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ABOUT THIS PUBLICATION

This c r e d i t a b l e  p i e c e  o f  wo rk ,  done  b y  a  f e w  s e l e c t e d
students o f  t h e  Yap S r .  H i g h  S c h o o l ' s  Yapese C u l t u r a l  S t u d i e s
c lass ,  i s  t h e  second  i s s u e  o f  KAKROM and i t  i s  a n  a t t e m p t
which o r i g i n a l l y  stemmed f r o m  t h e  P r o j e c t  "INTERACT" ( f u n d e d
by ESEA T i t l e  I X  Gran t ,  USOE).

In t h e  f i r s t  i s s u e  o f  KAKROM, t h e  Yap J r .  H i g h  Schoo l
c o n t r i b u t e d  s u f f i c i e n t l y ,  b u t  w i t h  t h i s  e d i t i o n  i t  i s  e n t i r e l y
the work  o f  t h e  s m a l l  number o f  s t u d e n t s  who c a r r i e d  t h e
course t h r o u g h  t h e  s c h o o l  y e a r  1977-78 a t  t h e  Yap S r .  H i g h
School.

This i s s u e  c o n t a i n s  t h e  c u l m i n a t i o n  o f  many l o n g  hou rs  o f
work and t h a t  i s  wha t  t h e y  d i d .  I t  i s  a  m a j o r  s t e p  f o r w a r d  i n
p u t t i n g  t h e  c u l t u r a l / e t h n i c  h e r i t a g e  o f  t h e  p e o p l e  o f  Yap i n t o
w r i t i n g  f o r  use  and  l e a r n i n g .  T h e i r  wo rk  p rese rves  many i m p o r t -
ant  b i t s  o f  c u l t u r a l  i n f o r m a t i o n  wh ich  a r e  t o  some e x t e n t  a l -
ready becoming nebu lous  i n  t h e  minds o f  many young Yapese
people.

Much c r e d i t  goes t o  t h e  s t u d e n t s  themse lves  f o r  t h e i r  f u l l
p a r t i c i p a t i o n  i n  t h i s  p r o j e c t  a n d  I  hope wha t  t h e y  have done
dur ing  t h e  s c h o o l  y e a r  f i l l s  a  g r e a t  need i n  t h e  e d u c a t i o n
proram. I  a l s o  hope t h e  r e a d e r  c a n  g e t  o u t  o f  i t  what  t h i s
c lass  p u t  i n t o  i t .

I  wou ld  l i k e  t o  compl iment  a l l  o t h e r  t e a c h e r s  and  members
o f  t h e  Yapese communi ty  who have  c o n t r i b u t e d  t o  t h i s  f i n e
e f f o r t .
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by Romeo J o e l

Fanapin, a  r e s i d e n t  o f  Magachg i l ,  G i lman ,  i s  engaged i n  t h e  p rocess
o f  making h e r s e l f  a n  ONG, t h e  g r a s s - s k i r t .
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A c o l o r e d  g r a s s - s k i r t
made o f  h ib iscus bark .

Swinging h ips opens o u r  o v e r -
a l l  l o o k  a t  t h e  unique garment
of females o f  Yap,  t h e  grass-
s k i r t  o r  ONG as i t  i s  l o c a l l y
cal led.  A E —first  s i g h t  you might
think t h e  women a r e  growing leaves
around t h e i r  wais ts .
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Foreigners always a s k  them-
selves t h e s e  quest ions:  H o w  d i d
i t  o r i g i n a t e ?  When? W h e r e ?

The grass- s k i r t  was t h e  main
source o f  c l o t h i n g  i n  t h e  p a s t
u n t i l  t h e  coming o f  t h e  whiteman.
The whitemen introduced c l o t h i n g
from t h e  Western c i v i l i z a t i o n s
F i r s t  t h e  women o f  Yap d i d  n o t
pay a t t e n t i o n  t o  t h i s  c l o t h i n g
u n t i l  t h e  t i m e  o f  t h e  German Ad-
min is t ra t ion ,  b u t  s t i l l  t h e n ,
the women were n o t  fo rced  t o  wear
that  k i n d .  S o o n  a  few s t a r t e d
wearing o r  adding tops t o  t h e i r
grass- s k i r t s .  I t  was d u r i n g  t h e
Japanese Adminis t ra t ion when
g i r l s  and women were r e q u i r e d  t o
wear Western c l o t h i n g  i n  town.

The importance o f  t h e  grass-
s k i r t  g r a d u a l l y  decreased because
of t h e  i n f l u e n c e  c r e a t e d  by  West-
ern c l o t h i n g  and c i v i l i z a t i o n .
Unt i l  now i t  has g r e a t l y  l o s t  i t s
importance and seldom worn except
on s p e c i a l  occasions.

Fanapin, a  res ident  o f  Magach-
g i l ,  Gi lman,  r e l a t e s ,  "The  grass-
s k i r t  was t h e  main source o f  c l o -
thing i n  t h e  p a s t .  W h e n  I  was
young, we  u s e d  t o  go t o  school
wearing western- type c l o t h i n g ,
but upon r e t u r n i n g  home we wore
the grass- s k i r t .  A n d  I  f e e l  more
comfortable i n  a  grass- s k i r t  t h a n
in  western c l o t h i n g . "

The grass- s k i r t ,  accord ing  t o
Fanapin, f i r s t  comes t o  be ing
when one c u t s  down t h e  l eaves  f o r
making t h e  grass- s k i r t .  T h e s e
leaves a r e  d i f f e r e n t ,  such as
banana, coconut ,  b e t e l n u t  l e a v e s
and fe rns  t a k e n  f rom a  k i n d  o f
fern l o c a l l y  c a l l e d  WELLAM. A l l
of t h e  leaves  have hard  stems,
so t h e  hard  p a r t s  a r e  d iscarded
to provide f o r  a  s o f t  and com-
for tab le  grass- s k i r t .  T h e n  t h e y
are c u t  i n t o  s t r i p s .  T h e  s t r i p -
ping process depends on  t h e  k i n d
of leaves you a r e  using.  F o r
example, i f  coconut o r  b e t e l - n u t
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Top: t h e  young b e t e l - n u t  l e a v e s
Bottom: t h e  sys tem o f  FIRGIY

leaves a r e  used ,  t h e  l eaves  a r e
s t r i pped  i n t o  f o u r  s t r i p s  each ;
but  w i t h  banana l e a v e s ,  o n e  has
to  s t r i p  more t h a n  f o u r  s t r i p s .
A f t e r  t hese  l e a v e s  a r e  s t r i p p e d ,
the l eaves  a r e  t h e n  p u t  o u t  i n
the sun f o r  a b o u t  t h r e e  o r  f o u r
hours t o  p r e v e n t  them f rom b e -
coming b r i t t l e .  W h e n  n o t  b r i t t l e ,
the l eaves  can  b e  b e n t  t o  t h e
shape d e s i r e d ,  b u t  d o  n o t  b r e a k .
A f t e r  t h e  l e a v e s  a r e  ready  f o r
use t h e y  a r e  t a k e n  i n  t o  c o o l  o f f .
Then t h e y  a r e  t i e d  t o g e t h e r  i n  a
spec ia l  way.  " T h i s  s p e c i a l  way
i s  a  b i t  l i k e  b r a i d i n g  and i t  i s
c a l l e d  F IRGIY, "  s a i d  Fanapin.

The FIRGIY sys tem i s  t h e  s t a g e
when t h e  l eaves  a r e  t i e d  t o g e t h e r
w i t h  l o c a l  r o p e .  T h i s  r o p e  i s
made f r o m  t h e  coconu t  husk ,  w h i c h
i s  e i t h e r  p u t  unde r  t h e  w a t e r  o r
underground t o  l o s e  t h e  h a r d
cover ing o f  t h e  husk .  T h e n  i t ' s
b ra ided  t o g e t h e r  b y  p u t t i n g  one
piece o n  t o p  o f  a n o t h e r  u n t i l  t h e
des i red  l e n g t h  i s  reached.

The sys tem c a l l e d  FIRGIY i s
done i n  a  f a s h i o n  w i t h  t w o  p i e c e s
of  r ope .  T h e s e  ropes  a r e  b r a i d e d
together  one  o n  t o p  o f  a n o t h e r
wh i l e  b u n c h e s  o f  s t r i p s  o f
leaves a n d  WELLAM a r e  p u t  i n  b e t -
ween t h e  r o p e s  and  t i e d  i n t o  t h e
bra ided r o p e .  T h i s  goes  o n  u n t i l
the l e n g t h  o f  b r a i d e d  r o p e  f i t s
the w a i s t .
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The ropes  w h i c h  a r e  used t o
b r a i d  and  a t  t h e  same t i m e  h o l d
the l e a v e s  t o g e t h e r  a r e  made i n -
to  t w o  o v e r - l a p p i n g  ends ,  w h i c h
are used  as  t h e  b e l t  f o r  t h e
s k i r t .  T h e n  t h e  g r a s s - s k i r t  i s
ready f o r  wear ing .  W h e n  a  g i r l
wears t h i s  s p e c i a l  ga rment ,  y o u
might  t h i n k  she has  g o t  b i g  and
wide h i p s ,  b u t  r e a l l y  one f o u r t h
o f  t h e  s i z e  came f r o m  t h e  f e r n
leaves w h i c h  a r e  shaped around
the w a i s t .

The g rass - s k i r t s  d e s c r i b e d
above a l l  l o o k  a l i k e ,  e x c e p t  f o r
the k i n d  o f  m a t e r i a l s  used ,  s u c h
as bananas,  c o c o n u t s ,  a n d  b e t e l -
nu t  l e a v e s .  O t h e r s a r e  c o l o r e d .

The c o l o r e d  ones a r e  made o f
h i b i s c u s  b a r k .  T h i s  b a r k  comes
from t h e  young branches  o f  t h e
h i b i s c u s  t r e e .  T h e  b a r k  a l o n g
w i t h  t h e  b ranch  i s  p u t  i n  t h e
wate r  u n t i l  t h e  s l i m e y  p a r t  o f
the b a r k  i s  d i s c a r d e d ,  l e a v i n g
the f i b e r  o n l y .  T h i s  f i b e r  i s
then p u t  o u t  t o  d r y .  A f t e r  t h e y
are d r y ,  t h e n  t h e  f i b e r s  a r e
dipped i n  dye  o r  t r a d i t i o n a l
c o l o r s .  T h e s e  c o l o r s  a r e  made

flrl r o o t s  pounded
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down i n t o  a  j e l l y - l i k e  subs tance .
Then t h i s  j e l l y - l i k e  subs tance  i s
mixed w i t h  pounded c o r a l  r o c k s .
Then t h e s e  c o l o r s  a r e  used  f o r
c o l o r i n g  t h e  f i b e r s  f r o m  t h e  h i b -
iscus a n d  t h e n  t h e  f i b e r s  a r e
bra ided  w i t h  same k i n d  o f  l o c a l
rope used i n  t h e  l e a f - k i n d  o f
s k i r t .  T h i s  t y p e  t a k e s  more  t i m e
than t h e  o t h e r  k i n d ,  b u t  l a s t s
longer  t h a n  a n y  o t h e r  k i n d  o f
grass- s k i r t .

Not o n l y  d i f f e r e n t  t y p e s  o f
m a t e r i a l s  a r e  used ,  b u t  a l s o  a l l
ages have  t h e i r  k i n d  o f  g r a s s -
s k i r t - - f o r  example ,  t h e  a d u l t s ,
teenagers a n d  g i r l s  u n d e r  t h e  age
o f  t e n .

The b a b y ' s  g r a s s - s k i r t  i s  more
simple i n  appearance and  c o n s t r u c -
t i o n .  T h e  r e a s o n  f o r  t h i s  i s  t h a t
i t  t a k e s  a  s h o r t  t i m e  and  i s  made
o f  o n l y  one l a y e r  o f  l e a v e s .  A
woman may t a k e  l e s s  t h a n  t h i r t y
minutes t o  comp le te  a  g r a s s - s k i r t
f o r  h e r  c h i l d .  T h i s  k i n d  o f
grass- s k i r t  l a s t s  o n l y  a  week.



ub.Tn,2.(.T­,mU.(Tb,7.T)bD..T
)92.(TIPTSD,((Y(MUD)TPIDT)b.UDT
1(.tTIA.TPIDT)b.TS,Dm.A TIA.T
PIDTm,U­9T8.,D T,AmTIA.TPIDT
(2.cU,­T,AmTUq2ID),A)TIcc,(UIA(T
IA­9a

n,2.(.T­UP.Y()9­.Tb,(Tcb,AS.mT
.7.DT(UAc.T)b.TcIqUASTIPT)b.T
PUD()T8bU).Yq.ATUA)IT)b.T-,cUPUcT
8,).D(aTkUAc.TU)Tb,(Tw.cIq.TIA.T
IPT)b.TmU()DUc)(TIPT)b.T:akaTuD1()T
u.DDU)ID9T,AmTgUcDIA.(U,Tb,(TcIq.T
)IT)b.T2IUA)TIPTcbII(UASTU)(TI8AT
)92.TIPTSI7.DAq.A) T)b.TUq2ID),Ac.T
,AmT1(.TIPT)b.TSD,((Y(MUD)Tb,(T
D.,­­9T­I()TU)(T1(.P1­A.(( T­.,7Y
UASTIA­9T)b.Tq.qID9TIPT8b,)TIAc.T
1(.mT)ITw.aTub.Tn,2.(.T8Iq.AT
()U­­TcIA)UA1.T1(UAST)b.TSD,((Y

(MUD) Tw1)TAI)T(ITPD.01.A)­9aT
rDcb,.­ISUc,­TPUAmUAS(Tb,(T

(),).mT)b,)T)b.Tn,2Tf(­,Am(T8.D.T
PUD()T(.))­.mTUAT)b.T9.,DTlppTraoaT
kITUATS.A.D,­TU)Th)b.TSD,((Y(MUD)eT
b,(Tw..ATUAT1(.TPIDT,wI1)TsdppT
9.,D(aTk),D)UASTUAT)b.T.,D­9Tsi)bT
IDTsv)bTc.A)1D9 T)b.T8bU).T(MUAT
(),D).mT)ITcIq.T)IT)b.Tf(­,Am(TIPT
n,2 Tw1)TAI)T1A)U­T)b.T.,D­9T2,D)T
IPT)b.Tlp)bTc.A)1D9TmUmT)b.Tc1­Y
)1D.TIPTn,2T(),D)T)ITcb,AS.T,AmT
8.T,­­TMAI8TbI8TU)TU(T­UM.TUAT)b.T
c1­)1D.TIPTn,2T)Im,9aTyb,Ac.(T,D.T
IA.T)IT).AT9I1T8U­­TPUAmT,T­,m9T
8.,DUASTSD,((Y(MUD)TUAT)I8A Tw1)T
m1DUAST(2.cU,­TIcc,(UIA(T9I1T8U­­T
b,7.T,Tq1cbTw.)).DTcb,Ac.TIPT(..UAST
IA.a

The Yapese l a d i e s  have t h r e e
types o f  grass- s k i r t  f o r  t h e i r
use: o n e  f o r  t h e  garden,  one
f o r  d a i l y  wear,  a n d  one f o r
spec ia l  and i m p o r t a n t  occasions
on l y.

Yapese l i f e - s t y l e  has changed
ever s i n c e  t h e  coming o f  t h e
f i r s t  w h i t e -men i n t o  t h e  P a c i f i c
waters.  S i n c e  i t  has  become one
o f  t h e  d i s t r i c t s  o f  t h e  U.S.  T r u s t
Te r r i t o r y  and M ic rones ia  has come
to t h e  p o i n t  o f  choos ing  i t s  own
type o f  government, t h e  impor tance
and use  o f  t h e  g rass - s k i r t  has
r e a l l y  l o s t  i t s  use fu l ness ,  l e a v -
ing o n l y  t h e  memory o f  what once
used t o  be .  T h e  Yapese women
s t i l l  con t i nue  u s i n g  t h e  g rass-

s k i r t ,  b u t  n o t  s o  f r e q u e n t l y.
A rchae log ica l  f i n d i n g s  h a s

stated t h a t  t h e  Yap I s l a n d s  were
f i r s t  s e t t l e d  i n  t h e  y e a r  200 A .D.
So i n  g e n e r a l  i t  ( t h e  g r a s s - s k i r t )
has been i n  use  f o r  about  1700
years. S t a r t i n g  i n  t h e  e a r l y  1 8 t h
or 1 9 t h  c e n t u r y,  t h e  w h i t e  s k i n
s ta r ted  t o  come t o  t h e  I s l a n d s  o f
Yap, b u t  n o t  u n t i l  t h e  e a r l y  p a r t
o f  t h e  2 0 t h  c e n t u r y  d i d  t h e  c u l -
tu re  o f  Yap s t a r t  t o  change and
we a l l  know how i t  i s  l i k e  i n  t h e
cu l tu re  o f  Yap t o d a y.  C h a n c e s  a r e
one t o  t e n  y o u  w i l l  f i n d  a  l a d y
wearing g rass - s k i r t  i n  town,  b u t
dur ing s p e c i a l  occas ions y o u  w i l l
have a  much b e t t e r  chance o f  seeing
one.
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Photos b y  L o u i s

We a r e  now i n  a  Yapese ( Tr a d -
i t i o n a l )  b a t t l e  f i e l d .  T h e  g r a s s
i s  p a i n t e d  r e d  w i t h  b l ood ,  dead
men l i e  o n  t h e  g round ,  b roken
spears and  o t h e r  weapons a r e
sca t te red  a l l  o v e r  t h e  p l a c e . B u t
s t i l l  y o u ' d  hear  shou ts  o f  p l e a -
sure,  a n d  death .  T w o  t r a d i t i o n a l
che i f s  and  t h e i r  w a r r i o r s  a r e
c lash ing  head-on. W a r s  a r e n ' t
new i n  t h e  p a s t .

Every now and t h e n  t h e  two
h ighes t  r a n k i n g  t r i b e s , t h e  ULUN
and t h e  BULCHE c l a s h  i n  b a t t l e .
A l l  because o f  d i s p u t e s  o r  dea th
o f  a  f e l l o w  man. Nowadays  we
d o n ' t  have anymore wars .  B u t
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t h e i r  memory s t i l l  haunts  u s ,  we
s t i l l  make weapons, b u t  f o r  e x -
h i b i t i o n s  a n d  h a n d i c r a f t s .

There a r e  t w o  common t a c t i c s
i n  t h e  t r a d i t i o n a l  wars .  T h e y
are t h e  MAKATH and GOLIMAR. MAK-
ATH' i s  a—ITRTIR-ed war  b y  b o t h
a -refs o f  b o t h  ULUN and BULCHE'.
To make i t  c l e a r e r ,  i f  t h e  ULTIN
wanted a  c e r t a i n  w a r r i o r  i n  t h e
t r i b e  o f  t h e  BULCHE' t o  be  k i l l -
ed f o r  a  reason ,  t h e r e  was a  war
to s e t t l e  i t .  T h e  c h i e f  o f  t h e
ULUN came t o  t h e  c h i e f  o f  t h e
lUEZHEI a n d  t o l d  h im t h e  reason
why he wanted t h e  w a r r i o r ' s
death. T h e n  t h e  c h i e f  o f  t h e
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ULUN p a i d  t h e  c h i e f  o f  t h e  BUL-
URY'some t r a d i t i o n a l  t r i b u t e s
ESF t h e  w a r r i o r ' s  l i f e  t o  be
taken. GOLIMAR, o n  t h e  o t h e r
hand, i s  a  k i n d  o f  a t t a c k i n g  i n
which t h e  person  o r  t r i b e  b e i n g
ambushed has no  p r i o r  warn ing  o f

the a t t a c k .  I t  i s  a c t u a l l y  an
ambush planned on  a  person b y
the c h i e f s .

Disputes between t h e  ULUN
and BULCHE' c o u l d  n o t  be  s e t t l -
ed e.J.15.-t—by a  wa r.  When t h e
word was passed f r o m  v i l l a g e  t o
v i l l a g e  t h a t  t h e r e  was g o i n g  t o
be a  wa r,  a l l  w a r r i o r s  were t o
prepare themselves.  The  word was
u s u a l l y  passed a f t e r  t h e  two
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paramount c h i e f s  had  a l r e a d y  d i s -
cussed, p l a n n e d ,  a n d  d e c l a r e d  t h e
war. T h e r e  were p l a c e s  where  t h e
wars were  f o u g h t .  T h e s e  p l a c e s
were c a l l e d  TATHIL. S o m e  o f  t h e
famous TATHIL i n  To m i l  M u n i c i p a l -
i t y  a r e  Dakene L a n g i t h ,  A l a b o l ,

and Abay. E a c h  m u n i c i p a l i t y  o r
v i l l a g e  i n  Yap has i t s  own TATH-
IL h o w e v e r .

Some o f  t h e  w a r r i o r s  were  ca l l -
ed FALUU. A  FALUU i s  a  war  h e r o .
WheE7a7Zhief -é7E-T-"his w a r r i o r s  t o
the TATHIL, t h e r e  were a lways  a
number o f  FALUU's t o  l e a d  t h e
t r i b e  i n t o  t h e  b a t t l e  f i e l d .  T h e
FALUU.'s were  cons ide red  war  heroes
U-JZaíse t h e y  had f o u g h t  w e l l  i n
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other  b a t t l e s .  T h e s e  FALUU's
were good w a r r i o r s  and  a l s o  were
given o r  have some magic s p i r i t s
to p r o t e c t  them and make them
braver  i n  b a t t l e .  S p e a r s  and
other  weapons c o u l d  be thrown a t
a FALUU-- l ike  sand g r a i n s  t h rown
a t — I — E a t e r f l y - - b u t  h e  couldnever
be wounded o r  k i l l e d ,  i t  i s  s a i d .
He c o u l d  use h i s  s p e a r  as a  sheild

o r,  h e  c o u l d  "dance o u t "  c e r t a i n
moves so  he d i d  n o t  g e t  h u r t .

GALIMLIM i s  aomething t h a t  t h e
FALUI7JET—Ehe o t h e r  w a r r i o r s  were
p r o h i b i t e d  t o  do  b e f o r e  go ing  t o
war. I f  GALIMLIM was done b y  any
w a r r i o r ,  i t  was b e l i e v e d  t h a t  h e
would be e i t h e r  wounded o r  k i l l e d
i n  t h e  war.  GALIMLIM a r e  t h i n g s
considered t o  be  sexua l  i n  n a t u r e
l i k e  hav ing  s e x u a l  i n t e r c o u r s e
w i t h  a  w i f e  o r  g i r l f r i e n d .  F o r
example, i n  t i m e  o f  a  war,  each

w a r r i o r  must  s l e e p  s e p a r a t e l y
from h i s  w i f e ,  and  t hose  who had
no wives b u t  d i d  have g i r l f r i e n d s
could n o t  g o  on  dates  w i t h  t h e i r
g i r l s .

The war  may come t o  an  end
only when a  c e r t a i n  "wan ted"  wa r -
r i o r  was k i l l e d .  The  w a r r i o r s
learned t h a t  a  c e r t a i n  w a r r i o r
had been k i l l e d  when t h e y  heard  a

s igna l .  T h e  s i g n a l  was a  sounding
horn made o f  a  b i g  sea  s h e l l .
The ho rn  was u s u a l l y  b lown s e v -
e ra l  t i m e s  and  when b o t h  o f  t h e
t r i b e s  had  heard  t h e  h o r n ,  a l l
f i g h t i n g  s topped .  T h e  w a r r i o r s
returned home, some wounded,
some dead,  whose bodies  were
ca r r i ed  back  home.

The commonly t r u e  d i s a d v a n t -
age o f  any  Yapese t r i b a l  w a r - -
as any  o t h e r  wars- - i s  t h a t  men
lose t h e i r  l i v e s ;  sometimes i t
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i s  even  more sad  l i k e  when a
w a r r i o r  d i e s  i n  t h e  b a t t l e  f i e l d
w i t h  c h i l d r e n  and a  w i f e  a w a i t -
ing f o r  h i s  r e t u r n .  A l t h o u g h ,
i n  t h e  war  days i t  was a n  o b l i -
gated d u t y  f o r  a l l  v i l l a g e  men
to p a r t i c i p a t e  and de fend  t h e i r
"peop le"  a t  t h e  r e q u e s t  o f t h e i r
r u l i n g  c h i e f s .

On t h e  o t h e r  hand,  however,
the advantage o f  wa r  was s a i d
to make peace among t h o s e  en-
tangled i n  i t  because a  war  was
considered as a  k i n d  o f  l esson
to t e a c h  peop le  t o  obey  and
f o l l o w  r u l e s  made b y  t h e  c h i e f s
and p r e v e n t  d i s p u t e s  among t h e
people. A  war was f o u g h t  f o r  a
very  s p e c i f i c  r e a s o n  determined
by t h e  c h i e f s  and  t h e  reason
was n e v e r  made p u b l i c l y  known
u n t i l  a f t e r  t h e  w a r  was o v e r.
Only a  f e w  FALUU's may be t o l d
o f  t h e  s e c r e t  r eason ,  b u t  a t
the e n d  t h e  peop le  m i g h t  be
su rp r i sed  t o  l e a r n  t h a t  t h e  war
had been p lanned f o r  t h e i r  be -
n e f i t .  T h e y  m igh t  f i n d  o u t
a f terwards t h a t  i t  was p lanned
f o r  j u s t  t h e  o p p o s i t e ,  u n f o r -
t u n a t e l y.  A l l  wars  were  f o u g h t
under t h e  commands o f  t h e  h i g h
rank ing  c h i e f s .

