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I T G u j o y d - f ^
is based on material presented

Ir.cyelope dia", the Sunday evening
_ _5 of talks broadcast by Armed.' Forces

Radio Station WVTY* The great demand for
op ies o f t he r ad io sc r i p t b rough t abou t

•this book as a "Command Performance".

The material is herein presented very much
as it was originally broadcast. The mater
ial is arranged in manner of interest rath
er than by topic.

It is proper to say that this book has been
edited by a Ul i thian, Hatae, third ranking
native of Passarai, with whom- Dr. Marshall
Y/ees went over the original proofs, correct
ing them and adding much to them.

Por assistance in the preparation of ° Uli-
thi Encyclopedia" the author wishes to ex
press thanks-to Dr. Wees, Passarai Me dical
Officer, for his voluminous notes on Ulithi
folk; to Lt . ( jg) Ray Erickson for permis
sion to use his notes on ulithi fauna and
flora. Thanks also to Chapla in Korton,Dt.
(jg) George Read, the mimeograph crew of the
Ulithi Port Director*s Office, and to Hatae
for inva luable ed i tor ia l ass is tance.

Qi^-vUii^tt-
u John loudon Vollbreoht

l ieut . ( jg) , USHR
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Afctne day in early February, 1945, reading some
ffShigbly interesting articles on the natural lifeiMof ulxfchi Atoll written by Lt< (jg) Ray' £#. Erick-
Rso.i, a program idea was born. Mr. Erickson con

sented tc gi"VQ his material to W V T, Y on the condi
tion" that we give the radio talks our"selves.-' , A hard
ba^FUli indeed. This first chapter contains mostlj7"
material-first published by Mr. Erickson.

%& 'hfegfe* ££& u§* 1*$" the gr.©und~work for more
d i s c u s s i o S T o ? l i M ^ T O ^ ^
is some information Dafcen from one flfW"Erickson's
articles titled "The Birth of a Rock".

"Our Rock" starte'd millions of years ago "when
someone decided there would be an urgent need lor a
place for the Navy to -drop, its hook and have a beer,
so that "someone" got right on the job. Along
underwater rcourrfcain range extended east agd wes£
near the E^atcr at that time, and srnce *there were
several volcanic craters near the surface o.f the

•oofH; o-3 of them was-selected as the foundatxto
f£ a 3*a*£Ll .around our lagoon. Appropriate ehits^
were *efiJU« 3tia large working parties or colonies ofH B • " . . . _ ! . . . . „ , „ v n * v » + - > ~ r v M r . . - h n - n d i n e

struction v;-c^t">cen conceived at that hisrtono
Se L ^h-o »&* Renting of "sacking out", and to
this' day "a*e rook barrier between the islands, has
not been built up.-.

If you decide -co take a swim off Ulithi,' don't'
forget bo take a look at the bottom where you will
see ?>e co,aL col-,iri.es still growing and forming
more iaLand material. Bill ions of ' l ittle annuals.
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are sti l l working overtime to build more island ...
guess they never got the word when the islands were
completed I

In addition to coral, the islands are composed
of sea shells and dead, skeletons-of many other ani
mals. Some of these carcasses are too small to see--
or even believe. These shells are cemented together
by the growth of living coral and ocean salts to form
a hard substance known technically as coral conglom
erate. When exposed to the surf, rain, air and sun
coral breaks up and forms a light sand which does
not, unfortunately, adorn the Navy's swimming beaches
a t U l i t h i .

While living on various islands of Ulithi we
were often surprised to wake up in the morning to
find that the previous nightls rain had formed a
swiinming pool in the middle of the island. Those
swimming pools are standard issue equipment on all
atol ls. The oblong bowl shape of the Ul i th i is lands
is the result of sand and small rocks being blown and
washed up from the water's edge, forming a ridge
around most of the is land. This r idge is usual ly
grown up with a pure stand of coconut palms. The
darker soil found around the centres of the islanols
was produced by decayed plants, and supports most ■
of the other types of tropical vegetation.

Except for the noonday heat, the climate at Uli
th i is far f rom unpleasant. The natural environ^-
ment. is most hospitable to human life. The islands
can grow enough food to support a limited population,
but, you may wonder, what kind of people would xma
a useful life on such tiny dots of land in ttie re
mote wastes of the vast Pacific,. You111 be sur
prised to know that the entire Caroline Island group
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boasted a population of 30,915 at the last census.
The natives ... (we will call them natives, although
-bev are migrants from Asia in the 13th Century)...
hive for centuries found a good life here at ulithi.
The Ulithians are a civilized people, living under
a beneficent social system that was established
long, long ago. Their government is "basically
democratic.

The King is elected for life from the communi
ty' s most respected men. A new King does not ne
cessarily have to he the oldest man. The King is
tne people's choice, but men only are allowed to
vote! Woman suffrage at Ulithi is_yet waiting tor
an island Susan 3. Anthony. We might mention,
however? that to our knowledge, this is the only
place iA the world where a King, nominal ^ such,
is eiected and not a hereditary monarch. But
even'though the King is the direct and duly com-
^ssioned^representative of the people he ||Vinrrin everv sense of the word. me present,
k£I Kinlueg, is a friendly and intell igent man
wto%Aa~s endeared himself to all of us Americans
who ha ve had the good fortune to meet him.

Various islands have Chiefs of their «"V«»a°*
Chief being a sort of Senator or Congressman, and
above these Chiefs stands Ueg, King of all Ulithi.

