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The girl in the cover picture. wearing a grass skirt as most gi r l s a nd their
mothers do in Yap , is Margaret Leeguroy of Rul Municipality. The stone mone y has
been inscribed with a heart by some unknown person.



OFFICERS of the Yap Islands
Congress are Edmund Gilmar,

s e c r e t a r y , left; Joa chim
Falamog, pre sident, center,

and Louis Pitmag, vi c e 
pres i dent.

THE CONGRESS OPENS - Members
are seated along sides of room.
District Administrator Halvorsen
opens se s sion and c o n du c t s elec 
tion of offi cers.

The Congress' First Resolutions

IN ITS FIRST official action, the
newly formed Yap Islands Congress by a
majority vote passed a r e s o lu t i on quali
fying citizens of age 18 a nd above to vote.
Thus was implemented Article IV of the
Trust Territory Charter, which speci
fies that the Congress shall establish
by law the qualifications of electors,
and provides that no person otherwise
qualified shall be denied the right of suf
frage because of sex, race, or religious
creed. If approved by High Commissioner
D. H. Nucker, the r esolution will become
law, enabling young Yapese men and wom
en of age 18 and above to cast bal lots.

The Congress' second official act was
to establish holidays to be 0 b s e r v e d
throughout the Yap Islands. Three were
named - U. N. Day, October 24; Christ
mas, December 25, and New Year's Day ,
January 1. Their acceptance was by
unanimous vote.

The naming of committees was the
next order of business. Appointed to the
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Legislative Committee were Messrs .
Joseph Marnifen of We loy; Anthony Yinug
of Ru l , and John Mangefel of Kanifay. Mr.
Marnifen is the Act i n g District Director
of Education.

Elected to the Rules Committee were
Messrs. Linus Ruuamau of Map; Domingo
Ti ngelug o f Giliman, and Jesus Mangar
fir of Fanif. The Budget Committee con
sists of Messrs. Eusebius Kenrad of
Giliman, Michael Tamangirow of Tomil,
and Result Beengin of Gagil.

The Executive Committee was estab
lished by the election of officers and con
sists of Messrs. Joachim Falamog, presi
dent ; Louis Pitmag, vice-president, and
Edmund Gilmar , secretary. President
Falamog is general foreman in the Yap
District Department of Public Works, and
has been an employee of the District
Administration for 12 years . Mr. Pitmag
is in private business and Mr. Gilmar
has been serving on the staff of the Dis
trict Administrator .



•

~.~efuntM
' .sfa bl h h d ' 0"••1.. ", 23 . tss:

!'ubl l .hed bJ' Headquarter.

TRUST TERRITORY
OF

THE PACIFIC ISLANDS

IN THE PUBLIC EYE

Shirl e y S. T akata

CONTRIBUTING STATT

EDITORIAL CONSULTANTS

EACH YEAR when the High Commis
sioner makes his oral report be f o r e the
members of the United Nations Trustee
ship Council, it is a matter of public in
terest, and the metropolitan newspapers,
press associations and radio syndicates of
the world take note.

It was not only High Commissioner
D.H. Nucker who made the news this year,
however. Mrs. Nucker , who accompanied
her husband to New York for the U.N.
Trusteeship Council proceedings which
began in June 1959, metthere some mem
bers of the Pan-Pacific and Southeast Asia
Women's Association whose conventionin
Japan in 1958 was attended by three Trust
Territory d elegates. From thi-s chance
acquaintanceship, a series of events en
sued, culminating in a r equest to Mrs.
Nucker to address a group of women at a
tea at the Colony Club in New York. She
spoke about the typhoon d evastation, about
women's activities in the Trust Territory;
told how the Ponape women have formed
their own association, and how adult edu
cation is being promoted in the Marshalh
through the radio station WSZO. Asked how
"they" could help , Mrs. Nucker mentioned
the need for transistor radios, in order
that more Micronesians might benefit
from the adult education programs being
beamed to the islands.

Lo and behold! The New York Times
reported on the function , and quoted from
the talk of the Trust Territory's "First
Lady," noting especially the need for
transistor radios. It was a two-column
article, written by Kathleen Teltsch.

Subsequently, en route hom e , the
Nuckers visited at Honolulu with their old
friend, Riley Allen, editor of the Honolulu
St'ar-Bulletin. The following day this paper
carried a feature about the High Commis
sioner's wife, her interest in the people

• of the Trust Territory , particularly the
women, and again mentioning the need for
the transistor radios in the adult education
work.

It is too early to predict the response
the Trust Territory may have from the two,
feature articles, but that the Trust Ter
ritory is again in the public eye , the re can
be no doubt. A little lady from P ennsyl
vania with a modest but magic way , has
had her say.

John Mangefel

Mayumi Mer ea!

John E . de Young

YAP

PALAU

PONAPE
Strik Yoma

T homas Remengesau

Edmund Gilmar

John M . Sp ivey

SUBSC RI P TIONS to th e M IC RONESIAN
REPORT ER are $2 .50 a y e ar . Ch e ck s
should be made payabl e to TREASURER.
TRUST TERR IT OR Y OF T HE PACIFIC .
P.O. Box 54 2 . A.ga na . Guam.
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Submit articles or picture.
to Editor. MICRONESIAN REPORTER,

Bo. 542. AKana. Guam.

FORTHCOMING EVENTS

FORTHCOMING EVENTS which are
keeping the Trust Territory abuzz with
activity include the moving of the Pacific
Islands Central School fr om Truk and the
opening of the new PICS at Ponape in the
fall of 1959; the start of a major dock
and harbor rehabilitation project at Truk,
and the launching of a strange -looking
dredge boat which was to playa large part
in the dock construction work ; the annual
District Administrators' Conference to be
held in August 1959, and the annual meeting
of the Micronesian Inter-District Advi
sory conunittee, which later in the year
will bring together at Guamdelegates from
each of the districts.

Most keenly anticipated of all events in
the islands of the Trust Territory, how
eve r , is U. N. Day - October 24 - always
the most important and most celebrated
holiday of the year. Plans are being formu
lated to make this year's observances in
the several di stricts the "biggest and
best" ever. At Truk, an Agricultural Fair
will be held in connection with U. N. Day.

CONTRIBUTIONS ARE WELCOME.

HEADQUARTERS

EDITOR : . .. • . .• ... .. . . Cynth i a R . Olson

MARSHALLS
Carl Heine

and
Marshallese Adminiltration Per sonnel



Yapese Stone ~oney

YAP ALREADY WAS FAMOUS as one of the world's picturesque. far-away islands when
Captain ("His Majesty") O'Keefe in the late eighteen-hundreds set up a remarkable
bus i.ne's s the.re by importing stone money from Palau and trading it for copra, the meat
of the coconut, which the Yapese people produced - copra which he in turn is reputed
to have sold in world ports at fabulous prices.

Now the great circular dds c s « each with a hole in the center - may be seen in all
parts of Yap. Each family owns its pieces of stone money, which usually are set up
right in front of the homes. They also are found in front of schoolhouses and' "faluws ,"
the men's houses. and in certain areas of Yap various sized pieces of the money are

. lined along public roads. These collections are known as "money banks. "

Yap stone money is said to be the "soundest" in the world - and it certainly is
the heaviest. It takes several men to lift one of the' larger pieces.

Some aspects of life at Yap are highlighted in this issue of the MICRONESIAN
REPORTER. Other features on Yap will appear in subsequent issues.

The above sketch is by James Mangefel, youthful Yap artist and student.
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YAP ISLANDS CONGR~SS FORM~D

THESE ARE MEMBFFS OF THE YAP ISLANDS COUNCIL, which appointed a chartering committee
and set the stage for election of the Yap Islands Congress. The Council is made up of
Magistrates and Secretaries of the different municipalities of the Yap Islands, with
the Magistrates the voting members. The Council continues as an executive body, with
meetings every four weeks. Left to right, above , are , front row, ~' essrs. Kenmed, Fini
ginam, Roboman, Ranganibay, 'liaayan; second row, Ranep, Lu k t u n , Gaangin, Yil huw; third
row, Lion, Fanechoor, Fanguchel and Gaan.

Not one hundred feet away from the
Congress meeting, some thirty school
teachers and Intermediate School pupils
were i n quarantine for measles - and from
time to time they came out on their un
roofed porch to view the Cong-ress at its
business. Had it not been ior the measles,
they inste ad of the lawmake r s , would have
been the ones making notations on the
school blackboard and raising their hands
for attention. The Congress would have
met elsewhere.

The Congress was a little late getting
under way, and this was understandable in
an island province where transportation
depends largely upon canoes and motor
vessels, and time is not of the essence.
At approximately 10:30 a.m. on Monday,
June 22, the new legislators assembled
at their seats, facing each other at two
tables on opposite sides ofthe long, narrow
hall which had been made by removing
the partition from two classrooms. There
were no windows or screens - or one
might say - it was practically all window.
The building is solidly constructed with
concrete floors, wide openings for air
and light, and sturdy roof with generous
overhang to protect more from the sun
than the rain. The rain, cooling and re
freshing, is w elcomed, even when it falls
on those seated inside.

WHEREVER one looks at Yap, the
limpid blue waters are in view - and
everywhere there seems to be a hill or a
slope. with a building on it, so that oft
times the ocean may be viewed from three
directions - with bits oflandhere and there
to add to the scenic beauty.

It was in this setting at the Intermediate
School building high on the hill overlook
ing Tomil Harbor that the first session of
the Yap Islands Congress was held. It well
may be a memorable day, a day which
future Yapese will commemorate - the
occasion of this first meeting of the Con
gress. For with its call to order, the Yap
Islands entered a new era.

This was an elected Congress, pre
sumably the first legislative body of Yap
ever to be thus chosen. The voting had been
by secret ballot, following nominations in
which from three to eight candidates had
been named at each of the ten munici
palities. Two members of the Congress
were elected from each municipality. Of
those elected all except three were
present on the opening day. Illness had
detained at least one of the three - an
epidemic of measles was affecting both
young and old in Yap at the time, and in
fact, the opening session had been post
poned from its original date of May 4 to
June 22 because of this circumstance.
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In compliance with a provision of the
Congress Charter, which had been duly
approved by High Com.missioner Delmas
H. Nucker on February 9, 1959, District
Administrator Robert Halvorsen convened
the Congress and presided until the Presi
dent was elected as the first order of
business.

In opening the Congress, "Distad"
Halvorsen delivered the greetings and
congratulations of the High Commis
sioner' explaining that the latter could
not be present because of his obligations
to be in New York for the U.N. Trustee
ship Council sessions. On behalf of the
High Commissioner, Mr. Halvorsen ex
pressed pleasure that Yap, along with the
other districts of the Trust Territory
(except Rota which is one small island)
now has an elected legislative body, and
expressed the hope that - while it might not
be . feasible in the immediate future to
include the outer islands of Yap Dis
trict - the present Congress would also
look forward to the day when the outer
islands would be represented in a dis
trict-wide Congress.