Today, t h e r e  a r e  f o r t u n a t e l y
not  a n y  more wars o n  Yap,  b e -
cause t h e r e  have been a  l o t  o f
changes. M o s t  d i s p u t e s ,  a s
w e l l  a s  o t h e r  prob lems,  a r e
s e t t l e d  i n  t h e  c o u r t s - - n o t
i n  a  b a t t l e  f i e l d .  F o r  example,
i f  t w o  groups o f  peop le—one frcm
the ULUN and t h e  o t h e r  f r o m  the
BULCHE-'....are fo rmed and beg in
throwing spears  and  s l i n i n g  stales
at each o t h e r ,  t h e r e  i s  t h e  pos
i b l i t y  t h a t  some o f  them a r e
'going t o  be  th rown i n t o  p r i s o n
by t h e  government 's  " a u t h o r i t y " .
Ever s i n c e  t h e  f o r e i g n  ways o f
r u l e  e n t e r e d  t h e  homelands o f  t h e
Yapese i n  t h e  1 8 0 0 ' s ,  wars  were
put a s i d e  f o r  good.
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Now t h a t  we have l e a r n e d  abou t
the Yapese w a r s ,  how and why t h e

•wars were f o u g h t - -wha t  a r e  some
of  t h e  weapons wh i ch  were used  i n
those wars? M r .  Lukan o f  Meeru r,
Tomi l ,  who makes wa r  weapons f o r
e x h i b i t i o n s  s a i d , " T h e  common
weapons t h a t  were used i n  t h e
b a t t l e  f i e l d s  w e r e  t h e  D i l a k ,
Sarey, L i y o g  and Gawul".

D i l ak  i s  a  m u l t i -headed s p e a r
made o u t  o f  t h e  b e t e l - n u t  t r e e .
The t r u n k  i s  c u t  dawn, a n d  t h e n
i t  i s  s l i c e d  i n t o  many p i e c e s .
A f t e r  t h e  p i e c e s  a r e  d r i e d  and
s t ra igh tened ,  t h e y  a r e  c a r v e d  so
that each i s  t h e  r i g h t  s i z e  f o r
a spear.  A f t e r  a l l  t h i s ,  t h e
spear i s  sharpened and r e a d y  t o
be used.

The Sarey i s  a l s o  a  s p e a r, b u t
i t  i s  d i f f e r e n t  f r o m  t h e  D i l a k
in  t h a t  i t  has no head. I t  i s
made o f  bamboo. A  bamboo s t i c k
that  i s  about f i v e  o r  s i x  f e e t
would make a  good Sarey a f t e r  i t
is sharpened.

The o t h e r  k i n d  o f  spea r  i s
the L i y o g  and i t  i s  a l s o  made o f
bamboo. T h e  L i y o g  i s  t h r o w n  i n
a d i f f e r e n t  way t h a n  t h e  Sa rey
or D i l a k .  I t  i s  t h rown  f r o m
another bamboo s t i c k  wh ich  adds
more f o r c e  t o  i t .  I n  o t h e r  words,
the L i y o g  c o n t a i n s  two  p a r t s :
a l o n g  bamboo s t i c k  and a  s h o r t
one used as  a  l eve rage  t o  t h r o w
o f f  t h e  l o n g  s t i c k .

To maxe a  L i y o g ,  t h e  s h o r t
piece i s  c a r v e d  f r om one o f  t h e
sect ions- n e a r  one o f  t h e  k n o t s
in  e  bamboo. T h e  h o l e  i s  j u s t
big enough f o r  t h e  long bamboo
to f i t  i n t o  i t .  T h e n  t h e  long
bamboo i s  sharpened. T o  use t h e
Liyog, t h e  long bamboo i s  f a s t -
ened- i n t o  t h e  carved ho le ,  and
both hands a r e  used t o  guide t h e
spear and t o  throw i t .  W h e n  t h e
short bamboo i s  swung. the long
bamboo spear f l i e s  o u t  o f  t h e
hole towards t h e  t a r g e t



rfyTlnxYk T.STpkt'd Tcn'TgyT
ynptk­TMnbyT.mTnTmtgyS.YpT'yWGT
kt-yTMnWyStnkTmS.MTWfyTc.c.'YWT
WSyy TcnkkybT,hnSn''txaTrfyT
,enSn''txTtpTm.kbybT.FySTpyFySnkT
WtMypTp.TWfnWT.'k­T.'yTpW.'yTcn'T
mtWTt'W.TtWaToWSt'dpT.mTc.c.'YWT
mtgySpTnSyTWtybTW.Tg.WfTy'bpT.mT
WfyT,hnSn''txaTrfyTy'bT.mT.'yT
.mTWfyTpWSt'dpTtpTMnbyTt'W.TnT
k..*yTm.STWfyTmt'dySpaTrftpTtpT
gycnYpyT.'yTpWSt'dTfnpTW.TgyT
fykbTn'bTWfyT.WfySTtpTkyWTd.T.mT
xftkyTWfyTxf.kyTlnxYkTtpTt'TWfyT
pxt'dt'dTM.Wt.'a

snSpTncWYnkk­T*kn­ybTn'TtM*.SWGT
n'WT*nSWTt'TWfyTktFypT.mTWfyT
WSnbtWt.'nkTin*ypyaTsnSTW.TWfyMT
*ySfn*pTMyn'WTdSynWTncftyFyMy'W T

*.xyS n'bTxynkWfTu.STyqnM*ky T
p.MyTFtkkndypTxySyT*S.M.Wyb T'yxT
WySStW.StypTxySyTdnt'yb TWfyT
cftympTxySyTgyc.Mt'dTxynkWftyST
npTM.SyTktFypTxySyTg.YdfWTW.TgyT
Wn-y'Tnxn­ TyWca TgYWTWfyTymmycWpT
xySyT*ySfn*pTyvYnkk­T.FySxfykMt'dT
gyWxyy'Tn'bTnM.'dTnkka

rfyTWSnbtWt.'nkTxnSpTnSyTxykkT
d.'y TgYWTWfytSTymmycWpTnSyT*ySG
*yWYnkaTsfy'TwfStpWtn'tW­TxnpT
W.YdfWTfySy TWfyTin*ypyTgydn'TW.T
gyktyFyTWfnWTMy'Tc.YkbTktFyTW.dyG
WfySTt'T*yncyTn'bTfnSM.'­Tn'bT
pWtkkTfnFyTf.'.STyFy'Txfy'T'.WT
mtdfWt'daTrfyTin*ypyTfnFyTgyc.MyT
mntWfmYkTwfStpWtn'pTn'bT'.xTY'G
bySpWn'bTWfnWT-tkkt'dTtpTY'byptSG
ngkya

The Gawul ,  o r  s l i n g ,  c a n  be
e a s i l y  made o f  a  f i b e r o u s  n e t -
l i k e  m a t e r i a l  f r o m  t h e  coconu t
t r e e ,  c a l l e d  Wa r a n n i w.  T h e
Warann iw  i s  f o l d e d  o v e r  s e v e r a l
times s o  t h a t  o n l y  one s t o n e  can
f i t  i n t o  i t .  S t r i n g s  o f  coconu t
f i b e r s  a r e  t i e d  t o  b o t h  ends o f
the Wa r a n n i w.  T h e  end o f  one
o f  t h e  s t r i n g s  i s  made i n t o  a
loope f o r  t h e  f i n g e r s .  T h i s  i s
because one s t r i n g  has t o  b e
held  and t h e  o t h e r  i s  l e t  g o  o f
wh i l e  t h e  who le  Gawul i s  i n  t h e
swinging m o t i o n .

Wars a c t u a l l y  p l ayed  animpor t -
ant p a r t  i n  t h e  l i v e s  o f  t h e
t r a d i t i o n a l  Yapese.  War  t o  them
perhaps meant  g r e a t  ach ievement ,
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power,and w e a l t h  F o r  example,
some v i l l a g e s  were  p romoted ,  new
t e r r i t o r i e s  were  g a i n e d ,  t h e
c h i e f s  were  becoming w e a l t h i e r
as more l i v e s  were  bough t  t o  b e
taken away,  e t c . ,  b u t  t h e  e f f e c t s
were perhaps  e q u a l l y  overwhelming
between and among a l l .

The t r a d i t i o n a l  wa rs  a r e  w e l l
gone, b u t  t h e i r  e f f e c t s  a r e  p e r -
p e t u a l .  W h e n  C h r i s t i a n i t y  was
tought  h e r e ,  t h e  Yapese began t o
b e l i e v e  t h a t  men c o u l d  l i v e  t o g e -
t h e r  i n  peace and  harmony and
s t i l l  have  honor  even  when n o t
f i g h t i n g .  T h e  Yapese have  become
f a i t h f u l  C h r i s t i a n s  a n d  now u n -
ders tand t h a t  k i l l i n g  i s  u n d e s i r -
able.
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The Art of eanoo-Suilding
Story b y  Mar tha  Ti n a n

Photos b y  Sebas t ian  A n e f a l

Have you  seen o r  heard  about
the h i s t o r y  o f  t h e  canoe and how
impor tant  i t  was i n  t h e  o l d  days
to t h e  Yapese people? M a y b e  n o t .

The canoe was p a r t  o f  t h e
Yapese c u l t u r e ,  a n d  i t  was v e r y
impor tan t  i n  t h e  l i v e s  o f  t h e
Yapese people .  I t  was used as a
means o f  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n .  T h e r e
were s i x  k inds  o f  canoes i n  a l l .
They were Popow, Chugp in ,  Gawel,
Thowab, Minyungch ig  and B u l e l .

The canoe c o u l d  b e  s a i l e d  t o
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many remote i s l a n d s ,  c o u l d  v i s i t
the peop le  o f  o t h e r  m u n i c i p a l i -
t i e s  i n  Yap I s l a n d s  P r o p e r,  o r
the Ou te r  I s l a n d s  o f  Yap.  M e n
sa i l ed  o u t  i n  t h e  canoe t o  t h e
ree f  t o  f i s h  o r  t o  r a c e .  I t
a lso made t r a v e l i n g  p o s s i b l e
f o r  t h e  Yapese men t o  g e t  s t o n e
money f r o m  Pa lau.  T h e  men used
to s a i l  i n  t h e  canoe t o  a w a i t  a
group o f  w a r r i o r s  i n  o t h e r  p a r t s
o f  t h e  t e n  m u n i c i p a l i t i e s  o f  Yap
dur ing b a t t l e s .
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l­deiaPp(IkmIP-*'(GPkUPHYCm,GP
mY'G,*PM'PMI,PIkYYPGkb,GwPCUbP
tyfvaPpn*,CbT*AkMPM*,,PMICMP-*'(GP
B'GMY)P,R,*)PHYCm,aPhAMPMI,PIkYYGwgP
nAMPn­.o­ryPkGPMI,Ph,GMP'TPCYYg

.'APBk-IMPICR,PG,,UPMI,P'AM,*P
Gkb,GP'TPMI,PmCU',PMICMPC*,PHCkUMs
,bP(kMIPm'Y'*GP'TPHA*,P*,bPCUbP
hYCmzgPuMPkGPBCkUY)PT'*Pb,m'*Cs

Popow was g e n e r a l l y  used f o r
rac ing  o r  f o r  r e c r e a t i o n a l  a c t -
i v i t i e s .  C h u g p i n  and Popow were
most ly  used f o r  b a t t l e s ,  t r a v e l -
ing ,  a n d  f i s h i n g  because t h e y
were b i g g e r  and f a s t e r  t han  t h e
others.  T h o w a b  was a l s o  used
f o r  f i s h i n g ,  e s p e c i a l l y  n e t - f i sh -
ing. I n  pe r fo rm ing  these  a c t -
i v i t i e s ,  t h e  canoes were e i t h e r
sa i l ed  o r  padd led.  T h e y  had
smal l  o u t r i g g e r s ,  t h e  s m a l l
canoe- l i k e  buoys a t t ached  t o  one
side t o  h e l p  p r e v e n t  t h e  canoe
from caps iz ing .

I t  i s  s a i d  t h a t  t h e  canoe had
great  speed, a n d  t h a t  was one o f
many reasons why t h e y  used i t
f o r  t r a v e l i n g  and  d u r i n g  b a t t l e s
because a  l o n g  t i m e  ago,  t h e r e
used t o  be misunders tand ing,  d i s -
putes, e t c . ,  between m u n i c i p a l -
i t i e s  t h a t  caused l o n g  pe r iods
o f  f i g h t i n g .  I t  p rov ided  c o n -
ven ient  manuevering f o r  w a r r i o r s .

The canoe meant a  g r e a t  d e a l

to t h e  Yapese people  i n  t h e  o l d
days, t o o .  I t  c o u l d  s t i l l  be
very i m p o r t a n t  and u s e f u l  i f  i t
had n o t  been f o r  t h e  in t roc iuct ion
of  modern v e h i c l e s  and  w a t e r  and
a i r  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  i n t r o d u c e d  t o
our c u l t u r e  b y  t h e  f o r e i g n e r s .
Today, o n e  o c c a s i o n a l l y  sees a
canoe.

The canoe i s  u s u a l l y  made o u t
o f  a  t r e e  c a l l e d  BUY'UCH. T h i s
k ind  o f  t r e e  u s u a l l y  grows i n
the v a l l e y s ,  b u t  many o t h e r  places,
too. BUY'UCH i s  p r e f e r r e d  b y
every canoe b u i l d e r  because i t  i s
strong and i t  can  l a s t  l o n g .  There
are, however,  o t h e r  t r e e s  such  as
GUMAR, ( w h i c h  grows i n  p l aces
ELSI I r  t o  t h e  h i l l  s i d e s )  a n d
THOW, ( B r e a d f r u i t  t r e e  t h a t  grows
most ly  e v e r y  p l ace ,  b u t  t h e  h i l l s ) .
But BUY'UCH i s  t h e  b e s t  o f  a l l .

You m i g h t  have seen t h e  o u t e r
sides o f  t h e  canoe t h a t  a r e  paint-
ed w i t h  c o l o r s  o f  pu re  r e d  and
black.  I t  i s  m a i n l y  f o r  decora-
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"It takes a long time for 
the canoe to be built..."



Chugpin

Popow
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In  assembl ing  t h e
d i f f e r e n t  p a r t s  o f
the canoe,  o n e  has
to c l i m b  i n  t h e r e .

t i o n  and  b e a u t y,  n o t  f o r  any  s a c -
red d i s p l a y.  C h u g p i n  and  Thowab
are p a i n t e d  w i t h  r e d  and b l a c k .

The r e d  p a i n t  was made f r o m
ARIYA',  a  k i n d  o f  r e d  d i r t  f o u n d
u7-7-icham ( a  p l a c e  i n  To m i l  M u n i -
c i p a l i t y ) .  A  YALAD, a  k i n d  o f
n u t ,  i s  mashed o r  g round  and t h e
pas ty  j u i c e  squeezed o n t o  t h e
ARIYA' t o  make i t  g l u e y  m o i s t
l i k e  p a i n t .  I t  d r i e s  a f t e r  t h e
canoe has  been p a i n t e d .  T h e  f i b -
erous f r u i t  o f  t h e  pandanus t r e e
was u s e d  as  a  b r u s h  when modern
brushes were  n o t  a v a i l a b l e  t o  t h e
Yapese.

As f o r  t h e  b l a c k  p a i n t ,  i t  i s
ob ta ined  f r o m  t h e  coconu t  s h e a t h ,
and t h e  YALAD i s  a l s o  mixed w i t h
the b l a c k  shea th .  T h e n  i t  i s
a p p l i e d  o n t o  t h e  p a r t s  o f  t h e
canoe. I t  d r i e s  a f t e r  t h e  canoe
i s  p a i n t e d .

Cer ta in  t o o l s  a r e  used  f o r
canoe-making. T O W  o r  s h e l l  adzes
are one  k i n d .  T 1 1 -  name d e r i v e d
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from a  k i n d  o f  clam s h e l l  l o c a l -
l y  c a l l e d  " tow".  A n o t h e r  k i n d
of clam i s  used t o  make an  adze
cal led G IY.  A  k ind  o f  c o r a l
cal led EMEAW i s  a l s o  f i x e d  a n d
used as a  sander.

I t  takes  a  long t ime  f o r  a
canoe t o  be  f i n i s h e d .  I t  i s
hard work, b u t  t h e  b u i l d e r  never
quits.  S i n c e  i t  takes  a  long
time f o r  i t  t o  be  completed, i t
is  used f o r  a  long per iod  o f
time be fore  i t  breaks down.

F i r e  p l a y s  a n  i m p o r t a n t  p a r t
as a n o t h e r  u s e f u l  t o o l  f o r
canoe-making.  I t  i s  u s u a l l y
used t o  b u r n  t h e  t r u n k  s o  t h a t
i t  becomes e a s i e r  t o  s c r a p e  i t
out  w i t h  t h e  EMLAW and c a r v e
w i t h  t h e  G I Y.

I t  i s  e a s y  t o  s t e e r  t h e  came
and maneuver i t  i n  t h e  r i g h t
d i r e c t i o n .  T h e  canoe may d i f f e r
from t h e  c a r s ,  outboard motors,
e t c . ,  o f  t o d a y ' s  technology,  b u t
i t  i s  v e r y  much steered i n  t h e
same bas ic  manner. T h e  b igges t
di f ference i s  a  canoe never  has
any machine. I t  i s  manned and
operated by  a  person a lone .  I t
is o b v i o u s  because t h e r e  w a s n ' t
any m e t a l  i n  Yap d u r i n g  t h e
olden days .  W i t h  t h e  f o r c e  o f
the w i n d ,  t h e  canoe can capture
i t s  speed i n  t h e  water.

The s i z e  o f  t h e  canoe i s  d e -
termined by  t h e  owner and b u i l d -
er.  P o p o w  and Chugpin a r e
usual ly  t h e  l a r g e s t ,  a n d  t h e y
can c a r r y  as  many people as  w i l l
f i t  i n ,  u s u a l l y  about 10 -15
passengers.

There i s  u s u a l l y  a  k i n d  o f
t r i b u t e  g i v e n  f rom a  person who
wants t h e  canoe t o  t h e  person
who has b u i l t  h i s  canoe. A f t e r
the completion o f  t h e  canoe, i t
is  then  p u t  i n  t h e  water  f o r
test ing and a  canoe launching
ceremony takes  p l a c e .  T h a t  i s
the t ime  f o r  g i v i n g  t h e  t r i b u t e
of food,  coconuts,  and s tone
money o f  medium s izes .
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Ar t  b y  Sebas t i an  A n e f a l

A l o n g ,  l o n g  t i m e  ago ,  t h e r e
was a  ghos t  f r o m  Heaven who came
to  Yap t o  a  p l a c e  c a l l e d  Gacham
i n  To m i l  M u n i c i p a l i t y  where t h e
whole p o p u l a t i o n  o f  Yap used t o
meet. O n e  n i g h t  w h i l e  t h e  p e o p l e
were t h e r e ,  t h e  g h o s t  was among
them, b u t  nobody knew he  was with
them. M o r n i n g  came sudden ly  b e -
fo re  h e  had a  chance t o  r e t u r n  t o
h i s  p l a c e  i n  Heaven. S o  he  had
t o  remain  on  Yap.  H e  o n l y  appear
ed a t  n i g h t  t i m e  a n d  had t o  b e
gone b e f o r e  d a y l i g h t .

At t h a t  t i m e ,  t h e r e  was a  g i r l
i n  Heaven who was v e r y  p r e t t y .
Every man t h e r e  wen t  and  asked
f o r  h e r  hand i n  m a r r i a g e ,  b u t  s h e
re fused a l l .  S o ,  t h e y  s t a r t e d
mocking h e r  b y  s a y i n g ,  " O h ,  t h i s
g i r l  t h a t  we have  t r i e d  so  f a r ,
i s  r e f u s i n g  a l l  o f  u s .  I s  s h e
t h i n k i n g  o f  m a r r y i n g  Pu luwlap?"
Puluwlap was t h e  g h o s t  who went
t o  Gacham, a n d  he  was v e r y  hand-
some.

Hearing t h e i r  bad  and r o t t e n
remarks, s h e  became v e r y  unhappy.
She t o l d  h e r  f a t h e r ,  Ya l f a t h ,  that
those men had  been mocking h e r
about Pu luw lap ,  b u t  she  c o u l d n ' t

marry Pu luw lap  because h e  was o u t
on Yap. P u l u w l a p  was s t u c k  w i t h
the peop le  i n  Gacham.

Her f a t h e r ,  Ya l f a t b ,  was  a  ma-
g i c i a n  and  he  t h e n  used h i s  ma-
g i c a l  power  t o  c a l l  Pu luw lap  back
to  t h e i r  p l a c e  i n  Heaven. F o r t u n -
a t e l y,  P u l u w l a p  r e t u r n e d  t o  Heav-
en and m a r r i e d  t h e  d a u g h t e r  o f
Ya l f a t h  and  t h e y  l a t e r  had  seven
c h i l d r e n ,  s i x  boys a n d  one g i r l .

When t h e  c h i l d r e n  g rew  up ,  o n e
o f  t h e  b o y s ,  G i l g i y ,  came down
and went  t o  l i v e  o n  Ponape i n  a
place c a l l e d  Maw. B e f o r e  h e  l e f t ,
he was t o l d  b y  h i s  fa ther,Pu luwlap,
tha t  when h e  g o t  t h e r e ,  h e  s h o u l d
t e l l  t h e  p e o p l e  o f  Maw he  was
Puluwlap s o  t h e y  wou ld  h e l p  h im .
Puluwlap, h i s  f a t h e r ,  h a d  once
been t o  Maw and t h e  p e o p l e  treated
him n i c e l y .

So, G i l g i y  w e n t  and  s t a y e d  i n
Maw, g o t  m a r r i e d  and had  a g a i n
seven c h i l d r e n ,  s i x  boys a n d  one
g i r l  and  named them a f t e r  h i s
b ro the rs  a n d  t h e  s i s t e r .  T h e
daughter was named L i g o f a s .  G i l g i y
taught  t h e  boys  a b o u t  n a v i g a t i o n
and canoe- b u i l d i n g .  L i g o f a s  was
also l i s t e n i n g  and l e a r n e d  i t ,
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too .  H e  t o o k  a l l  o f  h i s  c h i l d r e n
t o  t r a v e l  i n  t h e  canoe.  W h i l e
they  were  s a i l i n g ,  t h e y  met  a
sea- s t o r m  and t h a t  was t h p  t i m e
L igo fas  reached  h e r  p e r i o d  o f
adolescence. S h e  wen t  w i t h  them
as a  young g i r l ,  b u t  soon  became
a young woman.

Because o f  t h i s ,  G i l g i y ,  a l s o
an e x p e r t  i n  mag ic ,  p u t  magic  o n
L i g o f a s ,  t h e n  p u t  h e r  i n  a  t u b .
He gave  h e r  t w o  BUY'UCH seeds a n d
the t w o  G I Y,  o r  rounded s e c t i o n s
o f  t h e  l a r g e  c l am  s h e l l s  used  as
adzes. L i g o f a s  began t o  f l o a t  o n
the w a t e r  u n t i l  s h e  d r i f t e d  o n t o
the r e e f  o f  Gi lman M u n i c i p a l i t y
a t  t h e  s o u t h e r n  t i p  o f  Yap.  E a r l y
i n  t h e  morn ing ,  s h e  f o u n d  t h e  t u b
aground on  t h e  r e e f .  S h e  l o o k e d
up a n d  s i g h t e d  l a n d .  S h e  t o o k
the t w o  BUY'UCH seeds a n d  t h e  t w o
GIY t o  t h e  beach,  d u g  t w o  h o l e s
TE—the sand ,  f i r s t  p l a c e d  each
GIY i n  each  h o l e ,  a n d  t h e n  each
seed o n  t o p  o f  each  G I Y.  T h e n

she r e t u r n e d  t o  h e r  t u b  o n  t h e
r e e f .  L a t e r  o n  when t h e  s u n  was
h igh ,  a  f i s h e r m a n  w e n t  t o  t h e
r e e f  f i s h i n g  a n d  found  L i g o f a s  i n
the t u b .  H e  was t r y i n g  t o  c a r r y
the t u b  home when she  woke u p .
She went  w i t h  h i m  t o  h i s  house
and soon m a r r i e d  t h e  f i s h e r m a n .
They had c h i l d r e n :  t w o  boys  a n d
one g i r l .

The c h i l d r e n  grew up and  t h e y
began p l a y i n g  w i t h  o t h e r  c h i l d r e n
i n  t h e  v i l l a g e .  E v e r y  t i m e  t h e y
went p l a y i n g ,  t h e  o t h e r  c h i l d r e n
would s a i l  s m a l l  canoes o n  t h e
wa te r,  b u t  t h e  t w o  boys d i d  n o t
have a n y.  W h e n  t h e y  went  home
they t o l d  t h e i r  mother  a b o u t  i t ,
hoping t h e i r  mo the r  wou ld  a g r e e
to  g i v e  them t w o  s m a l l  canoes t o
p lay  w i t h ,  b u t  i n s t e a d  she  t o l d
them,"Qu i t  w o r r y i n g  because t h e r e
i s  n o  one who c a n  b u i l d  a  s m a l l
canoe f o r  y o u .  Y o u r  f a t h e r  has
d i e d . "

One d a y,  t h e y  went  w i t h  o t h e r
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c h i l d r e n  t o  p l a y  a n d  t h e  same
t h i n g  happened- - n o  canoe f o r  them.
When t h e y  r e t u r n e d  home, t h e y  b e -
came more unhappy.  T h e  n e x t  d a y,
she t o l d  them t o  t a k e  w i t h  them a
d igg ing  s t i c k  and  a  BUW, a  l o n g
sharpened spade- l i k e  s t i c k  used
i n  t h e  t a r o  p a t c h .  S o  when t h e
o the r  c h i l d r e n  s a i l e d  t h e i r  = I ces ,
they c o u l d  use  t h e  d i g g i n g  s t i c k
and t h e  BUW t o  s a i l  a s  canoes.
When t h e  o t h e r  c h i l d r e n  s a i l e d
t h e i r  canoes,  t h e  t w o  boys  s a i l e d
the BUWNand i t  w o u l d  smash i n t o
the M e s  o f  t h e  o t h e r  canoes.
Then t h e  o t h e r  c h i l d r e n  wou ld  g e t
mad and f i g h t  w i t h  t h e  two  b o y s ,
cu rs ing  them and t e l l i n g  them they
were u n f a i r  and  w i c k e d ,  because
t h e i r  mother.was a  g h o s t .  T h e y
got  even sadder  t h a n  b e f o r e .  Again,
they went  t o  t e l l  t h e i r  mother
about i t .  T h e i r  mo the r  t o l d  them
she wou ld  t h i n k  a b o u t  i t . T h e y  b e -
came more and  more s a d  e v e r y  d a y.
One day  t h e i r  mother  asked,  " S a y,
do y o u  want  t o  have y o u r  own c a n -
oe now t h a t  y o u  a r e  o l d e r ? "  T h e y
answered, " Ye s " .  T h e y  were s a d
because t h e y  had n o  canoe,  a n d
because o f  what  t h e  o t h e r  ch i ldren
had s a i d  about  t h e i r  mo the r.  S o ,
they asked h e r  i f  she  c o u l d  f i n d
a way t o  g e t  them a  r e a l  canoe.
They became i n t e r e s t e d  i n  h a v i n g
a l a r g e  and n i c e  canoe wh i ch  nobody
e lse  had  a t  t h a t  t i m e .

