud. hum. Biol. Symp. 28)
 x, 237 pp., iUus., tables, bibhogr. Cambndge.
 Univ. Press, 1988. C25.00

 This book is an excellent sampler of current ap-

 proaches to the study of the evolutionary

 consequences of the way people choose their mates.

 To a lesser extent it probes the causes for the observed

 patterns of mate choice, providing an evolutionary,

 economic or ideological argument according to the

 author's persuasion. I hope very much that it will be

 read by social as well as biological anthropologists,

 for it demonstrates in a positive and invigorating way

 the extent to which this is a subject integrated if not
 at inception then by revelation to several of the

 collaborators here. It also clearly demonstrates, to
 those who affect stlfl to doubt it, what a powerful

 tool the reductionist approach is.

 The editors have gathered together a wide range

 of authors across the fields of evolutionary biology,

 human biology, medical genetics, biological, social

 and historical anthropology, and they have organised

 the material into four sections: historical and demo-

 graphic studies; mate choice and assortative mating;
 medical and biological aspects of inbreeding; and so-

 cial, cultural and religious factors. Of these sections,
 only the thlrd lacks a natural coherence, with the

 two excellent papers on animal mating patterns (A.F.
 Read and P.H. Harvey) and mate choice in non-

 human primates (D. Quiatt) not quite meshing with

 P. Harper and D.F. Roberts's authoritative reflection

 on mating patterns and genetic disease and Bittles

 and Makov's elegant analysis of inbreeding effects on

 humans.

 The book begins with Macfarlande, Swedlund and

 Jakobi & Darlu each reviewing a particular tradition
 of studying mating patterns: briefly, these are respec-

 tively the English historncal demographers, the

 Amerncan genetical demographers and, most inter-

 estingly because largely unsung in English, the

 French approach to genetic structure inspired by the

 work ofJacquard. Completing the first section is a

 study of inter-ethnic marriage and marriage distance
 by Peach and Mitchell.

 Part 2 considers the extent to whlch people choose
 marriage partners who have the same characteristics
 as themselves. It seems to me that the authors of all

 three papers do not sufficiently introduce their pri-
 vate worlds to the general reader ofthis volume. That

 said, all the papers are substantial. Susanne & Lepage
 review assortative mating by phenotype, Lasker-off

 at a bit of a tangent, this-summarises progress in
 the study (whlch he himself ingeniously devised) of
 recurrent marriage of couples having the same pair
 of different surnames, whllst Mascie-Taylor both re-
 views and presents fresh data analysis on the

 correspondence of mates for psychometric charac-
 ters.

 The final part of the book is the one named as

 dealing with social, religious and cultural factors in
 the choice of mates. In fact, the entire volume ex-
 plicitly confronts these topics, for, as several authors

 point out, among people mate choice is determined
 through social as much as through physical oppor-
 tunity and constraint. Dyke and Rivi&re use
 genealogies from fieldwork and computer simulation
 to test whether the Trio, horticulturalhsts from Brazil

 and Surnam, marry as they say they should. Reynolds
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