Mr. Halvorsen then said, "This may
be an important day in Yap history - how
you carry· out your duties will determine
how significant'this day is.

"You have been chosen to represent
your people - not to come to Congre s s
with only your own ideas. You are to
represent what the people of your district
think and need in terms of the welfare of
Yap•.• There must be close unity between
you ' and the people of your municipality.
We hope you will explain to your people
why the Congress was formed and what
it is doing, so that there may be a better
understanding among all the people of the
purpose of the Congress. You also will
have to work in close cooperation with the
Council and the other boards and commit
tees of your municipality. You are not
separate groups, working for different
interests, but a part of the total govern

.m e n t of Yap, and each group has its own
duties and its own responsibilities.

"It is your job to decide which laws
are needed so that the Yap Islands Council
may work day by day toward the improve
ment of Yap.

"Mr. Nucker also asked that I pass on
to the people a caution which has been
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learned from the functioning of other
districts where some of the members of
the newly elected congresses did not fully
understand the limitations on their duties
and positions, and assumed executive
functions w h i c h should rest with the
magistrates and other officials of the
g ove rnment ...

"I hope that the Congressmen will
accept the duties and responsibilities of
teachers, in carrying back to the people
an understanding - of how the Congress
functions and why it is formed ••.by wbrking
together, I am sure you will continue to
improve this government for the benefit
of Yap. II

There followed the election of officers,
with Joachim Falamog elected president
for a term of two years by a comfortable
margin in the second ballot over the
majority required - 11 out of 17 votes
cast.

Original nominations for the pre sidency
included Joseph Marnifen, Gabriel Gil row ,
Edmund Gilrnar , Raphael Dabuchiren and
Louis Pitmag as well as Falamog.

For vice-president, the legislators
chose Mr. Pitmag on the third ballot in a
close contest, 9 to 8, with Mr. Gilmar
the runner-up. Others named on the first
nominations were Joseph Marnifen, Mi
chael Tamangirow, Gabriel Gilrow and
Anthony Yinug. .

According to the provisions of the
charter, the President appointed the sec
retary , selecting Edmund Gilmar who had
been active in assisting the Yap Islands
Council as it developed the charter for
the new Congress. Andrew J. Roboman,
pre sident of the Yap Islands Council, who
also had contributed time and effort in
the formation of the charter, spoke a few
words of congratulations to the new body
as he handed the charter to its newly
elected president. The charter had been
presented to Mr. Roboman by the chair
man of the United Nations Visiting Mis
sion' Mr. Chipping H. C. Kiang, in a
special ceremony on February 18 at Yap.
(Later in the week the Yap Islands Coun
cil gave a banquet for the new legislators.
also for District Administrator Halvor
sen, and Assistant "Distad" Frank J.
Primozich, who had assisted in the forma
tion of the new Congress.)

..



MEMPFFS OF THE YAP ISLANrS CONGRESS are shown in picture at left. They are , left to
right, front row, Messrs . Go r o n g , Mangarfir, Be e n g i n , Pitmag, Ke n e a d ;' second row , Ting
elug, Falamog, Bugun, Ruuamau, Marnifen, Mangefel; third row, Rubelukan, Ranganibay,
Tamangirow, Yinug , Gilmar and Gilrow.

The falew (men's house) at right was setting for banquet given by the Yap Islands
Council. In front is Mr. F. Luktun, secretary of the Council.

It had been a novel experience, the
functioning of the Congress according to
formal rules and procedures; it had taken
a little time for the members to settle
into the workings of the legislature. es
pecially the older ones who had less knowl
edge of democratic governmental pro
cedures than the younger members, most
of whom have had the benefit of high
school or college training outside of Yap.
Gradually as the session progressed,
however, the older members, too, were
participating, and by the time the session
reconvened the following week, the legis
lators had become more accustomed to
their role. However, consideration of pro
cedures continued, as well they may
during some future sessions - for this is
a new type of thing for Yap.

Following is the list of elected Con
gressmen, according to district: Dalipe
binaw Edmund Gilmar and Gabriel
Gilrow; Fanif - Raphael Dabuchiren and
Jesus Mangarfir; Gagil - Louis Pitmag
and Result Beengin; Giliman - Eusebius
Kenrad and Domingo Tingelug ; Kanifay 
John Mangefel and Anthony Lukan; Map 
Linus Ruuamau and Toribius Gorong;
Rul Anthony Yinug and Ranganibay
Nichig Rumung - Raphae 1 Bugun and
F'alan Niga; Tomil - Joachim Falamog and
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Michael Tamangirow; Weloy - Joseph
Marnifen and Marsillinus Rubelukan.

At the conclusion of the morning ses
sion, the Congress recessed for lunch,
and when it reassembled in the afternoon,
President Falamog took the President's
seat and presided henceforth throughout
the s e s sion. Except for pe riods when
District Administrator Halvorsen led dis
cussions concerning the charter and
methods of procedure, the meeting was
conducted in ' the Yapese language. The
first afternoon and the next two days were
taken up chiefly in discussion of the
charter, and in clarification of 'the rela
tionships between the Congress and the
Council, and between the Congress and the
District Administration - the position the
Congress holds within the framework of
the Yapese Government. Then came the
first official acts of the Congress - the
resolutions which upon approval of the
High Commissioner would become law.

The Congress recessed at 5:00 p.rn ,
on Thursday, June 25, and was scheduled
to reconvene on Tuesday, June 30, at
which time the budget and other recom
mendations of the Yap Islands Council
were to be considered and reports of the
various committees to be presented for
pos sible action.



What Is The South Pacific Commission?

DELEGATES FROM every tropical
paradise in the Pacific gathered together
at Rabaul in the Territory of Papua and
New Guinea to hold the Fourth South Paci
fic Confe rence. The confe rence was
formally opened on the 28th of April and
closed on the 13th of May. During that time
representatives from all the different
territories wo nked hard together, talked
with one another, shared ideas about their
problems and prospects, and became fast
friends. The whole atmosphere of the
conference was a warm and friendly one,
for each participant knew there was much
to be shared and learned at such a unique
gathering of people s .

The formal sessions of the conference
ended on a gay and festive note when each
delegation presented a selection of its
traditional songs and dances. All had a
good time and a great deal was accom
plished. Many resolutions were passed
which will give the South Pacific Commis
sion food for thought for the next three
years.

The South Pacific Commis sion, a wide
1y known but little understood organization
which is becoming of increasing import
ance to all the people in the Pacific
area, was formed by an international
agreement s i g n e d at Canberra, Australia
in 1947. It was felt that those govern
ments which had cooperated together for
the purpose of waging war in the Pacific
and who after the war, in one way or
another, found themselves in possession of
territories in the Pacific area, could con
tinue t he i r cooperation for peaceful pur
poses. Consequently the governments of
Australia, the French Republic, the King
dom of the Netherlands, New Zealand, the
Unite'd Kingdom and the United States
agreed to establish the South Pacific Com
mission as a consultative and advisory
body to the participating governments on
matters affecting the economic and social

.development of their territories and the '
welfare and advancement of the peoples
re siding therein.

E a c h participating government ap
points two representatives tothe Commis
sion which meets regularly at least twice
each year, The Commissioners have the
final say as to what projects shall be

carried out and how funds shall be al
located. The Commissioners also appoint
the members of the Research Council, the
primary function of which is to make
recommendations to the Commissioners
on the type of research to be carried out.
U. S. Trust Territory staff membe r s
currently serving on the Council as United
States representatives are John E. de
Young, Staff Anthropologist, and John M..
Spivey , Contracts and Programs Officer.

The SPC consists of a Secretariat
whose principal officers are the Secretary
General, and executive officers for econ
omic development, social development and
public health, Finally there is the South
Pacific Conference which meets every
three years and which consists of dele
gates selected from each territory; its
primary function is to make recommenda
tions to the Cornmjs s i on on rnatt e r s falling
within its competence.

Recommendations and resolutions
passed at the 4th conference concerned
problems resulting from the impact ofthe
mode rn world on life and culture of the
Pacific; they concerned the difficulties
involved in growing permanent cash crop~

under traditional forms of land tenure;
they dealth with tourism and radio bro~
casting, the role and function of custom
and belief in relation to infant and maternal
welfare, and the place of recreation in
Pacific communities. Everyone parti
cipated in the discussions - t h e well
trained lawyer from Fiji as well as the
tribal chieftain of the Chimbu in the
central highlands of New Guinea who could
speak only Pidgin English but whose sin
cerity and good will were felt by all.
The conference was immensely success
ful and delegates returned to their ter
ritorie s , confident that they had shared
a rich and rewarding experience .

-- FRANK MAHONY

PICTURE CREDITS
Cover picture and pictures on pages

1. 4 . 6. 8. 12. 19. 26. and 28 were
taken hy the Editor; sketches on pages
3 and 17 are by James Mangefel of Yap :
picture. page 7 . hy C-uam Department of
Pub! ic Safety: page 9. courtesy of
South 'Pacific Commission : page 24.
Fred Dupont.
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DE LEGATES TO T HE SO UTH PACIF IC COMMISS ION - Th e Tr ust T err it or y and Gu am dele gates
set off t o g ether for R a haul i n Ne w B ri t ain f or th e f o urth South Paci fic Conf er enc e
from April 29 to May 13 , 1959. Abov e , l eft t o r i ght , j ust pr i or t o d epa rtu re from Guam
b y plan e a re Mr . Ol y mp io Bor ja , Miss Myrtl e Hol mst ad , Mr. E l ias Sab la n, a ll r e pr e s en t 
in g Saipan; Mr. P. ic ha rd Ta itano a n d Mr . V. E . B a mb a, d el e g at e s f r o m Gu am , a n d Mr . Ka si
ano Jo seph , /vlr. Fr ank Mahon y II I, and Mr . Na po le on De fan g , f rom th e U .S. Trust T err i
tor y , De p a r t me n t of Int er ior Admini strat i o n.

consultation at rabaul

IDEAL CONDITIONS, colorful sur
roundings , the hospitality of the Adm i n 
istration and local residents, and above all
the warm, friendly spirit that quickly de
veloped among delegates and others at
tending the South Pacific Commission
Conference, all combined to make the
fourth Conference a most memorable
gathering. Sixty-five delegates and ad
visers from sixteen Pacific territories
and the Kingdom of Tonga attended the
meeting, which opened on April 29.

The .m e e tin g was held at the Mala
guna Technical Training Center in New
Britain . A government school for train 
ing carpenters, plumbers, boat builders
and other tradesmen, it is located on
Simpson Harbor about a mile from Rabaul
in an attractive setting of green lawns
bordered with tropical flowers.