At t h i s  t i m e ,  t h e  peop le  o f
Gilman were f i g h t i n g  o v e r  t h e  t w o
BUY1UCH t r e e s ,  t r y i n g  t o  c l a i m
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them. L i g o f a s  t h e n  went  o v e r  and
t o l d  t h e  p e o p l e ,  "Remove t h e  trees
from t h e  g round  and i f  y o u  f i n d
two GIY p l a c e d  under  t h e  r o o t s
o f  th-J—trees, t h e n  y o u  w i l l  know
t h a t  t h e  t r e e s  a r e  m i n e . "

The p e o p l e  i n  Gi lman a l l  g a -
thered t o  w o r k ,  mov ing  t h e  t r e e s
from t h e i r  p l a c e s  and  a f t e r  t h e y
had been removed, t h e y  saw two
GIY, o n e  i n  each  h o l e .  T h e y
f n  b e l i e v e d  t h a t  L i g o f a s  was
t e l l i n g  t h e  t r u t h  and t h a t  s h e
owned t h e  t w o  t r e e s .

L igo fas  t o l d  h e r  t w o  boys  t o
go c u t  u p  t h e  t r e e s ,  ( t h e  t r u n k s
were used  f o r  t h e  canoes)  a n d
prepare them f o r  t h e i r  canoes.
She c a l l e d ,  a l l  t h e  p e o p l e  t o g e -
the r  t o  a s s i s t  t h e  boys  i n  c u t -
t i n g  u p  t h e  t r e e s  and  b u i l d i n g
the canoes.

The t r e e s  had  n u t s  ( s e e d s )  t o
p l a n t .  T h e n  L i g o f a s  t o l d  t h e
people who had  c o l l e c t e d  t h e
nuts t h a t  t h e y  shou ld  a l l  p a r t -
i c i p a t e  i n  h e l p i n g  h e r  boys
b u i l d  t h e i r  canoes.

Since L i g o f a s  was b o r n  and
ra i sed  i n  a  canoe-making f a m i l y
w i t h  h e r  b r o t h e r s ,  s h e  knew
exac t l y  how t o  b e g i n .  S h e  t h e n
began h e r  f i r s t  i n s t r u c t i o n  i n
canoe- b u i l d i n g  w i t h  t h o s e  p e o p l e .
She t a u g h t  h e r  t w o  boys  a n d  t h e
r e a l  p e o p l e  how t o  b u i l d  t h e
d i f f e r e n t  k i n d s  o f  canoes.  A n d
so t h a t  was t h e  h i s t o r y  o f  t h e
canoe and  how t h e  Yapese r i r s t
learned how t o  b u i l d  t h e  canoe.

. . - - - - - - - - - - " . . " . " " . . . . . " . . . . .  "Iil----.• •
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k’RIgRgsfkR*u2g-RlgR;kgRf*R*gIRIu'r

YOWL,
a dam fr011

Recorded b y  Fan ian  Bamngin

1. Yo b u n g  yobung t o y  t o y  met  y o m a t i  yokmo yokmo m i t i t  yokan  yaw yawe
f i r e  e t  p a g i  mpagiy  mawur w u r  t h i l e  m o t o y l i g  mateg t a  awur  w u r ;
atpopo m i t i t  mur  f a l i t  maremre n i  e g p a g t a k i  yokna epoywuy m a l l e p
em ebgun k a y i  mawi t h i k e  mow mow ma pongo pongo nukoko nomura k i -
ku nerwam m a d  m a t i  ma to to  t i d y  t o w  wate '  m a t o r  y o  t o p o r  y a p o ;
kaya k a y i  k i y o r  me c h a t h a l  me tawe  namry r a  k i y  r a k  kamoyra k o  a -
row y i  ratawoykum e r  r u  maraare c h o l  Po nguuy u y  f e r t e  e r e t  y a ;
tauwa e r i b s  s y a  nga eho wuuy;

2. L a n g  y o r u  meko th in  wan mare k i s o  n i w  n i w a  k i s o w  na n a g u w  no  nge
ragey s i c h  wurwur  nge namon p i n t e  nge r a g e y  t hebu  g i f i n e  I s e r n e w o
bagor ngo y a l o  t h i l i g  p e l e  l a y e  nga  m a r  t agew n o  t u w  n o  y a  ngay
t a t o r  n g i  l a  t o r t a  newo b u l u  y a r a  i s i c h u b a g o l  ne  molu t o w o  n g a
mar t a l u  g imen i nga mo l  paaemlu n g a  w a l  gagey  rewe n g a  s i f  cho
choye i s  r e f  cho  y a  ngaye t u w  no y a  t a w i n  w i n  maray t h e  b u n g u
t h i t h y o  g a l i f o  gach go  s a b r a  thagrawey b e l e y e  b u r  s o l  b i c h  chay
na math b i c h  chayna awur  wura  g a l e y  g a l o  wuuy yungus s u  u y  ngusay
y a . . . . ;

3. L i g i s  suwra  y i g i  yoba y o  maw l a y  maw l a y  l o b  o t a l e p  maw l a y  l o b o
t a l e p  maw l a y  b o l o  t u w  r u  t a r g a t h i  ma t a g u g u  ma t a l e y o  w a y i  w a y i
yo nga egapung maya go yabe  y a b e  yawuru ma l a t i l a  l a t i l a  y a l w a
ses f a l  m a g o y  sobyo s f a l w a  marab g a  pos f o y  l e l  mat  m a  g u r i r a l
ram tagugu  mogay tha lmo  g a y  s i g  r o  taman y a l  l o t a l a p  s i b l i g o  s a b -
l i  g o  w a r l a g  w a r l a g  mara y a l i  tama wu s i g o b a  s i g o b a  s i g o b e -
gobe yen  n i  mon ne  wona I  n a t i n a t  t a w u r  wu s i y a  pa  seya  ngo ro  aya
guro t o b u t o  paw l i  mal  n g i s  s i y a  pa  r a t h e  bugu t h e  maya l o  w a y i
go wa a s i g  r e t a p  ma nga i r  r a w  wey.

23



duc;.rAnCsWCbAsaY-.ahClhAfar

efwhf/ruulh 
 uWCGurC;ur;ACArACca-.hACpppCh.BuCWAzCrar.CcatgCA;atgACYuzBACYusuruCca-hGAC
ArACca-.hACh.BuCWArCrar.CcatgACBAtgAcACBaC-atgACcABaChGaC.BaCfarkGCr.WArC
hGACY.sAYAzCAgCgAACkWi

b.sACsazkGkCzaW.CYara;ArChGaCWaGCGaBarGkC,.r,.r.rCWaCtgaCBkzkCrkGkCr.hGCzAC
WaCtgaCBuzCrAhGCcark;CWaCcarC;krk;C.WACgguCkWi

SABCBkzkCcaGuWCrAhG.CWa,.r.CWaChGutgaCrkskrkCfarAWCrAhGCzaGa,uGuChGACr.G.mC
tgACBuCrur.CG.WuzCzkzaCGa,aGCrutgaCAWC;ucCkWCwa;.,ArCr.WAtguBuCYABaBuCzuG.C
ruhGCracuCr.WAW.C,aGACY.sAChGkzCzchauCsurAWAC,.r.WaC,uGuCWafa,aGCcA-ACr.caC
tgABChGACYkrACtgaCBuzuCr.ruCzkrahGChGuCcArkWai

euCr.cazuCWasACcazAraC,aGuCk,krkCcAYAr.CWahGCcAYAr.CfarACskrkWa.CskrkCcAWWC
WACzurur.CWurCrkzkhG.CcaBACzahGChGaCzaGaC,aG.CBurkCWatgACtguruCGazaC,krahGC
hGACW.,AW.BACrAcaCY.rkGkrkCfaraCtg.G.CY.skzG.CfatguCWuruChGuCr.WACr.WahGC
hGuCrWa;CWAzAG.CBArAcaC,aBCca,ururACfaurkCWatgCtgaChGuC.WACBkzkCcaCGarAhGC
hGuC.WACgguCkWi

SuzC,aGCBurACWuWCW.r.rufCf.rCWaruCpppCY.sA,ArCr.WaCG.r.WACrAcarCrarraCcaWC
W.rCrk;ACW.rCr.WaCzuCrahGCAzACtgACcuC.WuCY.sAf.rCr.faCcuCAzaCrABACkrACca,aC
hG.C,ahGCca,ChG.CrahGCBkrACruWkCtguC-azaCcarCAgCgAAC;ucCkBACYaru;CAgCgAAC
kWi

SuCccuruGCtg.WCtgutgCraWthGCrkC;ACf.,BArCcaztgACBkzAhGCrahGCWuCWkzkCr.rBazC
zkrCBaBkChGaCA,.WuC-azaCcarCzA;AWC,AsCBkrCzACGazkYCzAWCrAhGCzacCcarkzACAruC
rthGuzCzafaCr.G.CWacuCwkBuBraCGuWYArCr.hGacuC;khGC;khGCr.BaBCWACBkzkCG.ruC
skruCGaY.skzCfahACr.cACfaW.rCBaWrAhGChGuWCraCWahGACBACWAcuW.C;.zA,aGCWafarC
r.C,uGurCBatgCY.,.GACzkWACzahGACcazA;CBAWYArCY.sBArCcarACrkGrkCBurCca,aGumC
BaW.CYaruCWWAChGaWacCcaruGCtgkWCtgaCAgguCkWi

ykzCruGCGazarChGACBkzkzChGACr.BaBkCcAzAWCrAhGCWuWCWkzkCWarACcAzACrarupChGuC
,krCBArCca,uBCsAWACfaW.zaCcuCBkr.CrAhGCr.cazACWaBkrCr.zACrkBaCBkCcaWuGCrruC
c.r.WCtguCzasACfaWkzCcazCtgAC,krCca,auCr.hG.CsuBkrCWACr.BuBCc.YArCfarACskrC
ruCBkzkC,aGuruCBazACYAwCcArCrkGkrCrucaraCGuWGkrCY.sCYA.ChGaCcuCskhGCzAG.r.C
BaBCWACcatg.hGCtg.hGCruhGCcACr.GkCrAhGCraCzaC.ckrC,aCcazACtguCBkBaCr.WuzzmC
tgkkCcA,arCBAWCrAhGCzasChGkC,ara;ACGaz.Gaz.CG.ruhGCcACBaCWruCcaraCYaGaWAcaC
W.CWuzCY.faWCzaWahG.C-aY.GaCG.WCG.r.CY.sCYAzCfaCruhGChGarucCr.WCfarua;.WC
hGaWC,aGCBazAChGaWCWAcCBkzruCGazarChGaCW.WAoCBkrrCruCGazarChGaC.WACgguCkWi

rog zregfo
gYOW0L l l g X

Compiled b y  S e b a s t i a n  A n e f a l

the wultrey
1. G o y  gol palpe ele =atine n i w o  yer l a l i  mach epache sorwe sobolo natnge

ele matine niwo ye l  l a l i  nache wecheme wa tache newa nga iwa falug l i y e l
rige sibeser eh hee uy;

2. S i b e  barugu ray i  salapel nga yag gawalgu z i l z i l i l  ya cha wuru lugu l i n g  re
ya cha s r  leng malup ya mal pulup i ye  hho uy;

3. Yow—wuru magoy leng i  y a z i l i  ya ngocha lubulu fa ley leng ragazogo nge l i g i -
che wo l o l i  g iyor  rura gazag lacha ey pon uy kapizel liyechowo sewawo rog i
long ldno l i y e y i  7.nge sibe ngur rmmao boleye z i l i y a  zogo yafazag mete l ima
chew rige sule cha woro l i l a  rulang ngo neluya;

4. B o  limaro yábe marela zago uzulu nesel i  yang nesel i  f a l e  buluyai buluneyy
ye r o l o l i  yo l  lurungi  roue rang nga raga zagi wolu yache cholo gara zulang
rige yizeyiwe lema si lugulu fa la  ch ig i  s iburgi  facha yolo ngo l i y e  l i y a n g
ngo lyap yeregi welema zaw mazolole fao lu  yach cha ngo i ye  wuru ma ga leng
ngo iye  hho uy;

5. Y o r  zag wole yoy y i l i l o f  f i l  ya lo  s i b e z e l  l i y a  g i l i y e  lemal l a l l a  may
y i l  lupe y i l  l i y a  ro  lang ere che no i yo  s i b e f i l  l i f a  uo era lewe u le  maza
ngi zang roz ng i  lang wule loyu cho ta ra  mal eh bee pan uwe salop eh b e e
uy;

6. Y o  unclog chiy choch layang bu pe f izwel  marche wreng lang yo yuru l i l w a r
rulwawu nga eziyo ta ra  nal repay zeb wul re  garus rey leng ram malure e lo
longor rafa l i g i  yamo kuwowla goysel lingamo pung pung liwaw ye wuru g i l o
bulo gasibur fane l i n e  f a y i l  wayleng ngoy l a  yange we yemoyi pirezag ya fa l
i i  zogol wach siz ige ruye range marep weysel sibwel male lug lu  wol mazaga-
wayi salo yye ngayammalog chuy cha ehho uy;

7. Wu r  log garal rige wurur rige líwawu nerey leng yoy yuru yale sere lab o n g o
zu1 wel razow beye fay í ra  no wul i  leng limare yawul l i r e  luwa wu mayog lbo
r i l i y  cho rabe fayur mar che zu l  mazao l i n g i  bowul ye liwow nise i  f a l e  bu l
lo wuru zagolo ware sek mal lugu l  lamala goygul s ib  se l  nga no bung r e g i l i
waw ye madhing ching long re l i g u  leng l a  ra  mmal za mare cho wuwa l i y o r r -
chuu rezal way lang rab ngu zalape gar igar i  gi long me wa y lo mala sagayama
y i  yor s i fay  rayangi tasiga g iy  g i l i  s ib  ser f a  long ngalam l i y  f a l o a p i y
ngay zag ware ngay yam wurlo garal nga yiye, wu l l  l o  garal  nga iye hho uy;
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h 8 n4;8tM;w4wf9z8t4;4t81z8KYKz8Kw2z80;w8;Y3w5z8Kwt;M8,YKM5z81w;Y80;w8bwtKz8tY8
5w5480;w81wt8tw5z8Kwt;M81w6MtY;Yt80;M8KYt8Kwf9M8542481w;wt8tw1wtY85z80;w8
zK8,4184K8   82wpz8;w,Y6w80;w8tY;f58tYK4t80;w6z8;w,Y686wf9z81w2Yf98Kw2M8pz8
KY1wtz8542481w2wMt80;z85MKwtz80;wtY81w2z80;w3Yt8tM0;z8542486w;M81w3zt8bwt8
tz8p4tM8tYKYt81wK4t85w5480;w;83Y583wt,z8YKz8p9M84Km

e 8 sw1z8;z;81z3Y8Kw0;8,wtz85YtY5w8kz,Y6w80;z8t4;4Kw2M8f9ztY8bz0;80;z8tz;42w8z8
SY0;Y81wpw80;M80;z83w5z8KwtM;M854248tYKMt486w1w8KY81z18;M83wt,z8kwSw0;8pwK8
KY8Sw0;ztw8YSw0;8pwK8KY8bw;M5z83Ytz8Sf1tz8pwKz8tw0;M8t4;4t80;z8t4;4t8t4Kw28
2w5z80;w8KYt8;4tt4;z8Kw2tw8YSw0;8bw;M2wt80;M8pwKz8Sw0Y86w685z8Kwt486w685z8
Kwt486wf9z8tYKz8tYKM81w3z2w;Y8Kw1w86wtf9M8Kt;M80;wtz8bw5480;wtz81w;M80;w8z8
5wtM;8;MKY83Y6Yt8Kwbz0;z8w9M89M8K4m

uW 8 sM286w;85w54tz8tztM8bYtYK8Kztz81w5wK8Kztz0;8tYK8KwtwKYK8zK8pzSw0;Y83w23MKw8
;Y8tYKz86YtM8tw;w81w54t8;M8Sw1Yt8KM3M8tw,z81Yt5Mt8twY86w686wpz8KtM8bYtYKtw8
3wpz8KY1M854t4,YKz83Ypz8;wbYt81w2f9z86w54t5Mt8;w2w;z83Ypwt8,YK81w6wM5M80;w8
3Yp4tM8SM0;Y80;wtz8Kw54285zt8bw6wtz80;w1w;86Y5Mt8Kwt86w,wtz8t45zt81w28f9z8
0;w286M;8twK8f9z8w9M89M8K48 

iehtko iiy
u 8 iw6w68tzKY8KwKY5z8KwpM24;481w8twY8tw1M8tY83w2M81w6w68tzKw.8K48z.80;w8w8t4;48

1ztw.8K48z.81zf9zt8f9z,zt8tYf9M;8tY54t80;w84K84K.8z83w2z80;w8;MKYm

g 8 sM286w;8Kwf9w854tz83w6Yt8KMK42483wpz86wtz8bw6w0;w8f9w,YY86w;wt8Kwf9z854t81w8
twY8tYKzt8Kwf9z85w583w;wbz6w282KY3wtM83zpz8f9w80;w1w8tY0;Yz8Kwt4tY,z8KwbY6z8
54248tw0;M85Mt4Kwtz8pw54t81z8;w,Y68twf9Mt8twKw0;8KYtY80;Y81z2z8tw0;Y8Kw3wbw8
f9w86wtw8tz85wtY81wtM85wtYp4tM85wt48Kwtz8twKY8Kztz86Y;YKw8f9Ypzt81w8Kwt48Kw8
2w8Kw8542483Y1ztz0;80;z83Ypz6M;80;z83YKw85zK8Kwm

l 8 rYp40;81M2M8tY0;M8tz8tYbz8tzf9w8Kw;w8,Yt8tYKw1z2zt8546481wKM2M8f9w85wt4KwtY8
pz85z8Kw8tYpw;4t481z2z82w;w8p4tw81z2zf9w854t46w2M83wtY,zKz85wt48Kwf981z2z2z8
1wtYtz80;Y1wt8tz3YpY86w;M82wtz8tw3Y,Yt8Kw1z2zt8twK48tYKM82Mf9w8KM2M3M2M8pM8
6Y6Y8Kw8;MKYm

o 8 sM28f9w;81w2Y8f9MtKw0;8tY;w856w;8;Y2z81w22z2z;w,Y68tM;80;w38Kwf9w854283Ypz;8
;w3w;Yf98tM0;80;wtz8,wKYtY8Kw80;wf9z;8tY55ztY581w2f98KY2z8,wtM585ztY181w6wt8
tw1M86wtw2;YK80;z8KM2M3Y8pwSw2Y;z81w2zf982z8pw;w6w;48bw6wtz3z81w2tY1zK8tz0;8
0;z8KM542m

a 8 yMYSYKz8kMY8Sz1M8f9w8tMtzKz8pw24;4Kw82MSw1z8tztYKw82MSw1z83w2w8tM1Y82z3wtM;8
pw;w86w548KwtM80;ztz8tzf9w8tzf98tztz1z28bwf98tM1Y82z3wtw8tYkY8tYkY8tM,Y8tM8
,YK8Sw1z8Sw1z8tM1Y82z3wtw8t4,z8t4,z8tw8tMKY.8w9M89w.8K48z.8w9M89w.8K48z   m

c 8 sw1;Y1z8;Y1z82wf9z81wK8KYtz0;8tY81w3w6wtY81z8tw;45w81w5Mt8Kwt4;Mtw82wpzY85w8
SwtYKw80;w2w8bY6Y8;Yf9z5w83w;z8,Y6Y8;Yf9z5M81Y;Yt8Kw28tY58t4581w;t48;wtz1wt8
w81w;Yt8Kw83wb80;z81w;z81w;z8542m

8. Wug logauache lugul  me yiye yare nga gisawe yalgo piyowe magi nga fa lye i i
wawu nga mal lawe yalgo mazol igi l  ngo y i l  yacho wuru nogal lamal l  w e  nga
ey pum uy . . .  rabe gapiza nga l igan  l i y u l  ngaze gaplz zache maxlch yaro be
ylmale w u r u  raraol nge weyale ngal l  mare ngasi l  longe wuru zaga nosel f a l
le bulo l i y i l  mayul wuwu ngag siw salpe lye  hho uy;

9. ' lame geg mesi yang pale wi l iwa kepiza nge luguyaro ¿hell  feng nge legura e
t ing i  roba ngo nge sawe yalogo wuru l i yo lu  zama y i  mein go salpe katang bay
y i  tangela i tang bay y i  fagowe s u e  tamle baye lango lugul  nge lugul  luyar
rawe n g a  y i l  gulluge yarla i tang fagoral ngo baye tan i  zaz we yalu zaz we
yalu zache l i y e  l i y o  maseragi yama zalcho ylgo ngale fawu ngale mago nga e
walog goyi s i z i l  yafenge aho ho yu;

10. Y o r  zag wawule l e l o  f i l l y  ye le  maway yeleng u y  yalayly ey betangi sarsoya
gi l i y e  z i l o  laga rawul go tw i l l l  yoso lape milwol l a l  zaz zabe y lo  f i l l y l a
sabe yloo wuluplye sibe g a f i l  marche zawulwol garage s iba l  p iy  mazaowe nga
sibulo tongi  ngale yawur wel fazale ngamag ziwol  ya l  zapale luwel mar che
ngar zog lay  che aho ho yu .

8 M e  k o l t l y
1. Eazaz l e y i  yayiwe yaborugu ra l a l  lamp i i  sano rozaz leya, y u  e, nga a lugu

mala, yu  e, rechel  chepel l ichog l iwu l  nga uy uy, e  sare nga goyi;

2. Y o r  zag yacha uule saz i l  yoyuru sabe zale fazanga chapi l  zagal yache uul  ma
la l  l i y e l  yache wow sagafezar ry isa lo  sebe cha ngama l i ng ie  yalu l ipe yafize
wuru lango woluyale bawul re  gapiz lachol layang y i l i  ngi  rare lang i  yasafa
cha zala l e  u u l l  ra lo  walibulo walu yale l a y i  yele z ig iya chibel na yalu ya
ra ya wuru sireleng nge sibezog nge s iya way ya;

3. S ibung moro l ingo l e  l i f e  lecha yaga p i l  l iyamerel wueu mayor° ¿ha waluyali
be we ya l ibagu lu rere  raga bula rerecha uuluzaro salipeye walu yach rerere
ma l le  ngimal l e s i b i  zaga ra le  l a s i p i l  yamerel layu l i yo  rocha yorosoro b o
z iz i  ya goyi;

4. Y o r  chag marl cholyang l i g a  wzag g i re  rarreregaplz log ngas yacha wur sibeg
gasagich long ngale pay i l i  ya ngacheg liwweliw march y i re  palowwelimmazal
lallo zalargiy nge yorosi batarige rarech re bagazagu fazalese marlimey leng
nge yowur;

5. M o i t l y e  ko i  tern cha loleye baruguya rotame l e l i y a  rotalle sara lomi resalog
baga zawu yalo ngele lecha lech lelemer fach l o r i  resala l i k i  l í k i  l o p i  l o
ply tame talle l o r í  resala lupe lupe l a  l oy i ,  aho ha, y u  e, aho ha, y u  e . . . ;

6. Yamgime gime rache may yi leng i i  masazall re  laguwa nawol yalugola rabel wa
tal iya ngara f i z i  glchewa sage p i z i  gichewe udgi l  yar l i w  luw raglu galemal
a nagi l  ya saf  nge nap_e rage 1ur;
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r:v y89vwsnzvwsnS-vt8S0vt8S0vW-S-vLn;z8vLnvLkB-Lkvi890z0vi890z0vSnS8vWnLkLnvtnxv
ws-ws-vLk989;kvfSk48vi0S0vLnS8v9n48vfn;z-vSkzkws-v9-;z-v;z-vSktkR-vS0z0vtnSnv
SnznR-vRn9-vB0B0nv9-;z-vL-9i-vfnS-vi-vB0Bnv4kS8vL-9-i-vLkzkS8v9-i-dnW-vbk9-v
ws8vLkvunS8WvW-Snv9-i-vBnLkv1-S8v-9nvS8B0S-vRnz8vSkLvLnS0vtnS-9nvnf8984k;zxv
4k;zg

c:v p09vtnSS-vRn9zkvtn99-S-v4nzvL0vRkzk9vzk9kzv;znSvLnSvt0LvSnk9t8vBkSkv;znL-vB8v
SkvtkSkvLnS-vB00909v;z-vtnSnLvS-;zv;zn9nivznRkLvRnB0vtnLn9vSkBnvSktnv9ni-tnv
zkvSk;znvLnS-vSktnvSnvB0909vi-vznB0909vL-vB09v1n9vtnS-v;z-9-v4kL-vznt8v48S8v
i-kv4kSkvt8vznws0LvS-tn9kSvtnvBnLkSv;zkvi8B8SvLnS09vtnS-v98i8vB090vinS8vi8Sv
8vinSv8vLnB09vSnLS0vtnS-vS0z0tnS8vSktn4nB-vzkSkvtnSSntnvLkLvLnzvtnSSnvRn9zkv
tn9S8fnvSkL-vBkSkvLnznv9kzk9kzkv4nz-SvLkS8vtnSkvtnv;znvLnivzn1-vBnL-v;zninLv
Rn4nzvzkSkvt-9-vBn9kSvtnS89nS-vSkv;znvB090v;zntnSv4-4kvBnS-v9nws0z0vinws8Skv
LnSSkvzntnvS0z0SvSkfnS8vi0S8vB094kLvtn9ws-vBnLkvRnSnW-S-vLnB09g

h:v mnv4kSkSvz0z09-vtnwsnLvRnS8SvtnLntv9898v:::vi090zvLk1k;v;k;k;vtn9898vL-S-tkv
RkvLk1S-SvLnB0vtnvS09-B-v4nfnt-v9nLkvt8LSnvtn9ws-v;z-S-vB-Sv;zkvLnB0vtnvLnBv
B0vtnvS09-B-vL8S0vLnB0vL8S09v;zkvLnSL-vfnwskvt8B8LkvRnS8SvL-9-vtkLkS-;zvLnBv
B09v9kS-SvSkLkvt-SvtnwsnLvR8S8Svg