Chiefs of some of the islands are Ken, wtowas
Chief of Falalop, Halen, Chief of Asor, and Maho,
Chief of Passarai.

(Pronunciation note: Halen = Hah-len;
Maho = Mack; Ueg » Wehrk; ■ Hatae - Hottie.)
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Missionaries touched these shores many years ago,
and the sign of the cross has ever since stood pro-
mirent in native villages. The people of Ulithi are
mostly Catholic and deeply religious. They nave
erected more than one fine -church to their God. Por
seven years prior to the American occupation of Uli
thi there were no Christian missionaries in the
islands, but, even without objective guidance, the
Ulithians have continued in their Paith. Since
the invasion, the natives are visited each week by
Chaplain Norton of the Marine Corps who conducts
services for them, and the Padre is the very most
welcome of their American visitors.

If you did not have the good fortune to put a-
shore at a native settlement, you may wonder about
the appearance of these little-known people. They
are medium in stature, darker than Polynesian^. In
fact, they are Micronesians, a race distinct from
all other races of peoples. They are a hardy folk,
and the i r Doctor Wees exp la ins the i r^^e&S
"Survival of the Pittest". Years ago infantile
paralysis swept the Atoll. - Many died and abouttwelve o-f the present natives are paralyzed ^ei
ther their legs or arms. King Ueg himself suffers
Paralysis of the legs and must be taken about the
Isfanl in an old Japanese ammunition cart which his
friends in the U.\S. Havy have remodelled for him.
It is a fortunate note that the United States Ijavy
medical service is fast improving J^ ^u* <* ^
these people. Again, it. is correct to say that they
are hardy and supple. Almost any of them can walk
up a ffi coconut palm as effortlessly as you or I
would walk up a flight of stairs..



Years before preventative medicine was intro
duced, epidemics were common to Pacific Atolls.Even a disease such as measles, ordinarily a not-too
serious ailment, struck the Pij is in 1914, catching
he people with no resistance to this continental
aladyj and caused many deaths. So it is with

-these island peoples. They are strong because
only the strongest have survived.

~al;

One afternoon in December some Navy men were
surprised that an elderly native refused some candy
offered him. His remark, "No l ike . . . l ike coco
nut!" And good reason, too. The nat ive diet for
centuries has consisted of food raised almost en
t irely on the atol l .— and most of their food is
.u t r i t i ve . The coconut pa lm is the i r s ta f f o f
fe. They eat the meat and drink the milk. Why
still water when cool natural dugs of rich coco-
t milk hang in green clusters just waiting to be

icked? (This, says Dr. Vfees, is an author's ideal-
ation. Coconut milk cannot well be substituted

or water). The sprouted stems of the young coco-
ts also make, fine eating. The Ulithians grow and
t taro, melons, calabashes,.breadfruit, papaya
d a few bananas — small tasty ones. Natives

aise poultry. — a lively and healthy bantam strain,
.esefowl , l ike the major i ty of the ato l l 's crea-

ures, were imported. We'll speak more of animal
grat ion to Ul i th i in a later chapter.

The American stomach is in many ways more hardy,
lan.the Ulithian's digestive organ. Not long ag o
number of natives had an unfortunate reaction from

■ ■



6.

eating too much "pogey bait" (candy) and many were
i l l . Wonder what they th ink of K-rat ions?

Seeds imported from America do not flourish in
Ulithi soil. The M. A. A. of one of the outfits on
Asor planted some tomatoes. They grew — tall,
strong plants ... like Jackson?s beanstalk, and
they flowered as you've never seen tomato plants
flower — but when the fruit appeared it couldn't
even look respectable next to a pee-wee marble.

! Unless some soil-improving substance is introduced,• stateside plants will continue to flower — and
then show fruit the size of a mib.

Roast pig is a favorite dish with the natives,
and for many centuries before and after Bobo burned
down China so that Charles Lamb could write a dis
sertat ion on i t , the natives of Ul i thi enjoyed
tasty dinners of roast pork. It was our impression
that the pork, was cooked in luau fashion, but this
is not entirely correct. Doctor Wees hereby gives
you the proper receipe for Roast Pork ala Ulithi.

"The pork that is not cooked in kettles is
placed, between woven coconut mats and placed about
two feet above smoking coconut husks. In this way
they cure the pork. Other pork is wrapped and
cooked under hot stones."

Native flour is sometimes made from imported
rice, but shredded coconut is added to the dough.
To bake bread, the dough is wrapped in a taro leaf
and baked over hot stones.
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Ulithi native handicraft is something to marvel

at. Their homes and public buildings are made en
tirely of wood and palm thatch (nails being a late
innovation), but their very impressiveness is not
outdone by any marble or granite structures erected
by other more complicated civi l izations. (See
Plate "B", page 28).

A high gable is the keynote of Ulithi architec
ture with sharply sloping gracefully curved roofs.
These dwellings are cool during the hottest parts
o f the day. C lean co ra l floors , func t iona l l y
ar ranged in ter iors . And the i r engineer ing is
sound. These buildings will withstand any storm.
We recommend that at your next opportunity you stop
over to take a look at the attractive native vil lage
on Mog Mog ... and don't forget to take another look
at the community bath, a quiet deep pool in the palm
forest, with a rock border and wide stone steps
going right down into the water. The Romans were
not the only people of this world to build magni
ficent pub l ic baths.