The whole business of the Conference
was carried out by committees, one on
economic, the other on social and health
subjects. Members of the committee s
were selected on the basis of individual

-8-

PROBLEMS OF MUTUAL INT EREST DISCUSSED

AT FOURTH SOUTH PACIFIC CONFERENCE. . • .

interests. Two d e legate s from the T rust
Territory joined the ses sion on e con
omics for the enti re conference, w hile the
other delegates attended th.e s e s s i on s on
social subjects . In proceedi n g to commit
tee work, the economic s e c t i on had a c
cepted an as signment of three agenda
items : (I) Problems r e sulting f r om the
i m pa c t of participation i n e c o n om i c de
v elopment, w ith refer e nce to land tenure
and the growth of permanent crops; (2)
The exte nsion of tourism in the Pacific
region, and the economic and s o cia l im 
plications for the people, and (3) The
impact. of the modern technical and in
dustrial world on the life and culture of
South Pacific people.

Also discussed were the effects of
island customs and beliefs on infant and
maternal we lf'a r e , broadcasting in the
Pacific islands, the place of recreat ion in
the community, and the training of villag e
leaders.

For the fi r s t time a woman bec a m e
chairman of a conference c ommitte e .



AT CONFERENCE OPF~I NG , Bri~ad ie r v . M.
Cl el a n d , Ad mi n istrat o r o f P a pu a an d New
Gu in e a , ~ ree ts th e de leg a t es. He i s
s how n s hak in¥ han d s with T alkin g Chi ef
T u at o o fr o m Ameri can Samo a .

Miss T i r e s a Hunter of Western Samoa was
elected chai r man of the social committee,
the vice-chairman being Semesa Sikivou
of Fiji. The chai rman of the economic
committe e was Mahe 'Uli 'uli Tupouniua
o f T on g a , Raymond Gadabu of Nauru
being vic e - c h a i r m a n .

Since the problems are varied in each
different territory, the committees came
up with 32 resolutions during the nine
days of meeting , with recommendations to
the 19th se s sion of the South Pacific
Commission which opened the following
morning to receive, consider and act on
them.

Conference delegates also suggested
subjects for the agenda of the fifth Con
ference. These ranged from the training
of Pacific islanders in business methods
and practic e s to th~ influence of modern
medicine , and included problems of inter
island transport systems, promotion of
i nter-territorial trade a s a necessary step
towards effe ctive participation in world
trade, role of witchcraft i n t he life of the
islander s, causes and consequences of
alcoholism, a nd th e importance of adult
education schemes.

On the entertainment side, indigenous
feasts and dances were staged, including
a Bainings fire dance which is a ceremony

TALKING CHIEF SALEAPAGA from
American Samoa presents kava .
root to Brigadier Cleland dur
ing formal ceremony opening
conference.

rar e l y performed for visitors. Native
l o c al g ove r nm e nt councils entertained
vis itors at a dance followed by a feast,
where an a bundanc e o f local foo d s cooked
in e a r t h oven s wa s laid out on mats and
banana l eaves fo r the enjoyment of dele
gates.

Of deep interest to aU attending the
Conference was the indigenous arts and
crafts exhibition, comprising displays es
pecially sent from most island s of the
area, including the U. S, Trust Territory
of the Pacific.

On th e eve ni ng th e Conference closed ,
delegate s pre se nt e d a conce rt which dem
onstrated the richness of entertainment
ta lent that s eems to be a birthright of
Pacific islands people.

Aside from the Conference sessions,
the delegates themselves learned how the
people live in various islands in the South
Pacific. The opportunity to meet with
different people and to know each other,
was a real education.

The delegates from Truk and P o n a p e
felt that this was the first time in their,
life they had really seen' 'the big world . ••

- N. D.
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Eliminating The Enemy Beetle

ENCOURAGING ASSURANCE ofthe con
tinuance on a broad scale of the fight
against the destructive Coconut Rhino 
cerous Beetle which preys upon valuable
coconut stands in the Pacific areas, has
come from Trust Territory Staff Entomol
ogist Robert P, Owen following his at
tendance at a conference of the Rhino
cerous Beetle Technical Advisory Com
mittee of the South Pacific Commission
held at Suva, Fiji, February 16-19, 1959.

Various methods of control of the
beetle were presented during the course
of the sessions; among these were para
sites, predators, beetle diseases, vegeta
tive barriers within and around coconut
growing areas, chemical methods, beetle
attractants, and field sanitation, i ,e .;
removal of beetle-breeding material and
adult hosts of the beetle.

During the conference Mr. Owen pre
sented information to the committee on
his work with the African parasite wasp ,
Scolia ruficornis. Mr . H . W. Simonds,
who made the original introductions of
Scolia ruficornis into the Pacific (Western
Samoa) in 1945, also discussed this aspect
of beetle control. Dr. Paul Surany, insect
pathologist engaged in beetle control work
for the South Pacific Commission , de
scribed the intensive beetle disease sur
vey studie s he has been making in Asia
and Africa.

Dr. Y. Tanada, insect pathologist at
the University of California) discussed
insect pathology in connection with Dr .
Surany's work. Mr. B. A. 0 Connor,
Senior Entomologist for Fiji, also spoke
on this subject, and made recommenda
tions in this connection. Dr. A. H. J.
Kroon, South Pacific Commission Execu
tive Officer for Economic Development,
in addressing the Committee emphasized
the magnitude and urgency of the rhino
cerous beetle problem. Dr. C. P. Hoyt,
Entomologist for the SPS, discussed the
feasibility of introducing beetle at
tractants, for detecting the pre sence of
beetles in suspected areas.

In the absence of the Fiji Governor,
Sir Kenneth Maddocks, who was on tour,
the Governor's D eputy, Mr. P. D. Mac
donald , addressed the conference. He ex
press ed gratitude for the search which has
been made for rhinocerous beetle preda
tors and paras ite s in South-East Asia and
Africa; appreciation to the Commission
for financi ng a study of ecology of various
species of beetle in Madagascar ..• and
thanks to the Rocke fe ller Institute for sup
porting the study of di s eases of the beetle
i n South East Asia, East Africa and Mada
g a s c a r .

The Fiji Time s of F ebruary 17 quoted
the se various app r eciations w hich the
Governor's Deputy had cited .

"Finally," the newspaper account con
tinued, quoti n g Mr. Macdonald "we are
deeply grate ful to the authorities in the
United States ' T r u s t Territories and parti
cularly to Mr. Owen , the staff entomolo
gist at Palau, who have rendered such
valuable assi stanc e by providing us with
the first potential r hinocerous beetle
parasite, the Scolia wasp, and by fu r n ish
ing us with Scol i a cocoons. "

-10-



Young Man Of Mokil Chosen Delegate To U.N. Trusteeship Council

MENTION MOKIL ATOLL in Ponape
District of the Trust Territory - and
immediately to o ne versed in Micronesian
tradition, there comes to mind the picture
of a slim, sleek outrigger whipping through
the waters at astonishing speed. Mokil
canoes, noted for their speed and classic
de sign, are famous throughout the We ste rn
Pacific and beyond.

Now Mokil has nother star on its
little perimeter of some 2.8 square miles,
in the person of native son Bethwel Henry
who within the space of a few weeks this
summer, is having three distinct honors
placed upon his sturdy young shoulders.

On June 14, 1959 the young man from
Mokil received a B.A. in Political Science
from the University of Hawaii, the first
Micronesian to be granted a degree in
this field. Shortly thereafter - in fact,
15 days later, on June 29 - there came
another big moment when he took his
place as the Micronesian delegate for the
United States delegation to the United
Nations Trusteeship Council at New York.
And shortly there will come still another
special occasion - the one that will per
haps mean most of all to h i m back home
in the Trust Territory. Although only 26
year s old, he has been c h o sen by the
Ponape Islands Congress to represent

that body at the annual Inter-District Ad
visory Conference to the High Commis
sioner ' scheduled to be held at Trust
Territory Headquarters in Guam in the
fall of 1959. As one of two delegates
from Ponape District, along with repre
sentatives from the six other districts
of the Trust Territory, Bethwel will. .
consult and -make recommendations for
the economic, social and political ad
vancement of the islands and their in
habitants.

Young Mr. Henry to a large extent
has "made his own way." Although he
had some financial assistance from a
private sponsor. he worked in his spare
time to earn part of his tuition and other
expenses for college; for the past two
years he has been assisted by a John Hay
Whitney fellowship grant. During summer
vacations he has inte rrupted his schooling
in order to work in the field of political
development as a member of the Island
Affairs staff in his home district, thus
keeping in close touch with local Ponapean
affairs.

Bethwel Henry was born at Mokil on
March 3 , 1933; was educated at local
schools, the Ponape Intermediate School,
Pacific Islands Central School (PICS) and
the University of Hawaii. He is unmarried.

UNITED NATIONS GRANTS

ANNOUNCEMENT 0 f the appoint
ment of Wilhelm Rengiil of Palau District
to a United Nations fellowsh ip for the fall
term beginning in 1959, marks the ninth

.year since the United Nations initiated its
series of grants to outstanding Micro
nesians of the U.S. Trust Territory for
specialized study abroad. Mr. Rengiil's
particular field of specialization will be
community development.

In addition to Mr. R e n giil , and Shiro
Kiyota who recent ly completed a U. N .
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six-month tour of study in financial ad
ministration, other . recipients of United
Nations fellowships have included the
following: Marshall Islands District 
Dwight Heine, 1951- 52, Felix J etnil, 1952;
Ponape District - Leneard Santo s , 1956,
Stewo P elep, 1957, and Raleigh George,
1957 -58 ; Truk District - Soukichi Fritz.
195 7-58; Yap District - Joseph Tamag,
1958-59; Palau District - .Roman Tmetu
chI, 1954 , Thomas Remengesau , 19 55-56 ,
Francisco Morei, 1956 , T'ake o Yano , 19 56 -
57. .
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OFFICERS of the Trust Territo r y St u
dent Organiz ation i n Guam : left to
ri ght , Alfon so Oit erong, pre s id ent ;
Konto S and b er g en , vic e-pr es id ent ; Ra y -
mond Ulochon g , s ecr etary; Haruo Wilter ,
treasurer, and Ted Aitaro, reporter.

student - spons~r gathering

THE GENEROUS HOSPIT ALITY of the
Trust Territory students at Guam was
demonstrated in a festive evening of en
tertainment arranged by the Trust Terri
tory Student Organization at the close of
the school year.

It was a "student-sponsor gathering ,"
held in the Trust Territory, Recreation
Hall on the evening of Saturday, June 6;
the special guests were those families
who have served in the role of "parents"
for Micronesian students during the aca
demic year just ended. Some 120 students
from the . Trust Territory were attending
schools in Guam under sponsorship ar-
rangements. -

A varied program of singing, dancing,
and skits was presented and a Micronesian
student orchestra played throughout the
evening.