.7:v y89wsnzvtn9kvW8Lv9w;zvznS8vtk9nW-vW8LvLkS8v9nws0tnz8v9nznfkSvS-vB8S0vLnS-Wv
WnLkS8v9nws0vtnz8v;znt8vws09-LkvRnS8v9kt8vws0tkzkv;znS8v9ni-vRnS8vzn4kvzkSv
S-vtnL0Svz0SvSk9-vLn1nvz0S0z0S0vS8;znt8vd0S-;znvSktn9-v;znvRkBnS8WnvS8;zv
;z8vL0SkvL898wsnvL898vR898vi84k4kvSnt8SkvfnS-vBn4kL-vtnLki-v4kSkvfn4nvnk4kv
Skvt-9-9v9-WnS-vBnS-vfn9i-v4k4kLvLnz8Lkg

..:v u090t-zvt-zvzkSn;z8vSkB-S-v48Skz0Ln9vR09Rkz-vtnzkS8;znvRkf-4-vLnS-vLnS0vt-v
9-vznB-v9kSz-vB89ktnSnv;znvznt-9v9SkL8vznSktnS-v98RnS0z-S0vS0R-9-vzkvinL-Lv
LnvW8S8LkvSnW-vinRnf-SvL-vzn4kvWnS-vRnznSvS0z-vBn9kvtnS-v;znvznt-9-v9-LkRnv
S8vzn4kvtnznSvSkL-v4kzkv;znvRkfk4vt-vBnLkvdk;zkvin4nv1nznwsvtn4-znLkvLn;txv
tn9B-LvLnivi0SnvtnS0Wv1nznws-vS-vS0z0SvLn89vznR090SvB090vtnS-v4nt-9vSkt-9nv
LkRkWnv;z-vt-vLnkLkvRkWng

. :v lnSnvBn90v9-LR8S8v9nS-v9ntzkvSnLnvL-LnLkvin;znv;z0z-vBn9kvtnS-vLnR0vB-SkLxv
WkLnvwskzkvR-4nWntvtn;zkvtn;zkvfnfnLvLnt-v9nkvRnS8v9ntv;zkvtnS8vLnS0vLnwsnv
B0-Svznivin;z0vRn98tvnLnvfnwsvWnv4nSki0SnvBn0vLkSz-vBn9kvtnS-vS0z0S0W-LkBnv
L-v1ni0Rvf09vzn9v4n9kv4nz-v9ntv;z0vznR-vBnS0vLnws8vLnf-4nnt-vS0z0vLn98vR09v
90Rkz-vtnzkvS-;znvSnwskivznS8vLn90vLn9nv9n;znRvR89nvznWk4nws-vSnLnws0L-vfnv
Rki0Snv4n0fnB-vSktnvSnLkvRn1nvfnws8S8vLnS0vtnS-vRnfkSk4-vBnS0vLnS-vtnLkSSkv
znRf-vLn;zkvRkfkSk4kvt-9-vt-tkvtn;z0wsv1nSSkvLn98vint-9nS8vLnS0vtnS-vRki-Sv
4kLnvBnLkvR8S8vR090vSkLvzni-;z0v4kLv;znLntvt898vSkBnBvB0vkL-vs8v0Lg

.Y:v e8LvB-9vWkzk9kvznWk4vB0SvLn98vtn;z0wsvRkB90-kv;z0wsvt-zn4kBvSkBvS8SSk4-vznv
Lkiv9nS-vzni0;zvLnws8vB090v1Lkzvznkvfn4nSkzvtnL8zv4kLnSvSnt8vB0S09vfk4kz-4v
4kSkSvzn9zkLvtn4S8vB090v;znLnzvin;z0vtnLnL090v;zntvS0zkLv1nktkSv9nR0v9nffnv
R8zkwsvzniv4k9-wsv1k9-v;zkSkLvS8SLnkvzni4kLv9kfn9-v9nkRnS8zvLnt-SvSkf-SvSkv
z0kvLn98vtnSSk48SvS0z0vtnS-v9ntnws0S0z-vin;z0vt-9-v;zn9nivin;z8vBnS0vLnS-zv
z0ws8SvtnB-v98;z0vznR-vtnLkSvSkz09vS8Lki0SnvwskSkfv;z-S-vBn9kvtnS-v90B-9tnv
z-vBn9kvtnS-v9nfk4kz-v4kSkSvznSLkwsvwski-SvSkt8vB0S09vS-vzni0;zvLn90SvS09-v
Rk4kzvznS8vS0zvz09-;zv;zn-kvB0Sk9-v4k4-kvwsnzvLn9S0vtnSkvRnin4nvSk4nz-vB0Sv
1n8SvSnSkvtn98vi0SvB0SvLnws-vtnS0zvL89vLn4v9kws-vtnS0WvS0Wvt-vz0ws0Sv;znR-v
Lk4kzv9ntSkv409ki8vzkRkLvLn9nwskz0v4nz-vB0wsvtnws0-SvLn9nvtn;z0wsvLn4kS0BBv
9-S8;zkSv9-1-Lnzv9nWkRvRnS8Wv9ni-4-9v;z-S-Sv;zkSv9ni-B89vLnwsnvLkLvLnS-S4kv
W-Svt-9-RkWnv;znLnvSnznvtk9-RvkWng

.o:v yn9nvS0zvz0vtnLn9nvWnS-vtnL89v;z8RvB0v9vnRvnS8;zvt-vS0Svt-v9nLkv9kRkvi0;zS0zv
f-vLn;z8vLn9vSkz0vBnBnL-vzni0;zvSn;z8vSkt-B8vSnLnL-vwsnvLn4nLvS0tn9-vSk;z8v
S-vWkL-vSk;z8v;znR-v;znSkv;znSk;zkv;zn9i-vik4L0v;zn9i-v4kLvRnSW-vL89S-;zk:
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7. Y o r  chag chale nolu molu pele yango ya yiweyi borugu borugu lab o payiya ma-
cheche yiromi f l i z o  bu lu  yalo raza fange l ig idhe range nge l imise lugu mala
lagase sare wuwua renge yerbe fa le  be wuwa z i l o  yerebe y i g i l o  rebekape d i re
cha y i  salop pela rebe wayi t e la  era lowule sago U y  yalu malera aforozing-
zing;

8. W I =  malle sargi  marrele zag yu s i g i r  g i r i g  ngal ya l  nily larno w i l l  ngaye wo
i i  m i l i  yale wuurur nge nalay leng ngarab gasiy sawu mayar l iwa l ima rabema
gi l inga yale l ima l a  wurur be gawurur ye wur t a r  male ngere ziye gamo zolo
bei z i l i  no gadhuy lemar i l  na wayi l  ng i  bowol ya lur  male robo wuru balo bol
o bal  o yawur l ay lu  male lugumalo limazawe g i l l  nallame y i y  yag walla sargi
marlofa l i y e  w i l i  yaga r i g i r i g i  zagel y i l o  n a l i  we nga yab gate waye ngabay
sazag g i l l  mare war i l  nalorale l i  nga wuru ngamal zezi  wale radhugu badholi
y a l l i  gama lugul  l i f a l o  bulo wurziy marche wayi salapele yawur;

9. R a  z i l i l  gugure nachay salo l  mayam raro b u r u g  y i t i n  n in in mararo yelemi
s i  y i t l e l  yawu na lurewe zafame r a y i  moyla marche ngele wel ngi  yawu ma yaw
wu ma lurewe yolu yawu yolur ngi  yalye fadhi nownyi sa lo l  yere n iy i leng yaw
wur n i e l  l i y i  mal machay so l o l ;

10. Yordhag maxi poy rang galo nirape pay y i l o  radhumago raga f i l  l e  wolu yalep
payilo radhu mago ngamo dhureyi salo rimo dhumigi ngalo rábe salo gazi  g i l
le mayul gul  l i r e  yata guIugulu longamo kulenga limare nga siwalopa l o n g
ngo y u l i  yorodha yoro soro boziz i  lamol i  fa le  waziye mayibe z i l i  faza a i z i
i i  nerer repale wale farbe z i z i y  yagayi;

11. Surumeg meg gilango l iwele zoliguyar sursige magilonga sifeze yale yalu we
re gawe r u g e  worimala nga gamer r l i y o  galtmale rosalugelu lusere g i  bayey
ya poloyi lape basafel ye gazi pale sagal luge wan i male nga gamere reyisa
lo gazi nagal l i y e  z i g i  nga s i f i z  ne  wayi k ing i  baza tagadh mozegayi yalm-
marwey yáb bula malup tagadhe l e  lugul  yaor gasurul wuru male zamer l imera
yisipa nge me ya i y i  sipa;

12. R a l a  warn reysolo ra le  ramgi laya yeyayi banga nguge wan i male yasu wel iy-
piya dhigi  sezapam mangi nangi fa fay yame r a i  salo ram ngi malo yalu yadha
wuel gal) bangu sarom aya fadh pa zalrbula wau y i lge wan i male lugulupeyiwa
ye tabus f u r  gar za r i  zage ram ngu gase walu yadho yafezaame lugu yaro sur
rusige magi lenga ladhib galo yarn yara rangas sora gapizadhe layadhuye f a
sibula zaufawe l ima l ay i  sata fadholo yalu male sa f i l i ze  walu yale may i l l i
gasfe yangi s i f i l i z i  mere neni manguch t a l l  yaro bameralo yalu male s ibe l
ziya wayi solo suru u y  gabengu z i y  ngayam moro liwawwu Lye ho uy;

13. L o y  wer p i g i r i  gapiz wul yaro manguch siwruei ngudh negaziw l iw  l o l l i z e  ga
yib ra le  gábung yadho wuru t y i g  ga l  fazal ig  mayog z i ya l  lciitu wulur f i z igez
z i l i l  gargiy mazlo wuru ngayag bangu mayayuru ngam lug iy  ta imi l  rasu r a f f a
sogich gab ziredh t i r e  n g i l i y  l o l y a i  gabziy r i f a re  raisalog yamel l i f e l  l i
gui yaro mal l izo l  lugu male ramadhuluge bangu mere ngarab bango walu yaleg
gudholnawe rongu gase mayil l i g u r  loyibula d h i l i f  ngele wan i male ruwerma
ge wan i male ra f i z ige  z i l i l  galyidh dhibel l imo wulur l e  gábung yarul  l u re
sizig galo lug gureng ngaei wul i re z i ze i  dhag yar lu  na l i  sábaza l izage wul
taol l a l i  naro bu l  wul yadhe malug yor yaz r iche malup lup we gudhul ngase
yiz ig ramli  zuribo g i s i y  yaradhigu zage wudh madhuel yara manguch yaziluww
relongi l  reteyag rapis salop rabezer ngelel n g i l  rabewor yadha y i y  ya le lz i
pel meresipa ngaya inga miresipa;

14. Ya n a  lug gu mayara pale mayor ngos wu rasalong me l u l  me ray i  n i s i  bunglug
fe yango yar l i g u  wawaye gábung lango límewo layaye cha yazay lumare l ingo
le piye l ingo ngase ngal i  ngal ingi  ngarbe bizyu ngarbe z i y  salpe yorlengi.
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WYAAMO

bfc;wnT.CG4CynwShGTksCEw;ksT4

pmC aT2CgfCAwC4wYToCugChCATYCuTYCuw4hCkh4C1s34C1s34CchkshYTChACrhn34C
gfC;w;wCchA2hG3nChsfC34d

imC  mCchCY323CchCnTnfCnfrfnC4fCrhugfCAwGTCgfCY32TCnTugTCr2h4TCY323C
2TCnhcTC2TChY3CnTY3nhCTkswnwCgh;hksT2C2hn3gTCnfugfCnTCTrwks3cTC
2Tuw3cCnh1sfCn3YTC23;wg3C2TC;wg3C2TCrwksTCrwks3CnfugfCnTCnTcgfC
nTug3CnTCrfnGTC4hrhugCwCgh;hksCgh;hksC2hnwugCughCTnhYfCnwg3n2hC
cTCgwcw2Cgwcw2CYfnCAh2fgCughC2hCrwkswCwC4f23Cch2ChCcTCYh4wCAhnTC
;TnTCguh2hGCwC4hACAhrfnC4hnCnwghGC2fnCchkshYTCughCTCchY4,C4h1shC
1sTChc3Cnwch2TC2hnwugCmmmChsfC34oChsfC34oCugfCA34C4hd

lmC tfCccf232CYfY3Cch2hnTugC4fYCh4fcCcfYCYfY3Cch2hnTugC4fC34oC34oC
34d

emC zf2fCksfgTCcfgfCcT2C2hC323C23CkshgfCYhY3CcTATCnTgTkwYCY3CYh;hnC
h4C4wCGhcTCuwYfCnTrhn34TCghkswCGhCrhY32hCksw;f1sC1shChug34Ch4hC
rh1sw4hC1shCchCrhCugwnfCnw4fC4fnfCchkshYCYfCugf4C4fC;wkCkfrfnwC
4hnCnfCugfCw4C4TCmmmCwk4CoCwYoC34oCwYoCwYoC34m

oo we o o
eJ

Compiled b y  E l i z a b e t h  G i p t h e y

1. T e r g o s i  y i w e ,  n g a  sew new n i y a  t a y  chuy  c h u y  mathawe a s  f a l u y
go p i p i  masrabu l  aho  u y ;

2. A .  m a  wuru ma l e l o  l o f o l  y o  f a n g o  s i b e  go  wure  l e n g e  baye  wuru
re lame r e  awu l e w u l a  e t h i l i  gapa the r  r a l u g e  l o n g o  l e  e f i t h u m e
renium l a c h o  l u w e  r u p i g u  r e  p i g u  r e  f i t h e  f i t h u  l o n g o  l e  lemgo
lengu l e  f o l b e  ya fang  i  gapa th  gapa th  r a l i n g  nga e lawo l i g u l r a
me g i m i r  g i m i r  w o l  s a r o g  nga  r a  f i t h i  í  y o r u  mara me w a y i  s a l e
pele gnarab i  yas  s a f o l  y a l  l i g a b  r o l  mathawe nga e  maw » y a t h a
che amu l i m a r e  r a l i n g  a h o  u y,  a h o  u y,  n g o  s u y  y a ;

3. Y o  mmorur wowu maraleng yow ayom mow wowu mara leng y o  u y,  u y ,
uy;

4. S o r o  t h o g e  mogo mer r a  u r u  r u  t hago  wawu mese l e g e t i w  wu wapa l
ay y i  bame n i w o  l e f a l u y e  g a t h i  b a  f awu ra  t h i p o c h  cha  anguy aya
fach i ya  cha  ma f a  n g i l o  l i y o  y o l o  mathaw wo ngoy  yo  p i t  t o f o l i
y a l  l o  ngo  i y  y e  . . .  i sq  , i w ,  u y ,  i w ,  i w ,  u y .
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sciTMIla 
hLIaSE 

oEIdTaIx
elntdxT ISl

nqB'I eI sBOmk u&Y&,
ldBqBk eI sBOmk uy S nTe&kqm&, b,Tc&Y

PdT &AATWqTf BWm,mB, &xB,p 
IBO,p -BxT, Bc .&W mk qd&q qdT 
kxBBqdTkq &,f xBkq TMBqmA kAT,q 
ABxTk c'Bx & kx&YY -dmqT cYB-T'o 
YBA&YYI A&YYTf Lsbh x&fT m,qB 
YTmk B' gOkq m, qdTm' d&m'y 
PdTkT cYB-T'k ABxT c'Bx & d&'f 
kqTxxTf q'TT -dmAd mk xBkqYI 
cBO,f B, eT&AdTk B' kdB'Tk &'BO,f 
qdT mkY&,fy Pdmk mk,tq qdT B,YI 
wm,f Bc cYB-T' cBO,f B, .&Wy PdT'T 
&'T YBqk Bc cYB-T'k B, qdT mkY&,f 
eOq ,Bq B,T Bc qdTx ABOYf eT&q 
qdT O,mjOT c'&p'&,AT Bc qdT Lsbhy 
a,T k,mcc -mYY gOkq q&wT IBO 
kq'&mpdq qB l&'&fmkT -dT'T & d&,fr
kBxT pOI B' eT&OqmcOY pm'Y mk 
-&mqm,p gOkq cB' IBOy

PdT Lsbh B'mpm,&qTf c'Bx lOYOr 
-&qo P'Owo B,T Bc qdT kmM fmkqr
'mAqk m, FmA'B,Tkm&tk mkY&,fky iq 
mk k&mf qd&q & ­T'I YB,p qmxT &pBo 
& .&WTkT -Bx&, k&mYTf qB lOYO-&q 
-mqd kBxT xT, &,f kq&ITf qdT'Ty

Tb. iflogi
Exotic

geontad
bland Isis

Story  b y  L o u i s  F a l a n
Photos b y  L o u i s  F.  &  Sebas t i an  A n e f a l
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The accep ted  o p i n i o n  among
young women o f  Yap i s  t h a t  t h e
smoothest a n d  most  e x o t i c  s c e n t
comes f r o m  a  s m a l l  w h i t e  f l o w e r ,
l o c a l l y  c a l l e d  BLAW made i n t o
l e i s  o r  j u s t  i n  t h e i r  h a i r .
These f l o w e r s  come f r o m  a  h a r d
stemmed t r e e  w h i c h  i s  m o s t l y
found o n  beaches o r  sho res  around
the i s l a n d .  T h i s i s n ' t t h e o n l y
k i n d  o f  f l o w e r  f o u n d  on  Yap .  T h e r e
are l o t s  o f  f l o w e r s  o n  t h e  i s l a n d
but  n o t  one  o f  them c o u l d  b e a t
the un ique  f r a g r a n c e  o f  t h e  BLAW.
One s n i f f  w i l l  j u s t  t a k e  y o u
s t r a i g h t  t o  P a r a d i s e  where a  hand-
some g u y  o r  b e a u t i f u l  g i r l  i s
w a i t i n g  j u s t  f o r  you .

The BLAW o r i g i n a t e d  f r o m  P u l u -
wat ,  T r u k ,  o n e  o f  t h e  s i x  d i s t -
r i c t s  i n  M i c r o n e s i a ' s  i s l a n d s .  I t
i s  s a i d  t h a t  a  v e r y  l o n g  t i m e  ago,
a Yapese woman s a i l e d  t o  Pu luwa t
w i t h  s o m e  men and  s t a y e d  t h e r e .
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w,A;WvpA’pP;A•PA,LpAvf--WpYAfPYA
y•-pAkLWxY-pPmAwAgp’ASpf-,Axf;p-A
•PpA•gA;LpW-AkLWxY-pPA’pP;AyfkuA
;•A.fTAy-WPBWPBA’W;LALp-A,•vpA
nrwlmAa;A’f,A;LpAgW-,;A;WvpAnrwlA
’f,mAWP;-•YjkpYA;•A;LpAW,xfPYA•gA
.fTmAnpWPB­zp-SAvjkLAfggpk;pYAySA
xWgpA•PATjxj’f;A,LpAWP;-•YjkpYA
B-pf;AWPgxjpPkpA•gAdjxj’f;A'Akj,;•v,A
;•A;LpA.fTp,p

cLpA’•vpPAfPYAp,TpkWfxxSABW-x,A
•PAdjxj’f;A’p-pmzp-SApf,SAB•WPBiA
Tp•TxpmArWgpA’f,A,•Apf,StA;LpA
Tp•TxpA;Lp-pA’p-pAuP•’PAg•-A;LpW-A
ypfj;SAWPA’pf-WPBAxpW,mAwxv•,;A
pzp-Sy•YSAxWup,A;•A’pf-Agx•’p-,mA
aPA;LpAv•-PWPBAfg;p-Ay-pfugf,;A
;LpA’•vpPAefPYA;LpAkLWxY-pPA’WxxA
LpfYAg•-A;LpAypfkLmAcLp-pA;LpSA
’•jxYAvfupA;Lpv,pxzp,Ak•vg•-;fyxpA
fPYApPI•SA;LpAk••xAy-pp"pA•gA;LpA
•kpfPmAnj;Av•,;i•gA;LpW-A;WvpAW,A
,TpP;A•PAgxfuWPBAxpW,Ap,TpkWfxxSA
;LpAnrwlA’LWkLAW,Azp-SAT•Tjxf-A•PA
;LpAW,xfPYmAmArWgpA’•jxYAB•A•PA
xWupA;LW,Apzp-SAYfSmAcLf;AW,A;LpA
’fSA;LpAnrwlAB•;A;•A.fTm

mAmcLp-pAf-pA,pzp-fxA’fS,A;•AvfupA
xpW,Ag-•vAnrwlmAwAx•PBA;WvpAfB•tA
Tp•TxpAYWYAP•;Aj,pA,;-WPB,A;•A
vfupAnrwltAjP;WxA;LpAf--WzfxA•gA
;LpATfPYfPj,AF;-ppmAcLpAxpfzp,A•gA
;LpATfPYfPj,A;-ppAvfupAzp-SAB••YA
,;-WPB,A;•AvfupAxpW,mAcLpATfPi
YfPj,A;-ppAT-•yfyxSAkfvpAg-•vA
bfWTfPtAy-•jBL;AySA,•vpAbfWTfPp,pA
’L•Aj,pYA;•AxWzpA•PA;LpAW,xfPYA•gA
.fTeAcLpATfPYfPj,AkfPAypAg•jPYA
v•,;xSA•PA;LpALWxxSA,WYpA•gA;LpA
W,xfPYm

c•AvfupAxpW,tA.fTp,pAvWBL;A
LfzpA;•Aj,pAskL•S APWAbfWTfP”A•-A
;LpATfPYfPj,Ag-•vAbfWTfPAf,A;LpA
yp,;AuWPYA•gA,;-WPB,Ayp,WYpA;LpA
LWyW,kj,mAcLpATfPYfPj,AW,Aj,pYA
•PxSAfg;p-AW;AW,Ay-•’PmAcLpA
xpfzp,Af-pA,xWkpYAWP;•AxW;;xpA
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As t i m e  went  o n  she  mar r i ed  and
bore c h i l d r e n .  A  f e w  years  l a t e r
one o f  t h e i r  c h i l d r e n  went  back
to Yap b r i n g i n g  w i t h  h e r  some
BLAW. I t  was t h e  f i r s t  t i m e  BLAW
was, i n t r o d u c e d  t o  t h e  i s l a n d  o f
Yap. B e i n g , v e r y  much a f f e c t e d  b y
l i f e  onsPuluwat she  i n t r o d u c e d
great  i n f l u e n c e  o f  Puluwat.cuslmns
to t h e  Yapese.

The women and e s p e c i a l l y  g i r l s
on Puluwat  were v e r y  easy g o i n g .
people. L i f e  was s o  easy,  t h e
people t h e r e  were known f o r  t h e i r
beauty i n  wear ing  l e i s .  A l m o s t
everybody l i k e s  t o  wear  f l o w e r s .
In t h e  morning a f t e r  b r e a k f a s t
the women :and t h e  c h i l d r e n  w i l l
head f o r  t h e  beach.  T h e r e  t h e y
would make themselves comfo r t ab le
and e n j o y  t h e  c o o l  b reeze o f  t h e
ocean. B u t  most  o f  t h e i r  t i m e  i s
spent o n  bak ing  l e i s  e s p e c i a l l y
the BLAW which i s  v e r y  popu la r  o n
the 171-5nd. L i f e  wou ld  go on
l i k e  t h i s  e v e r y  d a y.  T h a t  i s  t h e
way t h e  BLAW g o t  t o  Yap.

There a r e  s e v e r a l  ways t o  make
l e i s  f r o m  BLAW. A  l o n g  t i m e  ago ,
people d i d  n o t  use  s t r i n g s  t o
make BLAW, u n t i l  t h e  a r r i v a l  o f
the pandanus t r e e .  T h e  l eaves  o f
the pandanus t r e e  make v e r y  good
s t r i n g s  t o  make l e i s .  T h e  pan-
danus t r e e  p r o b a b l y  came f r o m
Saipan, b r o u g h t  b y  some Saipanese
who used to  l i v e  on  t h e  i s l a n d  o f
Yap. T h e  pandanus c a n  be f ound
most ly  on  t h e  h i l l y  s i d e  o f  t h e
i s l a n d .

To make l e i s ,  Yapese m igh t
have t o  use " c h o y '  n i  Sa ipan"  o r
the pandanus f r o m  Saipan as t h e
best  k i n d  o f  s t r i n g s  bes ide  t h e
h ib i scus .  T h e  pandanus i s  used
on ly  a f t e r  i t  i s  brown.  T h e
leaves a r e  s l i c e d  i n t o  l i t t l e
s t r i n g s .  S o m e  peop le  would  use
f o u r  o r  two  s t r i n g s  t o  make t h e
l e i s .  I t  depends o n  how l ong  and
t h i c k  t h e  l e i s  a r e  g o i n g  t o  be .
A l e i  i s  abou t  t w o  f e e t  i n  d i a -
meter o r  s m a l l e r.

The h i b i s c u s  makes v e r y  f i n e
s t r i n g s  and i s  good t o  use  t o
make l e i s .  F i r s t  you  have t o  go
and c u t  some good h i s b i s c u s  b r a n -
ches. T h e  o u t e r  c o v e r i n g  o f  t h e
branches i s  t a k e n  o f f  and  t h e
ins ide  i s  used.  B u t  b e f o r e  i t  i s
used, i t  i s  p u t  under  t h e  s a l t
water f o r  seven days b e f o r e  i t  i s
ready f o r  s e r v i c e .