Another note of interest on Mog Mog is the na
tive cemetery. Christ ian graves are marked with
crosses, and here and there you will" see the Latin
inscr ipt ion,-HI. N. R. I . " , and just below i t a
second inscription — in Japanese characters.

Doctor Wees adds some interesting notes on na
tive burial customs.

"As for the names on the graves, the Spanish
Padre gave them Christian names and in marking the

F"
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graves this name is used. The Ulithi name only
being used when alive. (See. page 9 for more about
the Spanish period in Uli thi history).

"Vi/hen one dies the Mother and Pat her immediate-
ly" shave their heads, and all members of the familydetour around the place where the person died for
three months.

"All of the dead person's belongings are placed
in a box with him .... When the grave is ready to
close the other natives step up and toss some green
leaves or flowers in the grave. Then al l turn to
and fil l in the sand.

"In the absence of the Padre one of the natives
leads the prayers which might be likened to a sym
phony. The harmony of their chant is something
to be heard and cannot be described."

(Native music will someday be broadcast by
WVTY when portable recording equipment arrives.)

The native clothing problem is rather simple.
The men wear only a breechcloth and the women a
single skirt of material woven from coconut fiber.
The grass skirts here, as elsewhere in the Pacific,
also a strongly prevailing fashion in female dress.
Outside influence has not brought forth any addi
tional modesty among the natives as some have
thought. The Uli thians are natural ly ver moral
and modest. They do not uncover before each other.
A man will not uncover before another man, nor a
woman before another woman*• When a child ap
proaches the age of five, the girls begin to wear
'grass skirts or a cloth which Doctor Wees likens
to a shower-sarong, and the boys don their

: j
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"G" string or "Hoe" which is usually of a bright
co lor. Pr io r to the age o f five, c lo th ing is usua l
ly not worn.

. Shoes are not worn
chillun here have shoes

. because all of G o d ' s
. fo r a l l p rac t i ca l pur

poses given them at birth. The Ulithians are ahle
to walk barefoot over the roughest coral and climb
the ta l l es t t r ee w i thou t d i f ficu l t y. Pa l l en a rches ,
and other foot ailments are so rare that a native
chiropodist would of necessity starve to death.

Ulithians have a love for color and design
which is well illustrated by their own bodies. Many
of them are tatboed, the tattoo being more decora
tive than significant. A man most proud of his
tattoos is Maho, formerly Chief of Passarai. Maho
is an exception to the rule that most of the natives
are provincial because he has travelled far in his
lifetime, but loves these islands and has made hisretirement here. Maho has been in China and Japan,
served for a time on a German merchant ship, has
flown over this island group in a plane, and re
ceived his impressive tattooing in HongKong. He
speaks many languages including good English, but
before we become biographical, let us return to our
d iscuss ion of ta t toos. I t is sa id that the Japan
ese tattooed many natives as a means of identifi
cation, but the body designs most striking are
complete band-stripes that run at right-angles to
the direction of a tiger's stripes — from head to
toe. These body-long str ip ings are usual ly in a
dark blue.
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There is one native on Ulithi who possesses
the ar t o f ta t too ing. I t takes severa l months,
says Doctor Wees, to get a complete body paint job.
However, this beauty treatment is permanent and in
the long run takes no more time than your wife does
to become glamorized in her stateside beauty salon.

So famous were Ulithi tattoos at one time that
natives used to travel from Yap to Ulithi to be
ornamented.

In the Marshall Islands the Japanese discour
aged the pract ice of tat tooing. I t is said that
aside from identification tattoos, the Japanese
t r ied to s top the prac t ice a t U l i th i . Th is sounds
reasonable because the older people for the most
part display tattooing while the younger folk are
almost entirely unmarked.

i ■
:

THIS IS THE PACIFIC OCEAN NETWORK ■ /

i
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, „ mimhr-r of W V T Y listeners had
I I5 't SSyinter^st inthe program, "Ulithitaken a keen anx^;6,i creasli,- fan mail gave us

.. „Encyclopedia. The Jgf^SSoBrt f eit that thisU the impression that Jh^ni^rity on Ulithiana.
Jogram aanounce^X^nSfS was nothing to doWith such o^aMgSgSLS orV more modestly, to
& ^ S ( K & * ® f e " h e l i s t e n e r s - q u e s t i o n s

The search for information led^s to It. Ug)

KrmalionronheveS Phasl of Ulithiana-
, w i t h - ^ o f ^ ^ ^ - S o : : ° S t
^urTnof ?7theeria?tVenful of Ulithi, that of
1935.

in 1935, a typical jragg^^BS^^SBS? IS
natives lived on ^ *»g*5^*gga 39 persons,sixtv-seven natives, lossau su^ . +v_fiye. In
|nf log Mog had a ]f ^^°J<K?single island
discussing Ulithi we will ^£f d the isolated
o f F a i s , 4 8 m i l e s I f + ^ S ^ t h e s e J * f ^
island of ^alalop.r although nei™ geographical
belong to Ulithi ^°^a^s*erf formed separately
sense. These two 1 lg4s v.er ^ return to
from the Atoll 01 *&*£* -hhe largest native popu-
the census. Palalop had the la g one 3av^eSe
S l i o n , o n e ^ ^ / ^ e f e o T u S t h T i n 1 9 3 5 -
r e s i d e n t - - t h e o t f ^ a W ™ ^ s i n o e 1 9 3 5
Of course it is coimuuii ^.
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8 .
many — too many — Japanese came to Ulithi, and left.
The Japanese were at one time mining phosphates on the
island of Pais, but in 1935 the census figures showed
334 natives and not Japanese on Pais. Natives today
are living peacefully in their own homes on Pais,
Passarai and Lossau.