Alfonso Oiterong, president of the
student organization, presided and intro
duced the other officers. Haruo Wilter,
treasurer, handsomely dressed in awhite
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shirt and bow tie, was master of cere
monies. Both Mr . Oite rong and Mr. Wilter
are from Palau, as is also Raymond Ulo
chong, secretary of t he group . All three
were to r eceive their diplomas f rom the
Territorial College in August 1959. Konto
Sandbergen of the Marshall I slands , vice
president, was presented as the presi
dent-elect of the student group for the
coming year. Theodore Aita r o of Palau,
reporter, also was introduced.

Brief talks w ere given by Dr. Robert
E. Gibson, Trust Territory Dire ctor of
Education ; Mr. Oiterong, and Majo r Pat
rick H. Henry, USAF, one of the sponsor s .

The string band which sat on the floor
and played with instruments almost as big
as its members, performed creditably,
as did all of the entertainers . Members of
the band . we re : Edwin Sugiyama, Steve
Umetaro, Lucas Bekebekmad, Kre s pil
Oingerang, and Barenchino Ng i rkiklang.

Participants in a Marching D a n c e
were : Ricky Ngirakebau, Maxe ntia Term 
reteet, James Ngirakebau , Paulina Saua -



Charter Is Unique

THE YAP ISLANDS CONGRESS, one
of the youngest of the Trust Territory's
legislative bodies to be organized and
chartered, has several provisions which
are unique. One of the s e s pe cifi e s that
no session of the Congress shall exceed
ten days' duration. Saturdays, Sundays
and official holidays established by the
Congress are not counted.

Although the age of voting was estab
lished by the Congress to be 18 years,
the age requirement for election to Con
gress is a different matter, and is set in
the charter at not less than 25 years.
Those elected to the Congress also must be
citizens of the Trust Territory. resident
for not less than three years in the muni
cipality in which they are nominated, and
must not hold office in a municipal gov
ernment at the time of election. Congress
men may succeed themselves in office if
reelected. Similarly, they may be im
peached and removed from office for
cause, by a resolution of the Congress. An
affirmative vote of three -fourths of the
total membership of the Congress is re
quired for removal from office.

Still another stipulation of the charter
provide s against pending legislation being
pigeon-holed or filed without action. Any
resolution not approved or disapproved
within 30 days after an English transla
tion of its contents has been received by
the District Administrator, will not die
for. lack of action. In any such case, the
resolution, with translation, is to be for-

ladaob, Cathy Merei, Neder Ngirarois,
Debra Ngerakid, Lawrence Blau, Edwin
Sugiyama, Murphy R. Ngirarois, Humio
Kebekal, Misae Fritz . Maria Kmedrang ,
Maria Bel s , Mercedes M. Babul and Steve
Umetaro.

A skit titled "The Statue Story" was
performed by Ricky Riungel, Murphy R.
Ngirarois and James Ngirakebau, and a
Rock 'n Roll pantomime was enacted by
Joe Erickson , a Guamanian friend of the
Trust Territory students.

Toward the end of the evening a
"karkimenai" or . 'lei" dance was intro
duced. Each of the performers danced to

warded to the High Commissioner through
the office of the District Administrator.

Should the High Commissioner fail to
take action on any such resolution within
180 days from the date of the receipt by
the District Administrator of its English
translation, the resolution is to be con
sidered as havingfhe High Commission
er's approval, and thus would become
law. This provision of the Yap Islands
Congress Charter, as all its other ar
ticles, has been approved by High Com
missioner D. H. Nucker. New resolu
tions of the Congress, after review by
the District Administrator, will be for
warded to the High Commission and upon
his approval, will become law within 30
days unless otherwise stipulated.

The Yap Islands Congress is a uni
cameral assembly, consisting of two
representatives from each municipality of
the Yap Islands, chosen by the electors
within each municipality to serve for a
term of four years. In the first election
for Congress, however, a special provi
sion was made for one Congressman from
each municipality to be elected for a term
of four years, and one for a period of two
years. Hereafter, elections will be held at
two-year intervals to elect successors to
the Congressmen from the respective
municipalities whose terms of office are
due to expire. The Yap Islands Congress
embraces the ten districts or municipali
ties which comprise the Yap Islands
proper.

someone in the audience and placed a lei
around that person's shoulders. This
meant that the one selected would be the
dance partner. This individual in turn
placed the lei upon someone else's should
ers. Thus many of the audience parti
cipated in the dancing - some performing
in the Palauan style learned from their
student "son" or "daughter."

Among the several hundred persons
present were Dr. and Mrs. Gibson; Mr .
Paul Gettys, principal of George Washing
ton High School, and Mrs. Gettys; and Mr.
R. Willard Gray, president of the Trust
Territory (Compound) Recreation Club,
and Mrs. Gray.
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Three in Ponape Given R~cognition

Rewarded For Bravery

ON FRIDAY morning, March 20.1959,
a crew of men was repairing two oil lines
crossing the river from Kolonia to Net
Point Pier, Ponape District, Eastern
Caroline Islands. The equipment being
used consisted of a double drum gasoline
powered winch; a 300 -ampere arc welding
machine; a gas-cutting outfit, and two
small boats with crews.

A weIde r who was unaware that gas
olfne was being transferred from a drum
into a five - gallon can for one 0 f the
machines, commenced to operate his
equipment to perform some burning on the
stern of the barge. In transferring the gas
o Iine , some of itwas spilled over the edge
of the barge into the water. Sparks from
the burning were carried downwind and
ignited the' gasoline on the water, which
immediately flared up . setting fire to the
gasoline drum and five-gallon gas can. The
two men who were transferring the gas
o Hne dropped everything. dove into the
water. and swam away.

The fire in the meantime was raging
out of control, and the barge and all equip
ment seemed doomed to complete destruc
tion. After several minutes of high flames,
the blaze appeared temporarily to be con
fined to the drum. ' and five-gallon can,
but would soon reach the gas tanks and
other fuel drums on the equipment.

Pernel Yome was acting as foreman on
one of the two boats. Also on this boat was

Sisto John, a mechanic, and several other
employees. Pernel quickly sized up the
situation and ordered his boat operator,
Angkelios Rodriguez, to proceed to the
barge where the flames were licking. Upon '
reaching it he jumped aboard, with Sisto
following. Together they dumped the burn
ing can and drum into the wate r. This was
the turning point in controlling the fire.

A few minutes later , a boat arrived
from the district boat pool with fire
extinguishe:r:s to control and extinguish the
fire. No one was hurt, and the total loss
was about 30 minutes of work time and ap
proximately 30 gallons of gasoline. Had it
not been for the act of Pernel, the barge
and all equipment would have been a total
loss. and there would have beena resultant
delay in completing the project as wel:1.

The actions of Pernel, as well as those
.. of Sisto and Angkelios, indicated outstand

ing bravery and disregard for personal
safety in handling a hazardous and
dangerous situation.

Subsequently Pernel Yome and his two
assistants in the stoppage of the fire were
made the recipients of Special Act Awards
for their initiative and bravery involving a
fire which might have cost the Trust Ter
ritory Government more than $16 ,000.
Pernel Yome received $100 in cash, and
Angekelios Rodriguez.and Sisto John each
received $50.

U[elang Gets Radio Station

UJELANG, an atoll about mid-way be
tween the Ponape and Marshall Islands
District 'Centers, is unique among islands
of the Trust Territory, in that it is being
given logistic service by vessels from
both of these districts.

Now Ujelang, home of the former Eni
wetok people, has another means of keep
ing in touch with the outside world. A
radio station has been placed in operation
there.

From Ponape went a communications
officer, a radio operator, a trainee and a

carpenter, to install the new station. The
preliminary work including prefabrica
tion of a building, de sign and construction
of an antenna, and installation of a power
plant (generator) was accomplished at
Ponape prior to departure of the installa
tion crew.

Upon completion of the installation,
the Ujelang station on May 26 , 1959,
simultaneously made contact with t h e
Trust Territory's M/V ROQUE, and
with the Ponape, Truk and Yap Di s t ri c t
centers, thus inaugurating its radio serv
ice.
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RESCUED FROM THE DEEP

ANTONIO U. OF KOROR owes his life,
without doubt , to the accidental circum
stance that two crew members of the
USCGC BLACKHAW happened to be in the
vicinity of the causeway at Malakal dock
in Palau when his jeep went over the
road's embankment, pinning him beneath
it.

It happened on February 10, 1959.
Lieutenant Charles E. Martin and Ensign
J. R. Rus som we re about to go ., shelling"
(looking for shells) in the waters at
Malakal. Antonio U. had come around the
corner in a jeep - and waved. Theywaved
back, then turned in the other direction.
A second later they heard a, noise 
looked around - and the jeep was out of
sight. Hurrying where it had been, they
gazed down. There, ten feet below, it
lay. its outline barely showing above the
water . The driver's seat was empty.
Descending, they heard a faint noise from
the back of the car. and found the man
pinned under the rear seat, his body
submerged, only a bit of his nose in view.
He was breathing in both air and water,
and expelling great quantitie s of foam,
also bleeding from a cut on his forehead
s o that the water around was red with his
blood.

Together, Lieutenant Martin and En
sign Russom succeeded in releasing the

victim. Foam continued to bubble out of
his mouth. While Ensign Russom hurried
to get a conveyance to take him to the hos
pital, Lieutenant Martin remained with the
man who at one time appeared to stop
breathing. The lieutenant bent the victim's
head forward and moved ·h i s arm slightly,
so that he was able -t o catch his breath. A
noisy rattle and a gurgling sound were
coming from his chest.

In a short time a wire basket (aStokes
litter, borrowed from the BLACKHAW)
was hoisted up the ten feet to the road,
with the re scued man inside. Three Palau
constabularymen who had arrived at the
scene helped in the hoisting operation.
Then, accompanied by the BLACKHAW' s
hospitalman, Carter H. Miller, whom
Ensign Russom had brought back together
with a truck and the litter, the injured
man was rushed to the Palau Hospital
where the remaining water was expelled
from his lungs. Shortly thereafter he
returned to health.

Letters of appreciation from Hi g h
Commissioner D. H. Nucker have been
received by Lieutenant Martin and Ensign
Russom, whose fortunate and timely pres
ence at the scene and intelligent efforts at
rescue resulted in saving the life of
Antonio Uchelmekediu.

Three Make Honor Roll

DISTINCTION has come tothree Trust
Territory scholars at the Territorial Col
lege In ' Guam, as a result of publication
of the list of honor students for the 1959
spring quarter. The list, is sued by Dr.
Pedro C. Sanchez, dean of the college,
and published in the Guam Daily News on
June 18, contained 22 names; of these, 3
were from the Trust Territory. The
Micronesian students who attained this
coveted standing were Alfonso R. Oiterong
and Haruo N. Wilter of Palau, and Konto
Sandbergen of the Marshalls.

The honor roll is comprised of students
who attained an average of liB II or better
during the quarter, On the basis of 12
hours or more of work carried during the
period. _Another Palauan student, Raymond

Ulochong , already had completed his re
quired number of credits and was carrying
a limited study schedule for the quarter,
hence was not among those under consi
deration. He previously had made the
honor roll on three different occasions.