I t  i s  s a i d  t h a t  one d a y  a  g i r l
from G a g i l  wen t  t o  t h e  w a t e r  f o r
a swim. I t  was when she  g o t  t o
the beach t h a t  she sme l l ed  some-
th ing  v e r y  sweet .  T h a t  i s  how
BLAW was f o u n d  i n  G a g i l .  T h e  g i r l
gathered most o f  t h e  BLAW and
took i t  home t o  make 17I.1-. S o o n
the news o f  t h i s  k i n d  o f  f l o w e r s
spread, a n d  i t  came t o  be  v e r y
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popu la r.  P e o p l e  f r o m  G a g i l  w o u l d
go down t o  t h e  beach b e f o r e  s u n -
r i s e  t o  make l e i s  o f  t h e  BLAW.

In  some v i l l a g e s  where t h e r e
are n o t  v e r y  many BLAW t r e e s ,  t h e
g i r l s  w i l l  t r y  t o  g e t  up  a s  e a r l y
as t h e y  can  t o  g e t  t h e  f l o w e r s
before t h e  o t h e r s .  I f  you  g e t
there  f i r s t  y o u  w i l l  g e t  most  o f
the f l o w e r s  b e f o r e  t h e  o t h e r s
can come. T h o s e  who a r e  l a t e
w i l l  r e c e i v e  t h e  l e a s t  and  i f
they  a r e  n o t  s a t i s f i e d  t h e y  w i l l
c l imb t h e  BLAW t r e e  and  shake i t
so more o f  t h e  f l o w e r s  w i l l  f a l l
down. T h i s  i s  n o t  a  v e r y  s m a r t
t h i n g  t o  do  because i t  can  e n -
danger t h e  h e a l t h  o f  t h e  BLAW
t r e e  and  i t  w i l l  n o t  p roduce

more f l o w e r s .  B u t  n e v e r t h e l e s s ,
i f  you  d o  n o t  g e t  enough,  y o u  do
t h a t .

Whether t h e  BLAW i s  p l a n t e d
or g rew  w i l d  on  t h e  i s l a n d  any
one f r o m  a n o t h e r  v i l l a g e  c a n
come and  p i c k  i t .  T h o u g h  i t  i s
no t  a  r u l e  t o  be  f o l l o w e d  w i t h
o ther  k i n d s  o f  t r e e s  i t  may b e
t h a t  i t  i s  l e g a l  w i t h  BLAW b e -
cause o f  g e n e r o s i t y.  54757Jns o f
g i r l s  f r o m  2  o r  3  v i l l a g e s  w i l l
ga ther  a t  t i m e s  u n d e r  one  t r e e
to  make l e i s .

There i s  a l s o  a  p o s s i b i l i t y
t h a t  BLAW was c a r r i e d  t o  Yap b y
ocean c u r r e n t s .  G a m a n r u w,  a n
o ld  man f r o m  Gi tam r e l a t e d ,  " A
long t i m e  ago  t h e r e  was n o  such
f l o w e r  a s  B l a w  i n  Yap.  T h e  o n l y
f l o w e r  t h a t  s m e l l e d  good was t h e
miong o r  g o b " .  A  GOB has  l e a v e s
s i m i l a r  t o  a  pa lm t r e e ,  b u t  much
sma l l e r.  I t  i s  a  k i n d  o f  f e r n .
Two l e a v e s  a r e  a t t a c h e d  t o g e t h e r
and worn  a round  t h e  n e c k .  G O B
can b e  f o u n d  a l l  o v e r  Yap ,  m o s t -
l y  i n  t h e  t h i c k  f o r e s t .

I t  i s  s a i d  t h a t  d u r i n g  t h e
e a r l y  d i s c o v e r y  o f  t h e  BLAW, i t
was n o t  s o  p o p u l a r  a s  i t  i s
today.  T h e  g r e a t  change t h a t
led t o  t h e  p o p u l a r i t y  o f  t h e
f l o w e r  was  caused b y  t h e  p e o p l e
o f  Ngu lu .  N g u l u  i s  a  s m a l l
a t o l l  a b o u t  80  m i l e s  t o  t h e
south o f  Yap .  I t  h a d  a  p o p u l a -
t i o n  o f  100  peop le .

Every now and  t h e n  t h e  i n h a -
b i t a n t s  o f  t h i s  i s l a n d  wou ld
per form a  dance f o r  t h e  Yapese.
So i t  happened t h a t  BLAW was d i s -
covered i n  Ngu lu ,  a f t e r  i t  was i n
Yap. D u r i n g  one s p e c i a l  o c c a s i o n ,
c a l l e d  " m i t - m i t " ,  whe re  t h e  peop le
o f  Ngu lu  pe r fo rmed  a  dance ,  a l m o s t
everybody was w e a r i n g  BLAW. Because
the BLAW t h e y  used were f r o m  Yap,
the p e o p l e  o f  Yap soon  r e a l i z e d
how i m p o r t a n t  t h e  BLAW was t o
them. F r o m  t h e n  ol.71—EFe p e o p l e
used BLAW n o t  o n l y  t o  dance b u t
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Bra id i ng  t h e  l e i s  t a k e s  p a t i e n c e

they wore  i t  i n  eve ryday  l i f e  j u s t
to  have  t h a t  b e a u t i f u l  s m e l l  around
them.

I t  i s  s a i d  t h a t  t h e r e  i s  m i l l i ng
very  i m p o r t a n t  a b o u t  t h i s  BLAW,
except i n  danc ing  o r  i n  med ic ine .
But now i t  i s  more u s e f u l  in tped-
i c i n e  t h a n  i n  wear ing .  I t  i s  used
i n  med ic i ne  t h i s  way.  T h e  f l o w e r
i s  t a k e n  f r o m  i t  and  mixed  w i t h
o the r  k i n d s  o f  p l a n t s .  T h e  l e a v e s
and t h e  b a r k  a r e  used  i n  t h e  same
way a s  t h e  f l o w e r  b y  m i x i n g  w i t h
o the r  k i n d s  o f  p l a n t s  a n d  l i q u i d s
l i k e  c o c o n u t  o i l .  B e c a u s e  i t  i s
used i n  many ways t o  c u r e  s i c k n e s s
i t  appears  t h a t  BLAW i s  one  o f  t h e
most u s e f u l  med ic ines  t o  t h e  Yapese
people.

Here i s  a  l egend  r e l a t e d  b y  M r.
Gamanruw. A  l o n g  t i m e  ago  i n  t h e
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m u n i c i p a l i t y  o f  Map i n  t h e  v i l l a g e
o f  Choo l ,  a  man went  t o  s l e e p  one
n i g h t .  I n  t h e  m i d d l e  o f  t h e  n i g h t
he dreamed a b o u t  a  k i n d  o f  med i c i ne
t h a t  c a n  be  made b y  t h i s  BLAW. I n
the morn ing  h e  was t h i n k i n g  a b o u t
h i s  dream s o  h e  went  t o  t h e  s h o r e
searching f o r  BLAW.

When he  f o u n d  t h e  t r e e  he  t o o k
out wha t  h e  dreamed o f .  H e  d i d
j u s t  t h e  t h i n g  h e  dreamed o f .  T h i s
man was v e r y  s u p r i s e d  t o  f i n d  t h a t
as t h e  y e a r s  passed  b y  peop le
heard abou t  t h i s  man and h i s  m e d i -
c ine .  P e o p l e  a l l  a round  t h e  i s -
land went  t o  Choo l  a s k i n g  i f  t h e y
could buy  t h e  m e d i c i n e .  T h i s  man
from Chool  s o l d  h i s  med ic ine  t o
the p e o p l e  b y  exchang ing  i t  f o r
t h e i r  s t o n e  money o r  s h e l l  money.
Even now p e o p l e  s t i l l  use  t h i s
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medic ine t o  c u r e  s i c k n e s s .  T h e
Yapese peop le  have  been making
t h i s  k i n d  o f  med i c i ne  f o r  a  l o n g
t ime.  T h e y  have been d o i n g  i t
ever s i n c e  t h e y  d i s c o v e r e d  t h e
BLAW. S o  now and t h e n  t h e  p e o -
I r j—are  s t i l l  i n  t h e  bus iness  o f
making med ic ine  f r o m  BLAW. A l -
though i t  has  been  used  as  m e d i -
c ine some p e o p l e  o n  t h e  i s l a n d
o f  Yap t h i n k  t h a t  i t  m i g h t  b e
dangerous f o r  them t o  use  i t .
But a c c o r d i n g  t o  Gamanruw, " T h e
people on  t h e  i s l a n d  o f  Yap a r e
j u s t  f o l l o w i n g  t h e  i d e a  o f
o the rs ,  b u t  i t  depends o n  you .
I f  y o u  t h i n k  t h a t  i t  i s  good
f o r  y o u r  s i c k n e s s ,  y o u  may t a k e
i t .  S o m e  p e o p l e  a r e  a f r a i d  t o
take i t  because o f  wha t  o t h e r
people s a y . "

A n i c e  s m i l e
f o r  a  n i c e
l e i  may l a y
the v e r y  n i c e
smel l .

LEI: T h e  end  p r o d u c t
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MERE, CUSTOMS
Story b y  Tamdad

Photos b y  L o u i s  F a l a n

I t  was a  v e r y  p e a c e f u l  g loomy d a y.  E v e r y t h i n g  was q u i e t  i n  t h e
v i l l a g e ,  e x c e p t  f o r  t h e  sounds o f  n a t u r e .  T h e  v i l l a g e  seemed t o  b e
dead, emp ty  and i s o l a t e d .  Y e s ,  i t  was v e r y  p e a c e f u l  a s  i f  a l l  t h e
i n h a b i t a n t s  had  a l t o g e t h e r  abandoned i t .  I m p o s s i b l e  B u t  where i s
everyone?

This has  a lways  been a  v e r y  l i v e l y  v i l l a g e  f u l l  o f  a c t i v i t i e s .
They must  have gone aomewhere f o r  a n  i m p o r t a n t  o c c a s i o n .  N o w ,  we
begin t o  h e a r  f a i n t  d i s t a n t  v o i c e s .  I t  i s  coming f r o m  t h e  o t h e r  end
o f  t h e  v i l l a g e .  Somebody  i s  s i n g i n g .  I t  sounds l i k e  a  l o t  o f  p e o p l e ,
too.  W h a t  i s  g o i n g  o n  around he re?  A  f e a s t ,  pe rhaps?  L e t ' s  f i n d
out .

The s i n g i n g  i s  v e r y  l o u d  now, q u i t e  a  sad  song  t h e s e  peop le  a r e
s i ng ing .  N o w  we can  see  peop le .  T h i s  i s  where t h e  v i l l a g e r s  have
gathered.  I t  i s  c l e a r  now t h a t  t h e y  a r e  n o t  s i n g i n g ,  b u t  mourn ing .
Something v e r y  t e r r i b l e  must  have happened. Y e s ,  t h i s  i s  a c t u a l l y  a
f u n e r a l  o f  one o f  t h e  v i l l a g e r s .  O n e  o f  t h e  b i g g e s t ,  mos t  i m p o r t a n t
and r e s p e c t e d  occas ions  p r a c t i c e d  b y  t h e  Yapese. I t  i s  a  t i m e  when
people g a t h e r  t o  p a y  t r i b u t e  and  r e s p e c t  t o  t h e  dead ones a n d  t h e i r
f a m i l y  members, r e l a t i v e s  and  f r i e n d s .  A g a i n ,  l e t ' s  s e e  what  i s  t a k -
ing p l a c e .

In  t h e  e v e n t ,  l i t t l e  c h i l d r e n  a r e  r u n n i n g  a l l  a round - - g a y,  h a p p y
and e x c i t e d  u n l i k e  t h e i r  e l d e r s .  A s s e m b l e d  t o  t h e  r i g h t  a r e  a  g roup
o f  peop le  c h a t t i n g ,  pe rhaps  a  f a m i l y  and t h e i r  r e l a t i v e s .  S o m e  t e e n -
age boys  a r e  b r i n g i n g  i n  baske ts  o f  f o o d  f r o m  a  pa rked  p i c k - u p  n e a r b y.
Some o t h e r  pa rked  c a r s  a r e  a p p a r e n t l y  l oaded  w i t h  baske t s  o f  f o o d  and
and b e t e l - n u t s  a n d  coconu ts .  T o  t h e  f r o n t ,  a n o t h e r  g roup  o f  e l d e r l y
people have a l s o  ga the red .  T h e y  must  b e  d i s c u s s i n g  someth ing i m p o r t -
ant .  F a r  t o  t h e i r  l e f t ,  a  t h i r d  g roup  o f  peop le  c o n s i s t i n g  m o s t l y  o f
young men a r e  g a t h e r i n g .  T h e y  a r e  b e g i n n i n g  t o  f o r m  a  c i r c l e  a n d  i n
the m i d d l e  o f  t h e  c i r c l e  a r e  p i l e s  o f  a s s o r t e d  Yapese goods i n c l u d i n g
some s h e l l  money and  f r e s h  f i s h .  A l o n g  w i t h  t h o s e  a r e  r i c e  b a g s ,  can-
ned f i s h  a n d  meat ,  l a v a - l a v a s ,  m a t s ,  t o b a c c o  and  matches.

This i s  q u i t e  a  b i g  s i g h t .  P e o p l e  a r e  d ressed  d i f f e r e n t l y ,
though. T r a d i t i o n a l  and  f o r e i g n  c l o t h e s  a r e  seen  o n  t h e  peop le  who
have come. M o s t  o f  t h e  o l d e r  p e o p l e  a r e  wear ing  t r a d i t i o n a l  Yapese
c lo th ' ings  such  as  g r a s s - s k i r t  and  t h e  l i o n - c l o t h e .  M o s t  o f  t h e  young
boys a r e  wear ing  THUW, a  p i e c e  o f  c l o t h  w o r n  a round  t h e  w a i s t .

But a s  y o u  l o o k  o n ,  p e o p l e  a r e  everywhere ,  m o s t l y  i n  g roups .  T h e
women a r e  m o s t l y  i n  t h e  house where t h e  mourning i s  t a k i n g  p l a c e .  A
few a r e  seen a t  t h e  p o r c h  and o n  t h e  g round  a round  t h e  house.  S e v e r a l
o f  them a r e  cook ing  f o o d  i n  l a r g e  p o t s  i n  t h e  k i t c h e n  house.

U n f o r t u n a t e l y,  i n s i d e  t h e  a l l -Yapese house t h e  dead body o f  a
young v i l l a g e  man l i e s  i n  a  b e a u t i f u l l y  deco ra ted  c o f f i n .  H i s  young
face i s  w e l l - p a i n t e d  w i t h  t u r m e r i c  powder.  S e v e r a l  p l a s t i c  f l o w e r s
are l a i d  down n e a t l y  bes ide  h im .  E n c i r c l i n g  t h e  c o r p s e ,  t h e  c l o s e l y
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r e l a t e d  women a r e  s a d l y  c r y i n g  and mourning. T o  t h e i r  s o r r o w,  a
very respec ted  and prominent  young man o f  t h i s  v i l l a g e  has j u s t  pass -
ed away.

The custom o f  f u n e r a l  i n  Yap now has changed g r e a t l y  when com-
pared t o  t h a t  p r a c t i c e d  b e f o r e  t h e  Spanish A d m i n i s t r a t i o n  o f  t h e
is lands .  T h i s  i s  p a r t l y  due t o  t h e  i n f l u e n c e s  e x e r t e d  on  t h e  i s l a n d s
by t h e  f o r e i g n e r . I t  i s  i n t e r e s t i n g  t o  f i n d  o u t  how t h e  Yapese hand le
a f u n e r a l  t o d a y.

When a  person i n  a  f a m i l y  becomes i l l  and  t h e  f a m i l y  f i n d s  o u t
t ha t  he  may n o t  g e t  any  b e t t e r ,  t h e n  t h e  f a m i l y  members must  i n f o r m
a l l  t h e  r e l a t i v e s  o f  t h e  s i t u a t i o n .  I t  i s  c u s t o m a r i l y  cons ide red
the r i g h t  t h i n g  t o  do  because i t  t ends  t o  b r i n g  f o r t h  t h e  " f a m i l y
r e - u n i n i o n "  i n  wHich t h e  r e l a t i v e s  g e t  t o  know each o t h e r  b e t t e r .  I t
i s  t h e  i m p o r t a n t  t i m e  t h e y  w i l l  b e  t o g e t h e r  a g a i n .  T h e r e  a r e  i m p o r t -
ant t h i n g s  t o  be  d iscussed among them such as  t h e  w i l l  and, t h a t  i s
the b e s t  t i m e  i t  can  be accompl ished.  A l s o ,  t h i s  i s  a  s i g n  o f  good
w i l l  and r e s p e c t  f r o m  t h e  r e l a t i v e s  t o  t h e  d y i n g  man. N o t  " a l l  o f  h i s
r e l a t i v e s  c a n  come o f  course ,  b u t  t h e  v e r y  c l o s e  ones a r e  expected  t o
come. W h e n  t h e y  do  come t h e y  w i l l  be  b r i n g i n g  w i t h  them aame p r e s -
sents o r  f o o d  f o r  t h e  d y i n g  man. T h e  g i f t s  w i l l  i n c l u d e  baske ts  o f
foods, f i s h ,  b e t e l - n u t  and coconuts .  To g e t h e r  w i t h  t hese  w i l l  b e
aome f o r e i g n  goods such  as r i c e ,  canned f i s h  o r  meat.  D u r i n g  t h e
v i s i t ,  some o f  them w i l l  s t a y  o v e r n i g h t  o r  f o r  a  f ew  days.  S o m e  w i l l
s tay u n t i l  t h e  s i c k  man goes o f f .

On t h e  day  t n a t  t h e  person  d i e s ,  a l l  h i s  r e l a t i v e s  have  t o  be
n o t i f i e d  a s  soon  as  p o s s i b l e .  W h e n  t h e  r e l a t i v e s  a r e  i n f o rmed ,  t h e y
w i l l  a l s o  i n f o r m  o t h e r  r e l a t i v e s .  A f t e r  t h e  word  has been passed
around, t h e y  w i l l  have a  g a t h e r i n g .  D u r i n g  t h e  g a t h e r i n g  t h e y  d i s -
cuss a l l  t h e  t h i n g s  t h e y  would  l i k e  t o  t a k e  t o  t h e  f a m i l y  o f  t h e  dead
person. T h i s  w i l l  i n c l u d e  c a r t o n s  o f  c i g a r e t t e s ,  boxes o f  matches,
r i c e ,  canned f o o d ,  mea t ,  f i s h ,  d r i n k s  ( i n c l u d i n g  s o f t  d r i n k s  and  a l -
coho l i c  beverages) a n d  a l s o  Yapese t h i n g s  s u c h  as  l a v a - l a v a s ,  ma ts ,
tobacco, money, coconu ts  and  b e t e l - n u t .  T h e s e  a r e  s i m i l a r  t o  t h e
th ings f i r s t  b r o u g h t  when t h e  pe rson  was d y i n g .  T h e  d i f f e r e n c e  i s
t ha t  i t  i s  a  much l a r g e r  g i f t  and  w i l l  i n c l u d e  a  l o t  o f  t h i n g s .  A f t e r
a l l  t h e  r e l a t i v e s  have ga thered  and a l l  t h e  g i f t s  have been ga the red ,
they w i l l  beg in  t h e  j o u r n e y  t o  t h e  dead p e r s o n ' s  house.

I f  t h e  dead person have some r e l a t i v e s  i n  ano the r  v i l l a g e  o r
m u n i c i p a l i t y,  t h e y  w i l l  be  d o i n g  t h e  same t h i n g s .  N o w  when t h e  r e l a -
t i v e s  g o  t o  t h e  dead man's house,  t h e y  w i l l  go  t o g e t h e r.  W h e n  t h e y
get t h e r e ,  t h e  o l d e r  men w i l l  g o  t o  one p l a c e ,  t h e  younger men t o
another and t h e  l a d i e s  t o  ano the r.  T h e  o l d e r  men have a  counse l  w i t h
o ther  o l d e r  men t h a t  have ga the red .  I t  i s  t h e  o l d e r  men who w i l l
present  t h e  g i f t s  t o  an  o l d e r  member o f  t h e  f a m i l y .  T h e  g i f t s  a r e
then p laced  w i t h  t hose  t h a t  have been g i v e n  b y  t h e  o t h e r  r e l a t i v e s .

The o l d e r  l a d i e s  w i l l  go  t o  where t h e  l a d i e s  have ga the red .  They
help them w i t h  t h e  work  t o  be  done. S o m e  w i l l . d o  t h e  cook ing .  Some
w i l l  go  t o  j o i n  t h e  mourners.

The younger men, m o s t l y  teenagers ,  w i l l  g o  and ask  f o r  work .
Coconuts and  b e t e l - n u t  have t o  be  ga the red ,  b e s i d e s  o t h e r  necessary
k inds o f  work .  T h e  g rave  w i l l  a l s o  have t o  b e  dug.  A l l  t h e s e  k i n d s
o f  work  a r e  f o r  younger  peop le .  A  member o f  t h e  f a m i l y  w i l l  be  i n
charge t o  d i r e c t  t h e  work.
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A f t e r  t h e  g i f t s  have been ga the red  t h e y  w i l l  b e  regrouped.  A
person i s  t h e r e  t o  r e c o r d  a l l  t h e  t h i n g s  t h a t  have been ga the red .
Some w i l l  be  d i s t r i b u t e d  t o  t h e  peop le  t h a t  have ga the red  t h e r e ;  f o r
example, c i g a r e t t e s  w i l l  be  g i v e n  o r  something t o  d r i n k .  I t  i s  t h e
man who i s  i n  charge who, w i l l  dec i de  what  t o  g i v e  and how much.
When a l l  t h e  g i f t s  a r e  va lued  i n  money, i t  c a n  sometimes r e a c h  s e v -
e r a l  hundred d o l l a r s ,  n o t  i n c l u d i n g  t h e  cash g i v e n .

Now, o n  t h e  day  t h a t  t h e  pe rson  d i e s  h i s  f a m i l y  w i l l  t r y  t o
keep t h e  hody l o o k i n g  as  n e a t  a s  p o s s i b l e .  T h i s  i s  done w i t h  o i l
and t u r m e r i c .  T h e  person w i l l  b e  washed p r o p e r l y,  e i t h e r  i n  s a l t
water  a t  t h e  seAshareor  a t  t h e  house w i t h  f r e s h  wa te r.  H e  i s  t h e n
placed i n  h i s  b e s t  c l o t h e s ;  t h i s  c o u l d  be wes te rn  s t y l e  o r  t r a d i t i o n -
a l  c l o t h i n g  such  as  a  l i o n - c l o t h  o r  g rass - s k i r t .  W h e n  i t  i s  f i n i s h -
ed, h e  i s  p l a c e d  i n s i d e  h i s  c o f f i n ,  b u t  i t  w i l l  n o t  be  covered.

In aome cases ,  wh i ch  peop le  m i g h t  f i n d  v e r y  unusual  i n  t h e  c l e a n -
ing  o f  a  dead person ,  t h e  waste  i s  t a k e n  o u t .  T h e r e  i s  a  c e r t a i n  p e r -
son t o  do  t h i s .  H e  i s  t h e  " t a a y "  o f  t h e  f a m i l y  o f  t h e  dead person.
TAAY i s  someth ing l i k e  a  very,  l o w  person,  b u t  n o t  i n  cas te .  I t  could
be t h e  woman mar r i ed  t o  t h e  son  o f  t h e  dead man. O r ,  i t  c o u l d  be
another person i n  t h e  f a m i l y  as  t h e r e  i s  r e a l l y  no  s e t  custom f o r
dec id ing  who i s  t o  do  i t .  T h e  one t o  do  i t  w i l l  i n h e r i t  most  o f  t h e
dead man's i n h e r i t e n c e .

The dead man i s  p l aced  f l a t  o n  h i s  back .  A  b i g  b e t e l - n u t  l e a f
i s  p l a c e d  under  h i s  b u t t o c k s .  T h e  person o r  t h e  TAAY w i l l  i n s e r t  h i s
f i n g e r  i n t o  t h e  dead man's anus and  beg in  t a k i n g  o u t  t h e  was te .  N o t
a l l  o f  i t  can  be  t a k e n  o u t  because a  pe rson ' s  hand cannot  f i t  i n  p r o -
p e r l y.  T h e  waste  w i l l  be  b u r i e d  a t  a  sacred  p laced .  T h i s  cus tom i s
beg in ing  t o  f a d e  away and o n l y  f e w  people  s t i l l  p r a c t i c e  i t .  E v e n  i n
the o l d  days o n l y  a  c e r t a i n  a r e a  o f  Yap p r a c t i c e d  t h e  custom.

When a  person  d i e s ,  h e  w i l l  n o t  be  b u r i e d  u n t i l  t h r e e  o r  f o u r
days l a t e r .  T h i s  w i l l  a l l o w  t i m e  f o r  a l l  h i s  peop le  t o  mourn f o r  h im.
I t  t a k e s  some t i m e  t o  n o t i f y  a l l  t h e  r e l a t i v e s .  I f  t h e  s o n  o r
daughter o f  t h e  dead man a r e  overseas,  t h e  peop le  m igh t  have t o  w a i t
f o r  them u n t i l  t h e y  a r r i v e d  b e f o r e  t h e  b u r i a l  wou ld  t a k e  p l a c e .  A n o -
the r  reason f o r  t h e  d e l a y  i s  t h a t  t h e  r e l a t i v e s  and members o f  t h e
f a m i l y  want  t o  spend as much t i m e  as  t h e y  can w i t h  t h e i r  dead one.
This i d e a  sometimes de lays  b u r i a l  f o r  such a  l o n g  t i m e  t h a t  t h e  dead
d e t e r i o r a t e  b e f o r e  t h e y  a r e  f i n a l l y  b u r i e d .  I t  i s  t h e  o l d e r  members
o f  t h e  f a m i l y  who make t h e  d e c i s i o n  on  how l o n g  t h e  dead w i l l  r ema in
unbur ied.  D u r i n g  t h e  f o u r t h  day t h e  corpse  w i l l  b e g i n  t o  s t i n k  and
on t h e  f i f t h  d a y  i t s  eyes w i l l  b e g i n  t o  come o u t .  D e s p i t e  t h e  bad
smel l  t h e  mourners w i l l  c o n t i n u e  t o  s i t  a round t h e  co rpse .  A b a n d o n -
ing  i t  would  be a  " s i n "  and a  s i g n  o f  d i s r e s p e c t  t o  t h e  peop le  and
the dead person.  A l l  n i g h t  l o n g  t h e y  s i t  t h e r e ,  e x c e p t  when t h e y
c a n ' t  t a k e  i t  a n y  l o n g e r  and  have t o  go  t o  s l e e p .  B u t  t h e r e  i s
always a  dozen t h e r e  and t h e  dead i s  neve r  l e f t  a l o n e  a t  n i g h t .  O n e
reason i s  t h a t  i t  i s  s a i d  t h a t  a t  t imes  mice  wou ld  t a k e  o u t  t h e  eyes
o f  t h e  dead person.  T o  l e t  t h i s  happen b y  g o i n g  t o  s l e e p  a t  n i g h t
and l e t t i n g  t h e  m ice  t a k e  o u t  t h e  eyes o f  t h e  dead person i s  v e r y
d i s g r a c e f u l .