The word "Ulithi" is so unusual that the average
person doesn't quite get used, to, writing and speaking
it until he has been in the area for a week or mere.
When Jimmy Durante did patt of W V T Y*s dedicatory
program from Hollywood he.asked, "U-litti ... what
kind of a name is dat? U-l i t t i I Yeah,'now I remem
ber. Dat's da home of Umbriago, da great U-l i tt i
genius I" Schnozzola could have worked up an even more
super act had he known some of the other names to be
found on older maps to mark the spot in which we find
ourselves today.

The group of islands that we know as Ulithi is also
known as "The Mackenzie Islands". The entire atoll is
sometimes referred to as "Mog Mog", "Mogumogu",
"Mokomok", "Ouluthy", "Uli i t i", or even ^Urushi." Pais
alone l ias eight distinct names for its mile-and-a-half
spot of land, £&ch name being entirely correct. They
are: "Pais" , "Astro labe", "Peis" . "Peys", "Puhaesu",
"Huhaesu", "Tromelin", and "Woaje". The names stem
from various language roots, Portuguese, Spanish,
English, native and Japanese.



Ulithi was discovered, as far as we can. tell
from existing records, by Diego Da Rocha, a Portuguese
skipper, in the year 1526. Da Rocha is the man who
discovered Yap in the same year. Just to place the
date more firmly in your mind, let us mention that
Ulithi was discovered five years before Magellan's
discovery of the Mariannas.

During the century and one-half following the
discovery of Ul i thi the only visi tors to the islands
were Spaniards with the exception of Sir Prancis Drake
who visited Ulithi in 1588.

I t is fe l t that of a l l the servicemen arr iv ing
at U3.ithi less than, one tenth- of one per cent of them
had ever heard of Ulithi before the war began-. Thei -^
Western Carolines were known to geography students
jfiainly as Yap and Anguar. The author was a student
of economic and anthropological geography at one time

Ld during a number of years of study never ran across
islands of Ulithi. Two hundred years ago these

islands were even more lost to the world. The Span
iards of those days, world promoters of the first
order, ignored u l i th i . Only the Spanish missionar ies
found their way to the atol l . In 1731 a joint attempt

missionize and colonize Ulithi was made by Spain,
it at sometime, between 1731 and 1733 "the missionaries

*e driven out by the natives. Two Jesuit fathers
established a mission on Palalop along with a small
colony. One of the fathers left Palalop to go to
Marianas for provisions. When he returned he

und his colleague murdered along with eight Spaniards
fou r P i l i p i nos . An unp leasan t s to ry, t r ue , bu t .
fact remains that the Ulithians were later con-
;ed — almost to a man — and have since become thei-

admirable of Christ ians.

•;



10.

This unfortunate incident at least served to give
ulithi some publicity, and, not too many years later
the islands were visited by the Irench explorer,
Duperrey, the Spaniard Don Luis de Torres, and the
Russian scientist, Lutke, whose data on the islands
is valuable even today.

ulithi became well known to whaling ships in the
early 19th century. There seem to be few or no
whales in these waters nowadays, but one hundred
years ago the waters from Ulithi to the Bonins were
happy hunting grounds for whalers.

A popular question has been "Were there ever
cannibals on ulithi?" The only mention of canni
balism we've heard came from Maho, Chief of Passa
rai. Maho spoke rather .jokingly sfeeaat his grand
father, and claimed that his ancestor's people
practiced cannibalism (that would be roughly eightyor ninety years ago). But there was a twinkle in
old Maho's eye as he told this little story, and
we're inclined to believe that ulithi was never a
cannibal settlement. There are no other records ex-
stant today which give. any indication that cannibal
ism was ever practiced at Ulithi.

Doctor Wees checked again on the cannibal
story and assures us that it is entirely a myth —than man-eating was never practiced at Ulithi.

4HBHHHHHHHHHH*

I

THIS IS THE PACIPIC OCEAN NETWORK
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aterial found in this chapter is the result of mis
cellaneous conversations with fellow G. I.'s and a
few personal observations.
The Medical Staffs of the United States forces have-

lone a fine job in ridding Ulithi of insects. The
atoll never had anopheles, the malaria mosquito, but
they did have plenty of noisome little insects that
didn't spread disease but could make a person very un
comfortable. It seems that ulithi was never as in
fested with insect nuisances as the other Caroline Is
lands, but it is nevertheless an area once noted for
tropical bedbugs, ticks,; red bugs, day and night mos
quitoes, centipedes, scorpions, head lice, biting ants,
spiders,, and lamp-bug beetles. Giant lice appear to
have been pretty well exterminated but at as late a aate
as February this year a few giant lice were still making
a living on Mog Mog.

ulithi boasts three types of ants. Giant red ants
known officially as South Sea Giant Red Ants have been
observed on Asor in small numbers, Asor seems to be
the home of most of the black needle ants, and Sorlen
seems to be especially well populated with the species
known popularly as-the small red biting ant.

The lamp-bug is an interesting pest. If you
-haven't had the pleasure of meeting this insect char
acter, we don't recommend that you go out of your_way
;o do so. The lamp-bug beetle and the giant myriapods
(millipedes) both discharge a dark J^own foul-smell^g
liquid which burns on contact with the skin. Nas-ty, .