The proportion of Trust Territory
scholars on the honor roll, in relation
to the number of Micronesian students
enrolled at the college during the spring
quarter. was high. The three who won the
distinction were out of a total enrollment
of 460 students - of which total, 14 were
from the Trust Territory. (The Trust
Territory distribution of scholars for
the quarter was as follows: Palau, 11;
Saipan, 2, and Marshalls, 1.)
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KABA KO PUMUON: "Still With The Old People"

A Yapese Legend

KABA KO PUMUON is a very well
known term among the Yapese. It simply
means that the wisdom and final authority
on any given matte-r is still in the mouths
of old people. The precise meaning of
kaba ko pumuon is "still with the old
people." This is a story which helps to
support this saying.

Not very long ago in Gagil there lived
some thirty young and husky men. They
were from the age of twenty-three to
thirty-five. Among these young men, there
was only one old man. He was about sixty
five years old. At this time this village
needed an all-men's house, or a faluw.
There was a meeting to discuss the build
ing of a new men's house. The account
of the meeting was something like this:

Old man: "In order to make this thing
a little bit easier for us, I suggest that we
build our faluw near the seashore where
we can get fo it easily."

One young man: "No, no. We must
build our faluw far away from the shore
to show other villages our strength and
ability.' ,

Old man: "Indeed. It ill very good to
hear you say this but we must make sure
that we can carry this work out to the
end. Now if we build this faluw near the
seashore, we can always come to it easily.
It will not be as great a thing as building
it far away from the seashore but it will
be easier for us at least."

Another young man: "Are you (referring
to the old man) que stioning our ability and
strength? .,

Old man: "No, I am not questioning your
strength and ability. I just want to make
sure, because there isn't anything worse
to bring disgrace to a village than ifwe do
not carry something like this all the way
to the end."

Another young man: "You just relax,
old man. We will do the work and you will
have the pleasure of enjoying the prestige
of it in front of the other old men in the
othe r village s. We will s how them how
strong and how united our vi llage is."

by John Man gefel

The old man: "All right, we will do
it your way. Of

One of the young men then picked up a
good sized stone and with all his might, he
threw the stone away from the shore. It
landed about two hundred yards from the
seashore.

The young man who threw the stone:
•~Old man, that is whe re we are going
to build our faluw."

This place that they have d ecided on
would make triple the amount of work over
w hat they would have to put in if they just
built the faluw near the seashore. First
of all they would have to build a causeway
two hundred yards long and then the foun
dation ofthe faluw. This would take billions
and billions of st.ones. They were deter
mined, hovyever, for t his was one of the
ways to show how strong the v illage was.

They all started to work at once .
They worked and worked. After a while
the work seemed to be dragging along
poorly. Each day one of t he young men
would slip off and spend his time with his
wife. On the next day another would do the
same thing. Finally, there was nobody
working.

The old man decided then that h e would
do the work by himself. Not only t hat, but
he decided to do it the hard way . So, the
old man gathered some bamboo, or mor,
and made a very fine raft. With this h e
went around the island of Yap. He picked
up only one s t on e from each village. He
went around the island of Yap many ,
many times . It took him six years to
finish the foundation. After that he
gathered the biggest lumber all over Yap
for the faluw. This alone took him anothe r
four years. He then started to put the
house together. It took h im another two
years of hard work. He was doi ng this
all alone and none of the young men paid
him a visit to help him during thes e years.
The faluw was completed at the e nd of
twelve long years.

On the completion of the faluw , t he old
man killed fifty pigs, gathered a hund r e d
baskets of mal, whic h is a high l y valu e d
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A typ ical
"fa)uw"
men ' s hous t.
at Yap.

-==-=:-------
---------

kind of taro, a hundred baskets oflaek, or
giant taro , and a hundred baskets ofduog,
or wild yam. There were also many, many
baskets of fis h and many bunches of coco
nuts. The old man invited all the people,
inc luding the young men from that village,
to come 'a n d celebrate the completion of the
faluw.

When everybody was eating, the old man
stood up and gave a speech. This is what he
said:

"Young men of this village, I want to
thank you for the hard work you did for
this faluw. You were indeed very right
when you said that we must build a house
such as this to show our strength and
power to other villages. Well, we finished
our faluw, didn't we? Again I want to
't h a nk you very much for your efforts
toward this faluw."

After his speech he sat down and chewed
a betel nut. All the young men were crying
because they were very as hamed of what
they had done. Of course, the old man was
mocking them because of their stupidity.

-17-

All the young women were laughing at
them. They, the young men, felt very,
very sorry after that.

Kaba ko pumuon is a story which
teaches the young people, the young men
expecially, how to conduct themselves in a
meeting or in a public place .

Dab mu chuw nga tane zin rom means
"Don't go under your speech." To clarify
this, it means that you should not say
something and not live up to it It is a
belief in Yap that in a meeting one should
not talk too much. Just say what is neces
sary to be said and no more. And you must
be always careful of what you say. For
example, if you can run or swim the dis
tance of a mile, just say that you can swim
only one -fourth of that distance. That is
exactly what the old man did. He said that
they should build their house near the sea
shore so it would be easier for all of them
to get to the place. The young men, how
ever, claimed that their power was g r e ate r
than what it really was. That is very bad
manners in Yap culture.

r-- - - - - - - - - . '
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An Early Lunch -Three Days Late

THE STORY OF BEING adrift in the
Pacific is getting almost commonplace 
every few weeks another dramatic episode
unfolds within the Trust Territory.

This one concerns four men - two
Americans and two Micronesians-who set
out early one morning from Yap for a
fishing trip, intending to be back in time
for lunch-but instead spent three anxious ,
helpless days at sea and finally returned
under tow after the Trust Territory Gov
ernment, the Air Force, t he Army and the
Navy, all had entered into the rescue
scene.

Three of the men- Frank M. Boyles,
Aloysius Filenguy and Joseph M . DeVille
are Trust Territory Government employ
ees, and the fourth, Joseph Sogon, works
for the Yap Trading Company. With Mr.
De Ville in charge) they left the dock at
Colonia on May 23, 1959, at 4:30 a.m.
on a 40-foot "J" boat, commonly referred
to in Yap as "the tugboat." An hour later,
just as they reached the southern tip of

' t h e reef, their engine went out. A fuel
leak had developed an air lock in the line
and although this was cleared, the engine
failed to start.

Rather than exhaust their batteries in
further attempts, the four at sea decided
to conserve them for radio communica
tion. They tried throughout the day to reach
Radio Yap, but were unable to make a con
nection. However, at a little after 8 p.rn ,
they received a search call from Radio
Yap, and answered with the news of their
misadventure and their estimated loca
tion . They also .r e po r t e d that seas were
rough. Yap advised them that two small
boats carrying batterie.s and water would
be dispatched immediately to their aid.
A few minutes later Yap District Head
quarter s notified the Trust Territory
office in Guam of the situation, and re
quested that rescue facilities b e alerted ,
whic h precaution was taken .

At 4: 15 a irn , the n ex t morning, t h e
small boats returned to Yap , ' unable to
locat e the drifting "tugboat" ; rain squalls
h a d hampe red the i r s e a r ch .

The men on the "J " boat indicated by
radio that they believed they would be able
to get their engine started and r eturn to
Yap under their own power if batteries
could be air-dropped to them. However
- they were without food and water, and
a further complication was the lengthen
ing distance from Yap. After a few more
hours of drifting it was doubtful if their
supply of diesel would be sufficient to
bring them back. Yap was informed that
an air drop of -b a t t e r ie s , food, water,
and a drum of oil would be made. The
men's families in Yap were reassured
as they were told ~f the successive steps
being taken.

As it now w as Sunday, May 24 , supply
departments of the Trust Territory and
Navy were closed for normal operations,
but officials of the two service s succeeded
in locating batteries and fuel, and sent
them to Anders en Air Force Base for the
drop which was to be made by t he 79th
Air Rescue Squadron. Food and water were
provided by this unit.

A C-54 rescue plane set off from Guam
at 3:30 p.m , Sunday with the supplies
aboard. In the course of ten passes over
the ' 'tugboat" the gear was dropped, land
ing between 25 and 50 yards away from the
distressed vessel. However , the men were
able to retrieve only one container of
wate r , the rest drifted beyond reach.

In the meantime Capt. John J. Pear,
U.S.N., had sent a message to the Army
Map Service vessel TS-204 at Angaur in
Palau District, requesting its skipper to
get underway immediately and proceed to
the aid of the drifting 40 -footer with the
men aboard. Yap was experiencing dif
ficulty .i n maintaining clear radio recep
tion with the "J" boat, and there was ap
prehension lest the radio on the motorless
vessel might fail altogether, whi ch would
great ly increase the problem of locating
the men.

To make doubl y certain that this thi r d
attempt to provide a m e a n s of rescu e
might not fai l, the Nav y l aunched a radar 
equipped UF plane out of Guam to pin 
point the drifting b o a t and guide t he FS-204
to it. (Conti'lu e d on n e >:: t paf! e )
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U.N. Fellowship Student
Completes Tour Of Study

A QUIET, RESERVED and poise d young
m a n is Shiro Kiyot a of P alau, w ho on
M a y 28 , 1959 , retur n e d by T AL OA plane
t o his duties as Distric t Finance Of
fic e r in P alau Di s trict , afte r completing
e i gh t m ont h s of advanced training in
Hawaii and Guam on a United Nations
Fellows hip grant ,

Mr. Kiy ota lik e s toworkwith accounts ,
ledgers and budgets , and has eage rly
been absorbing all the information and
knowledge he could in order that upon
returning to Palau, he might not only
serve the Administration directly as its
Finance Officer , but also would be able
to a ssist in the economic development of
the Palau District where he was born,
and where he resides with his wife and
four children.

"Although my work primarily has to
do with Palau District funds , their dis
bursement and their accounting," he
stated , ':1 hope also as time goes on to
help deve lop new industries in Palau. It
The fu n c t i on of auditing the books of the
trading companies, and of helping business
firms set up bookkeepin g and accounting
procedures , is a part of his "job de
scription" - thus it is obvious that this
young man with the steady look and firm
step accepted no small responsibility when
he r eturned to his workin a position which
formerly was occupied by a U.S . civil
service employee.

His first procedure, Mr. Kiyota said,
would be to define clearly the responsi
bilities ' of each employee in the Finance
Department; his next step - and the big
gest problem at the moment - was to
train the Micronesians who make up his

Success met this effort, and at 2:30
p.m . Monday, May 25, the Army Map
Service vessel took the four hapless
fishermen aboard, and the tugboat in tow.
At 6 :30 a irn, the next morning the FS-204,
off Tomil Harbor entrance to Yap , was
met by small boats which in turn took the
tug in tow. At 8 :20 a.m. on May 26 the men
who had set out to get some fish the
morning of May 23, arrived home in
time for an early lunch, three days late '.