I t  i s  unusua l  f o r  t h e  peop le  t o  see men mourning f o r  t h e  dead,
but  i t  aometimes happens. S o m e  v e r y  s e n s i t i v e  men can n o t  h o l d  back

36



gD,a:LAAa;FMxD atWLSaLDyAM,bSaDF1akMS1a1bgxSa,xFIILDBavxF;a1WbabqbSna
fM1ayxqLDBaFM1a■bxqaAFM, auM1aMSMgAAqa;bDa,FaDF1aSWb,a1bgxSaLDavxFD1a
Fvab■bxqfF,q atWba;FMxDbxSaLDyAM,ba1bbDgBbaBLxASa1Fa■bxqaFA,a:F;bD a
tWba1bbDgBbaBLxASa:LAAaSL1aDbgxa1Wba,bg,agD,aSWb,a1bgxSnafM1a:LAAaDF1a
yxqagSaAFM,agSa1WbaFA,bxa:F;bD ajWLAba1Wbqagxba1Wbxbna1Wbqa:LAAa1xqa
1FaALS1bDa1Fa1Wba;FMxDLDBaFva1WbaFA,bxa:F;bDanaSFa1Wg1a:WbDa1Wbqagxba
FA,bxa1WbqaygDa,Fa1WbaSg;b ahLS1bDLDBa1Fa1Wba;FMxDbxSnaFDba;LBW1aBb1a
1WbaL,bga1Wg1a1WbqagxbaSLDBLDBagaSFDBna:WLyWa1WbqagxbaDF1 ajWbDa1Wbqa
;FMxDaL1aLSakMS1aALzbagaIbxSFDaSLDBLDBafM1a1bgxSagxbagASFaSWb, ajWLAba
;FMxDLDBa1WbqaxbAg1baSF;b1WLDBagfFM1a1Wba,bg,aIbxSFD 
;LBW1axbAg1baWF:aSWbavbbASagfFM1a1Wba,bg,aIbxSFDnaWbxaSFxxF:

tWba;FMxDbx
nagAAa1Wba

vFxBFF,a1WLDBSa1WbaIbxSFDaWg,a,FDbagD,aSF;b1L;bSab■bDayxL1LOLDBaWL;a
1Wbafg,a1WLDBSaWbaWg,a,FDba,MxLDBaWLSaALvb 

1Wba;FMxa
1Fa1WLDza
LSaDF1

tWLSazLD,aFva;FMxDLDBaLSaDF1agDabgSqa1WLDBa1Fa,F ajWg1a
DbxaLSaSgqLDBaLSaDF1a;b;FxLOb, ajWLAbaSWbaLSayxqLDBaSWbaWgSa
:Wg1a1FaSgqagD,a1WbDayxqaL1aFM1aALzbaLDagaSFDB ao1avLxS1aL1a
bgSqma1WbaIbxSFDa;LBW1aS1M;fAbaF■bxaWbxa:Fx,S auM1aIxb11qaSFFDaSWba
:LAAafba■bxqaBFF,ag1aL1 

rMxLDBa1WbaIbxLF,aFva;FMxDLDBna1Wba,gMBW1bxSaFva1Wba,bg,aIbxSFDa
gxbaDF1agAAF:b,a1FaBFaFM1aFxaBFaLDa1Wba■LAAgBb atWbqaS1gqag1aWF;ba
vFxaDLDba,gqSafbvFxba1WbqaygDaBFaFM1agBgLD arMxLDBa1WLSa1L;ba1Wbqa
:FMA,avbgS1ag1a1WbLxaWF;bagD,a1WbaxbAg1L■bSa1Wg1aWg■baBg1Wbxb,a1Wbxb a
ov1bxa1Wg1aLva1WbqaALzba1FayFD1LDMbavbgS1LDBa1Wbqa;gqa,FaSF auM1aL1a
:LAAafbagDF1WbxaDLDba,gqS 

.FxafMxqLDBa1Wba,bg,nabgyWa■LAAgBbaWgSaL1SaF:DaBxg■bqgx,a1FafMxqa
1WbLxa,bg, atWba■bxqaWLBWayAgSSaIbFIAba1Fa1Wba■bxqaAya
■LAAgBbagxbafMxLb,ag1a1WbaSg;baIAgyb aT0a
g1aFDbaIAgybagD,a1WbLxaBxg■bSagA;FS1a1FMyWabgyWaF1Wbxna
LSaMSMgAAqagfFM1aFDbagyxbafLBagD,aL1aLSabDFMBWavFxa1Wba■LAAgBbna
L1aLSayxF:,b,agD,a1WbxbaLSaDFaSIgybaAbv1na1WbaBxg■baFvagaIbxSFDaLSa
,MBa■bxqayAFSba1Faga;b;fbxaFva1WbaSg;bavg;LAqna
1WbDafMxLb,a:L1Wa1WbaFDba1Wg1aTa
Bxbg1aygxbaLSa1gzbDaSFa1Wg1agAAa1WbafFDbSagxbayFAAby1b,na
IAgyb,aLDagaS;gAAafF§agD,afMxLb,a:L1Wa1WbaF1WbxaIbxSFD 

eF;baIbFIAba:FMA,a,LBaga■bxa
1Wg1agDF1Wbxa i
Sg;b

kaAF:aFDbSavxF;aFDba
sb;fbxSaFvagavg;LAqagxbafMxLb,a

tWbaBxg■bqgx,a
jWbD

tWba,bg,aIbxSFDaLSa
jWbDa1WbaBxg■baLSa,MB

tWbqagxb
WgSafbbDa,MBaMI 

’qa,bbIaBxg■ba:WbDagaIbxSFDa,LbSaSFa
lWbaSg;bavg;LAqaygDafbafMxLb,aLDa1Wba

:xg■bnatWLSaygMSbSavb:bxaIxFfAb;SaLDa,LBBLDBagaBxg■bab■bxq1L;ba
gaIbxSFDa,LbS auM1agayFvvLDaL^aDb■bxa;g,bafbvFxbaaaIbxSFDa,LbS atWg1a
LSaALzbaLD■L1LDBaSF;bfF,qa1Fa,Lb aTDaxgxbaygSbSnaWF:b■bxnagDagLALDBa
IbxSFDa;gqaxb‘MbS1aWLSaxbAg1L■bSavFxaWLSayFvvLDa1Fafba;g,bafbvFxbaWLSa
,bg1WIbcIpbaSbkakF;aBca1wa1WbaBxg■bqgx,a1FaIM1avAF:bxSag1a1Wba1F;fS1FDba
Fxa1FaSgqagaIxgqbx atWLSaLSafbygMSba1WbaBxg■bqgx,aLSayFDSL,bxb,aSgyd
xb,agD,aIbFIAbaSWFMA,aDF1aBFa1Wbxb aoASFa1WbxbaLSa1WbafbALbva1Wg1a1Wba
SFMAaFva1Wba,bg,a;LBW1aWgx;aSF;bfF,q atWbSbaxbgSFDSaWbAIazbbIaIbFIAba
g:gqavxF;a1WbaBxg■bqgx, auM1aSF;ba■bxqafFA,aFDbSa,FaBFa1WbxbnaIbxWgISa
fbygMSbaga■bxqa,bgxavxLbD,aFvaWLSaLSa,bg, aeF;baIbFIAbab■bDaS1gqafqa
1Wba1F;fS1FDbaF■bxDLBW1 

cDAqagavb:aIbFIAbaWg■bayb;bD1a1F;fS1FDb atWbSbagxba1WbaL;IFx1d
gD1aIbFIAbaFxavFxbLBDbxSa:WFaAL■b,aFDa1WbaLSAgD, aoASFa1Wba1F;fS1FDbSa
FvaIxLbS1Sagxbayb;bD1 atWbaAFygAaIbFIAbS­Bxg■bSagxbaSbA,F;a;g,baFva
yFDyxb1b aT1aLSaMSMgAAqaga;FMD,aFva,Lx1aSWgIb,aALzba1WbayFvvLDafM1a
;MyWafLBBbx acDa1FIaFva1Wba;FMD,aBxbg1aILAbSaFvaS1FDbSagxbaIM1a1FBbd

;b;fbxaFva1WbaSg;bavg;LAqaygDafbafMxLb,aLDa1Wba
ygMSbSavb:bxaIxFfAb;SaLDa,LBBLDBagaBxg■bab■bxq1L;b

and w i l l  mourn. T h i s  includes n o t  j u s t  t e a r s  dropping from the  eyes,
but cry ing  out  v e r y  loud.  B u t  usua l ly  men do no t  shed tea rs  i n  f r o n t
of everybody. T h e  mourners inc lude  teenage g i r l s  t o  very  o l d  women.
The teenage g i r l s  w i l l  s i t  near  t h e  dead and shed t e a r s ,  b u t  w i l l  not
cry as loud as t h e  o l d e r  women. W h i l e  they  a r e  t h e r e ,  t h e y  w i l l  t r y
to l i s t e n  t o  t h e  mourning o f  t h e  o l d e r  women, so t h a t  when they  a re
older they  can do t h e  same. L i s t e n i n g  t o  t h e  mourners, one  might g e t
the idea  t h a t  they  a r e  s inging a  song, which they  a re  no t .  W h e n  they
mourn i t  i s  j u s t  l i k e  a  person singing but  t e a r s  a r e  a l s o  shed. W h i l e
mourning they  r e l a t e  something about t h e  dead person. T h e  mourner
might r e l a t e  how she f e e l s  about t h e  dead person, h e r  sorrow, a l l  t h e
good things t h e  person had done and sometimes even c r i t i z i n g  him f o r
the bad things h e  had done during h i s  l i f e .

This k i n d  o f  mourning i s  n o t  an  easy t h i n g  t o  do. W h a t  t h e  mour
ner i s  saying i s  n o t  memorized. W h i l e  she i s  c ry ing  she has t o  t h i n k
what t o  say and then c r y  i t  ou t  l i k e  i n  a  song. A t  f i r s t  i t  i s  no t
easy; t h e  person might stumble over  her  words. B u t  p r e t t y  soon she
w i l l  be very  good a t  i t .

During t h e  per iod  o f  mourning, t h e  daughters o f  t h e  dead person
are no t  al lowed t o  go out  o r  go i n  t h e  v i l l a g e .  T h e y  s tay  a t  home
for  n ine days before  they  can go out  again.  D u r i n g  t h i s  t i m e  they
would f e a s t  a t  t h e i r  home and t h e  r e l a t i v e s  t h a t  have gathered there .
After  t h a t  i f  t h e y  l i k e  t o  continue feas t ing  t h e y  may do so.  B u t  i t
w i l l  be another n ine  days.

For burying t h e  dead, each v i l l a g e  has i t s  own graveyard t o  bury
t h e i r  dead. T h e  very  high c lass  people t o  t h e  very  low ones f rom one
v i l l age  a re  bur ied  a t  the  same p lace .  Members o f  a  f ami ly  a r e  bur ied
at one place and t h e i r  graves almost touch each o ther.  T h e  graveyard
is usua l ly  about one acre  b i g  and i t  i s  enough f o r  t h e  v i l l a g e .  W h e n
i t  i s  crowded and there  i s  no space l e f t ,  t h e  grave o f  a  pernon i s
dug very  close t o  a  member o f  t h e  same f a m i l y.  T h e  dead person i s
then bur ied w i t h  t h e  one t h a t  has been dug up.  W h e n  t h e  grave i s  dug
great care  i s  taken so t h a t  a l l  t h e  bones a r e  co l l ec ted .  T h e y  a r e
placed i n  a  smal l  box and bur ied w i t h  the  o t h e r  person.

Some people would d ig  a  very  deep grave when a  person d ies  so
that another m e m b e r  o f  t h e  same f a m i l y  can be bur ied  i n  the
same grave, T h i s  causes fewer  problems i n  digging a  grave everytime
a person d ies .  B u t  a  c o f f i n  i s  never made be fore  a  person d i e s .  T h a t
is l i k e  i n v i t i n g  somebody t o  d i e .  I n  r a r e  cases,  however, a n  a i l i n g
person may request  h i s  r e l a t i v e s  f o r  h i s  c o f f i n  t o  be made before  h i s
deathPeople seldom go t o  t h e  graveyard t o  pu t  f lowers a t  t h e  tombstone
or t o  say a  prayer.  T h i s  i s  because t h e  graveyard i s  considered sac-
red and people should not  go t h e r e .  A l s o  t h e r e  i s  t h e  b e l i e f  t h a t  t h e
soul o f  t h e  dead might harm somebody. T h e s e  reasons he lp  keep people
away from the  graveyard. B u t  some very  bold ones do go t h e r e ,  perhaps
because a  very  dear  f r i e n d  o f  h i s  i s  dead. S o m e  people even s t a y  by
the tombstone overnight .

Only a  few people have cement t o m b s t o n e .  T h e s e  a r e  t h e  import -
ant people o r  fore igners  who l i v e d  on the  i s l a n d .  A l s o  t h e  tombstones
of p r i es ts  a r e  cement. T h e  l o c a l  peoples'graves a r e  seldom made o f
concrete. I t  i s  usua l ly  a  mound o f  d i r t  shaped l i k e  t h e  c o f f i n  b u t
much bigger.  O n  top  o f  t h e  mound great  p i l e s  o f  stones a r e  p u t  toge-
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t h e r.  S o m e  peop le  p u t  empty b o t t l e s  i n  p l ace  o f  t h e  s tones .  T h i s
marks t h e  s i t e  o f  t h e  g rave .  S o m e  grow f l o w e r s  a r o u n d  t h e  g r a v e .

As we ment ioned e a r l i e r ,  when t h e  r e l a t i v e s  o f  t h e  dead person  go
to  t h e  f u n e r a l ,  t h e y  t a k e  a long  some money w i t h  them as a  g i f t .  T h i s
i s  r e a l l y  f o r  two  d i f f e r e n t  purnoses.  O n e  purpose i s  t o  s u p p o r t  t h e
f u n e r a l  and t h e  o t h e r  i s  f o r  MALIYGACH, m a s s e s  f o r  t h e  dead. T h e
ac tua l  amount o f  t h e  money used f o r  MALIYGACH i s  u s u a l l y  dec ided b y
the immediate f a m i l y  o f  t h e  dead person.  T h a t  has changed and i t  i s
ev ident  now t h a t  i t  i s  t h e  r e l a t i v e s  o f  t h e  dead person who b rough t
the money who de termine  t h e  amount o f  money t o  be  used f o r  MALIYGACH.
This money aometimes reaches a  hundred d o l l a r s  o r  more. T h e  MALIY-
GACH i s  s e t  a s i d e  t o  h e l p  t h e  dead person,  i n  o t h e r  words,  f o F — a - r i -
I n Ti s  purposes t o  b l e s s  t h e  dead person.  T h e  money i s  used t o  buy
one o r  more masses. T h e  say ing  goes t h a t  t h i s  i s  t o  h e l p  t h e  s o u l
o f  t h e  dead person t h rough  any d i f f i c u l t i e s  t r y i n g  t o  reach  Heaven.
In o t h e r  words t o  p r e v e n t  h i s  g o i n g  t o  H e l l .  The  peop le  b e l i e v e  t h a t
when a  person d i e s ,  h i s  s o u l  w i l l  e i t h e r  go t o  Heaven o r  t o  H e l l .
About t e n  years  ago a  mass c o s t  abou t  a  d o l l a r .  T h e r e  i s  r e a l l y  no
s p e c i f i c  p r i c e  f o r  t h e  mass b u t  what  i s  g i v e n  i s  accepted.  To d a y  t h e
MALIYGACH o r  t h e  c o s t  o f  one mass w i l l  r each  a  hundred d o l l a r s  a t
t imes.
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A f t e r  e v e r y t h i n g  has s e t t l e d  down and t h e  dead has been bur ied,
i f  t h e  fami ly  wishes they  might want t o  g i v e  some o f  t h e  money t o
some o f  t h e i r  r e l a t i v e s .  A l l  t h e  food t h a t  has been ga thered  w i l l
a lso be  d i s t r i b u t e d  among t h e  r e l a t i v e s .  A l o n g  w i t h  t h i s  i s  a l s o
f i s h  a n d  o t h e r  k i n d s  o f  meat.

A f t e r  t h e  b u r i a l  a  sad p e r i o d  f o l l o w s .  T h e r e  i s  supposed t o  be
a p e r i o d  o f  p r a y e r s .  T h i s  wou ld  go  on  f o r  u s u a l l y  n i n e  days o r  even
more. A l l  t h e  peop le  o f  t h e  v i l l a g e  where t h e  person has d i e d  g a t h -
er t o  p r a y.  T h e  p rayers  l a s t  f o r  about  a n  h o u r.  T h i s  goes o n  eve ry
day i n  t h e  even ing .  T h e  reason f o r  t h e  p r a y i n g  i s  t o  l i g h t e n  t h e
sins o f  t h e  dead person.

A f t e r  a l l  t h i s  t h e  f a m i l y  w i l l  t h e n  resume normal  l i v i n g .  S o m e
of t h e  r e l a t i v e s  m i g h t  s t a y  w i t h  t h e  f a m i l y  t o  l i g h t e n  t h e i r  so r row.

39



RDAGE MOAPYCSAEW 
bvwT"cSM,TMST"cSMtYz'wTIYcN",T

fwYMNuT"MT"vwToScmwcwTdcjzY”T
­vzmvTISMyWmwTwyzfYwTmMSj,TMdT
?cSzMW,T,zLw,aTbvw”TcSwTjM,"Y”eT
,Md"T,"wjjwyTIYcN",TuSM­zNuTfM"vT
zNTycjIT,vcy”TIYcmw,TcNyTzNT"vwT
,­cjI,TMdT"vwT­w""wSTIcS",TMdT
"vwT"SMIzm,TYz'wTAcIaTbvwT,"wj,T
cSwTMd"wNT,vMS"TcNyTmMN"czNT
­c"wS”TMSTjzY'”T.WzmwTcNyT"vw”T
ISMyWmwT?wS”TYcSuwTYwc?w,TMNT
YMNuTIw"zMYw,aTkwcSY”TcYYT"vwT
IwMIYwTMdTizmSMNw,zcTW,wTMNwT
"”IwTMdT"cSMTMSTcNM"vwSTc,TcNT
zjIMS"cN"TdMMyTIYcN"aT-"Tz,T?wS”T
Yz'wY”T"vc"TjM,"TMdT"vwT"cSMT
IYcN",TMSzuzNc"wyTzNT"SMIzmcYT
nMW"vwc,"To,zcTcNyT-NyMNw,zca

nMjwT'zNyTMdT"cSMTz,TuSM­NTMNT
NwcSY”Tw?wS”Tz,YcNyTzNTizmSMNw,zcT
cNyTz"Tz,TmMN,zywSwyT"MTfwT"vwT
jM,"TzjIMS"cN"T,"cSmv”TdMMyTmSMIaT
bcSM T"MM Tvc,TfwwNTmWY"z?c"wyT
dMSTmwN"WSzw,TzNTISwIcSwyTIz",T
zNTAcIa

AMWTcNyT”MWSTdSzwNyTISMfcfY”T
cSwT­cY'zNuTMNTcT?zYYcuwTIc"v T
cNyT”MWTvcIIwNT"MTmMjwT"MTcTIYcmwT
­z"vTuzcN"TuSwwNTYwc?w,TMNTfM"vT
,zyw,TMdT"vwTSMcyaTAMWTjc”T,c” T
hgvc"TzNT"vwT­MSYyTz,T"vz,rh

AMWTjc”TNM"T'NM­T"vc"T”MWTcSwT
NM­TYMM'zNuTc"T,MjwT"cSMTIc"mvw,T
­z"vT"cSMaTbcSMTIc"mvw,TcSwTmMjt
jMNY”TdMWNyTcYMNu,zywT?zYYcuwT
Ic"v,TMNTAcIaTbcSM T"vwTjczNT
AcIw,wTdMMy Tz,T”wYYM­z,vT­vwNTz"T
z"TmMM'wya

bvwTAcIw,wTYz'wT"MTwc"T"cSMTc"T
w?wS”TjwcY Twz"vwST.W,"TmMM'wyTMST
ISwIcSwyTzNTM"vwST­c”,aT-dT”MWT
cSwTwc"zNuT"cSMTdMST"vwTdzS,"T"zjwT
”MWTjzuv"T,c” TPov T"vz,TdMMyTz,T
"c,"wYw,,P TfW"T”MWTcSwT­SMNuaT
bcSMTyMw,Tvc?wTuMMyT"c,"wT­vzmv

n"MS”Tf”ToYfwS"cTlwwjwyT
pvM"MuScIv”Tf”Tnwfc,"zcNTlaToNwdcY

cN”MNwTmcNTyw?wYMIaTbS”Twc"zNuTz"T
w?wS”TjwcYTcNyT”MWT­zYYT,wwT"vc"T
yzddwSwN"TmMSj,Tvc?wTyzddwSwN"TaT
"c,"wa

swdMSwTmMM'zNuT"cSMT"vwTSMM",TcNyT
yzS"TjW,"TfwT"c'wNTMddaTod"wST
­c,vzNuT­z"vTdSw,vT­c"wS T"vwTMW"wS

GETYD

C Y R T O S P E R M A  G R O W S
The t a r o s  o r  t a r o - l i k e  p l a n t s

belong t o  t h e  Araceaa f a m i l y
which produce e d i b l e  corms o f
var ious  s i z e s .  T h e y  a r e  mos t l y.
s o f t  stemmed p l a n t s  g row ing  both
in  damp shady p laces  and  i n  t h e
swamps o f  t h e  w e t t e r  p a r t s  o f
the t r o p i c s  l i k e  Yap.  T h e  stems
are o f t e n  s h o r t  and  c o n t a i n
watery o r  m i l k y  j u i c e  and t h e y
produce v e r y  l a r g e  l e a v e s  on
long p e t i o l e s .  N e a r l y  a l l  t h e
people o f  M ic rones ia  use one
type o f  t a r o  o r  ano the r  as  an
impor tant  f o o d  p l a n t .  I t  i s  very
l i k e l y  t h a t  most o f  t h e  t a r o
p lan ts  o r i g i n a t e d  i n  t r o p i c a l
Southeast A s i a  and Indones ia .

Some k i n d  o f  t a r o  i s  grown on
n e a r l y  eve ry  i s l a n d  i n  Micronesia
and i t  i s  cons idered  t o  be  t h e
most i m p o r t a n t  s t a r c h y  f o o d  c rop .
Taro,  t o o ,  has  been c u l t i v a t e d
f o r  c e n t u r i e s  i n  p repared  p i t s
i n  Yap.

You and you r  f r i e n d  p robab ly
are w a l k i n g  on  a  v i l l a g e  pa th ,
and you  happen t o  come t o  a  place
w i t h  g i a n t  g reen  leaves  o n  b o t h
sides o f  t h e  road .  Y o u  may s a y,
"What i n  t h e  w o r l d  i s  t h i s ? "

You may n o t  know t h a t  you  a r e
now l o o k i n g  a t  some t a r o  patches
w i t h  t a r o .  T a r o  patches a r e  com-
monly f ound  a longs ide  v i l l a g e
paths o n  Yap. T a r o ,  t h e  main
Yapese f o o d ,  i s  y e l l o w i s h  when i t
i t  cooked.

The Yapese l i k e  t o  e a t  t a r o  a t
every meal ,  e i t h e r  j u s t  cooked o r
prepared i n  o t h e r  ways. I f  you
are e a t i r i g  t a r o  f o r  t h e  f i r s t  t i m e
you m igh t  s a y,  " A h ,  t h i s  f o o d  i s
t a s t e l e s s " ,  b u t  you  a r e  wrong.
Taro does have good t a s t e  which

Story b y  A l b e r t a  Leemed
Photography b y  Sebast ian  L .  A n e f a l

anyone can deve lop .  T r y  e a t i n g  i t
every meal and you  w i l l  see  t h a t
d i f f e r e n t  c o r m s  have d i f f e r e n t
tas te .

Before cooking t a r o  t h e  r o o t s  and
d i r t  must be  t a k e n  o f f .  A f t e r
washing w i t h  f r e s h  w a t e r,  the MIUT

FA S T E R  T O D A Y
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cover ing i s  p e e l e d  w i t h  a  k n i f e
or a  MARUP, a  sharpened p i e c e  o f
coconut s h e l l  used  f o r  p e e l i n g .
The t a r o  can  a l s o  be  cooked w i t h -
out p e e l i n g  t h e  cove r i ng .  T h e n
i t  i s  p u t  i n  a  p o t  w i t h  b o i l i n g
water f o r  abou t  45  minutes  b e f o r e
i t  i s  cooked. I f  t h e  t a r o  i s  a
large one t h e n  i t  can  be c u t  i n t o
severa l  s m a l l  p i e c e s  t o  f i t  i n
the p o t .  I f  i t  i s  cooked w i t h  t h e
outer  cove r i ng  t h e n  i t  s h o u l d  be
peeled be fo re  s e r v i n g  t h e  meal .
The cove r i ng  i s  n o t  e d i b l e .

There a r e  o t h e r  ways t o  p r e -
pare t a r o ,  however.  I f  t h e  t a r o
i s  a l r e a d y  cooked, i t  c a n  be
s l i c e d  up  i n t o  s m a l l e r  p i eces  and
cooked w i t h  coconut  m i l k  and some
sugar. S o m e  peop le  mash i t  up
and m ix  i t  w i t h  ground coconut
meat. T a r o  can  a l s o  b e  f r i e d .  I t
can be  baked,  t o o .  T h e r e  a r e
numerous o t h e r  ways i n  t a r o  p r e -
pa ra t i on .