I tut nothing serious. And, even after spinning this
insect horror story, it is yet possible to say that

:■<«
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ulithi is fairly insect free. Most of the harmful
insects are found in great numbers on Palau. The
truth is that it's a ten-to-one chance you would eniov
sleeping without mosquito netting much more at Ulithithan you would on some summer night in New Jersey or
Biloxi ... or Oahut

In observing the animals and reptiles on ulithi
it may be hard to believe that the only land creatures
indigenous to the Western Carolines are tto rafano5
3§& ^'especially the $**& bat or so-called "f lyingfox . - All ouher creatures were brought to the atoll
from the continents. The lizards may be an exception.
It is hard to determine.whether they are native or
imported. Lizards are, however, standard equipmento n m o s t P a c i fi c i s l a n d s . * * w m m m & *

Reports have it that on Palau there are croco-
IeS ~" 6enuine crocodiles, but ulithi, and Sorlenand Palalop in particular, seem to take the blue

ribbon for the longest and fattest lizards. The
giant lizards are known as monitor lizards and on
Sorlen one was captured which measured nearly five
feet from its snout to the tip of its tail. One of
the mates on Sorlen kept this mammoth lizard as a pet
and led him about the camp on a leash. The skin of
these lizards is of a fine grain and would bring a
top price on the leather and hide market, but theredoesn't seem to be much future in the business because
the magnificent creatures, at least on ulithi, are
apparently headed for complete extinction throughmore or less natural causes.. Then, too,- mechanical
ily-control measures lately instituted are depriving
the lizards of their chief source of food — insects.
Also, the clearing of underbrush has driven them tothe tree tops.



The monitor lizard has powerful sharp claws which
can inflict a considerable wound on a man, but his bite
is not to be feared. They are cannibal creatures and
i t is in terest ing, i f s l ight ly revol t ing, to watch one "
of the monsters make quick work of a rat. The lizard
has a typical reptilian hinged jaw, and unhinges it to
accomodate large morsels of l ive food. Correction:
The eating of rats by lizards is not cannibalism, but
large lizards make • a lunchtime habit of eating smaller
l i za rds . The ra t , l i za rd , b i rd o r insec t wh ich the
monitor catches is swallowed whole and is digested by
powerful digestive juices in the creature*s stomach.
The monitors have served "to rednce "the rart
mater ia l l y, and the i r s t i cky flash ing
fo r i nnumerab le f l i es . A l a rge ■oc i to
sometimes eight and nine inches long whlcfc ;
in l ightn ing st rokes to catch insects. A
estimate would be that one large nonitor
three to four hundred flies per day-
are oeneficial to man and orders have been
they not be molested.

The small lizards you see are geckos which are
related to the monitor lizards in somewhat the same
relation that a t iger is related to a house-cat." They,
too, clean up an amazing number of flies and insects.
The gecko, and the more rare chamelion-type of lizard,
are welcome guests in Ulithi dwellings and are entire
ly harmless.

There are no snakes in ul i thi . The Saint Patr ick
of the Western Carolines did, however, overlook a
couple of insignificant species of snake on Palau.
A few snakes do inhabit the surrounding ocean, coral
snakes and the snake-like conger eels. The coral
snake is poisonous and the conger eel has a bite as
dangerous as that of a barracuda.
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The lizards, by the way, are fairly good swimmers, and
when pursued will often take refuge in the ocean.

An interesting feature of the smaller l izards is
the detachable tai l . Seize a gecko by the tai l , and
snap I it's off — and there you are, holding the tail!
The appendage will wriggle in your fingers for a moment
or so because its nerves are sti l l al ive. This device
serves to baffle the average pursuer of lizards. Even
after centuries of this game, a larger lizard who is
chasing a gecko will stop and stare at a tiny tail left
wiggl ing in his path. They fal l for this gag every
time, but perhaps they're not so foolish as we thinkbecause they at leaai? have the tail to lunch On.

Consulting Ray Erickson's published articles once
more, we learn that the geckos have suction toes for
assistance in navigating overheads, that the gecko is
able to match its skin color to that of its immediate
surroundings in a manner of camouflage, and that this
l i t t le fe l low has a sof t b i rd- l ike chi rp by which i t
communicates with i ts mates. Er ickson also ident ifies
the skink, the most common of Ulithi lizards, a small
specimen which has toes and claws and is marked with
several prominent str ipes or colorat ions. The most
common skink is the azure-tailed skink which is most
often observed around trash heaps. These are small
and wear a bright blue — welding-torch-blue tail.

#4HBBBBBBBfr
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his chapter should impress the reader as'enlight
ened in its approach. Here we slide ?nto na^ra-

o f P a s ^ a r S . " 6 1 1 ? ? ° " * M t o t h e g j B ^
It was our good fortune to be included in a te&h,

o f nava l v is i to rs to Passara i . The C iv i l A^a i r^
Office sends a group to Passarai each week to take
care of necessary business. Tourist traffic is not
permitted and, except for these official weekly visits
the natives are left happily to themselves on their
own native soil.
r.