SH I RO KIYOTA ohse rves f inanciRI s t r uc 
tur e in Tru st T err it or y Head qu a r te rs at
Guam b e f o re r et urn i n g t o h i s j o b as F i
nan c e Offi c er i n P alau . H i s i n s t r uc t o r
( s t a n d i ng) is Fi lom eno J . Ab alo s of Ac
co u nt in g Section .

Finance Office staff, in accounting proce
dures.

Shiro observed many different finance
operations large and small during his
year 's study and observation cour se , and
noted those which he believes will apply
best in his horne district.

The rise in nine years from a lowly
clerk-typist to Finance Officer has been
steady . After serving with the Island
Trading Company for two years . with John
M. Spivey, now Trust Territory Contracts
and Programs Officer, as his supervisor
part of this time, he transferred to the
Finance and Supply Department of the
Palau District Administration where he
began as clerk-typist and accounting
clerk. In 1955 he was promoted to As
sistant Finance Officer, and on September
21, 1957, when the District Finance Of
ficer (civil service) accepted a position
in another dist"rict, Palau-born Shiro was
named Finance Officer - the first Micro
nesian in the Trust Territory to hold this
post.

EDITOR' S NOTE: They we r e lucky.
Or perhaps we shouldn't att ~i bute

th e r:es cue to luck, f o r it took the

i ille and conb i n e d e f fort s of four

governmen t agenci es t o b r'i n g these

[i sh e rn en s a f e l y home. Th is i n ci d en t

had a happy endin g.
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SPC APPOINTS DR. BARRAU FOR ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT

Conference On TB

of epidemiology, diagnosis, case manage
ment and prevention were considered.

Dr. Conover's paper indicated that in
1957 approximately 16% of hospital d eaths
throughout the Trust Territory were at
tributable to tuberculosis. A drive for
more accurate registration of cases is on,
according to Dr. Conover. In the way of
prevention, one sixth of the total popula
tion of the territory has received initial
tuberculin tests in conjunction with the
B. C. G. vaccination program. Organized
chest clinics for TB follow -up cases exist
in every district.

The Honorable Peter Tali Coleman,
Governor of American Samoa, presided as
the conference opened. A traditional and
colorful Samoa kava ceremony was held,
with the high chiefs, dignitaries and ad
ministration officials present.

Dr . Barrau has spent four years
surveying subsistence agriculture in all
the Pacific islands in the Commis sion
area, and visited the Trust Territory
and Guam twice .during this period. His
most recent trip to Guam, Hawaii and
the Trust Territory was to arrange for
shipment of plant materials and seeds of
cash crops, including cacao and black pep
per; also for food plants suitable for atoll
conditions, tropical pasture and cover
plants, and vegetable varieties proven
s u itabl e for truck gardening in the tropics.

The Commission and the Trust Terri
tory have agreed to a plan for exchanging
Polynesian and Micronesian varieties of
breadfruit for testing purposes.

In a follow-up report on the conference,
Dr. Conover expressed his appreciation on
behalf of the Trust Territory for the con
ferenceinvitation, together with an evalu
ation of the recommendations made as they
pertain to Micronesian island communi
ties.
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DR. JACQUES BARRAU,· at present
plant int roduction office r, South Pacific
Commission, will be the new executive
off ice r for economic development
starting in November 1959 when the
present holder of the post, Dr. Alex
Kroon, will retire after seven years of
service with the Commission.

Thi s will be Dr. Bar rau •s fourth post
with the Commission which he joined in
1952 following five years as head of the
Department of Agriculture of New Cale
donia. He was first in charge of the SPC
clearing house on current research in the
field of plant and animal industry, and
later specialist in native subsistence agri
culture.

TUBERCULOSIS may be controlled in
the Pacific Islands and its prevalence
reduced to a level that the disease ceases
to be a serious threat to the health of
the community. This was the aim of the
conference on tuberculosis recently held
at Pago Pago- in American Samoa under
the auspices of the South Pacific Com
mission.

The theme of the conference was the
consideration of tuberculosis as a com
munity disease in the islands of the South
Pacific. The Commission's main purpose
in arranging the meeting was to assemble
a group of medical authorities qualified
by knowledge and experience to discuss
and recommend the methods of prevention
most suitable to Pacific islands. Aspects

Dr. William A. Conover, Assistant
Director of Public Health for the Trust
Territory, was among the 25 public health
officers and tuberculosis specialists from
13 Pacific territories present. He sub
mitted a paper on tuberculosis in the
Trust Territory which outlined the history
and the current status of the disease, and
the progress made to date in the fight
against the leading public health problem
facing the Trust Te rritory.



Nine Weeks - And A Host Of Friends

NINE WEEKS for a c ou rs e in anaes
the s i a at the N a v a l Hospital in Guam was
e nou gh for Dr . Trigar lshoda of t h e Mar
shalls to make a h o st of friend s in the
c ourse of his t r a ini ng . T h i s w as demon
strated as he was about to l e a ve.

Upon c om plet i o n of hi s training period,
a g r ou p o f t h e Naval Hospital nurses had
a " g et -together " in Dr. lshoda's honor,
with refre s h ment s and fun the schedule of
the evening . Two night s later , the offi
cers of the hospital invited him to be their
gue s t a t a farewe ll dinner at the Officers'

Cl~b, and on the followin g e v e n i ng , which
was t h e day prior to his plane's departure,
t h e m edi cal practitione r f rom Majuro was
t he gues t of the e nlisted m e n of the hospi
tal staff.

Dr. Is hoda is the third M icronesian
to b e g iv e n specialized training in anaes
thes ia at the Naval Ho spital. The first
was Nurse Walter of Ponape and the next,
Dr. Faustino of Palau. Dr. lshoda's in
structor during his nine -week cour se was
Dr. J. L. Murphy, Chief of Anaesthesia
for the hospital.

Observations - SPC Conference

By Kasi ano D. Jo seph, Po n ape Dist rict

WE D E PARTED from Guam on May
22 , 1959 , en route to the FourthSouthPa
c ifi c Con fe r enc e at Rabaul, New Britain.
At P o rt Moresby in New Guinea we were
take n .on observation trips to native co
operati ve as sociation firms , to local mar
kets; the w ar cemetery, a native hospital
and a nativ e vi ll a ge. We left Port Moresby
two days later for Rabaul. The climate at
Rabaul was a little hotter than ours in
the Trust Territory, however , the place
is beautiful.

On . our return trip we went to a place
called Goroka, in the central highlands of
Ne.w Guinea. The climate was cool and
dry; at night we slept under s eve r a 1
blankets a nd it usually was cool e no u gh
during the day for a jacket. At Goroka
we hired cars and taxis to visit some of
the nearby villages. The people of this
area are quit e primitive - it is only since
the end of the war that most of them have
corne in contact with Europeans. They ap
peared to be a s curious about us and the
clothes we wore , as we were about them.
The only means of transportation here is
the plane. Coffee is the main cash crop.

At New Guinea we visited many planta
tions and projects. One of the most inter-

esting was the cacao plantation and fe r 
mentary station . At one particular planta
tion we learned how the cacao seed is
fermented and dried. This fermentary
station is under the contro l of the village
where the station is located. It was erected
by the indigenous people with the as sist
ance of money loaned by the Gove rnment
to the village council.

At the native market we found many
kinds of vegetables, fruits and other
varieties of food, some of which are found
in our own islands. Meat is available
here, but not much fish as compared to
our te rritory.

The native cooperative associations
are well organized; they are located in
almost every council village. T'he opera
tors a re trained at the Cooperative Educa
tional Center a t Port Moresby, New
Guinea . before taking their respective
posts . Objectiv e of the Cooperative As
sociation is the economic and social ad
vancement 0 f the 10 cal inhabitants.
Through the as sociations, the people are
marketing copra, marine shell and other
products, and operating stores which sell .
the t ype of goods in demand b y the local
people.

-21-
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dental
•seminar

•'rn

adelaide

ASSEMBLY IN SESSION - Dr. Jaffe presents a paper at Interna 
tional Dental He a Lt h Seminar. Left to r ight , above , are, front
row , Dr. (M iss ) Thi-Thin Vu , Dr . Trinh-Van Tuat , Dr. A . A. Jaf ~

fe, Dr. Hyon Chan Yoon; back row , left to right, are N. E.
Goldsworthy , M. D. , Dr. R. Harris, Dr. A. J. Hoole, Dr . B. Li 
lienthal , Dr. N. D. Martin ; last in row not identified.

By A. A. Ja ff e . Dir e ctor o f Dental S e rvices

I WAS QUITE fortunate to be selected
as representative of the U.S. territories
in the Pacific Southwest , at the Inter
national Dental Health Seminar and the
fifteenth Australian Dental Congress
which followed, both conventions being
held recently In the lovely city of Adel
aide, South Australia.

The seminar was composed of 48 parti
cipants representing 1,500 million people
from 24 countries. Its purpose was to
accumulate and present information lead
ing to solution of particular dental
problems in the participating countries,
and to receive up-to-date information in
the fields of preventative dentistry and
dental public health, also to exchange
views with colleagues in such countries as
New Guinea, Korea, China, Fiji, Malaya,
India, Thailand and others.

I boarded a Pan-American plane at
Guam on February 5,1959; after receiving
my Australian visa at Manila, embarked
via Trans Australian Airlines for Sydney.
The plane was a super-viscount powered
by 4 Rolls -Royce prop jet engines total
ling 7,000 horsepower. Elevation was
maintained at 19,000 feet and we slipped
through the air at 300 miles per hour. In
the cabin , air pressure was regulated at
4,500 feet. We stopped at Darwin for an

hour to refuel and arrived in Sydney in
time for supper on the ground . In all I
had flown 6 ,000 miles. A short three-hour
hop to Adelaide concluded the trip.

At the airport we were met by news
paper photographers and reporters, and
were taken in hand by people thoughtfully
assigned to see that we reachedSt.Marks
College. From the college it was a pleasant
IS-minute stroll to the University 01 Adel
aide, which had made three bu ild i ng s
available for the seminar and congress.

Principal lecturers at the seminar in
cluded Dr. Donald J. Galagan, Assistant
Chief, Division of Dental Health, U.S.
Public Health Service; Dr. F. Bruce Rice,
Dental Health Officer, W.H.O., Geneva;
Professor Jens Waerhaug, Professor of
Dent i st ry , Norwegian State Dental School,
Oslo, Norway; Professor John P. Walsh,
Dean of the Dental School, University of
Otago, New Zealand; Professor Bertram
H. Downs, Colorado Spring s , U . S. A. ,
member of the American Board o f Pros
thodontic s ; and the Chai rman of the
Seminar, Mi. Gilbert S. M cDonald,
formerly Deputy Director of E ducat i on ,
South Australia.