Taro came t o  Yap l o n g  b e f o r e
any f o r e i g n e r s  s tepped on  t h i s
t i n y  i s l a n d .  L e g e n d  has i t  t h a t
ta ro  came about  f r o m  an  e e l .  T h i s
eel  was d e l i v e r e d  b y  a n  o l d  woman.
The woman had two c h i l d r e n  b e f o r e
she d e l i v e r e d  t h i s  e e l .  A f t e r
she d e l i v e r e d  t h e  e e l ,  s h e  t o o k
i t  and p u t  i t  i n  a  s m a l l  pond
near t h e i r  house. E v e r y  day  she
went and  f e d  t h e  e e l .  A n d  t hen
one day  h e r  two  c h i l d r e n  f o l l o w e d
her i n  c u r i o u s i t y .  T h e y  soon
found t h a t  t h e i r  mother  used t o
chant some words and  an  e e l  a p -
peared and she f e d  i t .  T h a t  day
they f o l l o w e d  h e r ,  t h e y  h i d  and
wai ted f o r  h e r  t o  l e a v e .  A f t e r
t h e i r  mother  l e f t  t h e  p l a c e ,  t h e y
went o v e r  t o  t h e  pond and c a l l e d
out t o  t h e  e e l  c h a n t i n g  t h e  same
words t h e  mother  u s u a l l y  sang.
When t h e  e e l  came, t h e y  cap tu red
i t  and dragged i t  o u t  o f  t h e  pond
and k i l l e d  i t .

The n e x t  day  when t h e  mother
came and  c a l l e d  o u t ,  t h e  e e l  d i d
not came. S h e  c a l l e d  and c a l l e d
but  s t l i l  t h e r e  was n y  answer.
She f i n a l l y  assumed t h a t  some-
th ing  t e r r i b l e  must have b e f a l l -
en h e r  d e a r  e e l .  S h e  searched
every p l a c e  and f i n a l l y  f o u n d
the e e l  a l l  c u r l e d  up  under  a
b ig  t r e e .  W i t h  t e a r s  d ropp ing
down h e r  eyes ,  s h e  dragged t h e
eel  a l l  t h e  way t o  a  p l a c e  nea r
her house.  S h e  t o o k  a  p i e c e  o f
sharp bamboo and c u t  t h e  head
o f f .  S h e  b u r i e d  i t  t o  be  l a t e r
ca l l ed  t h e  coconut  t r e e .  S h e
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MARUP o r  t a r o  p e e l e r

cut o f f  t h e  m idd le  s e c t i o n  and
bur ied  i t ,  wh i ch  l a t e r  t u rned
out t o  be  t h e  banana t r e e .  And
l a s t l y ,  s h e  b u r i e d  t h e  t a i l .
And f r o m  t h i s  sp rang  f o r t h  o u r
b e a u t i f u l  g reen  l e a v e s ,  t a r o .

Taro p l a n t s  g row b e s t  i n  wet
areas, p r e f e r a b l y  i n  damp shady
places i n  t h e  moderate t o  heavy
r a i n f a l  r e g i o n s .  T a r o  needs
t r o p i c a l  temperatures  w i t h  a
d a i l y  average tempera ture  o f  70
degrees t o  80 degrees Fahrenheit.
Cyrtosperma, o r  t a r o ,  i s  grown
success fu l l y  t h roughou t  t h e
a t o l l s  o f  M ic rones ia  i n  n a t u r a l
swamps o r  i n  man-made p i t s .  Long
ago, s i n c e  t h e r e  were n o t  many
swampy p laces  o n  Yap,  peop le
dug o u t  patches i n  t h e  ground
f o r  t a r o .

The a r e a  s e l e c t e d  f o r  p l a n t -
ing o f  t a r o  must be  c l e a n ,
weeded and some o f  t h e  l a r g e
t rees have t o  b e  c u t  down so
tha t  enough s u n l i g h t  w i l l  r each
the t a r o  p l a n t s .  I f  t h e  t a r o
i s  p l a n t e d  i n  swamps, a l l  o f
the g r a s s  and weeds must  be
p u l l e d  o u t ,  l e a v i n g  t h e  ba re
mucky s o i l .  T h i s  mucky s o i l
should t h e n  be  loosened and
turned o v e r  t o  k i l l  t h e  remain -
ing r o o t s  o f  weeds and  grasses ,

and i t  s h o u l d  be  l e f t  exposed
to  a i r  and s u n l i g h t  f o r  s e v e r a l
weeks. T h e  w a t e r  shou ld  be
drained o u t  o f  t h e  p i t  d u r i n g
t h i s  p e r i o d ,  i f  i t  i s  p o s s i b l e .
I f  t a r o  i s  t o  b e  p l a n t e d  on  d r y
land, t h e  g r a s s ,  weeds, a n d  s m a l l
bushes must  b e  c l e a r e d  away.
A f t e r  t h i s  i s  completed,  t h e  s o i l
should be loosened t o  a  dep th  o f
s i x  t o  e i g h t  i n c h e s  s e v e r a l  weeks
before p l a n t i n g  t i m e .

Cyrtosperma i s  u s u a l l y  p l a n t e d
in  rows spaced t h r e e  t o  f o u r  inch-
es a p a r t .  I f  t h e  t a r o  i s  p l a n t e d
i n  t h e  swamp, l a r g e  amounts o f
p l an t  m a t e r i a l  shou ld  f i r s t  b e
trampled i n t o  t h e  mucky s o i l .  I f
the s o i l  i n  t h e  swamp i s  n o t  mucky,
then a  t r e n c h  shou ld  be dug s i x  t o
ten inches  deep and t h e  p l a n t  placed
i n  t h i s  t r e n c h ,  f i l l i n g  i t  one
h a l f  t o  t h r e e  q u a r t e r s  f u l l ,  t h e n
cover ing i t  w i t h  s o i l .

Plants t o  b e  used f o r  p l a n t i n g
m a t e r i a l  can  be  e i t h e r  co rm le t s
taken f r o m  t h e  s i d e  o f  f i v e -  t o
six-month o l d  t a r o  p l a n t s ,  o r  t h e
main p l a n t s  wh i ch  a r e  c u t  f r o m  t h e
corm, t a k i n g  abou t  one q u a r t e r
inch o f  corm w i t h  t h e  p l a n t .  A l l
the leaves  a r e  c u t  back ,  e x c e p t
f o r  p o s s i b l y  t h e  c e n t e r  unopened
lea f .  T h e  p l a n t  s t o c k  t h a t  r e -
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During a  mar r iage ,  t h e  b r i d e
and h e r  f a m i l y  come w i t h  p l e n t y
of t h i s  k i n d  o f  t a r o  (Gameygul) .
I t  i s  u s u a l l y  used d u r i n g
spec ia l  occas ions  because o n l y
two o r  t h r e e  c o u l d  f e e d  many
dozens o f  peop le .  A l s o ,  s i n c e
f a m i l i e s  r a r e l y  e a t  t h i s  k i n d ,
they c o u l d  j u s t  g i v e  w i t h o u t
l os ing  a  d a y ' s  meal .

You may be  wonder ing a t  t h i s
time how Yapese o f  l o n g  ago used
to d i g  t a r o ,  s i n c e  t h e y  d i d  n o t
have k n i v e s .  W e l l ,  l o n g  t i m e
ago peop le  used a  l o n g  f l a t t e n e d
s t i c k  made o u t  o f  e i t h e r  b e t e l -
nut  o r  coconut  t r u n k .  T h i s  s t i c k
is  c a l l e d  YABWOO. A  woman t o o k
i t  w i t h  h e r  eve ry  t i m e  she d e c i d -
ed t o  go  t o  t h e  t a r o  pa tches .

In t h e  t a r o  p a t c h ,  t h e  woman
used t h e  YABWOO t o  c u t  t h e  r o o t s

o f  t h e  t a r o  p l a n t  she  dec ided _o
d ig .  T h e n  she p u l l e d  o u t  t h e
whole t a r o  p l a n t .  T h i s  YABWOO
has a  v e r y  b i g  advantage o v e r  t h e
k n i f e  i n  many ways. O n e  i s  t h a t
i t  c o u l d  n o t  do  harm t o  any  s m a l l
t a ro  p l a n t  s i n c e  i t  i s  n o t  sha rp
enough t o  c u t  t h e  s tem l i k e  a
k n i f e  would dn.

GAGAY, a  sharpened s t i c k  o f
about a  f o o t  l o n g ,  was ano the r
t o o l  used b y  peop le  o f  l o n g  ago.
The peop le  used t h i s  t o o l  t o
s l i c e  b i g  t a r o .

According t o  G i l i p i n ,  e v e r y -
t h i ng  i s  easy  as  compared t o  b e -
fo re .  D i g g i n g  t a r o  i s  one o f
these t h i n g s .  " H o w e v e r " ,  s a i d
G i l i p i n ,  " Ta r o  t h a t  was p repared
w i t h  a l l  t hese  n a t i v e  t o o l s  was
much much sweete r  t h a n  t a r o  p r e -
pared b y  k n i v e s . "
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I t  has  been s a i d  t h a t  money
is  b u t  a  man's l i f e .  I n  o t h e r
words, man depends o n  money as
the sou rce  o f  power,  w e a l t h ,  h a p -
piness and  l o n g  l i f e .  B u t  money
is  r e c e i v e d  i n  d i f f e r e n t  ways a t
d i f f e r e n t  v a l u e s .

At one  t i m e  t h e r e  was n o  money
on Yap. B u t  t h e r e  were always
c e r t a i n  men who s t r u g g l e d  f o r

by J i m  J .  Gap
Sebastian L .  A n e f a l

something beyond power and s u c c -
ess. S u c h  men b rough t  and  i n t r o -
duced s tone  money t o  Yap. T h e
stone money was n o t  r e a l l y  con -
s idered as money a t  f i r s t  b u t
on ly  a  v a l u a b l e  p r e s e n t  o r  g i f t .
The s tone  money was n o t - -and
s t i l l  i s  n o t - - o f  one k i n d  b u t
v a r i e d  i n  v a l u e  and  s i z e .

The s tone  money o r  FE'  was
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f i r s t  b r o u g h t  t o  Yap b y  two  fam-
ous Yapese. T h r o u g h  ha rdsh ip
and endurance t h e y  managed t o
cross t h e  l o n g  d i s t a n c e  f r o m

The r a f t  was used  t o  b r i n g  t h e
stone money t o  Yap f r o m  Pa lau.

Canoes were  b u i l t  o n  Yap b e -
fo re  t h e y  p lanned  t o  go  t o  Pa lau .

(L-R) A  young Yapese boy  s t a n d i n g  b y  a  p i ece  o f  s t o n e  money b rough t  b y
ship and one o f  t h e  f e w  p ieces  b r o u g h t  t o  t h e  i s l a n d  b y  canoe and  r a f t
Palau t o  Yap,  b r i n g i n g  w i t h  them
FE' o n  r a f t s  and  canoes.  T h e s e
two men were Angumang and Fathean.
Since t h e y  were l i t t l e  boys ,  t h e y
were known f o r  t h e i r  s t r o n g  w i l l -
ingness, a lways  t r y i n g  t o  succeed.
They were g r e a t  w a r r i o r s  when they
reached manhood. T h e y  were b o l d
sea f a r e r s ,  w i t h  exper ience  i n
the f i e l d  o f  n a v i g a t i o n .  T h i s
enabled them t o  c r o s s  t h e  v a s t
ocean f o r  many y e a r s .  N o w  t h e y
are famous f o r  b r i n g i n g  t h e  s t o n e
money t o  Yap.

A l o n g  t i m e  ago ,  t h e  Yapese
people used t h e  canoe t o  b r i n g
the s t o n e  money t o  Yap.  F E '  w e r e
no t  a l l  b rough t  b y  canoe,—Eowevez.
Maybe t w o  o r  t h r e e  p ieces  a t  a
t ime were t a k e n  i n  t h e  canoe and
the r e s t  were t a k e n  on  a  r a f t .

Canoes were  made about  2 4  t o  28
fee t  l o n g .  T h e y  wanted t o  make
them v e r y  b i g  b u t  t h e y  d i d  n o t
because t h e y  d i d  n o t  have good
too l s  t o  use  f o r  making canoes.
I f  t h e y  were t r y i n g  t o  b u i l d  a
24- f o o t  canoe,  t h e y  b u i l t  t h e
body h i g h e r  s o  t h e y  c o u l d  use i t
f o r  t r a v e l i n g  f r o m  Yap t o  Pa lau ,
or any  l o n g  d i s t a n c e  between i s -
lands.

The r a f t  had  r a i s e d  bamboo
poles i n  t h e  m idd le  t h a t  wen t
from one s i d e  t o  t h e  o t h e r .  These
were p u t  i n  t h e  h o l e  o f  t h e  s t o n e
money t o  make i t  s t a y  s t r a i g h t
up on  t h e  r a f t .  T h e  r a f t  was
about 20  f e e t  l o n g  o r  more and
was a l s o  6  t o  10  f e e t  w ide .  T h e
r a f t  was made o f  bamboo t h a t  was
t i e d  t o g e t h e r.  T h e  r a f t  was easy

45



A’tY­vit.OAtAgitT­P’itI­xtg­Sy 
iSmtsgitT­P’itI­xtg­SytA’tY­vit
.iT­OxitAgi1tI­PAiytA’tY­vit,At
.i­OA,fOpt­PytxAS’Plot­PytAgi1t
I­PAiytA’tOxit,Atf’StY­P1t1i­Sxm

sgitK­pOit’ftAgitxA’PitY’Pi1t
,xtKiS1tOxifOptA’t­pptAgitWi’ 
Wpit’ftd­Wmtni’WpiBxtp,Kixt
IiSit,YW’SA­PAt­PytAgi1tOxiytA’t
W­1t’Stl,KitAgitxA’PitY’Pi1tf’St
­tp,fitA’t.itA­viPt’Stx’Yi’Pit
A’t.itv,ppiymtritvP’ItAg­AtAgit
d­Wixitl­KitAgitxA’PitY’Pi1tA’t
x’Yi.’y1tf’Stv,pp,Pltx’Yi’Pit’St
f’StgOSA,Plt­tWiSx’Pmtsgitd­W 
ixitOxiytA’tW­1txA’PitY’Pi1t­xt
AgitS­Px’Ytf’St­tWiSx’PmtwA’Pit
Y’Pi1t,xtP’At­ppt’ftAgitx­Yit
K­pOimtw’YitW,iTixtIiSit.S’OlgAt
fS’Ytf­StWp­Tixt’OAx,yit’ftd­Wt
.1tWi’Wpit’ftAgit’pyty­1xmtsgixit
IiSit.S’OlgAtA’td­WtIgiPtYiPtiM 
Wp’SiytAgitxi­xt,PtT­P’ixmtsgixit
W,iTixt­SitY’SitK­pO­.pitAg­Pt
Ag’xitAg­AtIiSit.S’OlgAtA’td­Wt
.1txg,Wmtsg’xit.S’OlgAt.1txg,Wt
IiSitP’At­xtK­pO­.pit.iT­Oxit
Agi1tOxiytl’’ytA’’pxtf’StY­v,Plt
AgiYmtsg’xitAgi1t.S’OlgAt.1t
xg,Wt­Sitp­SliStAg­PtAg’xitAgi1t
.S’OlgAt.1tT­P’it­Pyt­px’tAg’xit
Ag­AtAgitT­P’itWOppiyt,PtAgit
S­fAmtsg’xitAg­AtIiSitA­viPt
fS’Ytn­p­Ot­SitY’SitK­pO­.pit
.iT­OxitAgi1t­SitfS’YtAgitf­S 
AgixAtWp­TitAg­AtAgi1tOxiytA’t
f,PytAgitxA’PitY’Pi1t­Pyt.S,Plt
,AtI­1t.­TvtA’td­Wm

ktp’PltA,Yit­l’otAgiSitIiSit
P’tA’’pxtA’tOxitf’StY­v,PltAgit
xA’PitY’Pi1mts’’pxtAg­AtIiSit
OxiytTg,xip,PltAgitxA’PitY’Pi1t
IiSitY­yitfS’YtAgitxi­txgippm
sgitA’’pxt­SitT­ppiytscrmtsgi1t
f’OPytAg­AtAgitTp­Ytxgippt,xt
xAS’PliStAg­PtAgitxA’PitY’Pi1ot
Ig,TgtI­xtp,YitxA’Pimtsgi1tA’’vt
Agixitxgippxt­PytOxiytAgiYt­xt
AgitA’’pxtf’StTg,xip,PltxA’Pit
Y’Pi1mtsgitP­Yit’ftAgixitxgippxt
,Ptd­Wixit,xtubhmtubht­SitAgit
.,llixAtxgippxt­Y’Plt­pptAgitTp­Y

xgippxtf’OPyt,Pth,TS’Pix,­mtsgit
Ig’pitTp­YtxgipptI­xtP’AtOxiytA’t
Y­vitAgitscrt’St­Pt­MimtsgitW­SAt
’ftAgitxgiaatOxiytI­xtAgit.’AA’Y
W­SAt’ftAgitxgipptIgiSit.’Agt
x,yixt­SitT’PPiTAiymteif’SitAgi1t
A’’vtAg­At’fftAgi1tAS,iytA’tY­vit
,Atxg­SWm

sgitxA’PitY’Pi1tI­xtf’OPyt,Pt
n­p­OtIgiSitAgitxA­p­TA,A,ixt­Simt
sgitWp­TitIgiSitAg,xtI­xtf’OPyt,xt
,Px,yitAgitp,YitxA’PitT­Kixt,Pt
n­p­OmtsgitYiPtIiPAtA’tn­p­Ot­Py

to make b u t  t h e  canoe was h a r d -
er.  T h e  canoe was h a r d  t o  make
because t h e y  wanted t o  make i t
b e a u t i f u l  and s t r o n g ,  a n d  t h e y
wanted t o  use  i t  f o r  many years .

The v a l u e  o f  t h e  s t o n e  money
is  v e r y  u s e f u l  t o  a l l  t h e  peo-
p le  o f  Yap.  P e o p l e ' s  l i v e s
were i m p o r t a n t  and  t h e y  used t o
pay o r  g i v e  t h e  s tone  money f o r
a l i f e  t o  be  t a k e n  o r  someone
to  be k i l l e d .  W e  know t h a t  t h e
Yapese gave t h e  s tone  money t o
somebody f o r  k i l l i n g  someone o r
f o r  h u r t i n g  a  person.  T h e  Yap-
ese used t o  pay  s tone  money as
the ransom f o r  a  person.  S t o n e
money i s  n o t  a l l  o f  t h e  same
value.  S o m e  p ieces  were  b rought
from f a r  p laces  o u t s i d e  o f  Yap
by p e o p l e  o f  t h e  o l d  days .  These -
were b rough t  t o  Yap when men e x -
p lored t h e  seas i n  canoes. These
pieces a r e  more v a l u a b l e  t h a n
those t h a t  were b rough t  t o  Yap
by s h i p .  T h o s e  b rough t  b y  s h i p
were n o t  as  v a l u a b l e  because
they used good t o o l s  f o r  making
them. T h o s e  t h e y  b rough t  b y
ship a r e  l a r g e r  t h a n  t h o s e  t h e y
brought b y  canoe and a l s o  those
tha t  t h e  canoe p u l l e d  i n  t h e
r a f t .  T h o s e  t h a t  were t a k e n
from Palau a r e  more v a l u a b l e
because t h e y  a r e  f r o m  t h e  f a r -
thes t  p l a c e  t h a t  t h e y  used t o
f i n d  t h e  s t o n e  money and b r i n g
i t  way back  t o  Yap.

A l o n g  t i m e  ago,  t h e r e  were
no t o o l s  t o  use f o r  making t h e
stone money. T o o l s  t h a t  were
used c h i s e l i n g  t h e  s t o n e  money
were made f r o m  t h e  sea  s h e l l .
The t o o l s  a r e  c a l l e d  TOW. T h e y
found t h a t  t h e  c lam sE-JI1 i s
s t ronger  t h a n  t h e  s t o n e  money,
which was l i m e  s tone .  T h e y  t o o k
these s h e l l s  and  used them as
the t o o l s  f o r  c h i s e l i n g  s tone
money. T h e  name o f  t h e s e  s h e l l s
i n  Yapese i s  KIM. K I M  a r e  t h e
b igges t  s h e l l s  among a l l  t h e  c lan
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she l l s  f ound  i n  M ic rones ia .  T h e
whole c lam s h e l l  was n o t  used t o
make t h e  TOW o r  a n  axe.  T h e  p a r t
o f  t h e  s h j r r  used was t h e  bo t tom
par t  o f  t h e  s h e l l  where b o t h
sides a r e  connected.  B e f o r e  t h e y
took t h a t  o f f  t h e y  t r i e d  t o  make
i t  sha rp .

The s tone  money was f o u n d  i n
Palau where t h e  s t a l a c t i t i e s  a r e .
The p l a c e  where t h i s  was found  i s
i ns i de  t h e  l i m e  s t o n e  caves i n
Palau. T h e  men went  t o  Pa lau and
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l i v e d  w i t h  a  c h i e f .  T h e  c h i e f
t o l d  h i s  peop le  t o  h e l p  them t o
get t h e  s t o n e  money t o  t h e  p l a c e
where t h e  canoe was. T h e y  had t o
search t i l l  t h e y  found  t h e  s t a l a c -
t i t e s ,  a n d  a l s o  f i n d  a  p l a c e  where
i t  was easy  t o  g e t  t h e  s t o n e  money
out o f  t h e  l i m e  s tone .  P a l a u  i s
not  t h e  o n l y  p l a c e  where y o u  can
f i n d  l i m e  s t o n e  i n  M ic rones ia .
There i s  l i m e  s tone  i n  o t h e r  d i s t -
r i c t s  i n  M ic rones ia  b u t  Pa lau  has
the most .  A  l o n g  t i m e  ago b e f o r e

the Spanish t i m e ,  p e o p l e  had
on ly  a  f e w  s m a l l  p i eces  o f
stone money because o f  t h e
lack  o f  t o o l s  a v a i l a b l e .
During O 'Kee fe ' s  t i m e  s t o n e
money was made l a r g e r  b e -
cause O'Keefe had  b rough t
to  Yap good and s t r o n g
t o o l s .  T h e  Yapese barrowed
these t o o l s  f r o m  O ' K e e f e
so t h a t  t h e y  c o u l d  u s e
them f o r  m a k i n g  t h e  s t o n e
money. A t  t h a t  t i m e  t h e y
made o n e  t h a t  i s  t h e
b igges t  o n e  w e  h a v e  e v e r
had o n  t h e  i s l a n d .  T h i s
i s  f o u n d  i n  F a l  o n
Rumung. I t  i s  a b o u t  o n e
and a  h a l f  f e e t  t h i c k  a n d
twelve f e e t  f r o m  o n e  e n d
to  t h e  o t h e r .  T h e  f i r s t
Yapese s t o n e  m o n e y  w a s
made l i k e  a  f i s h  b u t  i t
was n o t  g o o d  because i t
was t o o  h a r d  t o  m a k e .
One d a y  t h e  m a k e r s  o f
the s tone  m o n e y  f o u n d  t h a t
they c o u l d  m a k e  a n o t h e r
one l i k e  t h e  shape o f  t h e
moon a n d  t h e y  a l l  a g r e e d
and made o n e  l i k e  t h a t .
The p u r p o s e  o f  t h e  h o l e
i s  t o  c a r r y  i t  o n  a  p o l e
or  t i e  a  r o p e  t h r o u g h
the h o l e  a n d  p u l l  t h e
stone m o n e y  t o  t h e  p l a c e
where y o u  w a n t  i t  t o  b e
The f i r s t  s t o n e  m o n e y  was
found i n  To m i l  a n d  t h e

name o f  t h e  s t o n e  m o n e y
was " p u l " .  P U L  i n d i c a t e s
t h a t  t h e  n a m e  c o m e s  f r o m
the word  moon i n  Yapese,

Today, many p i e c e s  o f
stone m o n e y  a r e  s t i l l  s e e n
in  " v i l l a g e  banks " ,  t h e  MALAL,
throughout t h e  i s l a n d  o f  Y a p .
T r a d i t i o n a l l y ,  t h e y  s t i l l  r e -
t a i n  t h e i r  i m p o r t a n t  v a l u e
and h i s t o r y ,  t h e  r e a l  s t o r y

behind each p i ece  ( as  t o  how i t
was b r o u g h t  t o  Yap)  w h i c h  makes

•
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The Stone Money Bank
o f  Ba leba t ,  R u l l .

The " v i l l a g e  bank"  o f
Kaday, Weloy - -  1978.

i t  more v a l u a b l e .  I n  o t h e r  words ,
the hardsh ips  one  had t o  encounter
i n  t h e  process o f  making and b r i n g -
ing t h e  money back  a c t u a l l y  made i t
more v a l u a b l e .

The monetary system o f  Yap i s
q u i t e  comp l i ca ted  and i t  i s  v e r y
hard t o  unders tand- - e s p e c i a l l y  a t
t h i s  p e r i o d  i n  t i m e .  B u t  f o r  one
th ing  t h e  s tone  money and i t s  v a l u e
only  i n d i c a t e  a  s m a l l  p o r t i o n  o f
the whole system. T h e r e  a r e  s t i l l
a l o t  o f  d i f f e r e n t  t ypes  o f  t r a d i -
t i o n a l  money un ique t o  Yap.