Tn--3SSarai,is lonSer i^an most of the islands ofUlithi -- and.narrower. Erom the lagoon side it
appears to be a tremendous island, about a mile anda half long, aid, to its native residents, it is a
remendous island. All of it is not inhabiteoT

Chaplain Norton of- the Marines, the spiritualaentor to the people of Passarai, spoke of the island's
true size m the natives' conception of size. He re
marked that to these people the islands are "the
world', and that all the rest of us are merely "outsiders". Pew of the natives (except for one or two
who have traveled on the continents of the world) have
any conception of the world whatever ... and how could
they? Por the ulithians to have a true conceptionof the world is as difficult as it would have been for
you or I to have had any true conception of these
islands had we known only the life of a small part of
the civilian United States. That the natives are

...
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friendly, hospitable and not in the least afraid ofus Americans and all our strange contrivances speaks
well for their inherent imagination and intelligence

The landing party assembled and we went ashore
on an island which looked very much like the South
Sea Isles that Hollywood dreams up. A mild surf
rolled in on the lagoon side; a powdery sand beach
took a short run up to a thick growth of shoreline
palms; brown natives and round-waisted girls lookedout from the trees and native huts. A few lazy
black hogs browsed-about in the underbrush and paid
no attention to the newcomers. A small fired
smoked in the village. It was hard to imagine
that this seeming No^doff-Hall creation had ever
been touched by the outside world.

Chaplain Norton headed the landing; partv «Ph-
^ES^V"*8" Sh0rt m°nths fflftSfftt leve
thP S d6arly', and aS Pather *«*"» walked upthe beach a crowd of little children gathered about
lStt.e IhirSeenTind6d <*.Je8US aayig wJ^Sa
ulithi SSiffi t£.comf ^t0 me" ^ more smiling
the ttiapl^f fiPPea *>wn to the beach to melt
Sass skir^# 2S! W6ru n?edj others wore li«legrass skirts. Then each child stood reverent!v
revive S 2%2tt W wSSlSSSSSSS toFather^ ll^f *ndlXidUal hles^S from the Padre.
fot^fK toeeohcloths proudly carried their infant
mX-^f daughters to the ffavy Priest that they£££ beJ£esse5* This» then, was surely not a '
S^del^eST'fc^n0r+^th SUci a ^°«e display 'iLtton t^+w othe?- than the most Christian civilization in this world of 1945.



Along the shore of Passarai, drawn up into the
forest, their sharp bows projecting seaward, we saw
a number of graceful native canoes. They were all
of "a standard design ... as standardized as the model
"A" Pord, although the first boat of this type.was
built hundreds and perhaps thousands of years ago.
Por centuries the ulithians have known the advantages
of mass production, or let us call it standardization,
The canoes are to be seen in all sizes, from minute
model canoes, toys that you can hold in your hand,
to large seagoing th i r ty-passenger craf t . And
every hull is of the same shape, painted with the-
same design in the same color scheme: Black hull,
black gunwales, and a double orange stripe running
the entire length of the boat just below the gunwale,
making an artistic fork at bow and stern. Both
sternposts and btems are forked in the shape of a
l izard 's tongue. The cra f t a re o f the out r igger
type, the outrigger being designed with all the
dynamics and finesse of a seaplane wing float.

Unlike Rarotongan craft, ulithi canoes are made
'of planking and not hollowed-out tree trunks. We
had the good fortune later in the day to watch the
natives at work making finished lumber. A coconut
palm is cut down. No planing machines, no saws,
no hammers, no nails. A hatfehet is the only tool
used in making lumber. Let's devote a paragraph to
the u l i th i ha tche t .

The hatchet used here is an unorthodox tool.
It more or less resembles a hoe because the blade is
at r ight angles to the handle. Again, standardi
zation. The hatchets come in all sizes but are all
al ike. We noticed most of the dist inguished older
men of the community wearing hatchets. These men



wear their hatchets rather than merely carry them
as you or I would. The blade is hooked over the
right shoulder and not the left (perhaps a nativeuniform regulation). Doctor Wees adds:

"It is not just the older men that 'wear' the
hatchet or 'putch-a-gul ' . . . Since the 'G' str ing
has no pockets it is carried over the shoulder
to prevent being dulled or cutting somebody."

The same hatchet that is used for felling huge
trees is used to make the daintiest model canoe.

The Doctor notes that"canoes are made from
hollowed-out trunks for the keel and planks are
fitted and tied in with rope made from coconut to
complete the sides. The trees are few on Ulithi
that would serve as a.keel, thus most of the canoes
were purchased in Yap at the nominal price of
$50.00 — and that is a lot of coconuts!"

To'make lumber the natives strip a felled tree
of its bark and hew it square by hand ... and you ■
couldn't do a neater job with a rotary saw. Mea
surements are taken, not with a ruler, but strict
ly by seaman's eye, and the boards cut to the pro
per size.

The Ulithians have never gone in very strong
ly for the manufacture of texti les, but the sai ls
often used on their canoes will outlast many a hi^i
grade canvas. The sails are made of intr icately
woven pandanus leaf, each leaf being cut and

-
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folded to a quarter-inch width anfl +>,ov, -\
relaced to form a wind-proof £altiW+£ ^ced and
affected too much by salt *ftfr Cf* "ff-?t be
s u r p r i s i n g l y l i g h t L I a m a z i n g ; s t ^ I f e ? ?too. They may be rolled and^fSleo^with ease '
Cannes such as these once sailed to VHtnTfrom'
ft Too likelffort rntTed that c°°°nut lumber

tell you about the other countries. Wow stoce^ur
commg- here January 6, they will tell you about
Prisco, Washington and New York. They^ven cS
T.nl^ Sasi?aZ> Michigan. I wonde/whj? (Confidentially Doctor, it's perhaps because it's vourhome to.nl). Each evening twenty or Ihirty of £L
younger natives gather at our tent to learn EngSlh.

subie^l'o?etbeSnLfd'.Shed?,ad<iitional W!* on thesuDoec-c oi the natives' world-concept, but in no
way controverts Chaplain Norton's observation^

bv th^iLIn31^ ^f83*1 we were most impressed
tesv shovT^ ^ S?lrit °f the pe°Ple and the cour-abont ±Z • ? JSlt0^' Hatae conducted our tourabout the island: The ulithians are at the time
2£,?"2 ^tmg fast learning English, listen carefully to every word spoken to them, and, in mostcases will understand. Their answer may be to ges-

w ^ l p S a s e ^ ^ S L n t 1 1 " * * " * * « " * * * * *

•

.