Also pre sent w ere two disti n guished
representatives of the World H e a lth
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Org a ni z a t i o n , Dr. Stephen Falkland, Re
gional Publi c Health Administration,
Wes t e r n P acifi c Regional Office, Manila,
Philippi n e s , a nd Dr. J.M. Cruikshank,
We ste rn P acifi c Regional Office, South
Pacifi c Are a Representative, Sydney,
Aust ralia.

A c opy of the complete report is to
b e made available to each participant
count ry b y the World Health Organiza
tion . Re commendat ions from Topic I,
"Current Techniques fo r the Prevention
and Control of D ental Disease," included
the followi ng:

Because ofthe significant i n t e r n a t i o n a l
health p roblems created by periodontal
diseases, that t he W.H.O. s hould support
to the fullest extent possible a serie s of
studies into the prevalence, severity ,
causes , and character of the se diseases.

Because of the need for improvement
in methods of dental health education, that
investigations be carried out by parti
cipating countries into the basic prin
ciples of mass education, and their im 
plementation.

International agencies such as W.H.O.
should take the initiative in drawing up a
general classification of the needs for
dental health education together with a
range of methods suitable for use in
various countries. Approval in principle
and implementation when the funds are
available, should then be recommended
to various governments.

That dental schools s hould include in
their curricula for under-graduates a
course "in the principles of dental health
education.

Topic II was' 'Dental Health Programme
Administration and Personnel Utiliza
tion." Recommendations from this field
of discussion included the following:

That a highe r proportion of public
health and welfare expenditure s hould be
allocated by governments to dental health
services (at present this is far too low
in most of the countries represented at
the seminar), and that the d ental leaders
should impress upon the state authorities
the importance of de ntal health to general
health and welfare.
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That p r ovr aron must be made in each
country for the continuing education of the
dental profession, especially the dental
"Licentiate ," so that their standards may
progress along with the development ofthe
country and its health s e r v i c e s .

That Governments of member countries
should make more use of the facilities of
W.H.O. for training of dental teachers ,
dental public health administrators, dental
re search wor ke r s . and dental s p e cia li s t s.

T hat the dental profession in well
developed countries should make more use
of auxiliaries and of the dental team
system. Atte nti on should not only be given
to the training of auxiliary personnel, but
also to the education of dentists in using
their service s more effectively .

That curricula in public health dentis
try should be established at graduate
school s of public h e a lth in selected uni
versitie s in South-East Asi a and the West
ern Pacific ifnecessarywith W.H.O. s u p 
port and as sistance.

Topic III concerned statistical inves
tigations primarily of interest only to the
d ental profes sion.

Topic IV was "Evaluation of Present
Services and Plans for the Development of
Dental Health Programme s in the Courr
trie s Participating in the Seminar .• ,
Among recommendations in this section
were these:

That the divisions of dental health in
the participating countries be granted
that degree of administrative autonomy
and freedom from medical dominance
necessary to permit vigorous growth and
expansion of the dental health service in
accordance with the size and seriousness
of the dental problem.

In view of the relatively slow develop
ment of d ental health programmes as de
monstrated by the evaluation of present
services, that governments of partici
pating countries should make greater
financial allocation for the public d ental
health services.

In view of the fact that lack of profes
sional personnel is the critical problem
re stricting the expansion of dental h ealth

( Continued on next p ag e)
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PONAPE CONSTABULARY stand in forma
tion before their headquarters building
in KoJonia, Ponape District.

services in most of the countries repre
sented, that governments make specific
allocation of funds to increase the recruit
ment into the profession by means of fel
lowships, scholarships, grants and bur
saries.

The planning comrnitte e , wisely aware
that all work and no play makes dentists
dull, too, had arranged some outstanding
social events. One such function, attendee!
by nearly a thousand guests, feted the
opening ofthe Australian Dental Congress.
It was a brilliant spectacle, with the
women in a myriad of colors and the men
in their scarlet, gold and silver academic
dress. On another evening a buffet dinner
was given in honor of the overseas de le
gates to the seminar. A highlig ~1t of this

new sheriff sworn in

IN A SIMPLE but impre s sive ce remony
at the Constabulary grounds in Kolonia,
Ponape District, Yasuwo Johnson was
sworn in as District Sheriff by then-Dis
trict Administrator Donald Heron. The
smartly attired Constabulary stood at at
tention as the ceremony took place.

Sheriff Johnson came to Ponape from
Kusaie Island when he was two years old
and has lived in Ponape Island since that
time . His birthplace was Lelu , Kusaie.
After attending a school conducted under
the Japanese Administration and the Ele
mentary School at Ponape , he attended
the Pacific Islands Teacher Training
School at Truk District, then spent two
years (1950 -52.) as a school teacher.

In 1953 Yasuwo (as he is generally
known) went to work as an ordinary sea
man aboard the M/V CHICOT. Two years
later, in 1955, he beganhis first work with
the Constabulary as a clerk. The next
year he was recommended to attend the
Prosecutors' School in Truk, and in 1957
was promoted to Deputy Sheriff of Ponape
District. His late st promotion was one in
a steady series of advancements . Sheriff
Johnson is married and has a child one
year old.

function was the presentation to Kenneth
T. Adamson, President o f the Au s t r a lia n
Dental Association, by the Pres ident of
the Ceylon Dental Association , of a silver
tray on whic h is engraved a replica ofthe
Temple of the Tooth, Kandy , Ceylon. The
original Temple houses a tooth fragment
said to have come from t he mouth of
Buddha.

The most critical would have failed to
find any omissions or imperfections in the
scope or organization of the Seminar and
the Congress and in the accommodations
made available to all participants . The
kindness and -friendliness of the r esidents
of -Ad e Lai de and the pleasant association
with fellow participants added to the en
joyment of a stimulating. instruc t i v e and
inspiring experience.
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DON RETIRES

AN ADMINISTRATOR well versed in
government procedures and highly con
sidered by superiors and subordinates
alike, a career man who has spent more
than sixteen years in the services of his
country - Don Heron, for the past eight
years an official in the U.S. Trust Terri
tory of the Pacific - has retired.

On June 12 Mr. and Mrs. Her 0 n
boarded a Pan AInerican plane at Guam ,
California-bound, saying farewell to the
area of Micronesia which had become

. almost a part of them and where they had
spent some thirteen years. Mr. Heron's
retirement which was to become official
at the end of July 1959, was for reasons
of health.

Never one to spare himself when it
came to engaging in field trips or other
strenuous activities in the course of his
work, District Administrator D. Donald
Heron served in three areas of the Trust
Territory as District Administrator, first
for both Palau and Yap Districts, from
October 1953 to March 1955, then, when
a division in administration ofthe two dis
tricts was made, for Palau from March
1955 to October 1958, and lastly at Ponape
from October 1958 to June 1959.

Mr. Heron's activeservicefortheU.S.
Government began in 1946 when he was
selected by the Navy Bureau of Personnel
for attendance at the Stanford School of
Naval Aclm.inistration (SONA I). Upon
graduation, he tookuphis duties as Execu
tive Officer of the Military Government
Unit Koror in Octobe r 1946, in which capa
city he served for approximately a year.
During this period he was instrumental in
helping to set up the first Palau Congress
which was formally opened by Admiral
Wright, then Deputy High Commissioner,
on July 4, 1947. In September 1947hewas
ordered to Guam to serve under Admiral
Leon S. Fiske, Trust Territory Deputy
High Commissioner, as Political Affairs
Officer, and s ubs e quent ly he was trans
ferred to the Trust Territory Headquar
ters office at Pearl Harbor in the same
capacity. When the Trust Territory ad
ministration was transferred from the
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Navy.to the Interior Department, Don went '
with the new administration and served as
Administrative Officer for Political Af
fairs from August 1951 to February 1953.

In his latest post at Ponape District
Mr. Heron had devoted himself to learning
the ways, customs, conditions and
problems within the area he was admin
istering. Throughout his periodofservice
with the Trust Territory he has played a
leading role in the political development
of the municipalities and districts, and
within the past two years made various
tours through the Trust Territory to help
develop Microne sian unde r standing of pol
itical affairs and also to help in the estab
lishment of district congresses and the
chartering of municipalitie s throughout
the districts.

The highest honors that may be paid a
trusted career employee upon retirement
were accorded Mr. Heron prior to his de
parture for the United States. He was pre
sented with an Honor Award certificate
for commendable service given by order
of -the Secretary of the Interior, and bear
ing the gold seal of the Department; a
bronze Commendable Service medal, and
a bronze Department of the Interior
lapel emblem, each bearing a replica of
the seal of the Department.

Still another token of recognition for
his valued services is a U.S. Department
of the Interior" Lifetime Pas s" with which
he was presented, entitling him to free
entry into all unrestricted areas under the
jurisdiction of the Department of the In
terior. This includes various parks and
other government reserves.

Mrs. Heron as well as her husband
will be missed in Trust Territory circles.
She was instrumental in organizing a li
brary plan for providing the be st of
current reading for Trust Territory fam
ilies and their dependents stationed at
Palau, and has otherwise contributed to
the social and cultural life in the ter ri
tory. The address of Mr. and Mrs. Heron
is 787 College Avenue, Livermore, Calif.

.'



CLERK TYPIST Maria Rungrad is em-
ployed i~ the public Works Department,
Yap District. She has been awarded a
scholarship for study abroad , and is in
terested in the economic development of
the islands.

IN PRACTICALLY every office of the
Yap District Administration, one or more
Yapese women may be seen skillfully
carrying on their work. Even Communica
tions has its young woman trainee.

yapese women on the [cb

ADMINISTRATION EMPLOYEES - These four
young ladies are clerks and typists in
the Yap District offices . Left to right,
are Ignatia A. Matinog, E u p h r a s i a M.
Luchuen, Agnes Marlee and Au~ustina Fi
depin.

In the administrative offices, four
young Yapese women are employed. First
is l8-year-old Ignatia A. Matinog, a senior
clerk, who started in as a part time em
ployee in 1955, and has steadily risen to
her present position. Her performance
rating for the period of January 1958 to
January 1959 was "Outstanding, It andher
personnel record states that she has
proven to be a conscientious and depend
able worker, improving steadily. She not
only is an efficient typist, but also is train
ing others in office procedures. Her am.bi
tion is to be a radio operator.

In the same room is Augustina Fidepin,
who recently received a merit promotion
to the position of junior clerk in the
Finance section. Euphrasia M. Luchuen, a
senior clerk in the Finance Department,
started working for the Administration in
1956. She served for two years as
clerk for the Island Trading Company
before joining the Yap Administration
staff. In 1957 she received aperformance
rating of "Excellent." She has shown
unusual ability and initiative in financial
work - but states that her special enjoy
ment is being a "housewife. It

A beginner in the District Administra
tor's office is Agnes Marlee , a clerk

trainee who has been working part time
while attending St. Mary'S School in Yap.