I t  i s  v e r y  u n f o r t u n a t e ,  however,
t h a t  t h e  s tone  m o n e y  i s  n o t  as
commonly used as  i t  used t o  be .  A n
uncountable number o f  Yapese l i v e s
were l o s t  j u s t  t o  b r i n g  these
pieces o f  s tone  f r o m  d i s t a n t  p l aces
to  Yap t o  e s t a b l i s h  t h e  Yapese
monetary system more f i r m l y  t h a n  i t
had been b e f o r e .
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by Mike T i l i g

THE
TEETII

STAINING
CUSTOM

Teeth s t a i n i n g  i s  a  Yapese
t r a d i t i o n a l  custom o f  c o l o r i n g
the t e e t h  w i t h  a  s p e c i a l  t y p e
o f  m i n e r a l  o r  mud t o  make them
black.  T o o t h  s t a i n i n g  i s  gene-
r a l l y  a p p l i e d  o n l y  t o  t h e  a d o l -
escent g i r l s  o f  Yap D i s t r i c t .
According t o  Mrs .  G i g r o k ,  " T h e
purpose o f  s ta i r r img  t h e  t e e t h
i s  n o t  f o r  b e a u t i f i c a t i o n  b u t  a
t r a d i t i o n a l  custom as w e l l  as
to p reven t  t e e t h  f r om  be ing  e a -
s i l y  decayed as  t h e y  become o l d .
I t  does n o t  t a k e  much m a t e r i a l
to  c o l o r  t h e  t e e t h . "  T h e  mate-
r i a l  r e q u i r e d  t o  c o l o r  t h e  t e e t h
i s  a  m i n e r a l  o r  e a r t h  occas ion -
a l l y  found  i n  r a r e  t a r o  pa tches .
This t y p e  o f  m i n e r a l  o r  e a r t h  i s
only  found  i n  Gachlaw, G i lman.
I t  i s  n o t  commonly n o r  e a s i l y
found on  t h e  i s l a n d  o f  Yap.

Dear Lad ies !  W o u l d  you  l i k e
to have b l a c k  t e e t h ?  I f  y e s ,
l e t s  t a k e  a  c l o s e  l o o k  a t  t h i s
s to r y.  A  l o n g  t i m e  p a s t  a l l
adolescent l a d i e s  o r  young g i r l s
who were hav ing  t h e i r  f i r s t  men-
s t r u a l  p e r i o d s  were sepera ted
from t h e  r e s t  o f  t h e  peop le .
They were u rged  n o t  t o  s t a y  am-
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ong t h e  peop le  i n  t h e  v i l l a g e
or t h e i r  f a m i l y  because t h e y
were cons ide red  TAAY o r  unc lean.
The i r  f a m i l i e s  wJEra b u i l d  a
temporary house a t  mens t rua l
places f o r  them t o  s t a y  d u r i n g
the mens t rua l  p e r i o d .  M a i d s  o r
YARIF were chosen b y  t h e i r  fam-
i l i e s  t o  s t a y  w i t h  them a t  t h e
DAPAL o r  menst rua l  p l a c e .  T h e
young l a d i e s  had  t o  s t a y  i n
t h e i r  f i r s t  t e m p o r a r y  houses f o r
f i v e  d a y s ,  t h e n  moved t o  ano ther
one. A t  t h i s  s t a g e  t h e y  were
to  have t h e i r  t e e t h  c o l o r e d .
They had t o  s t a y  i n  t h e i r  second
house f o r  seven days a f t e r  c o l o -
r i n g  t h e  t e e t h .

During t h e  t i m e  t h e y  were i n
t h e i r  second houses, t h e i r  fam-
i l i e s  knew t h a t  t h e i r  daughters
were abou t  t o  have t h e i r  t e e t h
s ta ined.  S o  a t  t h a t  t i m e  t h e  f a -
m i l i e s  had  t o  g a t h e r  a l l  t h e  nec-
essary m a t e r i a l s ,  w h i c h  a r e  t h e
minera l  ( m u d )  o r  d i r t  and t h e
peanut p l a n t  l e a v e s ,  t h e  ones
tha t  a r e  s o  young and t ende r  ( t h e
two l eaves  a t  t h e  t i p ) .  A f t e r
they ga the red  a l l  t h e  r e q u i r e d
m a t e r i a l  t h e n  t h e y  would  p u t  a
l i t t l e  amount o f  mud o r  m ine ra l
i n  a  coconu t  s h e l l  and  s t a r t
pounding i t ,  w h i l e  t h e  peanut
leaves were  p u t  i n  a  p o t  t o  be
cooked.

The leaves  were cooked i n  a
pot w i t h  o t h e r  f o o d  and were
placed on  t o p  o f  t h e  o t h e r  f o o d .
"The reason  f o r  t h i s  was t o  p r e -
vent  w a t e r  f r o m  reach ing  t h e  t e n -
der,  young l eaves  d u r i n g  t h e  s i m -
mer ing , "  G ig rok  s a i d .  A f t e r  t h e
leaves were cooked, t h e n  t h e y
would be  p laced  i n  t h e  same coco-
nut  s h e l l  o r  LAA w i t h  t h e  mud
ready t o  be  pounded. T h e y  were
pounded and mixed t h o r o u g h l y  t o -
ge ther.  T h e  purpose f o r  add ing
the peanut  l eaves  t o  t h e  mud o r
minera l  was t o  keep i t  f r o m  d r y -
ing o u t .  T h i s  he l ped  t h e  s t a i n

a t tach  t o  t h e  t e e t h  f o r e v e r .
The f a m i l y  wou ld  t hen  r o l l  t h e

mud o r  m i n e r a l  i n t o  e i g h t  s t i c k s .
They were ahou t  t h e  s i z e  o f  a
p e n c i l  and abou t  f o u r  inches  l o n g ,
j u s t  enough t o  c o v e r  a l l  t h e
tee th .  T h e y  were wrapped i n  c h e s t -
nut  l eaves  t o  keep them f r o m  d r y -
ing o u t  a f t e r  r o l l i n g .

The s t a i n  p r e p a r a t i o n  was g i v e n
to t h e  maids who l ooked  a f t e r  t h e
RUGOD, t h e  young l a d i e s ,  a t  t h e
DAPAL o r  mens t rua l  p l aces .  T h e
YTITY, o r  t h e  ma id ,  wou ld  keep t h e
chemicals ( d i r t s  and  peanut  l eaves
mixed t o g e t h e r )  u n t i l  t h e  woman
was w e l l  p repared .  T h i s  meant
t ha t  she  had t o  f i n i s h  e a t i n g ,
bath ing i n  t h e  ocean,  and  have
h e r s e l f  p a i n t e d  w i t h  t u r m e r i c  and
copra o i l  i n  t h e  evening b e f o r e
going t o  bed.

When t h e  mens t rua l i ng  woman was
about t o  s l e e p ,  t h e n  t h e  YARIF
would p u t  h e r  f i r s t  s t a i n  on.
The s t a i n  wou ld  cove r  b o t h  h e r
upper and l o w e r  t e e t h .  I t  was
placed on t h e  t e e t h  c a r e f u l l y  s o
as n o t  t o  t o u c h  t h e  gums, o t h e r -
wise i t  wou ld  r u i n  them. A
piece o f  r i p e n e d  banana l e a f  was
used t o  c o v e r  t h e  mud a p p l i e d  t o
the t e e t h  and t o  keep i t  f r o m
touching t h e  i n n e r  l i p s .

The s t a i n  remained on h e r
tee th  when she went  t o  s l e e p .
A f t e r  an hou r  o r  t w o ,  t h e  maid
would t hen  wake h e r  up  f o r  a  s e c -
ond a p p l i c a t i o n  t o  r e p l a c e  t h e
f i r s t  s t a i n .  S t a i n  a f t e r  s t a i n
was a p p l i e d  u n t i l  t h e  f i n a l
e igh th  p i ece  had  been a p p l i e d .
The l e f t - o v e r  p a r t i c l e s  o f  t h e
minera ls  o r  mud t a k e n  f r o m  t h e
tee th  were k e p t  i n  a  whole  coco -
nut husk .  T h e  YARIF b u r i e d  them
i n  t h e  mangroves because t h e
sta ined young g i r l  was n o t  a l l o w -
ed t o  t o u c h  them. " T h e  s t a i n  w i l l
not  s t i c k  p r o p e r l y  i f  t h e  RUGOD
touches t h e  l e f t o v e r  p a r t i c l e s  o f
the s t a i n , "  G i g r o k  s a i d .

52



,GI’ITMI’ITWI?I’kUTYG(­NWTYGkYT
YGITWYk(­ICTN(’UTMkWT­xYTkUUxMICT
YxTCxTMGI­TWYk;(­NTkYTYGITututAT
MG(UITYGITYIIYGTMI’ITWYk(­ICvTWGIT
HxqUCT­xYTIkYTRxxCT(­TUk’NITm(YIW T
IkYT’(FITmk­k­kW Tk­CTHxqUCT­xYT
UIYTGI’TYIIYGTYxqHGTWkUYTMkYI’T
Cq’(­NTmkYG(­NT(­TYGITxHIk­sTbGIT
MkWTq’NICT­xYTYxTm’Ik)Tk­;TxRT
YGIWIT’qUIWTRx’TkTFI’(xCTxRTx­IT
Ox­YG T(­Tx’CI’TYxT)IIFTYGITWYk(­T
kU(?ITx­TYGITYIIYGTRx’I?I’sTyI’T
RxxCTMkWTWU(HICT(­TWOkUUTF(IHIWT
x­TkTnyPfP:oTeOkYTYxTFqYTRxxCTx­rT
mIRx’ITWGITkYIT(YTU(YYUITm;TU(YYUIs

,GITfpocu Tx’TYGITOI­WY’qkUT
;xq­NTN(’U TMxqUCTF’IFk’ITGI’w
WIURTYGIT­IEYTOx’­(­NTkRYI’TGI’T
YIIYGTMI’ITWYk(­ICsT,GITOIOmI’WT
xRTGI’TRkO(U;TeGI’TRkYGI’Tk­CT
OxYGI’rTMxqUCTHxOITYxTHGIH)TGxMT
GI’TYIIYGTUxx)ICsTtUOxWYTI?I’;T
FI’Wx­T(­TYGIT?(UUkNITHxqUCT
HxOITYxTYGITututATYxTHGII’TYGIT
UkC;Tk­CTWIITGI’TmIkqR(RqUTWYk(­w
ICTYIIYGsT,G(WTMkWTCx­IT(RTYGIT
N(’UTC(CT­xYTGk?ITkTd(k­HIhTx’T
mx;TWGITFUk­­ICTYxTOk’’;sTPRTWGIT
GkCTkTmx;TYxTOk’’; TYGI­TYGITmx;”WT
RkO(U;Tk­CTYGI(’TWx­TMxqUCTHxOIT
YxTYGITututATYGkYTOx’­(­NTYxT?(w
W(YTYGITN(’UsT.GI­TkUUTYGITOIOw
mI’WTxRTYGITYMxTRkO(U(IWTNkYGI’w
IC TYGITmx;”WTRkYGI’TMxqUCTWYk­CT
qFTM(YGTkTStfTeSkFIWITWGIUUTOx­I;rT
(­TG(WTGk­CTk­CTYIUUTYGITWYk(­ICT
UkC;TYxTWGxMTGI’TYIIIGTYxTG(WTWx­T
k­CTYGIT’IWYTxRTYGITYMxTRkO(U(IWsT
,GITOIOmI’WTxRTYGITYMxTRkO(U(IWT
MxqUCTWYk’YTHGII’(­NTk­CTWGxqY(­NT
kYTYGITUkC;sT,GITStfTN(?I­Tm;TYGIT
Ok­TMkWT)IFYTm;TYGITOk(CTRx’TGI’T
xM­TqWIT(­TFk;OI­YTRx’TYGITGIUFT
k­CTNxxCTHk’ITWGITGkCTN(?I­TYxT
YGITfpocuTkYTYGITututAsTtRYI’T
YGkY TYGITYMxTRkO(U(IWTMxqUCTNxT
GxOIsT,GIT;xq­NTN(’UTk­CTGI’T
StfPdTMxqUCTGk?ITYxTWYk;TYGI’IT
Rx’TW(ETCk;WTYxTHxOFUIYITYGIT’Iw
'q(’ICTCk;WTmIRx’ITWGITHxqUCTNxT
mkH)TYxTYGIT?(UUkNIs

””,GITUkWYTCk;TRx’TYGITfpocuTkYT

YGITututATMkWT?I’;T(OFx’Yk­Y ””T
Wk(CTn(N’x)sT.G;lT,GITGx;TMGxT
MkWTFUk­­(­NTYxTOk’’;TYGITfpocuT
MxqUCTHxOITYxTYGITututATYGkYTCk;T
YxTkYYI­CTYGITUkWYTHI’IOx­;sTLIOw
mI’WTxRTmxYGTRkO(U(IWTMxqUCTHxOIT
YxTkYYI­CTYG(WTHI’IOx­;TYxxsTgkHGT
RkO(U;TMxqUCTCIHx’kYITYGI(’TWx­Tx’T
CkqNGYI’TCq’(­NTYGITHI’IOx­;sTfg:oT
x’TYq’OI’(HTMI’ITkFFU(ICTYxTYGI(’T
mxC(IWsTbxOIT:p:p.Tx’TUI(WTMI’IT
kUWxTOkCITYxTFqYTk’xq­CTYGI(’T
­IH)Ws

,GITR(’WYTYG(­NTYGI;TMxqUCTCxT
mIRx’ITYGITHI’IOx­;TMkWTYxTWIUIHYT
kTFUkHITkYTYGITututATRx’TYGITHxqFUIT
YxTW(YTCq’(­NTYGITUkWYTHI’IOx­;sT
,GITHxqFUITMxqUCTYGI­TW(YTCxM­TkYT
YGITWIUIHYICTk’IkaTYGI­TYGITmx;”WT
RkYGI’TMxqUCTYk)ITkTitoPSTx’TUk?kw
Uk?kTk­CTYIUUTIkHGTxRTYGIOTYxTGxUCT
x­ITI­CTxRT(YsT.G(UITYGI;TMI’IT
GxUC(­NTYGITitoPS TkTOIOmI’TxRTYGIT
mx;”WTRkO(U;TMxqUCTWk; TBiITWq’IT
­xYTYxTUIk?ITYGkYTmx; TMITM(UUT
mIT’(HGT(RT;xqTOk’’;TG(OsTBT,GI­T
kUUTYGITFIxFUITkYYI­C(­NTYGIT
HI’IOx­;TMxqUCTkNk(­THUkFTYGI(’T
Gk­CWTk­CTHGII’sT,G(WT(WTkUUT
YGI;TMxqUCTCxTCq’(­NTYGITUkWYT
HI’IOx­;sT,GITfpocuTMkWTR’IITYxT
NxTGxOITk­CTk­;TFUkHITIUWIT(­T
YGIT?(UUkNITkRYI’TYGkYTHI’IOx­;sT
bGITMxqUCTWYk;TGxOITMk(Y(­NTRx’T
YGITOk’’(kNITHI’IOx­; TMG(HGTGkCT
YxTmITHx­CqHYICTm;TYGITmx;”WTW(CIs

””,G(WTY;FITxRTY’kC(Y(x­kUTHqWw
YxOTMkWTHxOOx­U;TCx­ITx­TYGIT(Ww
Uk­CTxRTSkFsTiqYT­xmxC;T’IkUU;T
)­xMWTYGITIEkHYTY(OITMGI­TYGI;T
WYk’YICTCx(­NT(YTk­CT­x’TYGIT
R(’WYTFI’Wx­TMGxTR(’WYTm’xqNGYT
(YTYxTSkF BTkHHx’C(­NTYxTL’WsT
o(N’x)s

uIxFUITWk;TYGkYTYxxYGwWYk(­w
(­NT(WT?I’;T(OFx’Yk­YTYxTxq’T
U(RI TOxWYU;TYxTxq’TYIIYGTmIHw
kqWIT(YTGIUFICTYGIOTUkWYTRx’TkT
Ux­NTY(OIsTt­CTWxOITWk;TYGkYT(YT
(WTGk’ORqUTYxTxq’TYIIYGTmIHkqWIT
xRTYGITmUkH)THxUx’TMG(HGTO(NGYT
’q(­TYGIOsTiqYTkHHx’C(­NTYxTL’Ws

There were s e v e r a l  t h i n g s  t h a t
the s t a i n e d  g i r l  was n o t  a l l owed
t o  do  when s t a y i n g  a t  t h e  DAPAL
w h i l e  t h e  t e e t h  were s t a i n e d :  s h e
could n o t  e a t  f o o d  i n  l a r g e  b i t e s ,
eat  r i p e  bananas, a n d  cou ld  n o t
l e t  h e r  t e e t h  t o u c h  s a l t  w a t e r
dur ing b a t h i n g  i n  t h e  ocean. S h e
was u rged  n o t  t o  b r e a k  any  o f
these r u l e s  f o r  a  p e r i o d  o f  one
month, i n  o r d e r  t o  keep t h e  s t a i n
a l i v e  o n  t h e  t e e t h  f o r e v e r .  H e r
food was s l i c e d  i n  s m a l l  p ieces
on a  CHIRING (ma t  t o  p u t  f o o d  on)
before she ate i t  l i t t l e  by l i t t l e .

The RUGOD, o r  t h e  menst rua l
young g i r l ,  w o u l d  p repare  h e r -
s e l f  t h e  n e x t  morn ing a f t e r  h e r
tee th  were s t a i n e d .  T h e  members
o f  h e r  f a m i l y  ( h e r  f a t h e r  and
mother) wou ld  come t o  check how
her t e e t h  looked .  A l m o s t  e v e r y
person i n  t h e  v i l l a g e  c o u l d
come t o  t h e  DAPAL t o  cheer  t h e
lady and see h e r  b e a u f i f u l  s t a i n -
ed t e e t h .  T h i s  was done i f  t h e
g i r l  d i d  n o t  have a  F iance '  o r
boy she p lanned t o  ma r r y.  I f  she
had a  boy t o  m a r r y,  t h e n  t h e  b o y ' s
f a m i l y  and t h e i r  s o n  would come
to  t h e  DAPAL t h a t  morn ing  t o  v i -
s i t  t h e  g i r l .  W h e n  a l l  t h e  mem-
bers o f  t h e  two  f a m i l i e s  g a t h e r -
ed, t h e  b o y ' s  f a t h e r  would  s tand
up w i t h  a  YAR (Yapese s h e l l  money)
i n  h i s  hand.--a-nd t e l l  t h e  s t a i n e d
lady t o  show h e r  t e e e h  t o  h i s  s o n
and t h e  r e s t  o f  t h e  two  f a m i l i e s .
The members o f  t h e  two  f a m i l i e s
would s t a r t  c h e e r i n g  and shou t i ng
at  t h e  l a d y.  T h e  YAR g i ven  b y  t h e
man was k e p t  b y  th-e—Maid f o r  h e r
own use  i n  payment f o r  t h e  h e l p
and good ca re  she had  g i ven  t o
the RUGOD a t  t h e  DAPAL. A f t e r
t h a t ,  t h e  two  famIT IJ - i  would go
home. T h e  young g i r l  and h e r
YARIF wou ld  have t o  s t a y  t h e r e
f o r  s i x  days t o  complete  t h e  r e -
qu i red  days b e f o r e  she  c o u l d  go
back t o  t h e  v i l l a g e .

"The l a s t  day  f o r  t h e  RUGOD a t

the DAPAL was v e r y  i m p o r t a n t , "
said—arg.ok. W h y ?  T h e  hoy, who
was p l a n n i n g  t o  mar ry  t h e  RUGOD
would come t o  t h e  DAPAL t h a t  day
to a t t e n d  t h e  l a s t  ceremony. Mem-
bers o f  b o t h  f a m i l i e s  wou ld  come
to a t t e n d  t h i s  ceremony t o o .  E a c h
fam i l y  wou ld  decora te  t h e i r  son  o r
daughter d u r i n g  t h e  ceremony. RENG
or t u r m e r i c  were a p p l i e d  t o  t h e i r
bodies. S o m e  NUNUW o r  l e i s  were
also made t o  p u t  around t h e i r
necks.

The f i r s t  t h i n g  t h e y  would  do
before t h e  ceremony was t o  s e l e c t
a p l ace  a t  t h e  DAPAL f o r  t h e  coup le
to  s i t  d u r i n g  t h e  l a s t  ceremony.
The coup le  wou ld  t hen  s i t  down a t
the s e l e c t e d  a rea ;  t h e n  t h e  b o y ' s
f a t h e r  wou ld  t a k e  a  BAGIY o r  l a v a -
lava and t e l l  each o f  them t o  h o l d
one end o f  i t .  W h i l e  t h e y  were
ho ld ing  t h e  BAGIY, a  member o f  t h e
boy's f a m i l y  would  s a y,  " B e  s u r e
not  t o  l e a v e  t h a t  b o y,  we  w i l l
be r i c h  i f  y o u  marry  h i m . "  T h e n
a l l  t h e  p e o p l e  a t t e n d i n g  t h e
ceremony wou ld  aga in  c l a p  t h e i r
hands and  c h e e r.  T h i s  i s  a l l
they would d o  d u r i n g  t h e  l a s t
ceremony. T h e  RUGOD was f r e e  t o
go home and any  p lace  e l s e  i n
the v i l l a g e  a f t e r  t h a t  ceremony.
She would  s t a y  home w a i t i n g  f o r
the mar r iage  ceremony, w h i c h  had
to be conducted b y  t h e  b o y ' s  s i d e .

"This t y p e  o f  t r a d i t i o n a l  c u s -
tom was commonly done on  t h e  i s -
land o f  Yap.  B u t  nobody r e a l l y
knows t h e  e x a c t  t i m e  when t h e y
s ta r ted  d o i n g  i t  and n o r  t h e
f i r s t  p e r s o n  who f i r s t  b r o u g h t
i t  t o  Ya p , "  acco rd ing  t o  Mrs .
Gigrok.

People s a y  t h a t  t o o t h - s t a i n -
ing i s  v e r y  i m p o r t a n t  t o  o u r
l i f e ,  m o s t l y  t o  o u r  t e e t h  bec -
ause i t  h e l p e d  them l a s t  f o r  a
long t i m e .  A n d  some s a y  t h a t  i t
i s  h a r m f u l  t o  o u r  t e e t h  because
of  t h e  b l a c k  c o l o r  wh ich  m igh t
r u i n  them. B u t  acco rd ing  t o  Mrs.
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Gigrok,  t h e  t o o t h  s t a i n i n g  was
very  h e l p f u l  t o  o u r  t e e t h .  " A s
f o r  a  f a c t ,  I  am now s t i l l  e a t -
ing c h e s t -nu t s  and  unscraped c o -
conut mea t , "  she added,"because
of  t h e  t o o t h  s t a i n i n g . "

"This t y p e  o f  custom a p p l i e d
on ly  t o  ado lescent  l a d i e s  b u t  a
man c o u l d  have h i s  t e e t h  s t a i n e d
i f  h e  wanted , "  G i g r o k  s a i d . " T h e
too th - s t a i n i n g  was a p p l i e d  t o
both upper  and l o w e r  c lasses
peop le . "  B u t  t h e  o u t e r  i s l a n d s
of  Yap d i d  n o t  have t h i s  k i n d  o f
t r a d i t i o n a l  custom.

The t o o t h - s t a i n i n g  l o s t  i t s
importance when young l a d i e s
stopped go ing  t o  t h e  DAPAL o r
the menst rua l  p l a c e ,  EJJ,T1-se o f
the d isobey ing  o f  t r a d i t i o n a l
customs. Nowadays t h e r e  a r e n ' t
many people  on  Yap who have b l a c k
tee th  f rom t h e  t o o t h - s t a i n i n g .
The women who had t o o t h - s t a i n i n g
before a r e  about  6 0  yea rs  o f  age
or o l d e r  now. T h e  o n l y  younger
people who have b l a c k  t e e t h  now
have them as a  r e s u l t  o f  chewing
b e t e l - n u t .  A n d  you  w i l l  n o t  f i n d
any person a t  t h e  age o f  30 t o  40
years o l d  whose t e e t h  a r e  s t a i n e d .
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My head i s  k i n d  o f  a c h y,
And my b r a i n  i s  i n  l o w  gea r,

But s t i l l  I  am go ing  t o  t r y  t o  make
Some vows f o r  a  t r a d i t i o n a l  Yapese day.

For one t h i n g ,  I ' l l  change b r e a k f a s t ,
With f o r t y  b e t e l - n u t s  e v e r y  h o u r  o f  t h e  day ;

I ' l l  s e t  t h e  c l o c k  f o r  s i x  A .  M .
I f  t h a t ' s  t h e  o n l y  way.

And when t h e  f o l k s  have l e f t ,
I ' l l  f o r k  t h e  k i t c h e n  w i t h  my l e f t ,  and  t h e n

I ' l l  g e t  t h e  t a r o  d i g e s t e d
And p u t  away b y  t e n .

I ' l l  d raw  up t h e  d a i l y  schedu le ,
With n o t h i n g  l e f t  t o  chance;

Each n i g h t ' s  d e l i c i o u s  h i g h - c o s t  t r e a t
W i l l  be  p lanned i n  advance.

My head i s  g rowing  a c h i e r  now,
And my b r a i n  i s  v e z y  un-Yapese,

But s t i l l  I ' l l  t r y  t o  under take  t h e  vows,
And t hen  g rab  a  p i e c e .

I ' l l  s t r i v e  t o  be  a  good midd le  a n
And p e r f e c t  model ,  t o o

I ' l l  a lways  p u t  my i s l a n d  f i r s t
I n  e v e r y t h i n g  I  do .

But t h e n  I  s t o p  and a s k  m y s e l f :
I  wander- - can  i t  b e - -

That everyhody,  anywhere,
Could l i v e  t h a t  p e r f e c t l y ?

Or i s  i t  j u s t  t o o  much t o  ask
That e v e r y  s i n g l e  d a y,

I ' l l  meet t h e  ups and  downs o f  l i f e
I d e a l l y  eve ry  way?

Well-p lanned a c t i v i t i e s  f o r  t h e  government,
A s p o t l e s s  h o t e l  a r e  good- -and  y e t  I  see

That wha t  my i s l a n d  needs t h e  most
A r e n ' t  meals o r  c l o t h e s - - b u t  me and more Yapese.

And s o  I ' l l  vow t h a t  t h i s  Yap Day,
I ' l l  l e t  my l o v e  show th rough

So t h a t  my i s l a n d  f e e l s  i t s  s t r e n g t h
Each day  i n  a l l  I  do .

And i f  e v e r y t h i n g  goes w e l l ,
I ' l l  be  t h e  f i r s t  t h i n g

To g e t  w e l l  now and f o r e v e r
I  am w e l l ,  I  am w e l l  . . .

by Sebastian L .  A n e f a l  ' 7 8
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