Hatae is a keen listener and a good conversation
alist in matters pertaining to the progress of the
war. He expla ined local po l i t ics to us, too, po int
ing out quite graphically that the top man in Uli
thi politics is a superior king located in Yap who
controls the kings of the out ly ing atol ls. I t was
not any difficulty in understanding Hatae that pre
vented us from getting a clear picture of local ad
ministration, but i t was the very complication (or
perhaps novelty to us) of the system that forced us
to plunge into an investigation and analysis that
proved more baffling than an attempt to figure out
the administrative functions of two dozen city
commissioners in Brooklyn, New York. A- later
chap te r w i l l dea l i n de ta i l w i th "u l i t h i , i t s
C i v i c s . "

The natives understand our part in the war.
Hatae said that afternoon, "Amereecahn on Yop."
"No," we corrected him, "American not on Yap". But
Hatae only smiled obligingly,and bowing his head
slightly as he turned to us announced, "Amereecahn
on Yop ... by and byl"

THIS IS... THEI- PACIFIC OCEAN NETWORK
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own on the island of Passarai every courtesy is
ishown the Americans. Walking down a road it is
'not unusual to find the people considerately

stepping aside to let you pass. There is always
a smile and a salute from the natives who meet you.
To receive a salute you need not be an officer.
The natives salute enlisted men with equal enthu
siasm. Very amusing and impressive in its charac
ter was a salute received from a little brown

,two-year-old. He was in his mother's arms. Mother
'was too preoccupied with her infant transportation
problem to manage a salute, but the little fellow
lifted a baby arm to salute us. That youngster
will grow up to be a career man. What do you
think?

Scuttlebutt has it that the Japanese taught
the natives to salute, but with us there is no com
pulsion to do so, and the tribute is given without
reserve in the utmost sinceri ty. Others say the
Germans taught the natives to salute, and this is
the truth. The salute was part of the Germans'
work when they inhabited the island. It was then
that the natives were forced to salute. It has now
passed down to a friendly greeting, used by the
natives in greeting each other.

The ulithians have a simple method of settling
al l quest ions of rate or rank . Dr. Wees tel ls
us that an officer is known as "Captain" regardless
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of rank. Those not wearing a cap or enlisted men
are known as "seaman seconds". The origin of ?h?s
polarity-concept of rank is not known.

Strolling through the cool shade of old breadfruit trees we found a winding forest path that
took us into the uninhabited tip of Passarai which
is nearest the rest of the atoll. There we dis
covered a forest bathing pool in a somewhat swampy
depression. Stone steps led down into it and the
water seemed to be fairly fresh. The Doctor
writes that "the bathing pools are.for the women
an^ small infants. They are brackish water and it
is more of a beauty plunge than a bath. Coconut
oil is poured into the water and then the dip....
They then rub their bodies with coconut oil per
fumed with flowers." Por a real cleaning the na
tives bathe in the ocean.

In late years barrels of fresh water have been
brought ashore during dry seasons to provide the
necessary fresh water for drinking and cooking.There have been years when dry seasons have been a
great set-back to ul i thians. Por centuries the only
supply of potable water on Ulithi has been rainfall.
! LSSy +0n l y " r a i n fa l l . P i gu res f o r r a i n fa l l i nthe Western Carolines show as many as 156 inches per
year. .This figure, .from readings taken over a 19-
year period. Compare this to New York which has a
rainfall of 41 inches per annum or, if you've be
lieved those stories that Ulithi is the most rained-
upon spot in the world, compare that mere 156 inches
oi rainfal l to that of the world's wettest area
the island of Pernando Po off the West Coast of'

:



Africa '■— 400 inches and morel Rainfall in the
Western Carolines varies from the figure mentioned
to as low as 100 inches in some spots. At certain
times of the year it has been necessary for the na
tives to col lect and store water. Water pipes are
apparently unknown. The natives "pipe" water
from the trunks of trees by means of wisps of palm
leaf strapped ingeniously about the tree and aimed
to drip into a receptacle.

We've mentioned the roaming black hogs to be
found on Passarai. Hogs and chickens were intro
duced Partly by the Germans and the Japanese. The
Germans, by the way, ruled Ulithi from. 1899 until
1914. (More about that period in government will
appear in a later chapter). Some of the hogs we
saw were not natives of Passarai, but ex-residents
of Palalop. Some hogs left behind on Palalop were
adopted by the Marines, In a few months they had-
become pets of the officers and enlisted men, but,
like the cat that sharpened her claws on Aunt Hes
ter 's best overstuffed, the hogs had to go. ine
porkers were getting in the way of operations,,
rooting in traffic lanes and in general behaving
like a fifth column in pork. The last straw was
sunk when a spotted shoat nosed into the C. 0. s ,
laundry and spi l led the wash. After this outrage,
the Marine Corps livestock was crated up and sent
on a seasick journey down to Passarai. So mucn
for s tock- farming on u l i th i .



r,o^,0pjni0n^.di:f'£er uP°n ^he subject of "How im-ISSft^A!* Ulithian?" We '^&*»
- n t i o ^ ^day. (Because of Chaplain Norton whHan^reach
the natives to conduct services only during the

MUri**?*JffiSPH*> thQ natives havracfejtldWednesday as their day of worship). Their easv
civil ization does not concern itself much w??^
date and time groups, because there is little in
their schedule that must meet a deadline ~ with
the except ion of re l ig ious serv ices. Here Br.
Wees insists, and r ight ly, that t ime is figured
? ^ C l ° f ^ y, + t ^ a t t h e ^ i t h i a n s k n o w t h e I S i o u sfeast and fast days of the Church.