In the Public Works Departm.ent until
recently was another capable woman em
ployee - Maria Rungrad, who will soon be
studying under a Trust Territory scholar
ship at Hawaii. After attending the Catholic
mission (St. Mary's) in Yap and graduating
from PICS in 1958, she was appointed
clerk in the Pub1ic Works office where she
continued until her departure for Hawaii
in the summer of 1959 . She hope s some
day to help promote the economy of her
island, with particular reference towom
en's activities.

Still another Yapese girl away at school
in Hawaii is Carmen Mutunguy whose in
terests lie in the field of writing. She
will return to Yap in August of this year.

It is not surprising to find a woman
in Education. In Yap it's Carmen Chigiy,
who has had advanced schooling i n Hawaii,
and has recently been serving a s an In
termediate School teache r in the Depart
ment of Education.

In Radio is Francesca Tinan . Althou gh
she has been a trainee for only o n e year,
Francesca has shown marked abilit y in
the field. She started as a par t- t im e ap-
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prentice radio operator, and afte r six
months' probationary period, she moved
to apprentice radio operator second class,
which position she now holds. She is a sis
tel' to Maria Rungrad. (In Yap the surname
is not the family name, but r at he r the
name given at birth, and the first name is
the baptismal name.)

Public Health has four women currently
doing outstanding work in Yap District.
Ann Falagog, graduate nurse, started in'
1951 , and has worked continuously except
for periods of maternity leave.

Raphaela Tinan, a graduate ofthe Trust
Territory School of Nursing, has worked
since 1955 except for periods of maternity
leave. She had one year of medical train
ing in Hawaii.

Christina Gapthey, whose husband, Ed
mund Gilmar, is secretary of the new Y~p

Islands Congress, attended the Trust Ter
ritory School of Nursing following two
years at PICS. She has served as graduate
nurse in Yap over a period ofthree years,
except for maternity leave.

A fourth nurse, Victoria Keppin, is
serving as instructor at the School of
Nursing in Palau, while Palau has sent
to Yap Maria Kawaii, a nurse of wide
experience . to inaugurate a program to
reduce the incidence of TB in the Yap
District. Mis s Kawaii has been employed
by the Trust Territory Administration
since 1950; is a graduate ofthe Trust Ter
ritory School of Nursing and also had one
year of training in Hawaii. She has ad
vanced from Assistant Supervisory Nurse
to Head Nurse . and has had three ratings
of ••Outstanding .••

Yap may one day not too far away, be
noted for its leadership in the number and
ability of its •'women at work."

•
SC~OLARS~IPS 1959-60

SIXTEEN NEW scholarships to Micro
nesians for the term beginning September
1959 have been announced by High Com
missioner D.H. Nucker. Eleven of the
students are scheduled to attend the Terri
torial College in Guam, and five the Uni
versity of Hawaii. Thus for the first time
a majority of the new scholarship students
will be attending a college within the gen
eral confines of Mic r one s ia ,

Slated for the Territorial College in
Guam are the following: .Palau District 
Polycarp Basilius, Kenzi Mad (special
university-degree scholarship student);
Yap District - Gilnifred Lukubiad, Luke
Massaharu; Truk District - Hermes Kat
sra, Naosy Pitiol; Ponape District 
Ambilos Iehsi, Sallander Herman, Strik
Yoma, Dar o Weital (one-year special);
Marshall Islands District - Alfred
Capelle.

Scholarship recipients designated for
the University of Hawaii are as follows:
Palau District - Miss Emilia Rehuher,
Raymond Ulochong ; Yap District - Miss
Maria Rungrad; Marshall Islands Dis
trict - Atlan Anien, Carl Heine.

Still another student, Edmund Gilmar
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of Yap, will go to the ·United States this
fall on a special "degree" scholarship
awarded last year.

In increasing the number for the Terri
torial College, recognition was given to
the growing prestige and facilities of this
seven-year-old junior college a~ Guam,
the only institution of higher education in
the Western Pacific. The Territorial Col
lege, which is operating under the guid
ance of professional educators from Ohio
State University . has steadily expanded

. its faculty, student body and curriculum,
and late this year is moving into new,
permanent quarters on the eastern shore
of Guam overlooking t he Pacific. It offers
Vwo-year courses in general academic
subjects, teacher training and business
administration, all leading to Associate
in Arts degrees.

In addition to thos e who have been
granted new Government scholarships,
some forty other youthful Micronesians
will be attending colleges and universities
in various areas abroad through Trust
Territory Government scholarships
previously granted, or under special
grants such as United Nations and John
Hay Whitney foundations, and private
finandng.

•



•

Recognition

MAYBE A FEW TEARS did well in
"Pat" Barrett's eyes. She was leaving
Trust Territory employment, and her
fellow workers assembled there in the
High Commissioner's office before Dep
uty High Commissioner Joseph C. Put
nam, were witnessing with her the pres
entation of two awards. Both were to her 
Miss Patricia A. Barrett.

The first was a letter of commendation
for loyalty, diligence and excellence of
performance during the period from
April 4, 1959 to June 10, 1959, when she
carried out not only her own duties of
Telegraph-Teletype Operator, but in addi
tion performed the duties of Administra
tive Assistant in charge of transportation
arrangements for all passengers and
freight transported by air within the Trust
Territory. While dis charging the double
responsibility, she was on call night as
well as day for emergencies. "Pat's"
second award was a check for $100 in
recognition of her services during this
period. She also received at this time a
$10 check fo r a Beneficial Suggestion con
cerning a flight board to list names of
arriving and departing air passengers.
(She previously had been granted a $15
award for her suggestion that each per
son's blood type be shown on his Trust
Te rritory identification card.)

A citation for superior performance
and an award of $25 was granted to Cor
poral John O . Ngiraked of Palau for his
outstanding services as Assistant District
Prosecutor for Palau District.

A three-way winner was Harold L.
Forester of the Poriape District staff,
who received $50 for his idea of estab
lishing a method for honoring passports
of Trust Territory citizens for an addi
tional six months after expiration date;
$25 for suggesting use of check-off lists
in preparing Trust Territory travel docu
ments ; and $10 for his suggestion regard
ing the framing of certificates for district
sheriffs and other appointed officials.

'PAT' BARRETT recei ves commendat ion
from Deput y Hi gh Commissioner Joseph

C . Putnam .

Palau Educational Administrator
Heinz E. Meyer received $25 for his sug
gestion relative to the purchase of mag
azines and books, and Ponape District
Educational Administrator Paul McNutt
received $15 for suggesting that all g a s 
oline containers used on boats and with
outboard motor equipment , be painted a
distinctive yellow color to distinguish
them from fire -fighting equipment. Acting
PIGS Principal Peter J. R. Hill's sugges
tion that the terms "men" and "women"
be used instead of "boys" and "girls"
when referring to Micronesian employees,
earned a $15 award.

Ivan B. MacKenzie of the Palau Dis
trict staff received $10 for his suggestion
relative to the painting of rear bumpers
of pick-up trucks with non-skid paint ;
this was recognized for its safety value.
inasmuch as pick-up trucks are used in
the districts as personnel carriers. Other
$10 awards were made as follows: to Mrs.
Lolita P. Hohnsbeen, Finance Officer in
Ponape District, for a suggestion with
reference to the printing of the 1960
Chart of Accounts; to Helen Stevenson
of Headquarters staff f o r a sug g e s tion re
lative to format of purchase orde rs ; to
the editor of the Micronesian Reporter
for her suggestion concerning the estab
lishment and use of a rest room for
women employees.
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WEATHERWISE
"FLEET WEATHER CENTRAL" is a

familiar term in typhoon-conscious Guam
and surrounding area. The U.S. Fleet
Weather Central, a unit of Commander
Naval Forces M.arianas, has been supply
ing weather information there for a num
ber of years.

Now, however, weather forecasting is
being extended , and the Trust Territory of
the Pacific is becoming the recipient of
up-to-the-minute, day-to-day weather
news through facilities of the U. S. Fleet
Weather Central, thus opening a tremen
dous new service for the citizens of
Micronesia.

The new service augments the valuable
typhoon warning system already in effect
by Weather Reconnaissance units of An
dersen Air Force Base, which without
doubt has been responsible for a great
saving in life and prope rty.

Truk Control, the Trust Territory
Communications Center at Moen in Truk
District, which is the weather -distribu
tion agency, has given top priority assign
ment to Weather Forecasts. Weatherwise,
the districts of the Trust Territory will
be practically "covered." In the future,
with the acquisition of additional transis-

tor radio sets, the weather forecasts may
be received even on the smallest islands,
providing warnings in case of impending
storms or typhoons, and also enabling the
residents to plan their daily activities
with assurance - fishing and c a noe trips
on good days, work closer at home for
stormy days. Copra making, copra-drying
and copra deliveries may be gauged in
accord with the 24-hour-advance weather
predictions.

This is how it works: A master fore
cast, broken down into three major areas,
is issued by Fleet Weather Central at
Guam to the Truk Communications Con
trol. Area A consists of the Ponape
and Marshall Islands Districts; Area B,
Truk District, and Area C, Yap and Palau
Districts. Upon receipt of the weather
information, Truk Control forwards the
individual area forecasts to the district
administrators concerned, who in turn ar
range for their distribution at district
cente r s and by routing to out-island radio
stations. Later, with the completion ofthe
new Truk High-Power Transmitter Sta
tion, weather forecasts will be broadcast
to all shipping throughout the Trust Ter
ritory.

favorite foods of
COCONUT CASSEROLE

• •micronesia
COCONUT PUDDING

5 young coconuts, grated
1/4 cup grated cheese
1/4 lb. lard, shortening or butter
1 large can tomatoes
1/4 cup water or broth
Salt and pepper

For grating, c h 0 0 s e medium-sized
nuts that have smaller nuts the size of a
tangerine growing immediately above
them on the tree.

Soak grated coconut in the cold water
or broth to prevent it from coloring. Heat
the lard (or shortening or butter) in the
pan. Add the grated coconut. Add the rest
of the ingredients except the cheese. Let
boil for about 10 minutes in an aluminum
pan to avoid discoloration.

Place in casserole or heat-proof dish
alternating the coconut with the cheese.
Have some cheese on top. Place inmedium
oven for 10 minutes or until cheese begins
to . melt. Serve hot in place of vegetable.
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9 cups grated coconut (3 nuts) ,
3 cups coconut water and boiling water
1/2 cup plus I table spoon cornstarch
1/3 cup sugar

Prepare coconut and coconut milk by
adding 3/4 to 1 cup coconut water or boil
ing water to 9 cups grated coconut. Let
stand 15 minute s . Knead with hands and
squeeze through 2 thicknesses of cheese
cloth.

If 4-1/2 cups of coconut milk are not
obtained by squeezing, add water to make
that amount. Mix cornstarch with sugar
and add sufficient coconut milk to make
smooth paste. Heat remaining milk to
boiling and gradually add cornstarch
paste, stirring constantly. Continue cook
ing until mixture thickens. Pour into
greased 8 inch-square layer-cake pan and
allow to cool. Cut into 2-inch squares and
serve on pieces of green leaf.

.'
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