+*a+Pm^£? it-,f°;ald be more nearly correct to saythat ul i thi folk know what t ime i t is, but are as
a rule not too much concerned about it. Says'the
doctor, "Tell them to be at the sick bay atlO
o'clock and you will find them sitting out in
front when 10 o'clock rolls around. They can tell
you the days of the week. How they do it I do
not know — for the native store does not issue
calendars advert is ing aspir in."

It is our lately-formed opinion that the na
tives learned the more precise details of Time
from Americans and earlier continental visitors —
and they have learned it well.
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Talking to Hatae we discussed outrigger canoe
schedules between Yap and ulithi. Again, an exam
ple of the local concept of t ime. (Let us say
'att i tude' towards t ime, the 'concept' being not
unorthodox as we know it). Hatae reported, "To
Yop, one sun. Two sun come back". The extra day
on the return trip being necessitated by prevailing
winds and currents. As far as regular runs were
concerned there were none. Hatae explained the
operation of the canoe-dispatching department
saying, "We need? They got?' We go." A simple
formula. Transport, supply and demand all coordi
nated in a. simple statement, "They got? We need?
We go." Julius Caesar never said anything more
profound in "I came, I saw, I conquered". The
nat ive ph i losophy is far f rom lackadais ica l ) i t
is merely informal ly pract ical .

There are two villages on Passarai* The vil
lage at the landing in which the King lives, and
a smaller vil lage farther up the island where live
the people of Palalop. About thir ty people l ive
in the upper, vil lage. The Palalop folk now living
on Passarai mix freely with the other natives but
rather like the section of the island which King
Ueg has allotted to them.

The lower village has a few suburbs which
string out in single dwellings and small garden
farms along the road leading to the upper village.
That road, by the way, is rather wide and bordered
with stone. * It was built years ago by the Germans
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The three-hundred or so residents of Passarai

maintain a downtown shopping district, too. There
is a little store, complete with bookkeeping and sales
counter - - sa lesg i r ls , too. The shop se l l ! nat ive
handicraft and tne art level of this merchandise is

Hand-carved statuary is their greatest art ist ic
achievement..- Carving is done in wood. The style is
bold -- and, according to the art standards maintain
ed by the best stateside academies of sculpture andpainting -- iits right into the modern American per
iod even thougn tne Ulithi artists have been making
the same designs without modification for hundreds
of years. Dr. Wees notes that the carving was
learned^ in Yap and that the characters are Yap
people or their old Pagan God or "Dieus".

Some Ulithi housekeeping notes: The natives do
not go in for chairs aid tables, but rather sit
cross- legged on the deck. This real ly isn ' t as-
uncomfortable as you might imagine — after you get
accustomed to it, aid you never have to worry about
offending your guests for lack of proper furniture.

The lack of house furnishings gives an impression
of vast roominess in ulithi dwell ings. However,
where you or I would spot the davenport or sofa,
the ulithians make a habit of parking their canoes.

Safes, cabinets, dressers, bureaus and all that
superflous furniture is taken care of — at least in
function — by immensely large woven hand bags which

t.
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most natives carry. All valuables and immediate
necessities are carried in these carryalls and each
owner takes meticulous care of this bit of equipment.
This method of caring for valuables is a sure-fire
guard against theft, but it would ordinarily be
quite unneccessary because the people of Ulithi are
an honest folk and theft is unheard of. There is
no reco rd o f the f t a t u l i t h i . Be l i eve i t o r no t ,
in al l the populat ion of ul i thi there is not a
s i ng le t h i e f .

If you happen to put ashore at Asor you'll
find the is land inter- fa i th chapel of great in ter
est . This imposing edifice was bui l t wi th the
combined efforts of the Navy and the natives, but,
aside from the fabric roof, the design is predom
inant ly Ul i th ian. The inter ior and a l tar are pre
dominantly thatched. This structure is perhaps
the most photographed buildings in the Pacific.

THIS IS THEL PACTPTO QgESAH NETWORK
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With Chapter Pive we come to the end
of the first volume of "ul i thi Ency
clopedia" which is, despite our odd
page-numberings>36 pages in length.

There is more to be written about Uli
thi — much more — but in the interest
of satisfying the immediate demand for
knowledge of Ulithi, we'l l stop at
this point and rush these first
pages to the mimeograph.
Remember: If you have written for this
book, your name is on WVTY's mailing
list, and in a month or so you will re
ceive the later and more complete chap
te rs o f th i s pub l i ca t ion . I f you have
not written to WVTY, it is suggested
that you do so if. you want either this
portion or the later portions of the
book.

Your comments on the work up to this
point wi l l be greatly appreciated.

THIS IS THE PACIPIC OCEAN NETWORK
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